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Mt  Bear  Sir^ 

I  FJCED  a  peculiar  propriety*  in  dedi*^ 
eatkig^  this^  little  work  to  you,  and^ 
UQWoftby  as  it  i»  in  itself  of  the  bo«* 
nor  of  being  sent  into  the  world  under 
the  sanetion  of  a  nan^  like  yours^  I 
trust  that  you  will  ndt  refuse  to  ao 
cept  it  as  a  proof  of  the  esteem  audi 
ttspect  of  the  author.  I  have  twA 
partiicular  reasonis  for  beii^  anxious  it 
should  thus  appear:  the  one,  because 
it  is  right  that  the  e^rlkst  eibrtfr  of 


DEDICATION. 

my  pen  should  be  inscribed  to  Inm, 
who,  by  proposing  and  facilitating  my 
2hur  to  Iceland,  first  gave  that  pen  the 
opportunity  of  being  employed;  the 
other,  because  it, is  chiefly Jn  obedienoe 
to  your  advice  that  I  now  lay  befoje 
the  public  what  was  4M%i|ially  written 
for  the  perusal  only  of  my  personal 
friends.  These  friends  have,  indeed, 
done  me  the  kindness  to  receive  this 
book  in  a  manner  the  most  gratifying 
to  me;  but  the  partiality  of  friends 
is  proverbial,  and  in  the  public  I  must 
expect  to  meet  with  less  favorable 
judgi^s:  the  appr^henaion,  ^erefare^ 
which  I  cannot  but  feel  of  their  cri- 
ticism  at  my  first,  appearance  before 
tbem^  makes  n^e  desirous  to  shield  my-^ 
self  under  the  authority  of  a  man,  to 
whose  judgment  they  are  accustomied 
to  pay  the  same  deference,  that  I  do..* 
As  a  farther  reason  for  Ihje  change  of 
my  intention,  I  must  be  allowed  to  al- 
ledge  the  circumstance,  th^t  I  found  my 
own  withholding  this  book  would  not 


DEDICATION, 

prevent  its  actual  publication ;  difierent 
parts  of  it  having  already  appeared  in 
periodical  works,  which  have  announc- 
ed their  intention  of  continuing  simUar 
extracts;  and  I  consequently  consi- 
dered it  more  respectful  to  the  public^ 
if  not  due  to  myself,  that,  such  as  it 
is,  they  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  perusing  it  entire,  instead  of  having 
it  forced  upon  their  attention  in  gar- 
bled extracts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
My  Dear  Sir, 
Your  obliged  friend^ 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

W.  J.  HOOKER. 

London, 

10<&AU617ST,  1811. 
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PREFAiCE. 


Ihe  interesting  (otters  on  Iceland^  pub- 
lished by  the  Archbishop  Von  Troil^  had  in- 
spired me  at  an  early  age  with  an  ardent  desire 
to  visit  that  most  singular  country,  to  see  its 
voleanic  mountains  and  its  boiling  springs^ 
unequalled  by  any  in  the  known  world.  The 
small  degree  of  intercourse,  however^  that 
existed  between  England  and  so  obscure  a 
part  of  the  globe,  and,  what  appeared  a  still 
greater  impediment,  the  unfriendly  dispo- 
sition exhibited  by  the  Danish  government 
towards  our  nation,  scarcely  allowed  even  an 
"hope  to  be  entertained  that  an  opportunity  of 
gratifying  such  a  wish  would  present  itself^ 
till,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  I8O99  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  most  unexpectedly  proposed  to  m^^ 
as  a  compensation  for  my  not  having  it  in 
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my  power^  during  that  season^  to  put  in 
execution  a  projected  voyage  to  a  tropical 
climate^  that  I  should  take  my  passage  in  a 
merchant-ship^  then  expected  to  leave  Eng- 
land in  the  sp%Q^9f  (bfee  days^  and  spend 
my  summer  iii  Icefand.  To  this  I  most  rea- 
dily and  thankfully  acceded ;  and^  having 
made  such  preparations  as  the  shortness  of 
the  notice  would  allow,  I  repaired  to  Graves- 
end  and  was  on  board  the  Margaret  and 
Apne  at  the  tjime  agpQint^, 


.*rije,unfortunswtj3  iccideiit,  wh)ch  ha^  de- 
privedL  nie  of  nearly  the  whole  of  th^  fruits 
of  this  excursion^  s^nd  has  obliged  ^§  (a 
rely,  i^  no  small  4egi^^  upon  my  men}pry;» 
^eeds  not  heriQ  to  be  detailed)  it  will  find  i];i|^ 
place  m .  the  narrative  of  the  voyage ;  «u jSice 
it  now  to  observi^,  that  the  only  things  re.s- 
cued  froii)  the  flames  were,  a  portion  of  ii^y: 
jpurnal,  containing  little  ipore  than  the  op*, 
currence^  of  the  first  four  weeks  of  my  stay 
911  the  island^  and  m  Icelandic  lady's  wed- 
ding-dress,  which  was  saved  by  the  extrs^or- 
dinary  exertipps  of  the  steward  of  the  ship^' 
Of  the.  rest  of  my  manuscripts  and  co)le(K 
tipDs,  incluciing  plants,  books,  drawmgfs,  ^pi-. 
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aentb,  and  other  (subjects  of  n«t)iinl  hieitny^ 
noditiig  cMild  be  preserved. 

With  the  tfleiider  materials  that  remained 
to  me,  I  Aould  not  have  ventared  upon 
committing  the  feUowtiig  Reoollectiona  to 
paper,  even  as  thejr  were  originafly  in^ 
tended,  merely  for  the  perusal  of  some  of 
my  friefnds,  but  at  the  solidtatioti  of  the 
most  valued  of  those  friends.  It  is  to  Mr* 
Dawson  Turtier,  of  Yarmouth,  that  these 
sheets  owe  their  existence. 

To  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  besides  being  ho- 
nored with  his  counsel  and  assistance  prepa« 
fatory  to  the  undertaking  of  the  voyage,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  truly  hospitable  enters 
tainment  that  I  experienced  from  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Iceland,  who  felt,  I  am  sure,  a 
real  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  having  it  in 
their  power  to  ofier  their  services  and  to  pay 
every  possible  attention  to  a  stranger,  visiting 
their  country  with  dn  introduction  from  their 
great  and  generous  benefactor.  Not,  how- 
ever, satisfied  with -this,  on  my  return  to 
England,  no  sooner  did  Sir  Joseph  learn 
&at  I  was  preparing  my  Recollections  of^ 
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Iceland  for  the  press^  than  he  most  liberally 
offered  me  the  Use  of  his  own'  manuscript 
journal,  and  various  other  papers  and  docuf- 
ments  relative  to  the  island,^  together /with 
the  magnificent  drawings  of  the  scenery, 
dresses  of  the  inhabitants,  &c.,  which  ^ere 
made  by  the  artists  who  attended  him  on  his 
voyage  thither,  in  1772.  From  the  former 
of  these  valuable  coUeictions  I  have  extracted 
such  parts  as  were  not  noticed  by  Von  Troil ; 
and,  from  reduced  copiies  of  a  few  of  the 
latter,  have  been  made  the  engravings  that 
accompany  these  volumes.  These  are,  indeed^ 
upon  too  small  a  scale  to  give  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  originalsy  which  would  do  honor 
to  a  large  and  copious  history  of  Iceland ; 
but  pmwum  parva  decent ^  and  they  are  well 
suited  both  to  the  size  and  pretensions  of 
the  book  they  are  designed  to  illustrate. 

The  reception  which  I  met  with  from  thfe 
merchants  and  owners  of  the  vessel  in  which 
I  sailed,  Messrs.  Phelps,  Troward,  and  Brace- 
bridge,  and  the  assistance  which  I  derived 
from  them,  demand  my  most  sincere  thanks; 
the  readiness  with  which  the  foritier  of  these 
gentlemen,  in  particular,   whose  society   I 
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enjoyed  daring  the  voyage^  entered  into  all 
my  yiews^  and  the  willingness  with  which 
hef  supplied  me  with  every  thing  that  could  ' 
afibrd  me  accommodation^  or  might  further 
the  object  of  my  pursuits,  have  left  a  lasting 
impression  of  gratitude  upon  my  mind, 

f 

Neither  can  I  suiter  to  pass  in  silence  the . 
civility  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  iii  col- 
lecting plants  for  me  in  his  late  excursion  to 
Iceland ;  nor  the  attention  shown  me  by 
Doctor  Wright,  of  Edinburgh.  Though  a 
stranger  to  the  latter  gentleman^  till  my 
arrival  in  Scotland  on  my  return  from  Ice- 
land, he  nevertheless  participated  feelingly 
in  my  misfortunes,  and  begged  me  to  make 
any  use  I  pleased  of  the  various  subjects  of 
natural  history  in  his  possession,  which  had 
been  collected  in  Iceland  by  his  nephew,  the 
late  Mr.  Wright,  an  amiable  young  man, 
who  accompanied  Sir  John  Stanley  on  his 
voyage  to  that  country. 

No  apoI(^9  I  trust,  will  be  considered 
necessary  for  prefacing  my  journal  with  a 
slight  and  very  cursory  sketch  of  Icelandic 
histx>ry5  or  with  the  details  that  follow^  ex- 
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planatoiy  of  the  various  oiSces^  ^$  wqU  cmli 
as  ecclesiastical.  An  introduction^  compris-* 
log  these^  and  hints  on  a  few  other  most 
remarkable  objects  in  the  island^  appeared 
to  me  to  be  necessary^  not  only  fw  the  proper 
understanding  of  much  of  my  narrative,  but 
to  prevent  these  volumes  from  being  to  such 
a  degree  incomplete  as  would  have  r^idered 
them  almost  useless. 
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ilcELAND,  one  of  ihte  *  most  considerable  of 
the  European  isle^^  is  situated  in  the  northern 
jiart  of  the  Atlantic  Ooean ;  aod^  accord^ 
ing  to  the  most  authentic  observations  that 
iiatep  fifeetf  made^  betweferi  the  sixtjr-tftirrf 
aind  sixty-seventh  degrees  of  north  liatitude^ 
find  the  sixteenth  and  twenty-fiftb  degrees  of 

longitadei^  west  of  Gfeenwkb'*. 

)  '   •    '  -  • 

♦Thtf  able"  French  navfgato^^  M^  (fe  Verdotar,  dl6 
1ft  Cttniie,  i;^hffiit  speakiog  of  the  niaps  oT'Id^laiid  ih 
Kb  Foyage  en  diverses  Partm  de  VEurtfpe  de  tJfrique 
et  de  tAnierique,  takes  the  opportunity'  of  remarking 
"  qu'  dies  difffercttt  tant  entr"  elles,  et  d*aiHWr*  etles 
iTaecfblrdent  si  petl  arec  hrr^sultat'de  nud'  ob^^rvatio^iiar, 
poit  rapport  a  la  partie^  qtie'  nous  avons  partotiiue^ 
i{vt  m  ne  noi^  est  pans  possible  die  pr^sumer  qu""  efles 
Jtpreseiitent  plus  MMemtht  les  parties  que  nous 
|ii*avons  pu  reconnMtre.'^-^ArDgrim  Jonas,  likewiscri 


Till  IMtRODUCTlOM* 

Whether  or  not  this  island  was  the  Thule 
of  any  of  the  ancient  writers,  who  have 
spoken  of  a  country  by  that  name,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  has  been  often  discussed,  and  by 

in  bis  Brevis  Commentarius  de  hlandii,  after  haviDg, 
with  great  pains^  collected  many  of  Ibe  various  opi- 
Bionfl  that  exists*  in  his  time^  respecting  the  situa- 
tion of  Iceland,  observes,  to  use  the  words  of  his 
translator,  '^  There  be  others,  also,  who  either  in  their 
maps  or  writings  have  noted  the  situation  of  Iceland ; 
notwithstanding  it  i^  to  no  purpose  to  set  down  any 
more  of  their  opinions,  because  the  inoi-e  you  have  the 
itkore  contrary  shall  you  find  them.'*    M .  de  Verdun 
took  a  very  accurate  observation  in  the  middle  of  the 
Wes^mann's  laks,  whieh  lie  very  ne%r  to,  and  «orre* 
apond  with,  the  southern  point  of  the  main  land,  and 
the  position  given  was  63^  20'  30v  of  north  latitude, 
and  2««*  47'  50"  longitude,  west  of  Parb.    From  an-» 
other  observation  made  by  the  same  officer  at  Cap 
Nord,  the  most  noFtfaero  point  of  the  bland,  its  situa-*' 
tion  was  ascertained  to  be  in  ^°^  AA^  north  longi- 
tude, and  2IS0.4''  latitude,  west  of  Paris.— With  rtgard 
tp  the  ipaps  which  accompany  the  present  publican 
tion^  Mr.  Arrowsmith  has,  with  great  care  and  assi- 
duity»  collected  information  from  the  best  authorities, 
in  ord^r  tP  render  them  the  most  correct  of  any  that 
have  yet  appeared;  and  he  has  not  only  made  ample 
use.  of  the  vpluquBS  of  M.  VerdHu,  but  also  of  manu-* 
script  maps  apd  charts  which  have  .been  construeted 
by  I)anish  officers,  who  have  been  employed  in  Ieelftf|4 
%\  UlP  ej^penee  of  bb  Pani^h  Majesty. 
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IX 


none  perhaps  more  My  thain  hy  Amgrim 
Jonas,  in  his  Tractatu3  de  Tslandid ;  but  it 
nevertheless  remains  undecid^.  Still  more 
to  be  doubted  are  the  accounts  that  have 
been  handed  down  to  us,  principally  by 
Geoffrey,  of  Monmouth,  of  the  subjuga* 
tion'*^  of  the  island  by  King  Arthur,  and  of 
the  subsequent  arrival  in  England '  of  a* 
King-f-  of  Iceland  to  do  homage  to  'thatf 
prince.  Were  these  particulars  substan- 
tiated, the  relation  of  the  discovery  and  coIo- 


*  '• 


*  ^'.Abdo  CifaHstt  517»  Arthitnu,  isecaada  regni 
tuianno^  subjugatis  totius  Hibernis  partil^u9»  ctessem 
suam  dircxit  in  Islandianij  eaiuquej  debeUato  ppputOj 
subjugavit/' -— Ga//rid.  Monumet.  Hist.  Briton,  lib.  9. 
c.  10. 


t  f '  MiMid  deiade  in  divcrsa  regna  legatU^  invitan* 
tur  Ikm  ex  Galliis,  qulkm  ex  coSlateralibus  astern  in* 
fiulis  oceanic  qui  ad  curiam  veaire  deberent ;  ex  coUa* 
teralibus  autem^  insulis^  Guiliaumurius  rex  Hibernis^ 
Maluasiui  rex  hlanidia,  Doldavius  rex  Gotlandise^  6un-< 
nasiiu  rex  Oroadum^  Lot  rex  Norvegiee^  Aschtlius  rex 
Danorum."  —  6a//rid.  Monum.  Ub.9,  c.  IS. -^It  is 
further  mentioned^  in  the  niaeteenth  chapter  of  the 
ninth  book  of  the  same  author^  that  Prince  Arthur 
had  six  score  thousand  soldiers  sent  him  from  these 
M3^  countries  I 


iiisatioif  of  loektid,  s^  gken  by  the  most 
vespectabte  histpmtis  of  the  country, .  i^^^t 
be  looked  upon  as  a  fable* 

■  » 

.  Following,  therefore^  the  native  writevs-  of 
Iceland,  its  earliest  discoverer  upon  record 
was  a  famous  pirate  of  the  nafiie  of  Naddoc, 
a^^  Norwegian  by  birth,  who,  in  the  year  86 1  ^ 
wasvdfiven  thither  by  a.temp^t;  whife  on  «l 
voyage. from  his  native  country  to,^e  Ferroe 
Islands,;  and^  on  account  of  the  vast  ^ua'ntityr 
of  snow,  with  which  he  observed  the  moun* 
tains  to  be  covered;,  named  it  Snoeland.  Not 
alamied,  however,  by  this  chitfitifg  prospect^ 
such  was  the  account  of  the  country  he  gave 
on  his  return  home,  that  others  were  induced 
to  go  in  search  of  it.  The  first  of  these, 
Ganiar  Suavenien,  a^  nati^ve  of  Sweden,  set 
sail  in  the  year  S64,  and,  after  approaching 
the  eastern  coast,  proceeded  round  the  island 
to  a  harbor  in  the  north,  where  he  came 
to  an  anchor,  and>  passed  the  winter  at^-  a 
place  which  has  since  borne  the^  appellationr 
of  Skialfiord :  in  order  to  immortalize  him- 
self for  this  bold  exploit,  he  altered  the  name 
of  the  island  to  Gardarsholme.    The  next 


• 

mlv^Btorer  was  Floco^  ^k9^  as  the  opmpMn 
wa»  not  yet  discovered^;  to  remedy  tbuh  <left.i> 
cieacy,  took  in  his  vessel  som^  rftvena^,  ther 
3acred  bird  of  the  noi^th  ;  one  oi  whieht  afc 
the  tioie  vifk&n  he  smpposed  he  waa  dratiHual^ 
tawards  the  termination.  q£  kifk  .¥CM)ragA^  H% 
sttfieced  to  esicape,  hoping^,  bj)!  ils- eounw^ 'to» 
be  mor^  purely  directed  to^ard^^  the^e^nntrjr 
of  which  he  wms  in;  search  j.  the  birdi  howr^t 
ever^  tuitlf  d  his  fli^t  towards  Haddandj  th« 
port  wb(wc<^. '  they  h«d:  90t  out^,  and  sft«: 
tisfied  FIqcO'  .  that^  he  was  4ttll.  at  a  leaardis^ 
tance  from  Norway  tjbati.frpmGacdarsbolmbif 
Par8ain§[  hia*  vofy^ags^  thei^fojie^  for  sonu^ 
time  longet^  he  at  length  liberated  anoliieir 
ravenj  who^  finding  *^  no  rest  for  the  sole  of 
bis  feet/'  returned)  and  took  refuge  id  the 
vess^  JUi  1^  few  days  n  third  raven  wi»r  auC-^ 
feced  to  leaTe  the  shipj  and  this^  inoie  for^. 
tiinate^,  pursued  its^  ooiKirse' towards  %h6  \on§^ 
exfiect^d  shore.  Flodd^  in  like  mamncto  aob 
his  predecessors  had  done>.  first  touebed  ab 
the  eastern  ooaat^  whenfie^  steering  his  eeiurse* 
raand  the  southern  part  of  the  island,  he 
CKiiktered  the  great  gulf  (now  eaZfed  Faaca« 
fiord)   between  the  two  promontories:  tfaat^ 
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have' since  been  disttngnished  by  the  names 
of  Snoefel-nes  and  Reikanes ;  but,  afterwards, 
proceeding  northward,  he  harbored  for  the 
winter  at  Watnsfiotdur,  in  the  gulf  of  Breid- 
a6ord«  So  great  was  the  quantity  of  ice 
which^  m  the  spring  of  the  following  year,- 
entered  the  harbor,  that  Floco  was  tempted, 
in  consequence  of  it,  once  more  to  change 
the  name  of  the  island,  and  give  it  that 
which  it  has  ever  since  retained*  He  passed 
another  winter  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
country  jM-eviously  to  his  return  to  Norway, 
where^  on  account  of  the  use  he  had  made 
of  the  ravens,  he  obtained  the  appellation 
of  Rafnafloke, 

Induced  by  the  relation  given  by  Floco 
of  the  condition  of  the  new  country,  Ingulf, 
a  Norwegian,  of  noble  birth  and  great  opi^* 
lence,  having  fallen  under  the  displeasure 
of  the  tyrant,  Harald  Hafalgar,  conceived, 
together  with  his  friend,  Hiorleif^  the 
project  of  establishing  themselves  in 
Iceland:  in  pursuance  of  this  plan,  the 
former  sailed,  in  870,  for  the  purpose  of 
exploring  its  shores ;  but  no  settlement  was 
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made  till  th^  year  874,  when  they  bodi  / 
emigrated^  accompanied  by  their  respective  / 
families  and  numerous  followers.  In  cpm*  / 
pliance  with  a  custom  among  the  Norwe- 
gians, that  was  sanctibned  by  the  religion  of 
those  days,  Ingulf^  on  his  approach  to  the 
coast,  cast  the  door-posts  of  the  house  which 
he  had  left  into  the  sea,  that  wheresoever 
they  were  thrown  on  shore  he  might  establish 
his  in&nt  colony  ;  but,  being  himself  driven 
in  a  different  direction  from  them,  he  was 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  landing  on  a 
promontory,  which  to  this  day  bears  the  name 
of  Ingulfshofde,  in  the  south-eastern  part  of 
the  island  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  period 
of  three  years  that  the  posts  were  found  on 
the  shore  of  the  bay  where  Reikevig  now 
stands,  to  which  spot  Ingulf,  with  his  fa- 
mily, immediately  repaired,  and  built  their 
habitation.  Hiorleif,  regardless  of  heathenish 
superstitions,  fixed  his  abode  at  a  place 
called  Hiorleifsh&fde,  and  employed  him- 
self and  his  attendants  in  the  cultivation ,  of 
the  soil.  A  termination  was  soon  put  to  tm 
improvement  and  his  life' by  som^  Irish 
servants,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him 
from  Norway,  and  who  afterwards  fled  tg 
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Ilie  scarcely  accesi^ble  rocks  of  the  West- 
matin's  Isles,  where  Ingulf*  pursued  and 
«tew*  them. 

Iceland  is  'said  to  have  been  so  entirely 
overgrown  with  thick  forests  of  birch,  that 
whenever  the  settlers  had  occasion  to  make 
excursions  into  the  country,  they  were  forced 

^  The  spot  wfa^e  Ingulf 's  remains  were  interred  k 
pcwted  out  to  ihu  day^  and  U  known  bj  the  name  of 
Ineulfsbaugur :  '^  Ce  tombeau^  qui  consiste  en  une 
grande  butte^  peut  6tre  vu  distinctement  du  can- 
ton i  il  a  deux  cents  toises  de  circonft^rence;  et  pa- 
rai^  cdimne  un  tertre  naturel  form^  de  gravier,  de 
pieirr«8>  ^  en  partie.  de  la  roche  m^me.  II  n'est  pc^nt 
lAvraisemblable  que  cet  Ingulf  soit  enterr^  ici>  la 
raison  qu*  an  en  donne,  toute  singuli^re  qu*  elle  est, 
le  confirmed  Ingulf  a  ordonn^^  dit  on^  qu*  on  le  fit 
enterrer  au  sommet  de  cette  montagne^  afin  de  pou« 
voir  dans  Fautre  Tie^  promener  librement  ses  r^;ards 
fl|Ur  une  yaste  ^tendue  du  paj»  qu'  ii  avait  oonquis ; 
ce  qui  s'accorde  fort  bien,  avec  les  id^es  supersti- 
tieuses  des  payens  du  mord.  L*^v^ue  Brynjulf  Svend- 
sen^  qui  aimait  beaucoup  les  mohumens  antiques^  se 
transporta  sur  cette  montagne^  accompagn^  d*un  des 
liieiUelin  po^es  de  riaiande,  qu]>  sut  k  demande  de 
r^v^ue^  compboa  sur  le  lien  un  chant  en  honneur 
d*Ingulf3  r^v6que  et  sa  sooi^te  jr  ^levbrent  en  mkme 
temps^  de  leurs  propres  mains^  des  pierres  qu*  ils  y 
trouv^rent^  une  pyramided  ^  la  m^moire  d*Ingul£ 


|9  <^p  fimf^cB  with'tbe  axe.  The  ^QOMfai 
4i4  not  9^fpsar  to  have  been  at  all  times 
wptboul;'  lohAhitants,  though  there  is  gveak 
iBsason  to  ^iippose  t^t  they  were  onl  j  casual 
visitors^  and,  from  various  little  utensils  fvfaiok 
Were  found  belonging  to  Christian  worship, 
that  th^  were  of  that  jreligion.  Are  Fvode 
ohserv^s,  m  the  Landnama  Saga,  that  these 
|)epf>l§  were  eall^,  hj  the  Norwegians,  Pa<« 
par  I  jn  whom  seem  to  have  originated  thi$ 
Q9q3es  of  PapaHBound^  in  Norway,  Papey, 
in  Iceland,  and  Papay  Stroosay  and  Papay 
W^tray,  in  the  Orkney  Isles.  The  eastern 
^ast^  of  the  island  were  the  most  £rer 
^41^^^  by  the  Papar*,  who  aw  by  many 
mpposed  to  have  beea  Irish  priests,  mh^ 
Hbpred  %o  wnvfy  the  blessings  of  Chris-t 
t}9$iity  ampi\g  omiy  of  tlie  northera  nations* 


« ^  •  •  •  I 


So  fff»t  Wis  )th^:  niimher  of  Norwegianv 
whp.  nove  ifqUowed  Ingulf,  in  order  to  escape 


.  ^  Th^  vmrd  Papa,  or  Vapi,  ln»  ;not  aiviajs  bctfaf 

^ci^n^  Jtimes  given  to  all'lplippsi  ^4  it  laiai^jr. 
siace  Gregoiy  vii.  that  it  has  been  appropriated  to 
t|^e  l^isbpp  of  lloiDe.-^S^  J4rim*M  £c«faftk»tififtl  Hu^ 
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the  yoke  of  an  oppressor  at  home^  that^  in 
the  course  of  sixty  years,  the  whole  of  the 
coasts,  and  most  of  the  habitable  parta^ 
are  said  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  new 
settlers. 

As  the  population  increased,  the  necessity  of 
having  a  regular  form  of  government  became 
apparent;  and,  accordingly,  about  the  year 
928,  a  constitution  was  established,  which 
continued  in  full  vigor  for  more  than  three 
hundred  and  thirty  years.  This  early  state  of 
the  republic  was  evidently  an  aristocracy.  The 
island  was  divided  into  four  quarters,  to 
whidi  were  given  the  names  of  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass ;  these  also  into  three 
(with  the  exception  of  the  northern  quarter, 
where,  on  account  of  its  extent,  there. were 
four)  lesser  divisions,  or  prefectures,  which 
were  called  Pyng ;  and  these  agaiii  were  sub- 
divided into  ten  or  more  districts,  called 
Hreppars.  In  each  of  them  a  number  of 
inhabitants,  not  Jess  than  t^enty^  pbs« 
siessed  of  a  certain  portion  of  landed  pro- 
pcrty*,    constituted  an  assembly..    Out  of 

^'  Those  who  were  to  l>e  admitted  into  this  assembly 
were  chosen  at  a  meeting  of  all  the  members  5  it  was 


this  body,  five  were  chosen,  wlib  werethfe' 
most  celebrated,  in  the  first  instance',  folr' 
fbeir  Wisdom  and  integrity,  atid^  in  the* 
next,  for  their  wealth  and  possess! oils  1(lesi' 
tbey  should  be  exposed  to  contempt  or  con** 
fup^ioti)  and  appointed  judgesy  br  'Hreppa-' 
rtiontrs,  who  were  privire^d  to  convoke  tb*" 
assemblies,  to  pass  sentence,  and  to  punishf 
6nmes  in  their  respective  cbarts.  It  Waa  their 
dfficey  iridreovier',  t6  attend  to  the*  wants  of 
the  poor,  and  to  prevbtit,  As  inuch  as  laiy  in' 
their  power,  the  lower  class  of  people*  from 

1 

« 

narticularly  tbeir  iotereat:  to  exclude  all  &ach  a&  were' 
likely  to  be  reducedr  in  circumstaoces.:  for^  in  tbat 
case,  the  person  and  his  family  were  niaintained  at 
the  expettt!e  of  the  a^embly;  '  H  ivBS,  ihoTeoter«  en-' . 
dieted  by  law,  ihatt^eii  any  of  th^  members  of  4lie 

Hreppar  were  sufering' un^er  the  losp  ^  of ,  hoQset  pt^ 

■  J, 

hujidipgi,  by  fire  or  any  other  accident,  or  of  cattle 

•  1  «  I  Ik' 

by  disease,,  an  estimate  of  the  damage  should  be  made 
within   fourteen  days  and  the  full  amount  be  paid  to ' 
the  sufierer,  either  out  of  pubHc  funds, 'eistablished^ 
for  the  purpose,  or  by  a  coUeetioa  made  at  the  houses 
of  every  indindual,  each  member  paying  according;  to 
his  ^bstan^< 

9 

*  Every  pauper  'was  to  be  admitted  into  the  family 
of  hi^  nearest  relative,  if  he  had  any,  otherwise  he  was 
to  reside  in  his  own  Hreppar,  and  be  supported 
entirely  at  the  public  ejcpence. 

c 


^  ,ip%t  ^tat^  .of  ^^e.  pojnwunitjr  ;t  W9IH 
Igfl^e4  up9^  as  |^o?t  4i8gracefi\ltQ.;i»ecflmf> 
^J?Pgg^  tferougji  ^dlenf«»  ,  Ai;pgriitJ ;  Joo^r 

WR.piiWhW«nt^*  wrejpfli^d  W.pfiWffib 
ap  f^ejoAit^,  ^^^  l^eftvy  ftoes  iropo^fl^^yn^ft 
%>$Q  .who.  wefQ  d,etecil;e<A  of  %)^ppp^.^94, 

^9pr^sing  tl^ia  cla? 8  of  pwpl?.,,     ,,      •   ..i; 

The  Hreppsstiorars^  as  has  been  just  stated, 
had  authority  to  convoke  assembKes  of  the 
people;  and  these  as&embUes  may  be  con- 
sidf  r^4  9f  two.  kiiiKls,  tl^e  fixed  or  Qir^infuyiJi 
ftAd  the  extraordinary^  or  aucK  a$  were  called 
on  speekr  occcasions.  It  appears  tbait,  all 
both  of  tbem^  each  ihember  carried  with  him 
some  emblem  or  si&^n.  which,  smce  th^  intro- 
4qoti;Q9  of  phifistiwity*  w^  a.  sffiaU  vroo4$^| 
crotS)  and  the  omission  of  iit  was  coni|ideredl 


,f 


*  Of  such  a  description^  is  the  following:  ''Item 
altera- lex  deejfiaaxod^  iuen4icis  impuo^  caBti3^i|}ja» 
etianisi  cum  ^run4en^  nece  .  conj|unctuia  foret^.  n^e 
iridellcet  ostiatini  vivendo  Uberos  eignerent.  simile 
parentibus,  qui  postoiodum  oneri  es^ent  ReipubliqaB. 

•  •  •  .■»•■»     4    • 

J^/andi  Tractatus.  p,  437* 


«fd  here'  ai^ciii^'  'p&fmti^  Wkf^  brottgttt  'f» 
irtiA  0h^  to' t^»ive'pvitiisiMi^M.     If  thV 

etHef  hiihiifM  mmoneA   the   fiekninAk^ 
^epn  h&VKi  nm\BH6  oi^'dn^il^i^  to  96' it} 

ft^'^im;    it  #as'>Flis  dlity,  !ilta»^e,  tti  T>iin^ 
f^mm^'aW'^M  ititk  bf  ii^trHic^,  'WJ 

li^f^^i^!^,  li«'«^a»^  subject  to' be  c&ll«d  Ui 

m'^^c^uih  '^^  Mf  d&iit' ttimh^s'  of  \M 

Mi^apj^f,  4.rl9  limM^  in'  a  pecUfkWiy  fiUe. 


it'     ff      1/ 


I  • 


!Bd«li<  <j[iart<^  6f  th^'  ililandi  -ali  haa  he&v 
^mi6y  'statled,^  cdnUflAKtf  tlKree  («^^  lAif^* 
jIdrfiHeph,  -#hibh  ha^  fc^  le^s^  'divfifibT^ 
oi^vj^ifefefefures.  'tkeae  wer6" tfhdeif  «he' su^' 
kifiend^nce'  of*  niagfitrMes  bf  diucli  greatf^- 
nMi^iild^  dtgAity  IbM  t!^6  Hi^eppbsiibrarsy 
ftid^  mij^  Be  lookiid  upc^i  aisi  the  Priaefects  *  of 

.  *  TMse  were  the  noblcfs  dF  tbe  laDcd^  ''£|»  Op^ 
t|puites  hoc  loco  aj^Uamus^  et  statum  Reipublicos^ , 
horum  '  Inspectione  .  gubematum,     Aristocratiam.  *' 
M^ngHm\fQnas  Mandi   Tract: 


Hk  i9nriK>pucm9iNr< 


eeclemstiG^l  as  well  f»,  to  c|vU  .afl&ir^*e  >{TlNip 
w#re,the  piests  ^n.^thc^  sacr^ < plajses^  ttii4i 
judges  ;  in: .  businessL  relajting  to  the  law  #> 
iild^oiigb  it  imist  be  observed^  tjbat,  (he  in*. 
terpretaitioQ  of  the  law  belonged, .in  a|  mofp^ 
partpcalar  manaer^  to  a  person  of  $Uit  Jiighc^ 
mJktharitf,  hereafter  to  be  .  |iot|ced ^  j  ITInp 
Pr^ects  were^  in  the  Icebndic^  distopniiT^ 
nsitedGodar  or  JIfffgodar  {irpmrlf(fff.%. 
|einpl:e)j.apd  their  offi(^  was  oaliedGW^n^ 
In  order  to  give  the  greater  dignity  to  theyr. 
meetings,  they  were  convened  in  the  sfior^ 
places^  and^  in  like  manner  as  the  Repps- 
tJK^rars^^  niay  be  looked  npQB  as  of  two  kiftds, 
die  ordiiMuy  or  annnutly  and,  the  .extraoih 
4inary, ,  ^r  those  that  were ; appoin^d <  ^nly  .m« 
cases  of  emergeney.  Each  of 'them  >Ya£idistin*, 
guished  by  some  sign .  q^  emblem^  ;  h^  ^^t 
head  pf  the  chureh^  mtfain.  his  own.prsBfec-r 
ture,  was  part. of  the  olBfice  of  this  magistrate^ 
to  appoint  the  sacrifices  and  ceremonies  that 
werfe  to  be  performed  in  the  templeis;  to 
collect  the  tribute-money  for  the  expences 
attending    religious    wprship    and    keeping 
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(tiyJinpwBe  fin^'i'  on  those  whb  were  foiind 
^ilty  crf:proian^g  the  temples w  speaking 

4ri«vereiitly  of  the  gods.  :;....> 

I"    « .  _       , 

m:  When  .any  albir  ocjcurred  of  great-  im- 

* 

ipdftotieey  or  ^sivch^  as  <x>nrcemed  the  whoib 
ipDGmittb,  the  three  Praefect^  of  such  provinee 
.assembled^  aod  formed  the  Ftordnngathyng^ 
^«r  *  States .  oC  the  -  Quarter,  ITiese  were  as 
a>ftbn<  cmivoked  as  any  danger  thi^atening 
themrbole  pfovtnce  seemed  to  require,  or  th^ 
iquiarisels  among  the  difib^nt  comtnnnities  of 
ti&epraefectares  rendered' necessaiy. 

'  Saperior,  however,  to  all  the  magistrates 
-that  have  now  beeen  described,  wad  the 
'  Logmann^  or  I^sogmann,  who^  was  eleeted^ 
-by  iha  ehoice  of  the  people,  sovereign 
.Jiadge  of  thfe  whole  Island.     He  was,  as  his 

title  implies^  the  expounder  of  the  lafw.     He 

*  In  Iceland  and  Norway  all  crinies  were  r^ted 

*at  a  certain  number    of  marks.      The    mark   ivas 

^ ^divided  into  eight  parts^  each  of  which  was  equivalent 

<ta.siix;  cJIb  of  vadmalj.  isonsequently  one  mark  (whi6h 

consisted  of  somewhat  mor^  than  an  ounce,  of  iife 

silver)  was  equal  in  value  to  forty-eight  ells  of  this 

cloth* 


wan  jNmooifoiwiN. 

mwBt^^  mew  hwiyniimAhA  iQirdfcmgpDd  'diB 
ilAd  Qn^fe  end  nvat  cbiirgBd  with  i  ^etivfp.  Amn 
|»)t  i^  eaieeiition;  tnd  wbea  written  i  hsifi 
caoie  into  use,  the  LfOgfinana  hadthen  itrhis 
custody.  This  magistrate  chiefiy  officiated 
4r  the  gpe^.as^^iiiihly.or  Altbii^  wJbMK  he 
'^l^^kfd  aunu^ly,  >  and  which  was,  jsMcimM 
^y  ^  Qwry  member  4if ,  the  state  «iid .  by  evoigr 
citizen  oiiA^  ie(laci4.  Here  the  more ^ireigh^ 
j^nd  impc^Ant  causes  were. broij^htfbnttanli 
find  the  proi^iqciM  jud;;ea  were  .induced  .t» 
^qiHfaiot<  theuisdiResi  ki»  threir. veajagectijrerjwii^ 
^ic^iplii^  ^iih  {be  greater  da|(ilio%  leal)  tfaqir 
acts  shouid  he  sepreseated .  ta  this  aaaepiibljpr 
and  they  thereby  be  subject  to  be  con* 
deinned  %n4  pMlUth^; .  for  to  this  courlblay 
^fik  appeal  ftpm  the.  sentencesi  pronouneM 
y^  f41>kh^  inHorioff  courts,  lilii^  gceat:  ei^ 
MQ^Ijr  o^',  ^a .  states,  .  which  .  was:  tAww^$ 
bfgun  and  ended,  witls  sacriAbesi^  ksMd 
fc^irteep  d|iy8>  begiiming.  in  the  month  ef 
May;  and  was  held,  for  some  timej^  at 
Arm^anfel  iq  the  southern  part  pf  the 
island ;  bujt  ^afterwards  a^  Xhin^v^li^.  The 
Icel^ndie.  hastmians  haire  widi  gtemteaiHt 
•jMneserved  the 'names  of  thdse^  persons  ih 
the  idand^  who  have  been  elevated  to  the 


tiiere  were  in  all  thirty-eight.    Among  these ' 

tf'~€e(Mtu^'>iltUge,'  tt^  lidin(jh^<l«iitf^is 
•die  flt^'Wht^  4a^  6ott9l9to1fed  Lt%a6lMfa,"k 

fNitititt^-Bdtle;  dbfihg '^Hkk^  f^^'f^gaA- 

IMH(bfWh«d'the'iiaK«n  4Mr^  i^6ii%^{StU('ieMtt, 
<4l«  ftNtiAoll^  4i>t6ria&  ^hd  ]^t,  irhct  iMa 
JNlKitieti  liif  lf2«8;«^  GetHhi^fln^Ga«6rnuA^  tHe 
last  of  the-  Ldgtaetltf,  '^M  tt^iVMatned'Me 
authori^  from  1259  to  1&63,  at  which  time, 
-KiVftig  Id^  ^(HthMMd^'th<6  fttr^srts  ittii  m^ 
KcltAC}ori8'6f'Hiteo}  kitig^<6f  !96twl^/ }t'4Hi8 
)^Mckt<i  b)^' '  tbd  HitAaMm,  irt  i  nd^ti 
tfMein%/«tfiiMnh«/  «6dAldi  db  hd^yg^'  k> 
«htit  ];n4iic^'^ 'ftnhl  (hey '  acctnrdingly  IfecMtfe 
tiW-^ut^^^^  N<Arw«^j'iJft(»-  batitig  in«M-  . 
taioed  their  independence  for  upwards  of 
lbv9rf4AmdbM<a»d>itMt^  ymiw  titthough  a 

ift  the  istand^  it  does  not  appear  .that  the  in<- 
tef nal  ooQstkution,  -.  or  the,  )qlw^  uodcfw^pvt 

&tthfiil  •  in  ^w  aJ^imcs  <to  '  ^iv^  m^ 


,ap)tarf»  ai(d.liecai|iei  n^dieoi,  nnhmrneBf: 
;tq  Itie  cmwo  of  DtniDnrk,  in  the  year  lB»lf. 

..  ..,TV  code  of  bws^  called  the  JooMbcky  was 
.lee^ved  in  Icelfuidio  1380;  bat  thk.  seems 
^  l^vj^ .  been  {principally  founded  on  A/^ 
snore  -  ancient  laws  of  the  island.     It^  under- 
went much  alteration  when  the  Danes  h^ 
.possession  of  the  country^  till,  at  lev^th^  most 
nuitters  were  d^ded  by  the  law  of  Den- 
.mprk,  ^nd  continue  to  be  ao  to  this  dagr^ 
with.  SQme,fe;w  excepticAs  ayd  a^ltefyitioDs, 
.ndapted  ta  locs^  circumfttaocas,.  < 


t  •  »i 


.(.,  'Jlh^  Danes^  bayc;  entiyist^  the  gpyem- 
:njfqt*  v9f,  th^  island  :to  a  pepon  who  is 
•pty^d  ^Stftftsapaptmsp,  tb|t  is:^ith^;  sf^reme 
governor  of  a  pfoyiqtce  or  stiftsampit; .  TkP 
jfti^psLf^ipt  oti  Ice^s^nd  ia.  divided   ipto   fpur 

K^pts^  '^acb  nf.>which  was  fi^rmeidjp  iim;^ 

•»      '  '  '    '     I  «.* 


:  . '«  Fqir  1  IMp  a(i;couiU  of.  ibs  pftaont  4tsfci  of 

this  IntrodpctioDj  as  w6ll  as  for  that  of  the  state  of 

commerce  of  the  island^   I  am  greatly  indebted  to 

*Mr.  Jorgensen^  wno«  from  the  late  situation  he  held 

>  i»  leiJiKfid^  has  ht€n  ho  less  able  than  -  williog  to 

,4^iBli:  9its  wiih'  maA  uscjbl  iaforomtiof). 


ftlttscaie  of  to  AibpUttan^  wbo  m.z  iMt  cf 
^epiGrty  gfwrtior  iuh}  the*  8e(M>iid :  tnftgNltrikte 
in  the  island ;  but  at  %\\h  time  there,  ait  biit 
.two.  of  tbeaie;  the  southern  noipt  having  beett 
pat  under  the  immediate  cc^nizaQot^oli^ls 
•Stiflsamptmari,  and  the  eastern  one  united 
with. tfae  northern^  :V 


The  ampts  are  agaiti  idivided  into 
twenty  syssek,  and  these  into*  repps.  .Toeaeh 
>jiQirssel  m  preftted  -a  Sysselftian^  whose  offite 
.it  is  to  collect  the  royal  revenues^  either  in 
kin4  .or  money^  iictording  to  the  reguUticfti 
of  each  particular  district.  They  all  receive 
their  :^alaries  out  of  the  taxes,  e^eeptii^ 
only  one  or  two^  who  are  paid  an  annual  sum 

l^  the  Land£ogued. 

-    .  .        • »    • 

A  repp  is  superintended  by  a  person  called 
Reppstiorar^  who  is  subordinate  to  the  Syssel- 
man^  as  the  latter  is  to  the  Amptman^  and 
whoae  duty,  besides  that  of  seeing  to  rthe 
p6see  and  g&od  ord&r  of  the  conimtinify,  is 
^in  a  particular  manner  directed  to  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  the  poor.  A  Repp9- 
tiorar's  eoioluments  are  excessively  smallj 
and  his  ofiice  a  very  inferior  one^ 


to  Vhe  Limdfcgtted>d£4<fiilibd  k  theAmmVi^ 
4S^ih^4tlB,My  Md^iki  that  offiee  tb« .  <dli^  ^ 
S^d«)|ga0di  is  geh«itiny  atinetefdy  i«rtrieh  is 
itii0'  ^Mftei*  of  the  poliee  in  the  towm  ^tf 
'■ftfeikev9gi--  i' 

The  court  of  criminal  and  ci?il  judioattlite 
consists  of  a  judge*  and  two  assessors  (or 
ii^fior  judged' Mrith<  a  seef^taty*  AU  ten- 
^MmeeB^tntM:b&nigaedhythe  Sttftsen^tmM, 
jmA>^at  ap))Ml'liea  from  this  court  toltii» 
Mi^^ime  oM^rtof  ju^katum  atCopenhi^Mi^. 
^idefond  knows^  of  no4rtab  ^by  jdry^  fortiie 
jcidge*  aiyd,.^sessor#  aet' '  both  as  jufoi^  and 
j^odgesr.  Besides*  tlliff  superior  coufrt  or  alfhf ng. 


r 


*  The  present  chief  judgi  c^  justiliairiM  Is  <te 

learned  Mr.  Stephensen^  whose  name  so  often  occurs 

-m  the,  course  of  the 'Journal.  ■  He  is  generally  aalled 

by    his    Panlsh    title  of  Etatsro^d    (Counsellor    of 

State),  ^  • 

I  «  t     >      *    *  *         '  £  '  •  '  I  * 

''  t '<}f  liite^itfy  iit«i0ns€queiiir^  dtfiiMftf  ^f 

toxmi]iiak«doii.betweenalie  paipent  oounitvy  and.100- 
.  ]an^#;^I]^me.  power  jand  authority  in  t^be  eouvts^  0t 
judicature  have  been  given  to  the  governor^  in  con- 
jpnbtion  with  the  chief  judge  and  assessors.  This, 
itoiwever,' IS 'understood  to  be  only  a  temporary  ar-^ 
rangement. 


■  * « 


^Kkmlk^i^  ^iMtti^aisrlsiBBiiHi  Aef  ywat 
jt^kevi^  (if kiith^r  it  has  beoi.  ranowi 
only,  withiii  thew .  few  yttire  from  Tfeiog*- 
vitlle),  Xime  are^aanaal  ipcovinoiai  courts  bdld 
jn  the  .difiefeot  ayasela^  and.  eKtractattiMgr 
one^  .ar9  oeca^ionaUy  tppcHnted  by  ilhte 
AiDptiiien.  .      ' 

fi  Thfi  pmiisluiisiite  for'«a|)itfll  offeiiced'^ 
•t  (iiesfint :the  aame  a|i .liMse' iti  £>entnarky 
4nd ( jthe  ,€i^iBiti«l  is -not  hanged' but    M- 

fmms,  hO'  Icefamder  lias  loeen  fband  who 
.iKfiuld  dodeirtake  the  office  of  execuHonei*^ 
«<^>tfaat  k  has.  ;beai>  Mcieetory  for  Ifb^vety 
fewt  who  have  l^n  sontenced  to»  saflfef  deatft^ 
te.be  con^ejT^d  to  Norway^  ^there  to  rec^i^re 
.the  punishment  due  to  iheir  crimes..  The 
coinoiDn  mode  of  punishing  offences  of  a 
lessi  heinous  kind^  is  either  whippirig,  ''w 
dose .  confioement  and  haid  labor  in  the 
tttghtbiius^  or  house  of  correction)  for  certtiin 
yearS)  w  for  life. 

•  * 

X  '  f 

,0f  tihe  Wvonaes  a<Hn*ning  to  the  parent 
sfate^^Iians^m^  capable  of  speaking  with 
any  degree  of  certainty.    ^^  Some  of  them 


)Brae  irom  taxat  dn  properfrf ,  fdbadei  0poti 
iai^'estimate  which  is  aonaalfy  made^  i<iider 
UieaiiperintendaBce.of  the  Reppstiorars  of 
.j^  several  lodividuals  in  each  -  pariah.  ^  This 
Testioaate  is  conducted  in  a  somewhat  singalftt* 
jvtay;  its  basis  being  a  very,  ancient  regtrift- 
tion  of  property,  according  to  the  nuiiil)er<«f 
ells  of  wadmal,  the  cloth  of  native  manti- 
bctfiffi,  which  eac h.  ihdtvulttal  possessed,  or 
. 5va8  enabled .  to  manitfacture  in  the  coorfe  •  of 
the  year,  .  The  term   hundred,  whkh  *  w|fe 
xlormeirly  a  d^ision  dedtved  froin^  the  bnmbeMr 
^f  ells^  is  now  appliid  to  other  descriptiotifti;f 
property.  An  loelander  is  reckonibd  posseasv 
of  an  hundred,  when  he  has  twoi  horses,  « 
<;ow>  a  certain  iiupobeMr  of  sbleep  and  lambk, 
js  fisbingrboat,  furnished,  with  nets<and  lines, 
and  forty  ri^-doUars  in  specie;  and  it  is  by 
j^this  ratio  that  the  amount  of  all  possessions 
i^  asc^rt^^, .  and  th^  tributes  levied  upon 
t\\e^\^      One   of  the  ,  tributes, ;  called  tbe 
Tuin^S9  require^,  fropi  ^^very   p&rsM^  pos- 
sessing more  than  five  hundr^,  the  fino^l 
payment  of  twelve  fish,   or  an  equivalent 
aaiounjting,,}tQ    twenty-s^ven   ^kiUing^,*  qr 
.fiomewhat  more  than  a  shilling  oflEpglish 
money.    This  tax  incr^ase^  in  an  umiform 


Mlb  wkh.lthe  lAcfease  rf  property ;  ttid  its 
pfNlttoe'ift  allotted  in  eqtrali  pbrtions  to  the 
pul^lrelrefHije,  tk>  the  priests,  to  the  churches, 
fnti  to  the inmintehaQceof  ibepobr. '  Another 
tHIbiitei  0aUed;ithe   Skattur;   consisted,  in 
fotmeir  tioaes;  of  twenty  ells  of  wiidnial,  but 
is  now  cdnvniiited  to  money,  at  the  rate  of 
'feur  skillings  and  an  half  per  ell.     It  is  paid 
to  the  publid   revenue  by  the  owners  of 
ferms,  and  by  all,  whose  property,  estimated 
in  hundreds^   exceeds   the  number  of  indf- 
viduab  composing  their  faniiKes.    *  A  third 
tax,  caited  the  Olaf-icHhtr^  h  paid  eitlier  in 
fish   or   money;    likewise  in  proportipn  to 
the  property  of  each  individual*."   Besides, 
however,  what  arises  from^the  tates  iAi^osed 
opon*4he  inhabitants,   th^  king  receives  a 
certain  sum  for  the  rental  of  such  farpis  as 
ire  his  pi  ivate  property.     Land  in  Iceland 
eomes. under  three  divisions:  ftuch  as  belongs 
to   Che  king,   to   the  church,  and   to  the 
peasants  themselves.    It  would  be  interest- 
Hig  to.asteertaitt,  vrere  it  possible,  the  present 
p^ortion  of  each,  but  to  do  diis  with  any 
klud  of  accuracy  is  impracticable,  frbfai:  tlie 

^  Dr.  Holland,  in  Sir   G,  MackenzU's   T^ateU  ii 
J^l4md,p:tU.  '     '       '^ 


xtsic  tartntmacnoitt 


F« 


intihni  qhiinges  that  have  taken  j^ladt;  '  ^tft 
Icfedandte  Vilkrium  is  hehe  bdf  o«il)r  gt(id«9 
amdfroto  thur  k  ertracted  the  foHowftlg 
atatetnetot/  in  ap^lyii^  whieh  to' the)  pr^seftt 
lime;  it  must  be  obsetved,  tHat^  from-'Mib^ 
sequeht  saks,  the  qtiimtit^r  bf  ftdrttia  in  tl«i 
]|K>s9e$sion  of  ibe  occiipAers  *  ha»  b^en  tti^ 
(erially  ihcreased,  and  the  teg^V  arw!  iecclefiii 
ilatieal  estates  prc^rtionably  diminiash^* 


'.'         :                   •-        ■        •         ,            *  •   ^^         ■ 

«        ^Ib  the  king  .../:;« *'...  ,71«^     ^''^ 

I         To  tke  Bishop's  see  of  Skal^t^ .  ^MA,     .    ^ 

To  the  Bishop's  see  at  Holum  .  345 

Chorch  Glebe..'......,...,...  646 

GiebeofCfergy 146 

COebe  of  sapemnimted'Cakirgy  . .  4S .  '     '^ 

,    For  anaiBtaisiiag,  the  Poor    .:..^;  16/: 
Fop  iqaiataHiing  the  Ho^tfLls^. .    .  .    ,4;.   .     . 

To  Farmers., 1847 


Total  auiiito:  o^  Farms  . .     405# 


V 


< 

'       I  •    ■  ■  V 


The  exact  expen*tare  of  tti«  »M*I 
wlricli^  in  thb  praseiit  startb  of  affiiif^roo»| 
mderably  excfeeds  the  ambuttt  df  ifee  i<rtr«i 
liues,  is  more  easily  ascertained^  but^.  jm«- 
vioQsIy  to  mentioning  the  partieulars '  o&  ii; 


\ 


^  wiU  be   necesiary  :  .(0; :  give  maxe  Ijtl^lfi 

h^yejMt  yet  been  aoticedi^but  ^ivji^^  ^{K^W^ 
a|« diefrajfed  ter.ff>yeroa^nty:Or, .wtetia^tJbft 
^^ifi  tlfiDg^  p^id  froi^.fuads.^lt^iAh^d  ^i 
^  p|]rpo$e^  ¥fb^:h-are  uader  .tli^.  supeirnirt 
t^depfp  p{  gpj^rment.  Tlii|9  «alaries  of  ti^ 
difffi^nt.  mastera  gf.  ^he  amsiU  ^sqbpcd;  ||1; 
HfSfiji^dri  tbeooly  o^e  iu  the  b^nd  ff^iRg 
t9i»^  at  the  puhlic  ^xfmte,  togejtber  yf'^ 
thi^  allowance  foe  the  ^uppoiit  of  the  hf?^^ 
^movint  to  three  thousw^  ^wo  Jhuiid)red.f^ndt 


•  I 


•  I 


It  i9  g^eaXly  to  be*  laiofi^ted  that  Inhere  a^ 

^o  hofpi^ala  Arojag^qtrlp^Vlwl  9^  »«l»  WH 
that.  .>rhi<cb  focoMfly  ^^itod  ,at  Q^vem^ei^ 
having  be^n  dmolved,  from  beii^  couidec64 
tt9a  bttrtb^nspme  an  institution,  ai^d  the.  poQli 
iiqretch^s  8en,t  tp>  tbdr  respectiive  hon^e^ 
wbei^  those  deemed  ;iqcui?able  are  aJlowedi 
a  9W0)  pittance  for  tbei^  mainttnance^  wbjipl^ 
cioyea  iiiA  aUog^thiar  exiaeed,  the  sopd  p€  Mfi^rt 
fonr  I:Ix•dQ^ar4l  por  amwoi.  There  is*  cq^-) 
fgfqpentljf  no  pbce  of  r^^ption  £btr  thft  s)^ 
%9d.  H(h«l^  agy^vatmth^  evil  ip,,thatthf?rjB  %m 
^t^H^  i|i^)fl%l  w*n  ill  th«  wihqte.  ia}ai)^  a^ 


tllese  iieces8ari1y  nfsident  at  such  a  dfstatioe 
ttHai  the  greater  number  of  the  inhabitantdi 
that  they  are  comparatively  of  little,  ^etvicei 
^if'  salai^ies  are  besides  extremely  small. 
An  apothecary  is  commissioned  to  dis^ 
tribute  gratis,  a  certain  quantity  of  medicine 
annually,  for  which,  independent  of  his  pay, 
he  is  allowed  three  hundred  and  fifty  rix^ 
dollars.  To  judge  from  all  this,  it  might  be 
concluded  that  Iceland  is  singtilarly  sahl- 
brious,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  no  country 
is  medical  attendance  more  necessary  than 
here,   where   the    greater   part   of  the   in^ 

habitants  are  afflicted  with  the  most  inve* 

•  ...  • 

terate  cutaneous  complaints,  for  which  their 
extreme  ignorance  and  the  want  of  medicmes 
render  them  incapable  of  applying  either  re- 
medy or  palliative.  The  sick  and  the  lame 
are  seen  crawling  about  in  almost  every  part 
of  the  island,  presenting  the  most  pitiable 
objects  of  distress  and  misery.  Nor  is  more 
care  taken  of  the  females,  or  of  providing 
for  the  safety  of  the  coming  generation ;  as, 
though  twenty  midwives  are  provided  by 
government,  they  are  grossly. igtiorant,  and 
the  pains  taken  to  remove  their  ignorance 

* 

are   to  applied  as   to   be   almost  wholly 


\ 


migMoiy.  One  is  gent  from  Copenfaagenier 
the  purpose  of  givkig  the  neceitary  dn- 
Btractioiis  to  the  rest;  but  ber  saltrjr  of  one 
famidfed  dollars  per  annum  is  too  email  io 
eimble  her  to  take  long  joumies^  or  to  do  any 
€&otml  good.  The  other  nineteen  reesiae 
altogether  only  one  hundred  ris^llars  per 
afaanm. 

• 

t  ittnst  not  offlit^  in  tlie  small  list  of  aisdiil 
difeers  in  the  pay  of  governments  to  mention 
two  Danish  lieutenants^  who  are  engaged  with 
reipeetable  salaries  in  the  surrey  of  the  whole 
ishmd;  and^  to  judge  from  one  or  two  speoi- 
meas  of  their  plans  Aiat  hwe  come  under  «iy 
dbserration^  they  are  well  capable  of  under- 
taking this  important  task. 

The  annual  expenees  of  ieekind^  whicb  are 
paid  by  government  iW)m  various  funds  eM<* 
Mished  in  Copenhagen,  will  be  at  once  seen 
by  ik^  fc^lowing  accounts.  It  will  be,  how- 
ever, nectesaty  to  observe,  that  Q-i-  per  eeitt. 
is^dttcted  by  government  from  all  salaries 
paid  to  officers  and  others,  unless  the  eon- 
tmry  is  permitted  by  express  order.  What 
is*,  called  extra  deduction  in  tiie  accoants, 

d 


ZXXW  IimiOBUCTIOlf. 

seems  to  be  a  kind  of  impositida  praefeicod 
oh  some  partieular  persons^  siaee  it  is  not 
exa^cted  from  all  alike.  Another  deduction 
is  -also  made  for  rank-tcus,  unless  the  offieers 
are  tempted  from  it  by  special  perlnission; 
and  such  is  the  case  throughout  the  whole 
of  his  Dani$h  Majesty's  dondiniofis^:  all  aie 
obliged  to  pay  a  tax  in  proportion  to  the 
rank  they  maintain;  whether  this  rank  is 
obtained  by  the  employments  they^  hold 
in  the  state^  or  whether  it  is  a  mere  Cifde. 

The  current  money  of  the  country  is 
chiefly  Danish  bank-notes  of  ninety*six 
skillings  value  each.  One  skilHng  is  equal 
to  a  halfpenny  English^  sixteen  skillings 
constitute  one  mark  Danish,  and  six- marks 
Danish  one  rix-doUar.  These  bank-notes 
are,  however,  distinguished  from  those  cur- 
rent in  Denmark,  by  having  a  few  Ice- 
landic words  printed  on  the  back,  specifying 
their  value.  The  only  specie  to  he  m^t 
with  consists  of  these  skillings,  penny^-  two^ 
penny,  and  fourpenny  pieces  of*  an  adtil^ 
terated  silver;  all  otbjer  silver  and  gold  coin, 
which  used  to  be  seen  in  abundance,  is  now 
ala»ost  unknown. 


INXftODUGTIOM.  ZXXr 

A  rixHioUar^  as  just  observed^  should  be 
equal  to  four  shillings  English^  and  such 
was  the  case,  or  very  nearly  so,  before  the 
breaking  out  of  ^the  war  between  the  two 
countries,  but,  at  present,  on  account  of  the 
low  course  of  e^hange,  it  is  not  more  than 
equal  to  one*third  of  that  value.  It  wilt  be 
seen  that  the  regular  expenditure  of  the  island 
is  nearly  twenty  thousand  rix-dollars  or 
^4,000  sterling ;  other,  occasional  expences^ 
however,  make  it  atnount  to  nearly  ^6,000,  ^ 
that  is,  thirty  thousand  rix-dotlars.  These 
extra  expences  are  supplied  by  the  King  of 
Denmark  in  bank-notes^  which  he  atinually 
remits  to  the  island. 

Accmnt  of  Salaries  and  Pemhm  paid,  yearly 
in  Iceland  by  the  Landfbgued,  Frydensberg. 

SALARIES. 

B'om  the  Jordebog's  Cant  ' 

Kdr:  '  Sk.      Rdr.     Sk, 

The  Stiftsainptman*s  r^ular  pay 1200     O 

Pedttction    ............   S8      0 

Rank-tax  deducted  ......   70      0      98      0 


1102      0 

•    ■  ■  ... 

Augmentation  of  pay 300      0 

Total  salary  with  deducttODS  and  additional  pay     140S    0 


ad    6iu   qfr.  sk. 

Thf^' A|ppti^8^  over  the  Western  Aiopt 

R^fplw  pay *..•...,....  1000     0 

Deduction.. 23    32 

iank-tax  deducted   .•!.     40      O      eS    32  - 

Total 0uai ./....  9M    €4 


V  «»    4 


The.  Aif  {rtman  over  the  Nortbera  and 
Eastern  Ampt  (independent  of  the 
revenue  pf  Modre  valle  Cloister/ 
which  is  paid  not  in  mon^but  ia 
klfld).  Regular  pay  ••....••..^ 
9Bductioii  of  2i  per  oeat.  aad^ 

i^pk-tax • 

Total  sum    ......  655 


I     40      0 


Tll#.CIiief  Judge.    B^^iOap  pay  ....••  90Q      O 
Deduction  of  2i  per  cent,  and  rank-tax   45      O 


855      O 

AdgmMiUil^on  of  pay 300     o 

Total  sum    ••«.•.  1165.  -  O 

First  Assessor  in  the  High  Court  o£  Judicature. 

FuUpay 700      O 

Deduction 16    32 

Rank-tax  deducted    15      O    31    32 

Total  sum    '   66B    64. 

Second  Assessor  in  the  same  coort.: 

FuUpay 500      O 

Deduction 11     64 

Rank-tax  deducted    16      0    27    ^ 

Total  sum    47*  3« 


IMTMOWCnO^ 


3w?tw 


Rdr.      Sk.     Rdr.     Sk. 


The  Secretary  to  the  same  court 

Full  pay 15Q 

Deduction  ....w.. 3    48 

WL^iskriajL  deducted  .  • .  •     6      O      9 

Total  sum   


48 


140    48 


The  Landfogued  of  Iceland  and  Bye- 
Ibgued  of  Reikevig. 

As  Landfogued — ^FuU  pay 600      0 

As  Byefig^ed— Ditto 300      O 

Deductiom  fr9m  the  latter   7      O 


Total  sum 


•••••• 


893 


To  the  Police  Officers  in  ReikcTig^  each  150     0      300      0 
without  deductions 


To  the  Sysselman  of  Westmann's  Is- 
land8>  without  deductions 


} 


To  the  SyBsehnanin  Kiose  and  Guld- 
bringue  Syssels^  who  is  at  the  same 
time  administrator  of  the  King^s  V    33    7^ 
estate  in  the  latter  sysseL-^FoU  I 
pay,  without  deduction 1 

Augmentation  of  pay^  which  is  li-' 
^uidated  in  the  revenues  in  the  S,  SCO 
two  syssels    

Tot^stlm    .... 


First  Surveyor  of  the  Island. 

Fay  and'emoluments 8S& 

-  Sum^owed  for  traTdlin^  ezpences  350 

Total  sum    


0 
O 


«t    *8 


SS3    ft 


1175 
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Rdr.     Sk.    Rdr.    Sic 
Seeond  Soireyor  of  the  Island. 

Pby  and  emoluments •  ^0     O 

Sum  allowed  for  travelling  ezpences  350      0 

Sum  total     ..:•.,  1380     O 


•    •   •    •   9 


The  Chief  Physician  and  Suigeon. 

Full  pay    600  0 

Deduction     .^ 14      O 

Further  extn^  deduption    60      0      74  0 

5«6  0 

Allowed  in  lieu  of  an  assistant  yearly    60  0 

Total  sum     ,  58$    0 

The  GoTenunent  Apothecary, 

Full  pay  60  O 

Augmentation  of  pay  80  0 

130  O 

Deduction  «...,. ...... V,....        3  4 


■.■ 


*  126    92 

Allowed  for  medicines  for  the  poor     350      0 

Total  sum  , . . . .  ♦  476  92 


To  the  Midwife^  Madam  Malanquist> 
^        without  deductions 


}  100    O 

To  all  the  other  Midwives  on  the  -v  XOO    O 

island^  jointly S 


The  Surgeon  in  the  Southern  Amptl 
has  no  pay«  but  is  allowed  yearly^  to  1 
indemnify  him  for  lands  to  which  j  12    0 

h^  is  entitled;,  the  sum  of J 


Tbt  Surgeon  of  the  first  dii trict  in 
tlie  Western  Ampt   
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Rdr.      Sk.      Rdr.    Sk« 
}  49  77i 


The  Surgeon  in  the  second  districting  . 

the  Western  Ampt J  ' 

Allowed  yearly  to  indemnify  him  •> 

for  lands J 

Total  sum  57  88| 

The  Surgeon  in  the  Northern  Ampt . .  49  77^ 

The  Surgeon  in  the  Eastern  Ampt ....  49  77| 

Certain  sums  allowed  yearly  for  the'N 
augmentation  and  increase  of  poor  s.  313    o 

clergymen's  salaries .  * . . .  .^ J 


F\rom  the  Schoot  Rtnds. 

Bishop  of  Iceland — ^Regular  pay  1^8    O 

Augmentation  of  pay,  all  without  •> 

deductions    j 

Total  sum     1848    O 

Lecturer  on  Theology,  B^sestedr  School  600    O 

The  Priest  o^  the  Church  at  Reikevig    24      0 

Deductioa- 1    43 

Total  sum    22  54 

To  the  Stiftprovst,  Bean  of  all  Iceland   .  16    O 

To  thelnspector,  or  Stewftrd/of  Bessestedr 
School^  who  undertake*  16  pirbVide  the 


\ 
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$ 

Rdr.    Sk.     Rdr.    Sk. 

» 

acholaiB  with  necess^vite^  attd  td  Me 

them  regularly  distributed. 

Salary SO    O 

Forfu^    .*...... 60    0 


MMW* 


80    0 
Deduction  df  6  per  cent    • 4  77 


«■ 


75  19 
Receives  yearly  as  a  gift 150    O 

225  19 
Deduction     ...,. 3  48 

221  67 
Receives  annually^  for  24  scholars^"v 

60  rix-dollars  each>  fbr  their  S1440    0 

maintenance.  • J 

Total  sum   ......  1661  €T 

To  two  Teachers  in  the  School  of 
Bessestedr^  aacb  per  annum 


1  of  1   ^ 

}  300    0        600    O 


I 


•       _» 


PENSIONS 

* 

Paid  out  of  the  Jordebog*s  Casse,  or  from  Funds  not  men^ 

tioned  or  properly  reguktied^ 


To  th6  Sysselman  in  Vefeterskaptat-ffeK 

Syssel   (as  liquidated  in  revenue^  \  £b    O 

from  Tykebag  Cloister)   ,.,....,  J 


'  Rdr.  Sk.       Rdr.  Sk. 

To  the  Sysselman  lA  Skagefiprd'siSf  Nri  30  O 

Ditto  in  Kidae  Syssel 30  Q 

Ditto  in  Bardentrand  Syssel    , 60  O 

Ditto  in  Myife  Syssel 80  0 

Ditto  in  Norder  Mule  Syssel   90  0; 

Total  sum     .210.0- 

To  Surgeon  Backmann SO    0 


/ 


Paid  from  the  Skatkammer  Casse  (Treasury  Chest  J 

To  the  fonner  Stiftsamptman^  Olav  > 

c*    u  y     800    0 

Stephensen   ,.•••.•••• J 

Deduction 18  64        781  3« 

To  Syssebnan  Snortasen's  Widow  ....  20  o 

Paid  out  of  the  Post  Casse, 

Allowed  for  the  augmentation  or' 

amendment  of  the  income  of  Cler<*  V  300    0 

gyi^n's  Widows  ...*'..♦•..« 

To  John  Olafsen's  Widow 

To  »(i^nus  Olafeen's  Widow    .^, 

To  Snorre  BiQmsen's  Widow V. . 

To  Surgeon  Petersen's  Widow 

To  Landfogued  Skulesen's  Widow  . , ,, 

To  l^elman  Snorresen's  Widow 

Ditto  Arnersen's  ditto  . . . , 

Ditto  Thomassen's  ditto  ....... 

Ditto  Einersen's  ditto 15    O 


•  • . 


40 

0 

50 

0 

30 

0 

16 

0 

85 

0 

16 

0 

30 

0 

23 

0 

• 
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l^r.  Sk. 


To  Pastor  emeritUB  Gudmua  Poul- 
aen^  in  Kaloholt 


\  20    0 


To  Surgeon  Halgrim  Backmann  ....  90  O 

To  Surgeon  Brynjole  Petersen 60  O 

To  Nlcolaysen'a  Widow     20  0 

Paid  from  the  Rentekammefs  Poor^Box, 

To  former  .Under-AauBtant  Jon  Olsen  .  20  0 

Paid  from  the  Danish  War'HoifUal  Fandi. 

To  Invalid  Jon  Eineraen    12  O 


To  the  former  Under-Asaiatant  to  the  #  so    o 


Paid  from  the  Icelandic  and  Finmarkieh  Company  Fundt, 
c^^ } 

Paid  from  the  former  Guvemas  Hospital  Rmds, 

To  Thorkel  Gissursen^  Biame  Giaaur-'N 
8en>  and  Gudnin  Snorredatter^.all  \  26    O 

in  KiSse  Syasel ...J 

To  Gudmun  Thorlaksen  of  Asum  in  i  ^^    ^ 

\  V  20    O 

^  HuneTald  Syisel J 

ToIngwaldEinardattevinAmseaSyasel  6    0 

ToOddni  Kehildadatter  in  Dale  Sysaei  6    O 

To  Gunhild  Jonsdatter  in  Guldbrin- 
gue  Syssel 

To  Olav  Jonsen  in  Havnfiord 6    0 


}  6    O 
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Paid  from  the  School  Rmd$. 

Rdr.    Sk.        Rdr.  Sk. 

To  former  Corrector  Pbul  Jacobsen    . .   100    O 

Deduction  6  per  cent    6    0 

Total  sum 94    0 

To  Einar  Biarneficn  in  Arnaes  83118801   .  •  5    0 

ToBishop  Stephen8en'8Widow^  at  Holum    190    O 

Deduction     2    77 

Extra  deduction    2    38        5  19 

Total  sum     114  77 

Former  Rector  Paul  Hialmersen    .  • . .     150    0 
Deduction  2i  per  cent,  and  extra  *)        g    q 

deduction •  ^ 

Total  sum 142    O 

To  the  poor^in  tbeservioeof  the  King  '^ 
when  he  had  the  whole  trade  of  the  \  2W    0 

island  , . , J 

NoTi— The  sum  to  these  is  often  liquidated 
out  of  the  royal  taxes  ind-paid  hf  the  Syi* 
•elman  of  each  district. 


Paid  from  the  Fitnds  estahlithed  io  meet  ihe  expences  of 

the  Post, 

Ibrmer  Postman,  Vigfus  Jonsen 3    0 

Former  Postman^  Sunner  Ravsen  ....  50 

Annual  expences  attending  the  Pwt  • .  300   O 


\ 


Total  Amount  of  ih^  ^wfly  mpenMure  qf  the  Island  of 

Iceland,  in  Salaries  atid  Pensions,  as  paid 

hy  the  Lan^ogued. 

Sdarim  paid  out  of  the  Jordebog*8  Caste,  "| 
that  is  of  the  Funds  established  out  of  >  11169i  73 

<  Ro^  or  Episcopal  Estate  In  Iceland,  .J 

Salaries  paid  wt  of  the  School  Funds,  tol  ^^^^  y^ 

the  Cleigy  and  Teachers J 

Pensions    paid  out    of   the  Skatkammerl  ^^  ^^ 

Gasse,  or  Treasury , •  •  •  J 

Pensions  paid  out  of  the  Post  Casse,  or\  ^-^    ^ 

Post  Funds J 

Pensions  paid  out  of.  the  BBntehamtneril^l  ^^    q 

or  Chamber  of  Rents  Poor-box  « J 

Pensions  paid  out  of  the  Danish  War-Hos-*\  ^^    ^ 

pital  Funds J 

Pensions  paid  out  of  the  Icelandic  or  Fin-1  g^    p 

markish  Company's  thinds   • '  * «  J 

Pensions  paid  out  of  the  former  Guvemae^l  ^^   ^ 

Hospital  Funds J 

Pensions  paid  out  of  the  School  Funds  . . .  •  642  77 

Pensions  paid  out  of  the  Fands  established^ 
to  pay  the  expences  of  the  Post  in  the  X  308    0 

Country^ ,.,#...•.».  .^  •.-.».*  J 

ToUlsum 18713  63 


Hiding  tkttfi,  in  a  very  cursory  roanineff^ 
)B0ticed  a  few  of  the  most  iiDportant  ciromn- 
sl^npes^  coDoe^ed  with  ihe  civil  and  polittoal 
.affitirR  of  the  oouatry^  I  shall  proceed  to  cbme 
brief  remarks  on  the  religions  history  of  the 
ancie&t  northern  nations^  and  of  Iceland  ih 
piarticular;  in  doing  wbich^  I  sbaU.  mate 
ample  use  of  the  valuable  infovmaAioa  cod- 
twined  in  the  *^  Northern.  Antiqmtiea"  of 
M.  M^llett. 

Tlie  religion  of  the  novtfa^  in  ita  greatest 
pwity^  taught  the  existence  of  a  aupceine 
Qody  ^the  author^'  accodUng  to  tine  Ice- 
]and|c  Myl^ology^  ^^of  eveiy  thing  that 
^«teth ;  the  eternal^  the  ancient,  the.  liimjg 
and  awfttl  being,  the  search^  into  oomoealiad 
things^  the  being  that,  never  chaogetb";  to 
vrhoiD^  alsQ^  was  attributed  *^a  bcNindiess 
knowledge  and  an  incorriiptible  jastuoe/* 
Vmm  hiih  sprung'  (as  it  wei^  emanations 
of  his  divinity)  an  infinite  number^  9f  sub- 
akem  deil^oa  and*  genii>  of  which  evjeuy 
pait  of  the  visible  worlds  wan  die  aeat;  and 
tample.  These  intelligenctes  wave  not  ec^- 
tented  bardy  to  reside  in  each  part  of 
nature^   but   they  directed   its  operlition^^ 
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and  it  was  the  organ  or  instrument  of  their 
love  or  liberality  to  mankind.  Each  element 
was  under  the  guidance  of  some  being  pe- 
culiar to  it.  The  earthy  the  water^  the  fire, 
the  air^  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  stars, 
had  each  their  respective  divinity ;  and  to 
serve  these  several  gods  with  sacrifices,  to  be 
brave  and  intrepid  themselves,  and  to  do 
no  wrong  to  others,  were  the  moral  obliga- 
tions inculcated  upon  mortals  by  this  re« 
ligion.  To  these  duties  was  added  the 
belief  in  a  future  state,  where  cruel  tor- 
tures were  reserved  for  those  who  despised 
the  three  Aindamental  precepts  of  morality, 
and  joys  without  number  for  the  religious, 
just,  and  valiant.  This  appears  to  have  been 
the  state  of  religion  among  the  Seandinavians, 
till  towards  the  period  of  the  fall  of  the 
Roman  empire,  when,  in  consequence  of  the 
arrival  of  Odin  in  the  north;  it  began  to 
lose  much  of  its  original  purity.  '  The  people 
became  weary  of  its  simplicity,  and  asso- 
ciated to  the  supreme  God  many  of  those 
genii  or  inferior  divinities,  who  had  always 
been  subservient  to  him;  and  even  the 
supreme  being  himself,  whom  they  called 
by  the  name  of  Odin,  tliey  divested  (tf  a 
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portion  of  his  omnipotence,  and  looked  upon 
him  as  little  more  than  the  god  of  war,  in 
which  chatacter  he  is  called  in  the  Edda, 
^'the  terrible  and  severe  god,  the  &ther  of 
slaagbter,  the  god  that  carrieth  desolation 
and  fire,  the  active  and   roaring  deity,   he 
who  giveth  victory,   and   reviveth   courage 
in  the  conflict;  who  nameth  those  that  are 
to  be  slain.''    Such  as  were»iQOst  brave  in 
battle,  and  as  died  fighting,  were  received 
by  him  in  his  palace  Valhala :  .  thus,  when 
Regner  Lodbrog*'  was  at  the  point  of  death, 
far  from  uttering  complaints,  he  burst  out 
into  an  exclamation   of  rapture;    ^*We  are 
cut  .-to  pieces  with  swords:  but  this  fills  me 
wi(h  joy,  when  L  think' of  the  feast  that  is 
preparing  for  me  in  Odin's  palace.    Quickly, 
quickly  seated  in  the  splendid  habitation  of 
tlie  gods,  we  shall  drink  beer^  out  of  the 
skulls  of  our  enemies.    A  brave  man  fears 
nQt'to  die.     I  shall  utter  no  timorous  words 
as  1  enter  the  hall  of  Odin''.    Next  to  Odin, 
Freya,  his  wife,  was  considei^ed  the  principal 

• 

^  See  translations   from  the   Icelandic,  entitled 
Ftve^  Piecei  of  Runic  Fo^try.  p.  27. 

t  Odin  alone  drank  wine. 
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•  dettj^v  who  appeiois  to  have  been  the  Vemts 
In  the  nortSiern  Mythology ;.  aad  next  to  her 
wis  Thor^  whose  authority  extended  over 

*  the  winds  and  seasons^  and  partienlarly  over 
thniider  and  lightning.    He  is  called  in  the 

'  Sdda^  the  most  valiant  of  the  sons  of  Odin. 

•These  three  deities  composed  the  supreme 
counsel  of  the  gods^  and  were  the  principal 
objects  of  the^vorship  of  the  Scandinavians^ ' 
who^  nevertheless,  were  not  all  agreed  about 
the  prrference  which  was  diie  tO'  each  of 
(Sheih  in  particular:  thus  the  Danes  paid  the 
behest  honors  to  Odin^  and  the  Swedes  to 

'  Freya,  while  the  natives  of  Iceland  bestowed 
them  upon  Thor.  Tweke  oliier  gods  (in- 
ferior deities)  a!nd  as  many  goddesses  ao'e 
besides  enumerated  in  the  Edda.  Odin  was 
believed  to  be  the  creator  of  heaTen  and 
earth.  The  ideas  upon  this  head^  as  banded 
down  to  us  by  the  Icelandic  Mythology, 
cannot  be  better  expressed  than  in  the  Ian*  * 
gnage  of  the  Voluspa.  "In  the  day-spring  of 
the  ages/'  says  the  poet,  "there  was  neither 
sea  nor  shore,  nor  refreshing  breezes.  There 
was  neither  earth  below  nor  heaven  above  to 
be  distinguished.  The  whole  was  only  one 
vast  abyss,  without  herb,  aiui  without  seeds; 


Hie  Hw  bad  ;then  m  palftce;  ^he  Btm  k^^w 

not;  i^v  dw^lUng^pl^Q^ ;  t^  m<^m  =  jkw 

igDI^AQit  pf  Ivesr  ponver..  After  tbi3  tbeis 
lim  ^  lum^iQ}!!;^  })^nipgi  Jiaop^ing  jK9rl4 
towaiidb  4^  j»ulii»;  mA  &€m  this  wojtid 

floored  .out  bcassantly.  iiito  .th^. .  aby9P> .  th9i 
)8)r  ^oararcb  t|ie  novth,  torroats  of  ^pt^-r 
Ikaig  .fire,  jmbiqh^  in  proportion  i$  ti»y  x^ 
moved;  far  aasray  irom  their  j^oprce^  Mfki 
geal^d  in  dieir:  faUing  ioto  jtjbe  void^  ftod 
80  £U£d.  it  with  ficuni  ai^d  ice.  Thus^  j¥m 
tbe  idh^rASy  by  little  and  little^  Mled  quii» 
fviVz  iuitvthete  xeoiaiiied  within  it  a  light 
ajdd  iixiaiojinUe  air,  and  thence,  exhaled  iqjr 
liapom.  Tiban  ^  warm  biaeath  Gbmingfe^m 
die.  BouAh. melted  ithoae  <jirApQi:s^  ai^d  fon^ed  of 
tbem  liiiiag  drops,  ;^he«u:e  w^  bpra  .Ae 
giant  yanen:  Jt  is  .reported  ithat,.  while  he 
^,^  «tmordinaiy^«i«at,.Hpder  hi,  ^-m. 
pitsy  produced  .a  male  and  female^  .whence  is 
sprung  ;the  >raGe  of /giaots;  a  i»q&  ^i^il  and 
comipt^  iis  well  as  Ymer  tlieir  author, 
Another  race  was  brought  forth^  which 
forced  altianees  <with  that  .of  the  .giant 
yjn^r:  this  was  called  the  family  of  (BoTi 
so  named  from  the  first  of  ths^  family,  jnrho 
yf»^  the  tfatber  a£  Odin.    T^e  sons  of  Bor 
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slew  the  giaat  Ymer^  and  the  blood  raft 
from  his  wounds  in  such  abundance^  diat 
it  caused  a  general  inundation^  wherein 
perished  all  the  giants^  except  only  one, 
whoi  saving  himself  in  a  baik,  escaped  with 
all  his  family.  Then  a  new  world  was 
fiH'med.  The  sons  of  Bor,  or  the  godk, 
dragged  the  body  of  the  giant  into  die 
abyss,  and  of  it  made  the  earth:  the  sea 
and  rivers  were  composed  of  his  blood;  the 
earth  of  his  flesh;  •  the  great  mountains  <^ 
his  bones;  the  rocks  of  his  teeth  ^nd  of  the 
splinters  of  his  smashed  bonea^  .  Of  bis  skull 
they  formed  the  vault  of  heaven>  which  is 
supported  ^by  four  dwarfsy  oMoned  .souths 
north,  east,  and  west.  They  iBxed  diem 
tapers  to  enlighten  it^  and  assigned  t6 
other  fires  certain  spaces  which  they  iwere 
to  run  through,  some  of  them  in  heaven, 
others  under  the  heaven:  :the  dnyw  were 
distinguished  and  the  years  were  numbered. 
Jliey  made  tKe  earth  round,  and  surrounded 
it  with  the  deep  ocean,  upon  the  banks  of 
which  they  plated  the  giants.  One  day  it 
chanced,  as  the  sons  of  Bor,  or  the  gods, 
were  taking  a  walk,  they  found  two  pieces 
of  wood  floating  upon  the  water;  these  they 


took,  and  out  -of  them  made  a  man  and  a 

Woman.    Hie  etde^  of  the  gods  gave  them 

life  and  «ouls;  the  second,  motion  and  know« 

ledge ;  the  third,  the  gift  of  speech,  hearing, 

and  sight,  to   which,  he  added  beauty  and 

mimimt.     From  this  man  and  this  woman, 

named  Askus  and  Embla,  is  descended  the 

n&B  of  men  who  are  permitted  to  inhabit 

the  earth.'*     It  is  easy,  as  M.  Mallet  ob- 

serves,,  to  trace  out,  in  this  narration,  ves* 

tlfes^of  i»ii:ancient  and  general  tradition,  <^ 

wtiich  em^  sect  of  paganism  hath  altered, 

adorned^ ;  or  suf^e^sed  many  circumstances, 

aecordiog  to  its  own  faney,  and  which  is 

now  tmly  to  be  foiind  entire  io  the  books  of 

M«es. 

■  .       .  •  ■  * 

.  Sv^er^^itiQH  , 'h^ld  :  gr^at  sway  over  th^ 

npgkn4^  .^of  (he  pA^ns,  and  magicians  and 

sQ^Q^er^  abounded  ^.f  . . 


t   ', 


.  Upqii  the  subkct  o;f  the  final  dissolution 
of  tb^  world,  and  the  notions  ^i\tortained  by 

.  *  A  long  and  interesting  histofy  of  the  di£fereat 
Junds  of  m$^ifi  among  the  Icelandei-s^  both  during 
the  continuance  of  paganism^  and  for  a  considerable 
period  after>  may  be  seen  in  the  f^oyage  en  Idande, 
ij.  in.  p;  78  and  stq. 


thdse  people  of  (a  fotore  ftfate,  I  «hiitt  si|^ 
have  reocMirK  to  Ute  Eddk  'md  the  V^mpi^ 
as  translated  in  the  Nartkern  AntiqmHf9$* , 

9 

''There  ^U  btme  a  time/'  it  is  ifeokirbd, 
''a  barbarous  age^  an  iage  of  the  iMrord^ 
when  iniquity  ahaU  infest  ihe  earlii,  wbni 
brothers  shall  irtain  tbemselvas  with  brothem' 
bibod^  wh^n  sons  shall  he  th^  ajbrdeiers  )df 
ihetr  fiithers^  and  £ithers  of>thetr  iKnls^ .^ndRA 
hftcest  and  adhkeiy  shall  be  caauiMn^  iidban 
no  tnsiB  diftU  spctfe  his  friend,  knneditttcljf 
shall  auceeed  a  desoisttinig  winter^  the.  nuNr 
shallldl  fiton  the  (fear  toomevs  of  the  woiM^ 
the  ^inds  shall  blotir  ithh  Yurjr^  the  ^hole 
earth  shall  be  hard  bound  in  ice.  Wkttb 
such  winters  shall  pass  away^  without  being 
softened  hyMte^'silmther.  ^en  shall 'snbceed 
dlMOnicAriUg  fttiklfg^ :  4k»t^  shall  ihe  ^mmt^ 
^sters  break  their  chains  ahAMBMittt)e:  i^^gf^fitt 
dragon  shall  roll  himself  in  the  ocean^  and 
With  'hrs  Tnotidtis  the  es^rtfti  iftikU  be  oi^er- 
flc^wed :  "^e  earthsh^Il  tr&  shtlken/  the  ti'ek 
shall  be  torn  up  by  their  vooks :  Idie  ^olrks 
shall  be  dashed  against  eadh  ^her.  ¥he 
wolf  Fenris^  broke  loose  frbm  his  chains^ 
shall  open  his  enormous  mouthy  which,  reaches 


imn  heaien  tg^  wiAb ;(  f He  fir^  alu^U  tiofHf,  q^\^ 
ftxMn  hM  tyres  «tel  AMtribi  a  li^  «MI  d/^vow 
dM  aiiB ;  and  tb<o  ^rfigQ9>  v\^  IMlow^  hinKf 
shall  tomifc  ferth>  upo^  ^^  wntarn  and  upi,  tb^ 
air^  gveal^  torrents  o£  y^d^i^«  Iv^  this  con^ 
foskm^  the  stem  ila^ll  fly  i^<Kn>  the^r  placets 
the  lieaveas  al^alllne  clef^  apiHKlfrj  and  trb^ 
asmy  .of  ^il  g^nU  aq4  l^^ots^  cop^uctod 
bjr  Sorbir,  (the  l^^^)^^  ^w4  f?lW^4  ^J 
hoke,  AM  hvmlk  in  ^  ^tX^ck  th^  gods.  But 
Honsdidj  tb«  4oor*keeper  qf  the  g«dS|^  n^^ 
1^;  heaoimdft  his  clyt^gwg  tp^mpet)  tl^^god^ 
Miifceri  md  wwh^h* '  t\^ .  gi^t;  psh  ..tj;^ 
;diakes  its  hr^niabi^Si'  b^^i^ii  an^  e^^^.^^^^ 
lilU  of  borrqr  wd  ^fl^igbt*  Tl?e,gQ4f^i^y  tp 
•toss;  tb^  h0rQf»  plMe/^hmMves  i«,  ^{ti^ 
fBsay.  (Mill  ^pp9«f«^  Ar5n94  i«  1»W  g<J4» 
«wqw  end'his  i?e^I«^Q9t  ^ii^r^i^:  1?^  vasi; 
s^mitay  in  hii  b«9dsf.  He  ^ftt^Ql^^  th^  WQ^f 
iFeofifl^  by  whom  b^  M  devonr^^  z^  hi^ 
fiDtagmist  perishes  igt  ^b^^i^e  iRSt^o;^^  'Xh^ 
jn  ^ulfee^ted  in  ^  ^i^^  ^f  vfii^o^,  wbicb 
the  dragon  breathes  forth  as  he  *  e^pif^. 
Loke  and  Heimdal  mutually  kill  each 
:^ber.  The:  fipe  j^f^nav^es  ^V^ry  tbjng, 
4iid  the  fliiA0  rpMiM  ^p  t^  bf^m*  Bi|tf» 
9mmt}y0ib9n»i8i,»^.(^rtib  springs  .£;^Fth 


lir  IMTRODUCTIOK. 
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from  the  bosom  of  the  waves^  adorned  mitk 
green  meadows:  the  fields  there  brrog  fbttii 
without  culture';   ealds&Hies  are  there  uti- 
known ;   and  a  palace  h  there  •  raised  thore 
shining  than  the  sun^  all  covered  vnib  gold. 
This  is  the  place  that  the  just  will' infaabii, 
where  they  will  enjoy  delights  for  evermore. 
Then  the  powerful^  the  valiant,    he  'who 
governs  all  things,  comes  forth    frotb  his 
lofty  abodes   to  render  divine  justice/^'He 
pronounces    decrees.  <     He    establishes  -  ^the 
sacred    destinies  ^  whic4i    shall    endum  .  £m* 
ever.  "There  is  also  an  abod^  reffiM^^lmiii 
the  sun,  the  gtttes  of  which  face  the  north, 
and  poison  rains  there  through  a  thousand 
openings.    Through  this  place,  which  is  all 
composed  of  the  carcasses  of  serpents,  ran 
certain  torrents,  in  which  are  plunged  per- 
jurers,    assassins^    and    those    wh6    sedlice 
married  women.     'A  black-winged   dragon 
flies   incessantly   around,   and  devours  the 
bodies  of  the  wretched  who  are  there  im- 
prisoned.** 

From  this  slight  sketch  it  appeari^  that 
the  northern  nations  belWed  in  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul,  as  well  as  in  the  exiMeoee 


INTRQpUCTION,  Iv 

of  a  future  state  of  happiness  and  misery; 
ai^d,  moreover^  that  there  were  two  abodes 
4e^tiped  for  each  of  these  states.  To  the 
£;>raier  belonged  Valhala,  the  palace  of  Odin, 
where  all  .were  admitted  who  had  died*  a 
violent  death,  from  the  time  of  the  creation, 
of  the  world  to  the  period  of  the  universal 
dissolution  of  nature,  and  Gimle^  or  the 
palace  covered  with  gold,  where  the  jast 
wjffre  to  enjoy  delights  for  ever.      On  the 

*  '♦'nie'heroes/*  says  the  Edda,  '^  who  are  received 
into  tlie  palaee  of  Odin^  ha^e  everyday  th(S  pleasure  of 
arming!  Iheoiselvesj  of  pas^io^  in  revieir,  of  rang* 
ing  thexoselves  in  order  of  battle^  and  of  cutting 
one  another  in  pieces:  but,  as  soon  as  the  hour  ot 
r&past  approaches,  they  return  on  horseback,  all  safe 
and  sounds  back  to  the  hall  ctf  Odin,  and  fall  to  eating 
and  drinking.  Though  the  number  of  Vhem  cannot 
be>  counted,  the  flesh  of  the  boar,  Seryimner,  is  suf- 
ficient for  them  all;  every  day  it  is  served  up  at  table, 
and  every  day  it  is  renewed  entire.  Their  beverage  is 
beer  and  mead  j  one  single  goat,  who'ie  milk'is  excel- 
lent tnead,  furnishes-  enough  of  that  liquor  to  in- 
Ipxicate  all  the  heroes:  ihsXr  cups  are  the  skulls  of 
enemies  they  have  slain.  ,Odin  alone,  who  sits  at  a 
table  by  himself,  drinks  wine  for  his  entire  liquor.  A 
crowd  of  virgins  wait  upon  the  heroes  at  table,  and  fill 
their  cups  as  feist  as  they  empty  them."  Northern 
AifUiquUies.  9.  r.  p.  190^  and  E4da  leehud.  MythoU  $1^ 
d3»  ^,  and  35.         . 


t^  nmrntHtrttov. 

tfUhar  hftntdj  19iftbeim  (froni  ttie  I6eli»idi« 
Nifi,  tvili  and  Heim,  home)  is  the  Bltst  off 
the  ibodes  of  misery^  ^hich  was  only  t6 
^ist  till  the  rehdiratibn  of  the  ^orld ;  while 
the  second^  hdtti^d  Nadtrond  (the  shore  6f 
Ihe  disad)^  was  to  eohtmte  for  ever. 

iSueb  Were  th^  doetrlhes  tatight  by  the 
religion  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  Iceland^ 
if  w^  may  give  credit  to  the  hirtdries  of 
their  mythology  thatarq  handed  down  to  us. 
I  shall  now  say  a  few  words  of  their  plaoss  of 
worship  and  of  their  religious  ceremonies* 
The  former,  callfed  Hoff,  we  &ffe  tfitd  hj^ 
Arngrim  Jonas,  were  of  great  dimensions^ 
and,  for  such  a  country^  of  magnificent  struc- 
ture. One  of  these,  situated  in  the  pre* 
fecture  of  Watzdal,  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  island,  is  spoken  of  as  being  oiie  huhd- 
red  and  twenty  feet  in  lengthy  and  another, 
at  Kialarnes  in  the  south,  sixty  feet  long. 
To  eatch  temple  was  annexed  a  small 
building  or  chapel,  which  was  esteemed 
the  most  sacred  place;  for  here  the  idols 
were  kept  standing  upon  a  pediment^ 
s^nd  around  them  were  arranged  the  beasts 
that  were  to  be  sacrificed.    The  chief  df 


lime  id#l8  mn  Thbr^  tdDNi  wa§  plimid' m  this 
ceufeft?  ei  the  minor  deitieli*^.  Imnmttliltly 
before  the  fodb^  lilto^  ftood  an  dttar,  eaittt 
ititli  inm,  twk  it  shtmld  be  diMtt^^ed  b^  tktf 
conthMiU  £ire».  Here  also  stood  »  krrge 
braien  iresiet^  itt  wfaitH  wis  jxHirsd  tbo 
bkiod  o£  th«  vtettnn;  -and  b0r«3  toa,  weto 
the  pQvifyfiig  instfoinentB  (liistriea)  and'the 
brbshos  for  gprinklinf  the  eongregMioii;  witb 
bkwd^  tt^tfaer  irkh  n  riii^  '<if  silvk^dr 
^  brassy  liWe&tjr  iitehea  long,  tiihidi  wds 
fasM  by  tteM  <v^  made  oatb'f^  The  victms 

*  What  these  deities  were,  or  what  was  their 
number^  does  not  seem  to  be  rightly  known.  Arngrim 
Jonas  mentions  three^  besides  those  who  were  invoked 
during  the  time  that  the  rite  was  celebrated^  which 
was  always  performed  when  a  person  made  oath  upon 
the  most  solemn  occasion.  *'  In  veteri  tamen  juramenti 
formul^^  tres  prseterThorum  nomine  notantur:  Freyr, 
Niordur,  As.  Quorum  tertium^  nempe  As,  e&istimo 
esse  Odinum  ilium  &mosum>  inter  divos  ethnicos  non 

* 

postremum  habitum  dictum  As,  quod  is  Asianorum  hue 
in  septentrionem  migrantium  princeps  fuerit:  singu- 
lariter  nempe  As,  at  multitudinis  numero  Aesar  vel 
Aeser  dici  ccsperunt.'*     Tractatus  de  Islandid,  p.  430. 

t  When  uny  perMm  was  suspected  of  liaviiig  «pdk«ii 
Ihlsely  in  an  afiair  of  impdrtance>  he  was  put  <t#  hii 
eiatti>  and  then  his  yei^city  wastleteitntned  byaaalLing 
him  stand  under  an  oblong  pisoa  of  turf^  pkoftd  ih 


sUugfaiteted  were- generally,  sheep  and .  camt, 
and  thote  parts.wfaich  wefc  not  eonsufned  in 
the  sacrifice^  were  considered  as  belcmgiai^ 
to  the  offieiatit^  priest.  These  aniamls, 
however^  -were  not  at  all  times; looked  upon 
as  a  sufficient  aWnienient  or  propitiatoiiy 
etknngy  whende  it  .happened  that^.  in  case 
of  any  extraordinary. crime^  calling  for  extra- 
ordinary vengeance  from  the  god»i  the .  altar 
flowed  with  the  blood  of  human  tictimQ^  and» 
at  Kiakmes,  a  deep  pit  pr  well  was  formed 
near  the  chapel^  into  which  these  unhappy 

sucli  a  manner  that  it  should  form,  over  him,  an  arch, 
with  its  extremities  touching  the  ground :  if  it  sup- 
ported itself  without  breaking,  the  man  was  declared 
worthy  of  belief,  if  otherwise,  he  was  condemned.  Btit 
when  two  or  more  persons  were  about  to  join  in  a 
covenant,  the  arched  piece  of  turf  was  supported  by  a 
]ance#,  and  those  engaged  in  the  treaty  placed  them- 
selves beneath  it,  where  each  with  a  sword  drew  blood 
from  himself,  and  mingled  it  with  that  of  his  com- 
panions, as  a  si^n  of  mutual  faith.  By  this  ceremony 
the  most  powerful  compact  was  sworn  and  ratified; 
and,  besides  the  mutual  aid  which,  by  this  act,  they 
were  obliged  to  afford  each  other  during  life,  if  any 
were  slain,  the  survivors,  how  many  soever  there  might 
be,  were  bound » in  the  most  sacred  manner,  to  revenge 
his  death  by  all  the  means  in  their  power.  Jmgrim 
Jimas,  Tract  de  lilamUA. 


IKTEODUCVION.  «     ItX 

wretches  were  cast,  and  which  thence  bore 

the  name  of  Blotkdda.   Sop  likenrise,  in  the 

prcM^inqe  of  Tbomes-thingy  there  was  a  sioii- 

<lar  excavation,  in' which  weoe  confined  those 

who  were  destined  to  be  of^red  as  a.sacrffiee 

'to  the  gods,  and  who  were,  thence  jseleetod 

•and  ^  killed  npon  a<  large  stone,  ^^cojusrei 

indignitatem,"  says  Amgrim  Jonas, ^^saxum 

ilhid     fertur    colore     sanguinolento    nuHo 

imbre  abliito  mnltis  post  secnlis  retulisse.*' 

The  same  learned  anthor,  however,  anxious 

nn.  some   manner  to  extenuate^  if  not  to 

justify,   the   atrocities  of  his   countrymen, 

asserts   that   human    sacrifices   were    more 

common   in   other  countries   of  the  north 

'.than   in   Iceland,   in  which,  he  assures  us, 

they  took  .pl?ce  only  in  two  provinces,  and 

even  there  all  the  inhabitants  did  not  join  in 

them.     Hiorleif,   the  companion  of  Ingulf, 

renounced  altogether  the  worship  of  idols. 

Helgo,  whose  surname  was  Biole,  a  native 

of  Kialarnes,  a  man  of  high  rank,  and  de- 

.scended  from  the  Norwegian  barons,  did  not 

.countenance  the  religion  of  the  pagans,  but 

ofiered  his  protection   to  a  christian    exile 

/from  Iceland,  whom  he  permitted  to  build 

a  temple,  and  to  dedicate  it  to  SH  Columbus 


nartODUCfiBON. 

«fc  Esinberg.  A  jroung  man^  ako^  caUed  Buo^ 
living  in  the  same  province^  destroyed^  bjr 
&n,  the  gods  belonging  to  the  temple  held 
in  the  highest  wneration^  the  same  in  whidi 
the  human  victims  were  aamfioed.  The 
name  of  Thcnrcilhis^  too^  who  flourished  about 
the  yisaT  900^  and  was  at  that  period  the 
Ixigman.  or  chief  magistrate  in  the  island, 
^deserves  to  be  commemorated  as  su- 
perior to  the  superstitions  of  his  age  and 
country^  He,  finding  himself  dmwing  to* 
•Wards  the  close  of  his  existence,  gave  ordcss 
that  he  should  be  taken  into  the  air,  and  dist 
his  faee  should  be  turned  towards  the  sun; 
when,  having  remained  for  some  moments  in 
a  kind  of  ecstacy,  he  expired,  recommending 
his  soul  to  Him  among  the  gods,  who  had 
.created  the  sun  and  the  stars. 

It  was  not  till  a.  d.  974,  in  the  reign  of 
Olaf  I*  of  Norway,  that  an  attempt  was 
made  at  introducing  the  christian  religion. 
Frederic,  a  Saxon  bishop,  arrived  in  981, 
and  preached  the  gospel  with  such  success, 
that  in  984  churches  were  built,  and  many 
persons  received  baptism.  Still,  however, 
110  material  progress  was  made;  for  jBishc^ 


urnDDUtnoK.  Ira 

ISmD^ramlt  and  Stefr  Tborgikei^  who 
wcve  sent  from  Geramiiy  hi  the  yjonv  99f^ 
imre  Keomped  wilJi  rsttones,  and  Aey  and 
their  rdigton  abused  iritb  Abe  heeneiC  in* 
Tectives  bjr  the  poets  of  that  dajy^  Tfamogh 
tiie  exertions  of  these^  however^  and  other 
iMisfKHitrieB^  the  light  of  ehristianity  !>egan 
flmre  and  more  to  shed  its  4tistre  tipott'§ref 
fluiwds  of  Ihe  p^ypte,  «o  ^dttft^  on  ^e  ariiral 
of  Gisrar  and  Hjatle  in  «hte  year  ^060,  lihe 
whole  island  became  converted*  without 
bloodshed^  tiroirgh  not  without  opposition; 
and  it  was  agreed^  at  a  general  assembly 
df  the  inhabitants,  that  the  worship  of  idols 
Aroald  tie  abandoned^  and  the  religion  of 
our  i^Iessed  Savioar*  embraced  in  its  stead. 

*  It  appears  that^  at  tliis  time^  the  rite  of  baptism 
was  celebrated'at  one  of  tive  hot-isprings  in  the  ndgh- 
lotift'hDod  jof  sithe  *fymom  Stumalaug^  noticed  'at  .p.  &lt 
of  this  volume  5  for  Eggert  Ola&^nji  stfter  epeJ^g  nf 
the  Nyrdre-Reykia-dal,  says,  ^'Huie  coUateralis  Sydre- 
Bi^kuidaliir,  rallis  .fontibus  ^nddis  abundans :  1i)c 
«9t  9QxMkbi^,  b^faanpe  ^UnipidaBcet  ^abibies,  in  qulbtis 
amoChnti  iauMamSBoo,  h^amdm  oeoidenlEaliB  Inoeifle, 
abominantes  aquam  firigidani,  sacso  baptismatg  ablvll 
aunt,  unde  bahneis  xscacis  nomen  «rat  impositum;" 
Enanatimie^Hiitonc^eidenakit&ettiimfMtftioneJih 
p,  3L 


'    -•!, 


Ixii  introductiok; 

In  1050^  it  was  &rther  decreed,  m  a  sakmn 
assembly,  that  the  temporal  or  politic  law, 
which  was  introdaced  from  Norway  by  one 
Ulfliot*,  in  the  year  928,  should  arefy  where 

give  place  to  the.canon  or  divine  hw. 

• 

Afber  thU  period  monks  and  convents 
began  to  aboimd  in  the  island,  and  ^ 
people  paid  a  jifearly  tribute  to  the  Roman 
see  of  ten  ells  of  wadmal  for  each  family.  • 

In  the  year  1056.  the  Icelanders  received 
the  first  of  their  bishops,  Islief,  who  was 
consecrated  to  the  see  of  Skalholt,  and  a 
second  was  instituted  to  that  of  Holum,  in 

T  J 

1107.  Both  were  originally  under  the  juris-, 
diction  of  the  Archbishop  of  Bremen  and 
Hamburgh;  but,  in  1103  or  1104,  they  be- 
came subordinate  to  Azerus,  the  first  Arch- 
bishop of  Lund  in  Scania,  and  in  1152  to 
the  Bishop  of  Drontheim. 

*  Ulfiiots  Laug  (le  code  d^U^iot)  fat  le  premier 
code  de  Tlslande,  et  en  grande  partie  inoorpor^  dans 
celui  d'aujourdhui^  nomme  GTadgaas^n^  son  aiJKtaur 
fiit  le  pr^vdt  Xjyiiot  qui  demeurait  daps  ce  quartier, 
dans  le  canton  de  Lon;  il  fit  accepter  ce  code  en  9^8, 
et  le  tribunal  sup^rieur^  nomm£  Althing,  fut  ^tabli 
peu  apr^s.     Voyage  en  blaude.  iv.  p.  44. 
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The  Lutheran  reli^on  was  introduced  by 
King  Christian  iii.  in  the  year  1540,  but 
the  zeal,  with  which  the  bishops  opposed 
this  new  sect,  pi^ented  it  from  gaining 
ground  till  1551;  when  the  last  and  most 
earnest  supporter  of  popish  superstitions, 
Jon  Areseni  ^  -Was  beheaded  by  order  of  the 
King's  Lieutenant.  *  Soon  after  this  period 
att'the  inhabitants  embraced  the  Lutheran: 
iaith. 

Iceland  at  present  has  only  one  bishop ;  foe, 
in  the  yter  1785,  the  King  of  Denmarl 
ordered  that  all  the  estates  belonging  to  the 
see  of  Skalholt  should  be  sold,  and  the  money 
deposited  in  the  funds  called  Jordebog's 
Casse.  The  episcopal  see  was  removed  to 
Reikevig,  and  a  certain  yearly  salary  granted 
to  the  bishop  in  lieut  of  his  former  pri- 
vileges. So  also  were  the  estates  belonging 
to  Holum  sold  in  the  year  1801 ;  the  money 
secured  in  the  same  funds;  and  the  two 
dioceses  incorporated  into  one.  Among  the 
Danish  clei^  there  is  no  metropolitan  or 
archbishop,  but  each  bishop   hks  the  ftill 

*  Amgriiii' J6&«  Comment,  do  Ulandifk. 


p(H¥fir  Mttr  bi»  mm  Ati^^pppji;,  ^9«ill^t.b^ 
Ii»  Uk3  mm^fiv  the  Bj^^Kip  of  Is^la^d  h  m 

The  wxtioAcer  m  iJb^  (Ct»jwch  if  |b^  jStjft- 
pnMiat  of  all  loAwd,  wbiidi  h  iom^wihal 
analogous  to  a  dean  la  £nglaiid«  Th^  pis^r 
sent  Stiftprovst*s  name  is  Magnusen. 

,  T^e  Broivsta  i«e  ki&riw  ^ffif»tn  lof  f;be 
dbotte^  who  baave^he  f»w  ^ind  fjafi^rint^n^r 
enee  of  ieccle$iiil|ftjcid  af&irs  in  itheir  ^^m^ 
poomtieb;  for  Aii9  ftipoQse  i9  4Lvi494io^ 
te$a  sneb  ptoirslies^  And  about  nine  )b3<94f9d 
aad;ei^y*ffQur/chincb  Iwkgs^        .     . 

The  prielts.receure; their  an€Oiki^:frMa  ^ 
bnds  <!bat  Are.aaaexed  tto  eaitb  .(ftui^ob  w4 
from  ;tyihes;;  d^sides  ^wMch^  tbei^  .ai«  »tbr9$ 
famtdsed  andieigbtecaai  riKHioUara  and  s^woljr? 
two  skiUings  jiUowed  »per  attnuw  Sw  >t)w 
amendment  of  dueh  Uirings  ^  are  mry  jtnaj^^ 
aad  tbsee  ihundved  jonore  for  tbe.auginciatar 
tion  of  pensions  to  poor  elergymens*  widows* 
Their  jialariips  ats  mJ^m^A  fywfiiLceed  a 


I 

hundred  rix*doIIars  per  annum^  but  the 
greater  number  do  not  produce  an  incoin$i. 
of  wore  than  thirty  or  forty  rix-dolliir3j 
ttnd  some  do  not  exceed  twelve^  ten>  or^vifm 
five.  It  must  be  remembered^  however^ 
that  most  of  the  clergy  occupy  little  farms^ 
jind  this  alone  makes  the  condition  of  the 
greater  part  of  them  tolerable. 

ITogive  acmArejQorrect  idea  of  the  i^venue» 
of  the  clergy  of  Iceland^  not  only  of  the 
re^lar  salaries  which  they  receive  from  the 
cromn^  but  also  of  such  pensions  as  are  ap* 
j>ropriated  to  tnipen^nnuated  and  poor  priests 
.  find  widows,  I  subjoin  the  follpwing  .table  sd 
expenditure;*  o^lypremisiing^  ilkat^be  attwher 
of  cleigymen  is  xiot  to  be  estimated  by  that 
of  the  livings  here  nientioned ;  for^  curates 
in<^ded^  I  think  they  amount  t9  between 
thiM  and.&ur  hundred. 

Rdr.  Sk. 

1  Oiiterskaptefieldg  Prpystie  . . , ,     5  lAvings  113  ^0 

41  ^Vcslerskaptefields  Provstie 7  Ditto     164  40 

^Rangepfalie    and    W^toaao  ^3  j^.^^^   ^3^  ^ 


^  4mffisPfoiatie.. «.,.,, 16  Ditto    436    34 

5  GuMbmigaeaodJKiQseProTStie    9  Ditto    349    43 
C  fiorgafiordProTsUc $  Ditto    ^16    28 


^tmimUma 


Cariiefi  forwwd ....      2016    45 
f 


Ixvi.   '  iNTBomrcnoK.     / 

.     •,     •  l^dr.  Pk. 

Brought  forward  « .  .7  2016  45 

7  Myre  Provstie 7  Livings  S38  18 

8  Snoefieldnes  Provstie  ....... .     7  Ditto  455  7 

9  D^le  Provstie i,. .......     6  Ditt^  «8l  18 

10  Barderstraads  Provstie/ 8  Pitto      •  S91  79 

11  Isefiords  Vester  Provstie    ....     6  Ditto     .  215  80 

12  Isefiords  Norder  Provstie 7  Ditto  188  41 

13  Strande  Provstie 4  Ditto  lOS  '  46 

14  Hunevands  Provstie  ........    15  JKtto  45S '  31 

15  Skagefiords  Provstie 14  Ditto  403  50 

16  Oeliords  Provstie. 15  Ditto  434  16 

17  Norder  Provstie 17  Ditto  668  15 

18  Norder  Mule  Provstie 10  Ditto  365  40 

19  Syder  Mule  Provstie  ..,.,.,.   12  Ditto  359  90 


■*.*« 


•  ••••- 


u. 


Total  ..••.•.  6464    89 


6464    89 


The  amount  of  the  revenues  of  the;  churclw^ 

lands  add  tythes  is  therefwe  ..  .^  .•••'•... .  / 
To  this  may  be  added. 

The  Bishop's  annual  salary •       1848 

The  Stiftprovsts  annual  salary 

Salary  to  the  Priest  of  Reikevig  church 

Pension  to  Bishop  Stephensen*8  Widow 

Pension  to  Pastor  emeritus  Bergsen    . . 

Pension  to  Pkstor  emeritus  Tholevsen; 

Total  sum  ......     8618    66 

The  sum  for  the  aiugmentation  and  amendment  -|' 
of  poor   clergymen's  Hvings  and  widow's  >      618    72 
pensions  is    • •  •  -^ 

Thus  the  grand  total  of  the  expenditure  Of  -*  ^    ' 

the  church  amounts  to ...*./ 


1848 

O 

16 

o 

22 

54 

117 

19 

20 

O 

80 

o 

iMTRaDucnmi.  Ixvif 

The  Icelandic  language  is  the  most  an*-, 
clexit^  and  most  pure^  of  all  the.  Gothic  and' 
Teutonic  dialects.  It  has  been  called  the 
Cimbric^  from  its  barring  been  the  one  which* 
chiefly  prevailed  among  those  tribes  who  in- 
habited theCimbrica  Chersonesus^  and^  under 
this  name^  it,  is  considered  by  the  learned 
Dr.  Hickes  ''^^  as  the  parent  of  the  Swedish^ 
Danish,  and  Norwegian  languages^  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Anglo-saxon  is  of  the 
English,  of  the  Friezland,  and  of  the  Lowland 
Dutch,  and  the  Francic  of  the  German  lan- 
guage. All  of  them  proceed  from  the  same 
original  stock  ^jf.  That  the  Icelandic  has  re-> 
tained  its  original  purity  to  such  a  degree^ 
that  an  Icelander  of  the  nineteenth  century 
can  read,  with  ease,  the  oldest  manuscripts 

*  In  his  Linguarum  vet   Septentrionalium  Tkegautui 
Grammatico-criticus  et  Atchaologicus; 

t^'To  the  old  original  mother*tongae  it  has  been 
usual^  after  Ventegan^  to  give  the  name  of  Teutonic^ 
not  so  much  from  the  Teutones  or  Teutoni>  who  in^ 
habited  tbe  Danish  {slandi^  and  were  brethren  to  the 
C1mbri>  as  from  its  being  the  ancient  Tuytsh,  the  Ian- 
-  gua^e  of  Tuisto  and  his  votaries  -,  the  great  Father 
and  Deity  of  the  German  tiibes/*  '  Northern  Antiqui^ 
tiet,  I*  p»,xJ.  ^ 


Iiviii  umtcaawmmf^ 

of  his  conntry,  aeeais  to  be  attributable  tothe 
little  iiifercoune  iilirhich  this  island  has  hsA 
with  foi^ign  natfons^  ^nd  to  the  sdaall  altera- 
tion  that  has  taken  jplaee  in  ^e  stale  of  isivi- 
Ksfttioii'ofitir  inhabitants;  few  oir  no ttrail^ert 
havii^  settled  among  tbem,  ivhb  tnight  cdr- 
rtipt  th^ir  language  by  a  mixture  of  their  own; 
and  few  luxuries  having  been  intfoddced, 
which  might  give  rise  to  new  warits,  and  con- 
•equently  render  necessary  new  terms  to  ex- 
press  them;  What  is  spoken  by  the  paspTe 
of  the  coast  is,  however,  in  toihe  d^iee, 
altered  fay  the  visits  of  foreigner's ;  and  in  the 
imme£ate  vii^inity  df  the  ports  Will  be  heard 
a  number  of  words,  which  have  been  adapted 
from  the  Danes  and  N6rWe^ahs. 


A  specimen  of  the  modem  Icelandic  will  be 
found  at  ,psige  295,  of  the  second  volume  of 
this  work,  in  a  poetn,  written  hy  one  of  the 
first  native  scholars  of  the  present  day ;  but, 
in  order  -to  shew  ^ow  trifling  is  tb^  ^qhange 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  language,  between 
tlie'^eafs  l{^6  ^d  17^6,  I  ihall  tore  ^b- 
join  a  ttranscrift  of  the'-^Ldt^cP?  *Pwtyer,  *4(s'*  it 
was  written  at  ^ach  of  those  periods.      ,  . 


'        .'{  .i 


KXLANDIC  IjORD'S  PBATER  IN  158S. 

Fader  vor  thu  sem  ert  a  himnum.  Helgist  nafn 
Ifhitt.  Tllkome  thitt  rnke.  Verde  tkibn  vffie  so  a 
jofdu  sem  a  himne.  Gief  oss  i  dag  vort  dagBgt  bMuL 
Qg  fyrerlat  a»  Tipnpr  9l^ul|4er,  ^  em  vier  fyitfiiaialfm 
ifii^xm  fik^Ihlttpfti^luixi.  Qg  inleid  oss  ecki  i  freistne. 
Heller  frel^  thu  os^  af  illu^  thuiat  ihitt  er  riikit^ 
maatur  og  dyrd  um  allder  allda.    Amen. 

ICELANDIC  LORD'S  PRAYER  IN  1746. 

Fader  vor  thu  sem  ert  a  himnum.  Helgesst  thitt 
nafu.  TUkomme  thitt  rike.  Verde  thin  vilie^  so  a 
jordu  sem  a  himi^e.  Gief  thu  oss  i  dag  vort  dagkgt 
.  brau4*  Pg  fyrergief  oss  Torar  skuUder^  so  sem  vier 
fyrer-giefum  vorum  skulldnautum.  Og  innleid  oss 
ecke  }  freistne.  Helklur  firelsa  thu  oss  fra  illu  5  thuiad 
thitt  ^r  riiked  og  maattur  og  dyrd  um  allder  aTkb. 
AiQei). 

The  Ranic*"  char^cteft,  the  first  in  use 
amoiftg  the  lodaiiders^  are  of  very  remote 
ahtiquity^  but  of  doubtfol  origin;  though 
the  Scandinavians^  among  whom  they  seem 
to  have  originated^  were  disposed  to  attri- 

*  H^e  word  Bxjve,  Wormius  d^f^i  e\tim  &QfO  9l^j 
a  furrow,  or  Ren^  a  gutter  or  channels  As  tbes^  cha« 
raqten  were  first  cut  in  wood  or  stone,  the  r^semblanoe 
to  a  ftirrow  or  channel^  would  easily  sugg^t  the  ap- 
pellation*   Northern  Antiquitiet,  u  p»  43. 
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bate  the  indention  of  them  to  Odin.  These 
letters  are  extremely  unlike  any  that  have 
been  in  use  in  other  countries^  and  are  only 
sixteen  in  number.  They  were  used  for  the 
{)tfrpose  of  writing  as  well  as  in  magidal 
operations*.  Many  ancient  monuments  en- 
graven with  Runic  inscriptions  have  beea 
found  in  Iceland^  as  well  as  in  Denmark  and 

^  In  the  Havamal^  or  Sublime  Discourse  of.  Qdinj 
it  is  said  '^  Runic  characters  destroy  the  efiect  of 
imprecations '^3  and  in  Resenus*  edition  of  the  Frag- 
ments of  the  Ancient  £dda>  a  little  Poem  is  added^ 
which  is  called  '^the  Runic  Chapter^  or  the  Magic 
of  Odin.'*  In  it  that  conqueror  relates  the  wonders  he 
is  able  to  perform^  either  by  means  of  these  charac- 
ters, or  by  the  operations  of  poetry,  *'  Do  you  know,** 
says  he,  ''how  to  engrave  Runic  characters?  how 
4o  explain  them  ?  how  to  procure  thepa  ?  how  to 
prove  their  virtue  }  If  I  see  a  man  dead,  and  hang- 
ing aloft  on  a  tree,  I  engrave  Runic  characters  so 
wonderful,  that  the  xa^n  iitimediately  descends  and 
converses  with  mp:*'  and  Angantyr,  in  the  Incania^ 
tion  of  Hervor  (of  which  we  have  a  translation  in 
the  Five  Pieces  of  Runic  Poetry),  says  to  Hervor, 
^'  Young  n^aid,  I  say  thou  art  of  man -like  courage, 
who  dost  rove  about,  by  night,  among  tombs,  with  ^ 
spear  engraven  with  magic  spells,  with  helmet  and 
coat  of  mail,  before  our  haU  :**— these  magic  spells 
were  Rlinic  characters,  eng^mren  on  the  weapon  to 
prevent  their  beiiDg  dulled,  or  blunts -by  inchantmeQt, 
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Nonray,  and  even  in  England,  as  mentioned 
hy  Hickes;  and  a  vast  number  of  books, 
written  in  this  character  *,  still  exist  in  the 
libraries  of  the  north ;  but  of  these,  M.  MaUet 
vobserves  that  the  most  ancient  appear  to  have 
been  veritten  about  the  time  tJiat  Christianity 
took  place  in  the  north,  as  is  judged  from 
several  proofs,  particularly  from  the  frequent 

So,  too,  in  the  Odejon  the  Descent  of  Odin,  when  thts 
'^  Father  of  Magic,  having  reached  the  deep  abode  of 
deaths  stops  near  the  tomb,  of  the  prophetess  and 
looks  towards  the  north,  be  engraves  Runic  cha- 
racters on  her  iomb  $  and  be  utters  mysterious  words/' 

"Right  agajjist  the  ea^tefQ  gate 
B]r  the  moss-grown  pile  he  sa^e; 
Where  long  of  yore  to  sleep  was  laid 
The  4ost  of  the  prophetic  maid. 
ElKing  to  the  northern  clime. 
Thrice  he  traced  the  Runic  rhime; 
Thrice  pronounced,  in  accents  dread. 
The  thrilling  verse  that  wakes  the  dead^ 
Till,  from  out  the  hollow  ground. 
Slowly  breathed  a  sullen  sound." 

Gray't  Translation  of  the  Descent  of  Odin* 

^  Printed  characters  xt^^y  be  seen  in  the  fiist  yolume 
of  Northern  Antiquities,  p.  370  j  lac  similes  of  some 
inscriptions^  in  the  Atlas  of  the  Voyage  en  Islande, 
t.  XX,  and  in  the  title-page  of  the  Fwe  Piece$  of  Runiq 
Poetry, 
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mtertetxtore  ^  ^RiMiKn*  letters  in  thmi*    fb 
tHe  feitr^  lW»y  feleif  founded  a  iefaBK>l  tft 
fikaUidlt^  nvA  won  after  foUr  odier^  when  the 
'RdiMn  cheraiit^rs  were  noiveniiftlfy  ed^ited, 
wid  tKe  ifouth  msfruoted  in  thto^  Latin  toi^piie, 
divinity^  and  parts  of  theoretic  phUps^pli^. 
At  thb  period^  also^  teany  Icselaildere  staled- 
at  fbr^gn   umver8kk»>  though   etheri  re- 
ceived their  education  entirely  in  their  own 
IK>t]htry.    Iceland  was  now  in  the  zrtriih  of 
her  liteiiary  glory^  and^  from  th^  introduction 
of  the  christian  religion  till  the  year  \264, 
when  the  wholeislaiid  beoame  sul^eot  to  Nor- 
way^ she  continued  one/ of  the  few  countries 
in  Europe^  and  the  only  one  in  the  North, 
where  the  sciences  were  eultiTated^  and  held 
in  esteem  *•     it  appedirs  estHnordfnary,  says 
M.  Mallet,  to  hear  a  historian  of  Denmark 
cite  for  hi^  autiiority  the  writera  of  Iceland  ; 
but  this  wonder  will  cease,  when  the  reader 
is  informed,  that,  from  the  earliest  times,  the 
iKifaabitants  of   that  island  had  a  particular 
fondness  for  history,  and  that  from  among 
thetan  ha^e  sprang  (hose  poets,  wfanot,  under 
-the  name  of  Scalds,  rdndfered  tbemm^vies  s6 

*VdtfTroil. 


jfap^uy  thr9Hg)i0ut  i^  nidrtb  i^  their:  ffcngo^ 
SiBd  for  the  credit  thegr  esgojfdivnlh  UngB 
mA  pwfie.    In  fiict,  they  hMeral  wagri:  teknn 
ilpreKt  paint  ta  preBerve  dMt  mmembTfatmoi 
^eifwy-  liMiarlaible  went  that,  faapjpemdy  not 
.otliy-  at  home^  but  amooi^  their.  lieighfaotiy 
thaNww^giansi  ihe  Dapet^  ^  Swedc%  the 
.Sbofcb>  the  En^tsfa^  the  Greealanders^  &c# 
Thfd  QuBt  inhabkafitir  of  Iceland  carrbd  with 
fthem  the  versea,  toge&erwitil  other  historical 
.Bi^noaients  t>f  Ibraicar  times ;   and  the  odes 
of  l)hese  Ieeli»dic  Scalds  were  continaalfy  in 
-efery  b(kty*s  moi^h ;  containing^  according 
to  Tof£»u»9  the  genealogies  and  exploits  of 
kkiffk9  princes^  and  heroes :  and^  as  the  poets 
did  not  forget  to  anrrange  them  according  to 
tiae  order  of  timej   it  vtbls  not  difiksnlt  &r 
the  Icelandic   historians  to  compose  after- 
.waiidb>  fk«  such  memoirs,  the  cbitxiicles 
thiey.  have  left  ns.      Indeed  ^^  (he  poetical 
and  historiciA  worfcs  of  this   oomitry  faaire 
bid  defiance  to  time.     Her  ancient  chroni- 
cles  shew  what  elear  notions   they  had  of 
morality,  {^ilosophy,   natui:al   history,  and 
astronomy.      Her   divines  read   the  works 

*  V«  TroU. 


of  the  iatheiiof  the  elftirch;  ahd  iio  ibw^ 
tiian  two .  huttdired  toid  thirty  poets  *,  shme 
.of  them '  kin^frn  enii  esteemed- ict  foreign 
courts^  are  enumerated  in  the  Skaldatal^  an 
ancient  manuscript,  in  ^hich  is  preserved  a 
.  list  of  those  scalds  or  poets  who  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  three  northern 
kingdoms,  from  the  reign  of  Regner  Lod- 
^brog  to  that  of  Valdemer  ii:  that  is,  from 
A.D.  7^^  to  1 157*  Among  them  is  more  than 
'One  crowned  head,  and,   what  is  no  less 
liemarkable,   the  greatest  part  of  them  are 
natives    of  Iceland.     Driven,   perhaps,    by 
poverty^    some  of  them  .were  >  induced  to 
visit  foreign  courts,  and  Wormius,  in  his 
^  Litteratura  Danica,  states  that  Canute  had 
no  less  than  eight  Danish,  Norwegian,  and 
Icelandic  poets^  who  flourished  in  his  court 

* 

and  enjoyed  his  friendship.  Others  doubt- 
less tmv^lled  in  distant  countries  for  the 
sake  oJF  acquiring  knowledge  'jf. 

•       V 

ft 

*  Northern  Antiquities,  i,  p.  391. 

t  "  Prsestantes  ollm  (Islandi) 
Relictis  patriis  oris,  Londinuin  studios^  petebantj 
Artium  addiscendarum  cupidi, 
Quas  contenta  libris  eruditio  commendat. 


IKTRODUCTION,  IXXV 

Of  the   ancient    Icelandic    poems*    the 
Edda^  donbtless  holds  the  first  rank  among 

*  >    « 

OxQni^e  ia  Aoglico  solo 

Pedem  hoc  temporis  tractu  6gere 

Imprimis  arridebat ; 

Deinde  fortunse  favore  suffulti 

Solum  natale  repetebant/* 

iSee  Me  CartMn  GrcstulatoHum,  v.  ti.  p,  280* 

*  The  style  of  the  ancient  poemn  is  vciy  emgmaticaL 
and  figurative^  very  remote  from;  the  commQn  lan- 
guage, and  for  that  reason  grand  but  tumid  j  aublime 
but  obscure.  If  it  be  the  character  of  poetry  to  have 
nothing  in  common  with  prose,  if  the  language  of  the 
gods  ought  to  be  quite  difierent  from  that  of  men/  if 
mtxj  thing:  should  be  expresaed  by  tniigsry^  figures 
and  hyperboles  and  allegories,  the  Scandinavians  may 
rank  in  the  highest  class  of  poets.  They  seldom  fx- 
pressed  heaven  by  any  other  name  than  "the  skull 
of  the  giant  Ynier.*'  The  rain-bow  was  called  "  the 
bridge  of  the  gods."  Gold  was  "The  tears  of  Fveya/* 
Poetry,  the  ^'  present  or  the  drink  of  Odin/*  ^h^  e^th 
was  either  "  the  spouse  of  Odin,  the  flesh  of  Ymer, 
the  daughter  of  the- night,  the  vessel  which  floalts  on 
the  ages,  or  the  foundation  of  the  air.'*  Herbs  dnd 
plants  were  the  '^hair  or  the  fleece  of  the  earth,**  &c. 
Northern  Antiquities,  p.  393  and  395. 

t  Edda,  is  said  to  bejjerived  from  a  jGothic.  vfford, 
signifying  Qrandmother,  which,  in  the  flgura:(iye 
sense  of  the  old  poets,  was  intended  to  expresi .  an 
ancient  doctrine.        v...  :    .   ; 
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chose  that  have  been  handed :  drawn  Ito  us, 
and  the  lover  of  northern  aiiitiquHies  wiill 
find  an  ample  store  of  information  upon  the 
subject^  in  the  second' volume  «if  M.  Mallett's 
work.  It  is  there  stated  Chat  there  have  been 
two  poems  of  this  name,  the  first  and  most 
ancient  of  which  was  coa\piled  by  Soemund 
Sigfussen^  surnamed  the  Jeari^,  born  in 
Iceland  about  the  year  IO67.     This  author 

•  had  studied  in  ^Garmany^  and  'ohic^y  at 
'Cdlogne,  allong  with  hh  ccountryman  Are 
Trode,  Who  distinguished  himselT  by  his 
love  for  literature.  Soemund  was  one  of 
the. {first  who.yentured  to  commit  to  ^writiiig, 
the  ancient  religious  (|io6tiy^  iwhioh  many 
peojple^till  retained  'by  heart.  Thi«  firdt  col- 
lection beinff  too  'voluminous,  Snorro  Stur- 
Jeson^  aboujt  one  hundred  .and  twenty  years 

jafler^  .undertook  Xo  select  from  it  whatever 
•was  most  importarit  in  'the  old  tny^th<?logy, 
and  thus  to  compile  a  shorter  arid  fer  more 
intelligible,  system. 

But  the  sciences^  here,  as  iii  every  other 
country,  have  been  subject  to  the  greatest 

*  '''Three  pieces  alone  of  thb  cblleidtioil,  "though  per- 
haps the  best  of  it,  have  come  down 'to  lis.**    Tftftthern 

'Antiquities.  " 

t  Von  Troil. 
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revoliitioii%  mid,  totise  the  wcmii'iif  Di^.  Fin^i 
neds  (who^  in  lib  Hist.   'Ec€les%  Islcmd&m^ 
oooipar^  the  siatte  of  litdratufre  in  Iceland  to 
the  four  ^ages  'of  hiimfltn  life),  thek  m&indy 
extaaded  to  the  year  10&6^  *wfaen  ^e  intro- 
dilction   of  ihe  christian  religion  ;ppediiced 
the  finM:  dawn  of  1%bt;  their  youth  to  llOQ^ 
when  schools  were  first  establi^d,  and  'the 
education  and  instruction  of    youiig  'm^i. 
began  to  be  more  attended  to  than  befot^;> 
their  manhbod  l^ted  till  about  the  middle' 
of  the  fourteenth  century^  when  the  iscieocei; 
gradually  decreased^  and  were  dloioit  wholly 
extinct^  no  wbrk  of  any  merit  apptaring. 
History  now  drooped  her  head^  poetry  had 
no   relish^   tod  all  the  oSi^r  ^cienc^s  ^wev^' 
enVeloped  in  darkness.    The  schools  began' 
to  deciEty^  and^  in  inany  {)laces»  they  even 
had  none  at  all.    It  ^^^te  very  uncommon  for 
any  one  to  understand  Latin^  and  few  priests 
could^  with  fluency^  read  th^ir  breviary  and 
ritual. 

fCfae  Kformi^ioh  pRxfcKHsd  in  Iceland  a 
ttew  dawn  of  learning ;  and  a  few  rays  of 
that  light  which  has  blazed  over  Europe, 
i^9m  the  discovery  of  priiiting^  shed  a  gleam 
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on  this  remote  i^and.  But  it  ib  to  Bt8h<^ 
Areson^  one  of  the  most  illiterate  and  bi*« 
gotted  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops^  that  the 
inhabitants  are  indebted  for  the  introdaction 
of  the  first  printing-press.  He,  anxious  to 
undermine  the  power  of  the  king,  and  to 
hinder  the  progress  of  the  reformation,  but  ig« 
norant  of  the  Latin  language,  which  was  made^ 
use  cf  inletters  of  eitcommunication  and  others 
ordinances,  commissioned  a  friend  to  procure 
hfm  a  person  well  versed  in  Latin,  wha 
might,  at  the  same  time,  establish  a  printii^^^ 
office.  For  this  purpose,  Jon  Mattheson,  a 
Swedish  priest,  was  invited  to .  Iceland, 
whither  he  conveyed  a  press,  and  fixed  ib 
in  the  district  of  Hunnevatn.  At  his  deativ 
his  son  removed  it  to  Nupefell,  where  he 
printed  some  books  at  the  time  that  Btftho{]l 
Gudbrand  Tboriacius^   began  to  print   at 


•» 


*  **  lUenon  modo  suse  setatis^  sed  et  posteritatis  or* 
namentum.  Qax  praeterquam  quod  inchoatum  opus  \' 
pi-aedecessore  Olao  sibi  relictum  duceute  S.  S.  optima 
ad  eain,  quam  dedit  Deus  perfectionero,  deduxit,  (Dica 
labores  et  diligentiam  in  asserenda  veritate  Eran- 
gelica>  et  papisticis  superstitionibvis  abrogandis)  etiam 
in  hac  patria  sua  officinam  Typbgrapbicam  primus 
Islandorum  aperuit.     Cui  idclrco  patria  inter  tibrbs 


H<iJuni-  Bishop  Thor  Tbprlak0*n,Aq  l68^/ 
transported  it  (jo  $k^}ho)t,  -whence  it  was 
agaia  Restored  :to  Holtipi  by  Qiijbpp  Biprn- 
Thorlevsen.     About    Uie    middle  of    thei 
ei^te^snth  c^ury  a  nbw  prii^Ulc^-pffice  was. 
establbhed  at   O^rappsay^  >  by  QUaC  QUsen; 
a^  bence^ .  as  ;ii^eU  aA  from  Hqliiaii  many 
Taluable  woeks  have  issued.    Of  late^  bow-, 
erer^  the  oflke  at  .Holum  baa  he&BL  6U{>-» 
pressedj  aod  the  only  one  now  in  the  i«kiid> 
19  situated  at  Leera^  in  the  district  of  Borga^? 
fiord*  .  .   '-  t 

*■  '  •  , 

For  an  account  of  the  present  state  of 
literatore  in  the  iriahd  of  Ic^nd>  I  must' 
refer  to  the  fifth  chapter  of  Sir  George 
Mackenxie^s  Traneh  m  Iceland^  where  Dr.i 
HoUand  hasani]dy  treated  on  this  subjects 
From  it  the  limits  oft  my  Iniroduotion  will, 
allow  me  to  extract  little  more   than  the^ 
names  of  some  of  the  most    celebrated  oP 
the    living    authors, — Of   such   are   Finnur 
Magpusen   and   Professor  Thorkelin^ ,  who 

complures  in  linguam  vernaculam  translatos>  etiam 
sacrpsancta  Bibliaj  elegantissimis  typis  Islandica  lingua 
in  oificinaipius  excusa^iHaeternumdebebit:**  Arngrlm. 
Jgnas,  Brevk  Comment,  de  IsL 
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have  vmAe  tlie  e«i4y  literatate  of  Iee)MA> 
the  partieiiiknr  dbjtet  of  their  studies;    and' 
Stetngrim  Jonas  of  Bessested;  4ihe  Rector 
Hittlmafsofi^  who  formerly  oondtieted  the 
sehMl  at  Hi^luiii ;  and  Arties  Hel^son^  the 
dmtt  'Of  Vatnsfiord^  who  have  distingnirfieil 
thMiseltieci  in  classical  knowledge.    Assessor 
Benalicft  Grondal,  a  judge  in  Ae  high  eouit' 
of  justiee^  is  mentioned  as  the  most'enineiii' 
aJMMg  the  pbets^  although  his  -perfycmMfSM' 
are  ialmost  wholly  oonfitied  to  odte^  cpita^s^ 
and  other  detached  pieces^  among  which  are 
many  excellent  translations  from  Theocritas, 
Aftocrebn^  and  Horace.    lUimur  Mognusen 
is  Uhewise  celebrated  tot  the  famlity  with 
which  he  composes  in  the  Latin  and  Danidb 
languages,    and  ftr  the  extreme  aocuni^ 
of  ills  Icelandic  stjdb*.    Jonas  Thorkdcsen,' 
the 'transhitdr  of  Mikon^  has  ODmposed  many 
originttl  .poems  of  great  mferit.     Sigutdar 
Petersen   of  R^ikerig,  has  written^   amockg 
other  things^  a  poem,  in  six  cantps^  called 
St^Ua,  rin  which,  under  a  fictitious  fomn^  the 

*  1  )lunre  befbie  aUuded  to  his  poem/  inserted  iaidie 
hffpehAvL  of  the  second  volume  of -this  Tour,  and^.at 
p.  39  of  this  volume^  is  noticed  a  traniriation  of  the 
Georgic9  of  Iceland^  into  Danisfa  vene* 


.nvsomiCTMir^  bam 

omaers  and  habits  of  tbe  I<iekt]dcn  u6 
mkmtely  descdbed.  Magaas  Stei^enseo, 
'Hie  EtatsrcMBdj  is  justly  entitled  lo  the  first 
laok  amoag  tbe  hUtorioal  writen;  aod,  m  » 
list  of  his  wa^kij  .no  less  than  twenty,  oa:Ta«> 
nous  sttl^ects^ :  are  enumerated  by  DnHol* 
ki^i :  many  of  them,  however,  are  pnblished 
&r  the  use  of  ;a  literary  society,  of  whidi 
Mr*  Stephensen  is  presideat.  »  Numerottf 
works  on  divinity  teive  appeared  ^inbe  the 
time  of  the  .i*eformation;  but,  happily  for 
Iceland,  metaphysics,  do  not  appear  to  have 
occu{»ed  the  attention  of  the  Icelanders  in  a 
great  degree.  Tbe  sciences,  strictly  sd 
ealled.  Dr.  Holland  goes  on  to  observe,  eti- 
gagie  but  few  votaries.  In  natui;al  hiistory  * 
the  Enarrationes  Historicw  de  Natumei 
Omstitutione  Islandias  of  Eggart  Olafsen 
deserve  notice;  as  do  the  TraveU  in  Iceland^ 
published  by  the  same  gentleman,  in  corij^nic- 
tion  with  his  cpmpanicm  Paulsen ;  a  work  con- 

^  "*  The  authors  of  the  Voyage  en  hlande  itaake 
.BBenlian  ^  a  Latin  work  published  one  liundried  and 
fifty  years*  ago«  entitled  Theatrum  Vxv&Hiim^  ai|d 
they  speak  of  Jon  Olafsen,  who  flourbhed  about  tbe 
jBiidclle  of  the  seventeenth  century^  aod  had  made,  na* 
tural  history  his  particular  study.  He  travelled  much 
in  Europe  and  in  the  East  Indies>  and  wrote  an  ac* 
^unt  of  biis  life  and  travels. 


►  •  ♦  »l 
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tainuig  a  vast  stoore  of  mSdrmatidny  but 
^ly  defideat  la  arrangement*  Olaf  iOlaftoi 
printed,  in  1780,  his  Q^cmu^awml  Ttawi$ 
ihrot^  Ifeiaiad,  containing  mu9h  ^valiitdite 
matter.  Job  Soemundseo  lias  written  on  tii6 
^loanic  eruptions  that  ^ave  happened  in  the 
kidghbor^ood ,  of  die  lake  MyTatn;  aOfdl 
Bidiop  Finnsen  on  Hecla;  and  Mr.  St^ 
pheosens  4ccfmnt  of  the  JEnsptpm^fff  SJcap^ 
ie€eld  Johul  will .  be  found  translated*  into 
£Dglish^.in  the  latter  aid  of  this  jc^ufnaL^  . 

Mathematics  ai|d  astronomy  are  but  littl^ 
pultiyated,  though  tjbe  elder  Mr»  Stcyphenseii 
and  Stephen  Bioi*Qsei>^.  have  writteii  on  thete 
tubjects,  ^  . 


In  the  fine  arts  no  progress  whatever  has 
been  made;  but,'  as  a  proof  that  this  defi- 
ciency  is  rather  to^be  ascribed  to  the  situation 
of  the  people,  ^than  to  a  want  of  original 
genius.  Dr.  Holland  remarks,  that  Thofvald- 
j«n^,  the  son,  of  an  Ic^nder,  dwellkig  o^ 
the '  olassiic  ground  of  Sbme,  is  seoaml:otily 
to  Canovft  aihong  the  statuaries  of  Euwpe* 

'  Hie  rentiains  of  antiquity  in  Icelkhd  ate 
iew  wA  of.  small  importance,  sijiee  lliie 
country  has  been   plundered  of  all  its  ol^ 


ciahiur^ripts;  'Of  ancient  edifices  scai^ely 
tt^y  traces  remain;  for  the  mode  of  fcuUding 
|»-a6ti^  ih  t4»e  isianii  with  pieces  of  rode 
l^hout  cement  is  of  itself  naturally  tinft* 
irorable  to  the  duration  of  the  wialls/and  ha« 
Mso  greatly '  facilitated  the  attempts  of  tb^ 
natives  to  take  them  in  pieces  ai  often  iAs 
they  wanted  the  materials  to  erect  others, 
mie  mere-  foundations  of  large  structures  are 
ddne  now  and  then  to  be  traced^  one  of 
vdtkh  that  served  as  a  pagan  temple  is  dil^ 
titfguisbable  by  the  Blodstein^  or  stone  for 
tacrifice,  whidh  is  <^  an  oval  forai,  a  littk 

^  |K>ii:rted  at  the  top* 

.  .  *      •  '  ■  ■    .  "^ 

'■  Equally  insignificant  are  the  aneient  in« 
^a^riptions  that  h«re/been  found  in  the  island ? 
fhe  moM  refwribible  among  which  is  thiA  Ht 
^Borg^  ki  Myrar,  die  epitaph  of  oa&Kai!ti»i> 
;|t^  man  of  r^l  cKtraction^  who  fell  by  tfae 
hands  of  an  assassin.  It  is  engta^  in 
^Huhipehatacters  upon  a  kind  of  rook  resen* 
Idti^  basalt      -'      : 

'  Some  fragments  are  still  preserved  of  (iie 
imnour  of  fbrmer  days^  such  ^  a  halber^ 
long  k^  tn  the  ea^iedrsl  €€  SkallMk;  sttd 


Ixxxif  iNTRopucnoir« 

a  few  9words>  with  a  laoee  iu|d  heliM^. 
which  are  to  be  seea  at  midarende^  bui 
tiiiey  are  said  to  possess  nothing  remarkable 
in  their  form.  Sepulchral  monumentt^  c<m« 
sistiojg  of  h^ps  of  stones^  reseooblk^ .  |bt 
cairns  of  Wales  aqd  Scotland^  are  scatter^ 
in  smsdl  quantities  over  the  island. 

The  princi^l  etporta  dT  Iceland  are  drieil 
fisb^  mutton,  lamB'  andbeef^  butter^  tallow^ 
train-oil^  cos^ae  woollen  cfolb^  stocking^ 
gloves^\  raw  wo^i^  sheep-skins^  Ianil><>skiii% 
loxTskina^  eider-down,  and  feathers,  to  whic^ 
in  former  times  was  added  i^phur*  Tb^y 
import  timber,  fishing-tackle^  various  implex 
ments  of  iron,  tobacco^  br^ad,  spirituoqa  li- 
<)iiorB^  wine»'  isalt>  linen^  with  oliieF  w^fi^ 
series  of  life  for  the  people  in  geners^,  and  ^ 
very  few  superfiiiities  for  the  richer  class  of 
inbabitaats.  At  its  earliest .  period  IcelaiKl 
appears  to  have  been  .the  rendezvous  for  aH 
tj»e  disa&^ted  and  disconteiited  amqi^  ;thf 
Norw^ians  and  Danes,  and  w)as  little  joao^f 
than  a  nest  of  pirates ;  but  after  the  island 
had  submitted  to  the  Kings  of  Norway^  and 
a  security  was  afforded  to  commerce^  th^ 
vast  quantities  of  wqo1>  tallow^  oil^  and  othftr 


t.-  . 
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pfot^Kitfl  that  were  exported^  brought  back- 
8b  large  a  return  of  the  precious  metals^  that' 
it  was  reckoned  a  desirable  situation  for  ad- 
venturers  to  make  their  fortunes  in.     Many 
concurrent   circumstances   aflfcerwards   occa- 
atoned  the  decay  of  this  trade,  but  nothing 
so  much  as  the  king's  usurping  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  island,   and  affixing  cer- 
btin  prices  to  all  the  produce;    so  that  no 
man  dared  to  sell  any  thing,  except  to  the 
lOyal  factors,  nor  to  them  at  a  price  aborc^ 
what  was  stated  in  a  printed  list  that  was 
eiirculated  all  over^tiie  island.    A  monopoly 
af  this  natilreat  first  produced  gteat  revenues 
to  the  royal  treasury,  but  the  people  soon  be- 
came impoterished  by  it,  and,  following  the 
natural  course  of  things,  the  factors  begaa 
to  oppress  the  natives  and  to  cheat  their 
master^  so  that  at  last  the  profits  were  not 
%cpML\  to  the  expenoe  of  such  a  commerce. 
The   Danish   government   therefore    issued 
fMTOclamations  *>  declaring  the  trade  of  Ice- 
land to'  be  free.     But,   if  the  island  had 
'  l(uflfered  formerly  by  the  factors,  it  suf!ere(t 

*  The  nature  of  the  Proclamations  relative  to  the 
freedom  of  Trade  will  be  seen  at  Appendix  F.  of  thii 
WDriCj  where  some  of  them  are  translated. 


i^fU^^  Biore  bj'  the  Qiaasiices^  that  wei^  ^f^ 
adopted ;  for  this  nominal  freedom  <soBM«|eilf 
iB^-^e  king's. priv^l^ES»  bo^g  wld  ta  «  bc^y; 
of  merchants^  who  eKKJojed^  under  certaia^ 
8ti(H]JationB^  the  exclusiye  right  to  trade  witfa^ 
the  island*  The  natives  were 'under  th^ 
name  restrictions  as  before,  nor  could  an^ 
ships,  but  those  of  this  company,  come  intOK 
the  Icelandic  ports  to  traffic.  The.  principq^ 
purdiaser  from  the  king  did  an  essential  iiw» 
jjury  to  the  inhabitants,  by  sufiering  the  ma^  • 
nufactory  of  cl^th  to  go  into  decay,  wbeiiefay^ 
nuo)  hers  were  exposed  tO;^verl|y  and  wan;^^ 
Qe  was,  by  ^o  doing,,  abte  ta  exfi?^  tfai^ 
raw  wool  to  a  greater  profit,  and  also  tp^bwm 
a  farther  advantage  by  importing  ^loth  ani^ 
other  manufaetured  goods*  * 

In  nolhir^  do.  the  fcelandecs.  excel  90h 
much  as   in  the  curing  of  tbe  eod^sh^^^ 

*  Tlif»ioqi)mog:particuiarB  relative  to  the  cu4og  of; 
tbe  cod*fiBh^:  extracted  tool  the,  Vcf/0ge  en.JUUmde,} 
ijaay  not  be  unacceptable  tq  nay  refiders/'— rf  j  r^l\§^ 
,  en&vent  k  la  morue  T^pine  dorsale  (qu*ils  appellent 
^lod'J)<il^en)  jusqu!^  1^  trQi«ie;ne  Yert^br<e«  aurdessus^ 
du  nombiil :  cette  opemtiQn  leuir  est  m^oie  ordonm^,. 
£11^  fait  ^ue  l^  |}oidsoi^s^.  ejb^e  ;li|s  {irpw^teiiu^t^  ..et^ 


\ 


im^jklk  19  6f  the  iMiM:  kindr  »<>  thttt,  it  ti^ 
Mieriei  were  properljr  ^^nducted^  l^ey  itiight 
prove  a  soiirce  otiiiexhauttable  wealth  to  the 

qtii  IMr  {iMlit«6  ttitecHC  dilior:  I^  {Miiat  <^  la'  cMn 
«|ii««(fMlBi^;   '0tt  «  soiil'  «n  mime  t^m^  de'bknr 
hlff0  uigaerf  f0  pdasoii,   afln  qu-il  ne  se   noircisse 
poB^  0t  ii4  pretme  pfls^  an  maavab  gqtd,  ce  qui  en 
^dp^berail  la  vent0.     Ausdi   tes   p^oileurs   exp^ti-^' 
oMM^i  ^irentrent-ib  tes  morties  qu'ib  p^thent^  d^ 
yiAKMl  V]i»  ib  let  <»!(  tivte  dttDtf  la  botqme;  et  ite 
lei  pfWraeiit:  tout  $1^  de  la  t^te  jusqu'  au  coettr^  de  qai^ 
Jkit  toUt*li-eoup  fouler  la  totality  du  sang  qui  tsV> 
encore  iBuidiB.    £lle  acquierent  par^l^  une  blancheur* 
ama  ^le  et  la  chair  en  devjent  ti'^s-belle  et  ti^s« 
9ff^6a0aM^.^9r^''-^©ik  fait  s^her  led- tSte^^  par«e> 
qaApii  ne  }e$  mKiige  qiM  raremcfot  dans  l^ur  fjnidbevBd 
-^3^  -^O^  06  met  enatiite  ^  pi^parer  la  vessie  (quTila 
noininent  Swiimaten,e^  les  eommerjans  ^trange»i  iSittil<p 
imnaotf)  qui  eonsiste  en  une  peau  coriaeej  semblable  \i 
da.cui]^.    Elte  a  une  Hgne  d'l^paisseuf )  elle  estpaiv 
fMlinia&t  bfla&icli^  et  ^iae  de  Mgamejls  ronda  ej^ 
ovenxj  qui  la  tiennent  attach^e  auifi  c6tes.    Elle  eet' 
sNu^e  sous  rapine   dorsale^    dans  le  ventiicule  du 
milieu^  et  est  commun^ment  plein  d-air.    €omme  on 
m<fii!  Il^settcoup  de  d^t^diS^'  et  de  p^mptitudi^'  k  tirer 
k  polssok  de  Y^nxx;  d^  qiJi'il  ^  mordu  %  Flianieeon; 
icette  veside  se  gonfl<$  tdl^to^ht  par  les  i^ecousses'^  qu^ 
B*il:   Tient  k  se  d^tacher^    il    ilotte   longtemps   sur 
T-aan,  et  deaofeura  un  cerlaitt  temps  dsins  cet  €M, 
9meA  de  pouvolr  f  redMcisndre.    Si  on'  ^ventre  le 
pras^m  auasttdt  qu*il  est  prfsy  et  qu'on  perce  un  trou 
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iriand;  fiif  fiiih  froio  thut  cmmtfy-alfwjrv 
sells  at  a  m^th  higher  rate  timn  what  cmnea 
from  either  Newfoundland  or  Norwi^. 


dans  la  vcs$ie»  Tair^eapert  avac  iia|itoostt^  «t' 
^pdpe  de  bi^ii^niant )  si  Ton  am^oe  m^  coDtraitie  ufie. 
monie  ave  doucciur  dans  la  barque,  c'est-^-Kfoe  uifm- 
secous&e,  la  vessie  ne  s^enfle  nulleo^ent.    Dans  une^ 
morue  maigre^   qui  aura  rest^  quelque  temps  fieuS) 
TeajQ,  sur  un  terrain  ou  fend  argilleux,  .on  trouvera 
eatte  vessie  plelne  d*une  mali^re  visqueuse  et  jaiai4lre, 
aiais  pa^sp^bleoQiQnt  Iiquicjle.    f  Ue  forme  un  taets  9gr^- 
nble,  sain^  l^ger,  et  nouriisant.    On  8*en  sert  ici  et- 
obez  r^tranger  au  lieu  de   colle.    Plusieurs  la  conr» 
fonclent  aveo  cell?  qu*on  fait  de  la  ve^sie  de  1*  lothyo^^. 
o€Me,  ioconmi  daoB  ces  pan^ges.    LetrgeiMgi^  ou. 
domestiqiies,  que  Vanenyc^lL  la  p^cbe^  aont  ehai^g^Sj 
en  vertu  d'une  ordonnance  depoHce^df  la  iNf^paratioii- 
du  corps  de  la  niorue,  de  celle  de  la  tile,  d^.la  vessie^: 
du  morceau  qui  fartne  le  tliignonet  do*  TextracfioD. 
deThuite:  lis  8oi>t  tenus  dVn  rendre  compte  k  lelin  • 
maitres,    Lf^  morue  s^eb^een  plein fairest  excell^nte: 
et  d*un  g6ut  si  agr^ble,  que  plusieurs  ^a  pr^reat  k^ 
celle  qu'pn .  Si^cbe  «ur  les  rocbers  ^.    Pour  la  s^cber  de  > 
cette   roani^re,    on  &*y   prend  de  bonne  heufe   aU' 
printemps.    Lorsque  le  vent  est  nord,  elle  aequiert  • 
eommun^ment  beanoo^p  de  blaacbeur  au  debofs  et 
ses  filamens  demnaent  oomxoe  itis^  etrudesj^ans, 

*  lis  appellent  le  {raisson  qu'ik^fdnt's^cber  stir  let  itchen  KUp^i 
fach,  au  Hqu  qia'IU  donneat  l«f totm  ^Fi^t^fitch  k oelui "^u^- 


*'  With  ir^rd  td  tlie  aimMements  of  the* 
ifieliHiikm  tibef  are  not  of  a  kiad  calculated 
tadiwpA  the  gloomy  habit  which  coiitiuualiy' 
hangs  about  them ;  and^  indeed^  they  are  now ' 
ilniost '  entifely  confined  to  the  reading  or' 
itepeating  one  to  another  their  ancient  sagd^: 
these  are  the  delight  of  the  youth  as  well  as 
of  the  aged ;  hot  while  the  more  authentic 
maoacript  histories  of  former  times  are  the 
means  of  enabling  them  to  retain  and  speak 
their  language  in  its  almost  original  pnnty, 
the  mere  traditionary  ones  are  replete-  with* 


.  f 


ni^eiieiur>.k  chair  devient  aa  co&traire  rou^e  et' 
tecidre.  LiOF9<]iu'oq  frappe  ce  pmmo  pour  Tapplatir, 
il  ae  trouve  on  certi^in  dech^t^  par  rapport  aux  fila- 
mens  «xteriieB  qai  tombent  en  po^^dre)  xnais  oti  n*j 
fait  pasatteatioo^  dans  dea  parages  ob.  il  est  aussi 
ajboflndanjb* .  On  T^tt  ntemnciins  dea  persoones  iSconoines 
q}^en  tireut  profit;  eUea  iramassent  cette  poudre  ou ' 
forioe  dfs  poisson,  et  s*ea  font  un  mets  d^icat  et  d*une 
facile  digestion.  Cctte  poudre  perd  ce  godt  fort  et 
acre,  que  le  poisson  acquiert  lorsqu'il  est  sec^  et  qui 
k  rend  peu  propre  ^  ^tre  veadu  aax  cominer^aDs^ 
quoiqull  perde  par  la  d^ceatioA  una  bonne  partie 
de  .son  sue.  Cependant,  on  n*a  paa  encore  d^id^,  si 
un  poisson  sech^  ^  la  gel^  n*est  pas  plus  sain  que 
eelui  qui  Ta  6i6  dans  tout  autre  temps,  puisqu*el!e 
lui  ei^ve  toutes  lea  parties  visqueuses  et  aqueusesj 
at  niateiM»e»  que  lea  parses  grasses  et  salines,'* 


K-  INXEO»U€IVI0)f. 

ad>siird  atorkt^  tbat  keep  tiive  a-kive  cif  the 
wonderful^   and  imprest  with  mperatttioui 
notions  the  minds. of  almost  «Ii  ^tm  lowM 
class  of  people*    la  ftenser  times  wtekltngi 
and  various  feats  of  strength  nded  to  oeeiipy^ 
their  attention;  ohess  was  much  pvaetised;  aiidr 
cards^  music^  and  dancing  diversified  theirs 
leisure  houf s :  but  all  these  ara  now  scatfetelyi 
heard  of.    Hieir  attachment  to  their  mt^ 
latad  is  very  strong,  and  might  be  accounted 
truly  wonderful^   since  the  country  seems 
entirely  destitute  of  every  thing  which  cati^ 
add  to  the  comforts  of  life^  and  nearly  so  of 
the  ixieans  of  procoriilg  a  hecesiaiary  isubsiirt^^ 
ence/  were  it  not  that,   '*  Providence,**   as 
Von  Trpil  well  remarks,   ^f  has  wisely  in-p 
*^  stilled  into  the  huoi^n  heart,  the  love  of 
'^  that  soil  whereon  a  man  is  born  i   zndf, 
'^probably  with  a  vifew  that  those  places 
*^  which  are  not  favored  by  nature  with  her 
*^  choicest  blessings,  may  not  be.  left^  without 
inhabitants,  it  may  be  affirmed  with  -some 
degree  of  certainty  that' the  love  of  oriels 
*^  native  place  increases  in  an  inverse  ratio 
'^  with  its  having  received  favors  from  na-^ 
**  ture.**    This  is,  indeed^,  most  justly  appli- 
cable to  the  patient  and  oo>ntented  kelaifder; 


if 

4( 


whfl^  h^ippy  in  tbe  lot^lhat  Frnvidewe  has  as^ 
signed  Uk  bioi,  10  scarcely  ever  knovm  to  kave 
hiA  cold  tttd  barria  imoticiftahia  for  all  that 
]/iwty  and  ccm&rt  cao  offer  him  ia  ntUer 

...  .  .  .  ^  1 

*  The  first  settlers,  however,  who  were  famed  for 
their  maritime  enterprizes,  had  more  of  a  roving 
dbitissftioii.  Torwald  wbs  induced  to  attempt'  thel 
cK^^v^iy  Qt  a  coast  to  the  north  of  Iceland^  hefbM' 
«e|3a  hj  one  Eric  Rufas»  In  the  yeac  S!3S>  h^  mad^ 
good  a  landing,  and,  having  surveyed  it,  he  gave  it  the. 
pame  of  Greenland.  After  living  there  some  years  he 
fetmmed  to  Icelahd,  and  prevailed  on  several  persons 
fa  go-  aad  settle  in  this  new'  countrf .  Two  towns, 
(jiflfde  aj^d  Alb^  were  fiiuoded ;  a  monastery  waa 
established  and  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas,  and  all  ^6, 
inhabitants  acknowledged  the  Kings  of  Norway  for^ 
their  sovereigns.  This  colony  subsisted  till  the  year 
I$4i8,  when  the  dreadful  pestiience,  called  the  black 
deatk,  committed  its  ravages,  and  from  that  time  these 
set^epients  seejn  to  bdve  been  wholly  fbi^tten  or 
neglected,  though  Sigcide>  in  his  Bistary  of  Gremtand, 
offers  proofs  that  the  whole  colony  is  not  whoUyi 
extinct,  and  even  proposes  means  of  gating  to  ft* 
It  WAS  in^  one  of  thsse  voyages  to  GoeeakiDd  thatoa 
]c^lilpderj  Aani^dBbsn>  driven  ^t<>  the  soutbivaidvla^ 
the  year  1001  by  tempestuous  weather,  discovered' 
land,  fiat  find  covered  with  wood,  which  ithaasi|ica 
been  supposed  must  ha^e  been  efther  Labrador  or 
Newfoundland  5  this  was  again  vbited  fay  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Qco^nland,  wiiii  gai^e  it  the  name  of 
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The  employments  of  each  individual  Ice- 
lander are  necessarily  various,  since  artists, 
mechanics,  and  people  of  different  profes* 
sions  are  almost  unknown  among  them.  *  In 
the  winter  the  care  of  the  cattle  is  of  the 
highest  importance;  the  stoutest  and  most 
healthy  of  the  men  are  then  occupied  in  the 
preservation  of  those  to  which  shelter  and 
dry  food  cannot  be  afforded  at  this  inclement 
season,,  and  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the 
snow  as  much  as  possible  from  the  grass, 
that  the  beasts  may  be  able  to  procure  a  sqh* 
sistence,  hoyrever  scanty,  Qtber  men  are 
employed  in  picking  the  coarse  wool  from' 
the  fine,  and  manufocturing  it  into  ropes, 
bridles^  stirrup-straps,  and  cushions,  which 
are  oft^n   us^d  ins^eafl   of  saddles.    They 

Vinland>  and  established  a  smaH  colony,  whither  manj 
persons  both  Greenlanders  and  Icelanders  resorted* 
But  as  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  discovery  and 
soltlements  in  these  two  jA^ces,  although  connected 
Mdth  Icelandic  history^  would  carry  me  heyond  4he 
intended  limits  of  this  Intioduction,  I  will  b^  leave 
to  refer  my  readers  to  the  first  volume  of  Percy's 
Itorthem  Jniiquities,  for  much  more  interesting  infor* 
nation  on  this  sulject* 

*  Viflfageen  Atendk*. 
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ftko  prepare '  skins  for  their  fishing-dresses^ 
and  tan  others  to  make  into  saddles^  as  we1| 
aa  thcmgs  to  fasten  burthens  upon  their 
hcrses,  and  they  forge  iron  into  scythes, 
horse-shoes/  and  different  kinds  of  tools* 
The  women  find  abundant  occupation  i;i| 
iitmishing  the  wool^  and  in  picking,  carding^ 
and  spinning  it;  as  well  as  in  knitting 
gloves  and  stockings^  and  in  weaving  or 
dying  flannel  and  stuffs  for  their  various 
diesd^,  all  which  they  make  themselves^  a^i 
they  do  their  shoes  of  untanned  skin.  The 
falling  of  the  cloth  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
iBtn. 

As  early  as. the  month  of  February  ojr 
March,  the  fishing-season  calls  the  men  or 
at  least  the  greater  number  of  them  to  the 
coast :  others  only  resort  thither  in  the 
summer,  when  the  fishing  is  nearly.  coi|i« 
pleted,  and  take, with  them  their  butter  and 
wadm^  to  eo^ebange  for  the  fish,  with  which 
they  return  loaded;  At  that  time  of  the 
year,  also,  the  Dstnes  are  accustomed  to 
arrive  in  the  difierent  ports,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity is  thus  afforded  to  the  natives  of 
carrying  on  a  little  trade  with  them.  To 
the  fishery  succeeds  the  s^son  for  drying 


ottd  seccttiiig  the  htxy,  md  another ullgratiotl 
Mees  place  df  the  poorer  inhabitat^  froni 
tiwiou^  .  parts  to  assist  the  faiiners;  The 
talmon^fishei'y  atid  the  cfutting  and  pre- 
serving of  turf  fcr  winter  fuel  are  at  the  smti 
titne  attended  to.        • 

V  In  '^e  autnmtial  months  the  trecestory 
irepairs  are  ddne  to  the  dwellings^  the  graifii'» 
iafiid  k  mannred^  and  the  sheep  are  killed 
and  eured  either  for  winter  store  or  fef  ek- 
fiortation.  .i     i  » 

The  more  indnstrions  exercise  their  iti^ 
genuity  during  their  leisure  hours  in  the 
Hfmnufactoiy  of  variotfs  articles  in  btasS| 
sitver,  and  wood^  such  as  girdles^  bottonB^ 
dasps^  errnaments  for  their  saddles  arid 
dresses^  snnff-boxes^  &c*;  in  all  of  whi^ 
they  display  an  extraordinary  neatness  anA 
Aegatice  of  work  manship.  Some  of  them^  tcA^ 
tare  excellcht  boat-btiHders.  The  women  em- 
broider their  garments  with  figures  of  flp#er* 
tod  tmiraals  of  various  forms  and  colors.     '  - 

The  principal  articles  of  food  among  the 
Icelanders  are  fish  and  butter ;  the  formed 
mostly  eaten  in  a  dry  state  and  uncooked  5 


MnKKmcitnL' 

4JbiJattifr  made  iridicMftt  sall^  with  all. dit 
4Kk!^]ftiid.«i}perfUioii8  nK^sttire  praised  ^oitt^ 
i* . ivhidi .. state  st.imlLJbeep  for  *$fleea  dr 
tumxty  3?«ar9v  acquiring  in  the  iiiterim  a 
di9^e  of.  canqidiJty  ^hioh  i#  noti  unplettant 
to  an .  Icelandic  palate*  Diirit^.  tke*  tioie  df 
the.  prevalendy  of  the  Popiih  vefigtoA'^^y  A 
^81^.  Iwilding  wAs  .af^pi3opi:iated^  i^  each  of 
^  epiKopal  ae^s^^  fop  the  -purpoae  cof  laying 
i»j\a.8toi«  of  this  bartter^  whkh  was  padsed 
4Qvm.  in  ot»9it%  ieaish  -^Hrtf  or  iioxty  teat 
loBg^  by  fout  or. fire  fe^t  deep^Maad  ivM 
thence  distributed  among  the  thd^  necea^ 
aitous  of  tbeni^iv^  in  seaaona  of  faooiine 
f^i  fioaroity'  M^  is  con^^ed  into-  Shftttf 
or  ifuc  wh^^ .  !iviiich.  i»  preserved  in  ^ciMm^ 
t& ifk  has  iiiMlergone  the  process  «rf'feMi€ttii> 
laAioa  iDiefoie  it  is  usbd:  ^s  a  kmtr^i  TJb^ 
fWUft/iaiMd  witl^  w^en  is  eailed  BlamUu 
Mruitger  ia  •  whey  boiled  to  the  icodsistMcy 
of  curd)  and  «SJWtir  the  same  from  tiFhich 
il^e  U<]^Md  has  been  ^ppessed.  The  flesh  of 
eithm*  liheep  or  bulkx^ks  and  rye-breaid  art 
esiy  brought  to  tht  table  of  the  ^lip^ior 
class  of  people.      Birds  of  various  kinds^ 
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eq^ecially  water-fowl  and  the  larger  inW 
bLtants  of  the  deep,  are  of  course  hvA  ooea- 
$ioqally  procured  and  cannot  be  taken  into 
account,  while  speaking  of  the  general  mode 
pf  subsistence  of  the  Icelanders,  any  more 
than  the  native  vegetable  productions  which 
are  occasionally  prepared  for  food;  such  as 
the  Angelica  jirchangelicat  Cochiearia^^ 
Humicesy  and  Dryas  octopetala^  <  with  LU^ 
chens  and  Fuci  of  two  or  three  kinds.  The 
Lichen  islandixms  alone  is  sometimes  eatea 
in  considerable  quantity;  but  more  ijs  gai- 
thered  Ibr  ^portation. 

Of  the  amount  of  the  population  of  Ice^ 
knd  in  early  times  I  am  ignorant,  except  a» 
far  as  some  sort  of  estimate  may  be  made 
from  what  is  mentioned  by  Amgrim  Jonas*, 
that  four  hundred  people  paid  tribute  in  the 
year  109O;  but  in  this  number  neither 
women,  children,  nor  poor  were  included. 
In  the  fourteenth  century  a  dreadful  malady*|* 
called  the  sorte  dod,  or  black  death,  is  re^ 
ported  to  have  swept  away  almost  .every  in** 

*  Amgrim  Jons  Brev.  Comment  deblandili. 

t  Horrebow, 
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habitant  frohfi  oflTthe  island ;  so  that,  com- 
prehensive as  are  the  annals  of  Iceland^  this 
circumstance  is  omitted  in  them,  and  it  is 
thence  inferred  that  no  person  of  ability 
survived  to  record  it.  ^  The  years  1697, 1698, 
and  1699  were  remarkable  for  the  mortality 
caused  by  famine,  and  the  year  1707  for  the 
destruction  of  twenty  thousand  inhabitants 
by  the  i3mall-pox^  yet  in  1753  Horrebow 
estimateis  the  population  at  eighty  thousand, 
and  VonTroil'in  177^  at  sixty  thousand; 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  tremendous  erup- 
tion of  Skaptar-Jokul  in  1783  and  other  un- 
fortunate events,  the  number  is  now  reduced 
to  forty-eight  thousand.  Independently  of 
the  destructive  effects'  of  volcarioes,  disease, 
and  iamine,  which  so  often  ravage  the  island, 
the  quiJntity  of  those  who  die  ih  their  infancy 
for  want  of  proper  nourishment  is  extreme. 
It  i^  remarked  *  that  Barderstrand  Syssel  in 
the  year  17^9  contained  three  thousand  in- 
habitants, but  that  in  the  short  space  of 
thirteen  years  (in  1762)  this  amount  was 
diminished  to  two  thousand  one  hurfdred 
and  seventy-five.  From  the  poverty  of  this 
district  the  want  of  necessary  nutriment  for 

*  Voyage  en  Islande* 

h 
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young  children  is  increased,  and  two-thiriis 
of  the  number  born  are  supposed  to  perish 
in  the  cradle*  It  seldom  happens  that  out 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  children^:  which  the 
women  sometimes  prodj^oe,  one-half  of  thenr 
live,  and  more  commonly  only  two  or  threes 
are  brought  up  to  manhood,  though  most  of 
those  survive  that  are  preserved  through  their 
first  or  second  yiear.  What  makes  this  period 
so  peculiarly  fatal,  is  the  custom  that  pre^^ 
vails  among  the  women  of  not  suckling-  their 
infants  at  all,  or  at  mos<t  only  for  a  few  dgys, 
after  which  they  feed  them  with  cow's  milk; 
which  is  taken  through  a  quill  with  a  piece 
of  rag  &stened  to  one  end  for  th€  sake  of 
softness  to  the  mouth  *,  ' 

The  Icelanders  in  general  do  not  attain  to 
an  advanced  period  of  life,  though  many  liv^ 
to  the  age  of  seventy  and  enjoy  a  good  state 

V 

*  A  similar  method  of  feeding  infants  is  mentioned 
By  Linnaeusy  in  his  Lachesis  Lappofdca.  When  he  was  lH 
Lycksele  Lapland^  he  says^  *'l  remarked  that  all  the 
^raimeh  hereabcmts  feed  their  in&nts  by  means  qf  a 
horn^  nor  do  they  take  the  trouble  of  boiling  the  miUc 
which  they  thus  administer,  so  that,  no  wonder  the 
children  have  worms.  I  could  not  help  being  astonished 
that  these  peasants  did  not  suf^le  their  children*', 
t.  I.  p,  178. 


I^RODUCTIOK^  XCIX 

of  health ;  biit  this  is  among  the  higher 
ebss  t>f  people.  The  nutrimeat  of  the  poor 
aiid  their  naanner  of  Hying  is  unfavorable  to 
bbgevity^  independently  of  the  dreadiUl 
cutaneous  diseases  to  which  they  are  sub* 
ject  ScfAiry^  lepro^y^  and  elephantiasis  are 
no:  where^  perl^aps^  more  prevalent;  and 
(bey  are  likewise^  according  to  Von  Troil^ 
pedoliariy  afflicted  with  St.  Anthony^s  fire^ 
the  jaundice^  pleurisy,  and  Jowness  of  spirits* 

*■  • 

.  The  climate  of  Iceland  is  not  so  settled  as 
that  df  e^ual  latitudes  upon  continents.  In 
the  winter  the  inhtd)itants  are  exposed  to 
frequent  and  sudden  thaws,  and  in  the' 
middle  of  snmctier.  almost  ^s  much  so  to 
taow,  frost,  and  cold,  so,  severe  as  effectually 
to  prevent  all  cultivation.  The  year  I8O9 
jKVSa  particularly  uhfatbrable :  I  recollect  that 
in  the  early  part  of  that  summer  Fahren^ 
heit's  thermometer  varied  in  the  course  of 
the  day  from  about  41^  to  45^,  seldom 
risuig  to  50°,  and  only  once  to  60^.  Mr« 
Savigniac,  however,  assured  me,  that  at 
Reikevig  one  day ^  the  thermometer,  exposed 
to  the  suti,  rose  to  100°*  In  the  beginning 
of  August  there  were  severe  frosts,  and  much 
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snow  fell  in  the  valltes  and  plains/  even  ii| 
the  >  most  temperate  parts  of  the  island.     In 
comihon  ^  seasbns  *   the  chatiges   that  *  take 
place  in  the  atmosphere  in  the  course  of  the 
twenty-foqr   hours   are-  very  extraordinary} 
since  it  often  happens  that  after  a.  night  of 
hard  frost  the  thermometer  will  in  the  day 
rise  to  70°.      During  tlie   winter   of   the 
year  1348^  the  annals  of  the  country  relate 
that  the  sea  was  frozen  all  round  the  coasts^ 
and  that  a  person  might  ride  on  horsebacl^ 
upon  the  ice  from  one  cape  to  another  across 
all  the  gulphs  and  bays  in  the  island.     In 
February,    17^6,   the   thermometer  in   the 
southern  quarter  of  the  country,  fell  to  J^-i 
In  1754,  on   January  ISth,  it   was   at  9-1 
on    February    13th,    8^;   on    the    14th-  of 
March  11**;  on  December  6th,  11^°;   and 
on  the  12th  of  the  following  February,  12^; 
even  in  the  month  of  May,  in  ,the  same  year^ 
the  frosts  were  so  severe  that  in  one  night*s 
time  water  in  the  neighb(M'hood  of  the  sea 
was  frozen  an  inch  and  half  in  thickness.  Ice^ 
islands  in- the  years  l6ld;  l6d9,  l683,  and 
1695*  came  round  to  the  south  coast,  which 
is  by  no  means  an  usual  circumstance. 

» 
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The  northern  part  of  the  island  is^  as  may 
be  concluded^  exposed  to  much  more.aevefe 
weather  than  the  southei^n  *.  •.  Vegetati(Hi\is 
scanty,  and  the  herbage  difficult  to  be  dried 
for  hay.  The  quantity  of  floating  ice  driven 
by  the  westerly  and  nortb-westerly!  winds 
from  the  coast  of  Gi^eenland  is  prodigioQii^ 
and  not  only  fills  all  the  bays;  but  covers 
th^  sea  to  that' ek  tent  from  the  .'shore,  that 
the  eye  cannot  trace  Hs-  boundary  from'  the 
highiest  summit  of  the  mountaitra.  These 
masses  of  ice^  known  by  the  name  of.  iee:*- 
islands^  are  so  jargd  that  a  body  of  $Q.%ty 
or  eighty  fathoms  in  thiclcness  is  sunk  be^ 
low  the  level  of  the  water^'  and  a  height. of 
many  toises  rises  above  it.  -  Their  motion  . lis 
rapid,  and  they  are  often  driven  togethear 
by  the  sea  with  so  tremendous  a  i  crash 
that  the  repdrt  is  heard  at  an  imnaens^ 
distance,  and  with' such  force,;  that^  ac* 
coining  to  Poveken  and  Olafsen,  the  pieces 
of  float-wood  that  they  .  bring  with  theoi^ 
have  been  known  to  take  fire^  in  consequence 
of  the  friction.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that, 
so  long  as  these  ice-islands  continue  floating 
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mboot  ioJlie  ofcean.  the  weather  is  fickle  and 
stormy^  and  tbecurt^nt  and  ebb  and  flow 
cif  the  tide  are  all  in  disorder  .apd  confiisioa: 
but^..  as  BOoti  as  they  becbme  stationary  in 
thei  gulphs  and  ihletsyand  the  waters  have 
carried  away  .the: ^^m^ller  detached  pieces^ 
,  mature  returns  to'  its  accustomed  state  of 
«nder  and  n^lirit^;;  the  weather  growing 
Imlm  in  the  country^  and  the  air  thick  and 
loaded  with  fbg9>J  though  at  the.  same  time 
accompanied  by^a  mmit  aiid  penetrating 
«oid,  Among  the  bconv^i^iei^des  arising 
from  the  'ardvaL  o£  this  ice«  besides  the 
^xicetoive  cold  which  destroys  rqgetation  and 
4XLttle,  is  t6  be  reckoned  the  opportunity 
it  affords  ibr  the  .white  bears  of  Greenland 
to  visit  the  country^  which  th^  ocgasion- 
ally  do  in  alanping  numbers^  and  render 
^it  necessary  f6r  the  natives  to  assemble  in 
parties  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  them^ 
lest  so  unwelcome  a  visitor  should  fix  him* 
self  permanently  among  them* 

Iti  mentioning  the  general  face  of  the 
4:iountry^  I  cannot  do  better  than  copy  the 
exclamation  of  Von  Troil  on  his  arrival. 
^^  {magine  to  yourself  an  island^  which  from 
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oDe  end  to  the  other  presents  to  your  view 
only  barren  mountains^  whose  summits  are 
eo^Tsered  with  eternal  snow,  and  between  theiii' 
fields  divided  by  vitrified  cliffs,  whose  high^ 
and  sharp  points  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other '  to  deprive  you  of  the  sight  of  a 
little  grass  which  scantily  springs  up  among 
them*  These  same  dreary  rocks  likewise 
conceal  the  few  scattered  habitations  of  the 
natives,  and  no  where  does  a  single  tree 
appear  which  might  afford  shelter  toiHend*^ 
ship  and  innocence.  The  prospect  before 
us,  though  not  pleasing,  was  uncommon 
and  surprising.  Whatever  .  we  saw  bore 
the  marks  of  devastation,  and  our  eyes, 
accustomed  to  behold  the  pleasing  co^ta 
of  England,  now  saw  nothing  but  the 
vestiges  of  the  operation  of  a  fii^,  heaven 
l^nows  how  ancient!'*  Of  the  mpuntainl 
of  Iceland,  some  arq  composed  of  loose 
fragments  of  rock  to  their  very  summit, 
while  others  apparently  retain  their  pri^ 
mseval  form  and  nature,  lying  in  horizontal 
strata.  The  height  lof  a  Very  few  has  been 
accurately  ascertained;  and  these,  though 
laid  to  measure  nearly  seven  thousand  feet 
of  elevation,  are  by  no  means  the  loftiest 
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in  the  island.  Geltland  and  Blaa-fel  Jokut 
tower  over  tHe  rest  in  the  southern  quarter, 
where  Hecla,  also,  is  situated,  more  remark- 
able for  the  frequency  of  its  eruptions  than  for 
its  height,  which  is  only  about  five  thousand 
feet.  The  western  quarter  pf  the  island  con- 
tains, among  other  vast  mountains,  Snpefel 
Jokul'K',  well  known  to  all  navigators  along 
that  coast,  more  by  its  vicinity  to  the 
sea,  than  its  great  elevation ;  and  .Boula, 
conspicuous  for  its  singularly  conical  form. 
Lahge  and  Hofs-Jokul  are  the  loftiest  in 
the  northern  division  of  the  country;  and 
in  the  eastern  Klofa,  Skaptar,  and  Torf 
Jokul,  the  latter  esteemed  the  most  stupen- 
dous in  the  whole  island. 

'    Rivers  and  fresh«water  lakes  abound ;  the 
latter  of  very  considerable  extent  and  well 

'    '  '    i'  • 

*  SnoefulJSkul,  which  I  have  in  the  course  of  my 
Journal,  stated,  upon  the  authority  of  Eggert  Olafsen^ 
to  be  seven  thousand  feet  in  elevation,  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  Sir  George  Mackenzie  to  be  only  four 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  eight  feet  high.  His 
observation  is  also  confirmed  by  the  calculations  of  the 
two  Danish  officers  who  are  employed  in  surveyhag  the 
coasts. 


ftt|)pried  with  mh;   the  f^Hft«^/'fhbttgh  Of 

'  * 

istiffiment  width  in  m^hy  ifisti&fie^  to  adttiit 
6r  navigation,  arfe  too  tniich  dbstnicted  fe^r 
Sticks  and  shallows  to  be  eittployed  to  this 
important  object.  The  bays  and  harbors  are 
both  nuiiieroiis  and  safe^  though  tfatsir  en- 
titinces  fere  biit  htfle  kiio^n,  eteept  by  th<>d^ 
%ho^re  frequehtly  in  the  habit  of  Visiting 
•fee  coasts.  - 

The  annals  of  the  iskhd  desiefibe  tH^ 
bountiy^  than  which  nothing  can  {)ossibly 
t>e  now  more  bare)  as  having  been  once  ed^ 
veredWith  iihperribtts  forests ;  and  the  quan- 
tity of  bog-wood  and  surturbratid  which  is 
icohtimially  dug  }ip  aiffordfi  the  most  decisive 
proof  in  favour  of  the  truth  of  such  asser- 
tion. Even  now^  too>  the  name  remains, 
though  the  reality  bias  long  ceased  to  do  so^ 
and  places  are  called  forests  that  produce 
only  a  few  miserable  and  stunted  birches. 
All  attempts  of  recent  times  to  cultivate 
even  the  most  hardy  trees  have  proved  inef- 
lectual^  so  that  for  his  necessary  supply  of 
wood  the  Icelander  is  obliged  wholly  to  de^ 
pend  upon  importation  from  Norway,  ex- 
cepting only  what  he  gets  from  the  northern 
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and  eastern  coasts  of  his  own  island,  where 
much  timber  is  frequently  cast  by  the  wave^i 
of  the  sea,  conveyed,^  as  it  is  supposed,  by 
the  winds  and  currents  from  North  America. 

The  natural  history  of  the  island,  its  vol- 
canoes, its  sulphur-springs,,  and  its  boiling 
fountains,  are  spoken  of  so  much  at  large. in 
the  Journal  and  Appendix  that  it  is  needlesn 
in  this  place  to  mention  them.  Those  who 
may  be  desirous  of  more  information  on  any 
of  the  points  here  glanced  at,  I  beg  to  refer 
to  the  abie  wor^s  of  Von  Troil  and  I^ovelsea 
and  Olafsen;  for  these  pages,  to  use  the 
words  of  the  most  popular  poet  of  our  days^ 
^^  are  but  a  tale  of  Iceland's  Isky  and  not  ^ 
Jiistory,** 


flakstwrthy  December  9,  1812^ 
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r'^!y.  Early  this  morning,  the  Margaret 
and  Anne,  Captain  Listen,  bound  for 
Reikevig  in  Iceland,  being  ready  for  sea,  and 
^y  lugg^^  having  been  previously  sent  on 
board,  Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Jorgensen,  and  my- 
self embarked  from  Gravesend.  From  the 
excellent  accommodation  which  the  vessel 
afibrded,  and  the  pleasant  society  of  the  two 
companions  of  my  voyage,  I  flattered  myself, 
and  not  in  vain,  with  as  agreeable  an  ex- 
cursion as  the  nature  of  the  circumstances 
would  allow*  Friday,  however,  being  consi- 
dered by  all  sailors  as  an  unlucky  day  to 
commence  a  voyage,  our  people  were  so  tar- 
dy in  their  preparations  to  get  under  way, 

VOL.   I.  B 
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that^  before  noon^  a  violent  hurricane,  which 
came  on  and  continued  all  day,  obliged  us 
to  keep  our  station ;  at  least,  as  much  so  as 
the  storm  would  permit;  for  we  draped  our 
anchors  a  considerable  distance.  The  howling 
of  the  wind  among  the  rigging,  joined  to  the 
sight  of  a  number  of  large  vessels  that  were 
driven  onshore,and  of  boats  in  distress  in  every 
direction  upon  the  river,  did  not  strike  us  with 
very  pleasing  sensations,  although  we  were 
riding  in  perfect  safety:  to  add  to  the  scene, 
a  house  close  to  the  shore  was  discovered  to 
be  in  flames.  Towards  evening  the  storm 
Saturday,  abated,  and  early  the  next  morning, 
June  3.  ^j^j^  ^  charming  breeze,  we  sailed 
down  the  river;  and,  while  looking  with 
delight  on  the  green  and  fertile  shores,  we 
thought  of  the  far  different  appearance  of 
those  more  striking  scenes  of  fire  and  devas- 
tation, which  Von  Troil,  in  his  Letters  on 
Iceland,  had  taught  us  to  expect  in  that 
country.  In  the  after  part  of  the  day  the 
wind  increased,  and,  towards  night,  blew  so 
violently,  that  our  captain  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  come  to  an  anchor  in  Hollesley 
Bay,  and,  in  the  morning,  to  fire  a  signal  for 
a  pilot.   When  the  violence  of  the  storm  had 
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junlfS*     abated  the  next  mornings    a  boat 
came  off  to  inform  us,  there  was  no 
pilot  to  be  had ;   therefore,  with  a  more  fre- 
quent use  of  the  lead,  the  captain  determined 
to  pass  the  sands  off  the  coasts  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk   without  one.     Having  cleared 
these,  we  steered  more  to  the  eastward,  and 
soon  lost  sight  of  land.  When  we  were  about 
seventy  miles  from  the  shore,  a  Willow-wren, 
MotacUla   Trochilus,   was    observed  flying 
about  the  rigging  of  our  vessel,  and,  soon 
after,  a  female  Black-cap,  Motadlla  ettrica- 
pilld ;  and,  when  we  were  still  further  out 
at  sea,    Hirundo  domestica  and  H.   Apus 
were  skimming  about  qs,  and  every  now  and 
then  resting  upon  our  ropes-     These  birds 
were  probably  driven  from  our  own  coasts 
by  the  late  strong  westerly  gales,  as  it  is  too 
kte  for  the  regular  migration  df  thfese,  our 
summer  visitants.     On  the  third  morning  of 
our  losing  sight  of  land,  Hirundo  urbica 
settled  upon  our  rigging,  and  seemed  much 
fatigued.    We  had,  from  the  time  of  our 
leaving  HoUesley  Bay,  so  fine  and  so  favor- 
Wednesday,    ^^^^  wiud,  Ihat  ou  the  Wednesday 
June  7.        morning  I  was  cabled  from  my  cot, 
and  asked  if  I  knew  the  coast  which  was  in 
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sight.  I  immediately  recognised  Wick  Cas- 
tle^  in  Caithness^  standing  upon  a  rocky  pe- 
ninsula^ and  we,  soon  descried  Wick  itself. 
From  Sleigo,  an  adjoining  village,  we  took 
on  board  two  pilots,  and,  with  great  rapid- 
ity, passed  the  three  extraordinary  conical 
and  insulated  rocks,  called  the  Stacks  of 
Duncansby.  Here,  we  calculated  that  we 
had  run  seven  hundred  miles,  and  six  hund- 
red and  twenty-two  of  these  in  three  days. 
The  Orkney  Islands  were,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, obscured  from  our  view,  as  we  dashed 
through  the  Pentland  Frith,  by  a  thick  fog, 
in  which  mbst  of  them  were  enveloped.  We 
could,  however,  distinguish  Stroma,  South 
Ronaldsha,  and  Hoy,  and,  in  the  latter  island, 
the  hospitable  seat  of  Colonel  Moodie,  at 
Melsetter.  Opposite  to  it,  on  the  Caithness 
coast,  whilst  viewing  the  venerable  residence 
of  the  Earls  of  Caithness,  I  recollected  the 
hearty  welcome  and  kind  assistance  that 
Mr.  Borrer  and  myself  received  there,  from 
the  present  hospitable  proprietors,  but  nine 
months  before,  when  we  were  rambling  over 
these  northern  parts  of  Scotland.  Nea^  to 
Mey  Castle  was  the  Church  of  Caninsby, 
and,  on  the  opposite  side,  the  steep  cliffs  of 
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Ihiiinet  Head.  When  we  had  got  out  of ' 
the  firitb^  a  clearer  atmosphere  gave  us  a  view' 
of  the  Paps  of  Caithness^  in  the  south-east: 
in  the  souths  was  the  fine  conical  hill^  called 
Ben-y-Graeme ;  and,  in  the  south-west,  the 
great  mountains  of  Ben  Hope  and  Ben  Luyal, 
in  Sutherland.  No  sooner  had  we  passed  the 
frith,  and.  got  to  the  westward  of  the  Orkney 
Islands,  than  we  were  becalmed,  and  conti- 
nued so  for  two  days ;  Hoyhead  and  the  Old 
Man  of  Hoy,  a  singular  rock  near  the  shore, 
being  most  of  the  time  in  sight.  On  the 
Thursaay,  Th^^^day,  a  Tringa,  which  appear- 
June  8.      ^j  ^Q  ^^  ^  new  species,    flew   on 

board  quite  exhausted,  and  was  taken.  From 
this  time  calms  or  bad  winds,  and  frequently, 
heavy  squalls,  attended  us,  so  that  we  made 
but  slow  progress.  About  the  hour  of  mid- 
Wednesday,  "^ight,  on  tfac  14th,  wc  descricd  land 
June  14.       jjj  ^^  horizon^  or  rather  snow,  for, 

as  we  approached  it,  we  could  discover  no- 
thing but  mountains  of  prodigious  magni- 
tude, c'oveired  on  every  side  with  snow,  and 
most  distinctly  seen,  from  being  backed  by 
a  dark  cloud,  though  at  the  distance,  as  we 
computed,  of  fifty  miles.  On  the  highest 
ridge  of  these   mountains  were  some  huge 
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^  angular  and  projecting  precipices,  which  cast 
a  deep  «hadow  on  the  white  snow,  when  the 
early  rays  of  the  sun  were  striking  upon 
them,  breaking  the  uniformity  of  such  an 
extended  outline,  lliis  range  of  mountains  we 
afterwards  discovered  to  be  Klofa  Jokul  (Jokul, 
pronounced  Yuckul,  meaning  a  range  of  snow 
mountains),  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  Ice- 
land, and  Mr.  Phelps  and  I  gazed  upon  it  witti 
a^stonishm^t  and  delight,  till  a  late  hour  in 
the  morning.  Such  a  scene  was  quite  novel  to 
us,  and  the  circumstance  of  our  contemplate^ 
ing  it  all  night  long  did  not  at  all  diminish 
its  effect.  To  the  north-east  of  this,  we  saw 
a  long  stretch  of  nearly  level  land,  of,  com-» 
paratively,  no  great  elevation,  but  ^very 
where  covered  with  snow,  and  only  here 
and  there  interrupted  by  a  rugged  moun** 

Thursday,  ^^^9  whosc  sidcs  wcre  of  a  very 
June  15. '    j.^jg  ggy^g      The  fdiowing  night, 

we  ps^ssed  within  sight  of  a  flat  extent  of 
land,  which  appeared  to  be  about  twenty 
miles  from  us,  and  on  which,  by  the  help  of 
our  glasses,  we  could  plainly  discern  a  num>« 
ber  of  buildings ;  but  we  could  never  learn 
what  place  it  was.  I  do  not  recollect  ever 
<ijfter,  except  at  Reikevig,  seeing  so  many 
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f^Ve.  ^^^^^  together  in  Icetaad.  About 
two  o'clock  the  next  mornings  we 
discovered  Westman's  Isles,  or  Vestmanna- 
eyer^  as  the  natives  call  them.  These  islands 
are  so  named,  from  the  circumstance  of  some 
Irish  fugitives,  who  had  killed  their  master, 
having  escaped  to  them  in  a.d.  875 ;  for  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  were  both  called  by  the  an- 
cient Norwegians  Vestmen.  According  to  Po- 
velsen  and  Olafsen,  some  places  in  the  prin- 
cipal, and  the  only  inhabited,  island,  are  still 
known  by  the  names  of  these  Iridi  run- 
aways. Hie  whole  groupe  appears  perfectly 
barren,  and  they  rise  to  a  vast  height,  and 
of  the  strangest  shapes,  perpendicularly  from 
the  sea.  We  had  a  magnificent  view,  as  we 
passed  close  by  them  with  a  light  breeze, 
which,  however,  was  scarcely  sufficient,  in 
our  captain's  opinion,  to  take  us  out  of  the 
force  of  the  currents,  which  run  here  with 
great  velocity.  As  we  proceeded,  the  diflfer- 
ent  sides  which  came  to  our  view  presented 
different  shapes  and  appearances ;  in  some, 
these  sides  hung  over  the  deep,  as  if  they* 
would  fall  every  instant ;  others  had  a  perfo*- 
ration  at  their  bottoms,  through  which  a  boat 
under  sail  might  pass :  all  of  them  were  of  a 
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dark  brown  color^  but  whitened  in  j^bees  {Hf 
the  dung  of  the  immense  quantity  of  birds 
which  constantly  frequent  them.  In  the  afr 
temoon^  we  saw  other  Jokuls^  which  were 
covered  with  snow,  and  extended  in  uninter- 
rupted lines  almost  as  far  as  our  sight  could 
reach.  Hence,  we  bore  a  little  more  to  the 
southward,  in  order  to  double  a  dangerous 
chain  of  rocks  running  out  from  the  south- 
east corner  of  Iceland,  and  called  the  Fugle 
Skiers.  We  soon  lost  sight  of  our  s.noW 
mountains,  and,  instead  of  feasting  our  eyes 
with  these  wonders  of  the  northern  regions^ 
had  to  encounter  three  days  of  almost  inces- 
sant squalls,  sleet,  rain^  and  a  most  boisterous 
sea.  When,  at  length,  we  supposed  we  had 
sailed  far  beyond  the  outermost  rock  (for  we 
gave  it  a  birth  of  twenty-five  miles),  we 
steered  to  the  northward,  and  reckoned  the 
next  morning  upon  entering  the  great  bay  of 
Faxa-fiord.  We  were  alt  thrown  into  con- 
fusion, however,  by  Mr.  Jorgensen's  acci- 
dentally looking  out  a-head,  and  discovering, 
within  a  few  minutes  sail,  some  breakers 
dashing  over  a  sunken  rock  directly  in  our 
course.  He  immediately  gave  orders  for  put- 
ting the  vessel  about,  and  flew  himself,  with 


gi^eatest  alertness,  from  one  part  of  the 
deck  to  another,  to  assist,  by  his  own  exer« 
tions,  where  fear  or  hurry  prevented  the  com- 
mon sailors  from  doing  their  duty.  Although 
it  blew  a  gale  of  wind,  so  that,  in  getting 
about,  our  decks  were  completely  washed  by 
th^  seas,  yet,  it  was  done  so  rapidly,  that  no 
pne,  except  Mr.  Jorgensen,  knew  the  extent 
of  the  danger,  till  we  had  escaped  from  it. 
Unfortunately,  almost  at  the  same  time  the 
wind  shifted,  and  we  were  obliged  to  beat 
about  to  the  southward  for  two  days,  before 
wp  could  get  round  this  dangerous  reef, 
which  was  not  laid  down  in  any  of  our 
Tuesday,  ^^^arts.  At  length,  with  more  favor- 
june2o.  ^y^  weather,  on  the  30th  we  entered 
Faxa-fiord,  and  steeled  pretty  nearly  due 
east,  to  get  into  Reikevig  Bay.  On  our  right 
was  a  long  flat  extent  of  land,  which  is  cal- 
led Guldbringue  Syssel,  or  District:  from  it, 
rose  several  insulated  mountains,  and  one  of 
a  remarkably  conical  figure,  but  none  of  any 
Wednesday,  great  height.  Early  on  the  follow- 
june  21.       jjjg  morning,  as  we  continued  our 

course,  other  larger  mountains  came  in  view, 
on  the  mist's  clearing  away;  and,  after  an  in- 
terval of  several  hours  from  the  time  of  pur 
^ring  the  signal,  we  saw  a  boat,  with  some 
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pilofe  on  boards  ajqnroach  us.  We  were  de- 
lighted at  seeing  some  new  faces^  in  spite  of 
their  nastiaess  and  stench;  and  their  gro- 
tesque appearance  afforded  us  much  anmse* 
ment.  I  cannot' say  that  I  observed  any  thing 
strikingly  peculiar  in  their  features:  their 
laces  were  mostly  broad>  and^  as  to  color^  noue 
of  the  fairest.  Their  stature  was  in  general 
small^  but.  one  or  two  of  them  were  rather 
tall^  and,  I  think,  not  much  less  than  sis 
fiset  high.  Some  had  pretty  long  beards, 
while  others  had  as  much  only,  as  would 
remain  af^^r  the  operation  of  shaving  h^d 
been  performed  with  a  blunt  knife, 'or  a  pair 
of  scissars :  as  to  their  hair,  it  was  altogether 
in  a  state  of  nature,  untouched  by  a  comb, 
and  hung  over  their  backs  and  shoulders; 
matted  together,  and  visibly  swarming  with 
those  little  vermin,  and  their  eggs^,  which  are 


*  Much,  and  universally  as  the  common  people  of 
Iceland  are  infested  with  these  troublesome  creatiu'es, 
and  greatly  as  they  are  sometimes  distressed  far  food, 
I  never  saw  or  heard  of  their  applying  them  to  that 
use,  which  Ki^acheninnikow  observes  is  common  among 
the  Kamtchadals>  of  whom  he  says,  "  Ces  peuples  sont 
reniplis  d'une  si  grande  quantite  de  vermine,  qu*  en 
soulevant  leurs  tresses,  ils  ramassent  la  vermine  avec  la 
«iain>  la  mettent  en un  tas,  et  la  mangent."  Vol.  i. p.2I. 
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ihe  constant  attendants  of  that  part  of  the 
human  ho^y,  when  cleanUness  is  n^lected. 
Th^r  dress  was  simple  enough^  and  warm ;  it 
consisted  of  a  woollen  shirty  a  short  waistcoat^ 
and  a  jacket  of  coarse  blue  cloth  or  wadoiai^ 
and  still  coarser  trowsers  of  the  same  ma^ 
terials,  but  undyed :  the  buttons  were  mostly 
of  horn,  and  were,  probably,  from  Denmark. 
Their  stockings  were  of  coarse  worsted,  and 
their  shoes  made  of  seal  or  sheep  skin.  Their 
gloves,  too,  were  of  the  same  materials  as  the 
stockings,  that  is  to  say,  knitted  worsted^ 
made  without  divisions  for  the  fingers,  but  hav* 
ing  two  appendages  on  each  of  them  for  the 
diumb :  by  this  contrivance,  when  a  boatman, 
in  rowing,  feels  his  hands  galled,  from  the 
inside  of  his  glove  being  wet  and  dirty,  be 
turns  the  glove  on  the  same  hand,  and  has  a 
dry  and  clean  side  against  the  palm.  An 
Iceland  hat  is  well  contrived  to  keep  the  rain 
from  the  neck  and  shoulders;  for  it  is  fur- 
nished with  an  immense  brim,  which  hangs 
down  behind,  in  a  manner  not  much  unlike 
th:ut  which  our  London  porters  to  the  coal 
vessels  make  use  of,  but  is  equally  large  before. 
This,  and  the  buttons,  appeared  to  be  the  only 
articles  of  their  dress  which  were  of  foreign 
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manufacture.  In  the  common  conversation^ 
which  they  held^  in  the  Danish  language, 
with  Mr.  Jorgensen^  they  seemed  to  be  much 
animated,  and  had  a  gi«it  deal  of  action  with 
their  hands  and  heads;  but  as  often  as  any 
thing  was  said  or  offered  to  them  which  gave 
them  pleasure^  they  made  it  apparent  by 
scratching  and  rubbing  themselves  violently, 
and  writhing  their  body  so  as  to  cause  it  to 
chafe  against  their  clothes;  tiiereby  indicating 
that  they  were  sorely  afflicted  with  a  com- 
plaint, said,  with  what  truth  I  shall  not  ^pre- 
tend to  determine,  to  be  very  troublesome  in 
the  northern  parts  of  our  own  island.  These 
poor  creatures  swallowed  the  provisions  that 
we  gave  them,  with  a  most  voracicMis  appe^ 
tite,  and,  by  means  of  their  excellent  sets 
of  teeth,  our  hardest  biscuits  were  soon  re- 
duced  to  a  digestible  state.  With  our  snuff 
and  tobacco*  they  were  highly  pleased,  and 

*  This  passion  for  snuff  and  tobacco  is  prevalent 
among  aU  the  northern  nations.  I  had  frequent  im- 
portunities of  observing  it,  during  my  tours  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  3  and  Linnaeus  has  some  curious 
remarks  on  the  subject,  in  his  Tiora  Lapponica,  wh'ere 
he  says,  p.  310,  '^  CeteiiUn  apud  innocentissimos  Lap- 
pos  innotuit .  pessimus  raos  pulvere  Nicotian*  nares 
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even  boys  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of 
age  held'  out  their  hands  for  a  piece  of 
tobacco^  whilst  I  was  dividing  some  amongst 
the  men.  They  invited  us  in  their  turns 
to  *  partake  of  their  snuft^  but  when  they 
presented  their  boxes,    we  were  at  a  loss 


satui-andi;  ut  nee  vir  nee  femina  nee  puer  sit^  cui  non 
in  bursSi  adsit  pyxis  pro  pulvere  olfactorio  tabaei^  pro 
tabaco  conscisso  ad  3uffumigium>  pro  comminuto  ad 
morsulas.  Sed  notes  velim  condimenta^  non  enim 
simplex  pulvis  Nicotians  stemutatorius  sufficit  naso 
ditibrum,  sed  pulvere  Castorei  saturatus  erit^  quo 
vehementius,  gratius^  salubrius  spiret,  lieet  nuUam 
in  Lapponi^t  hystericam  videriito^  hinc  in  loeo  natali 
venditur  eommunitbr  integer  folHculus  Castorei  tribus 
florenis>  veU  quod  idem>  unico  rhenone."  This  cus- 
toni>  however^  is  not  confined  solely  to  northern 
,  countries  3  for^  in  the  town  of  Leetakoo^  in  Africa^  in 
latitude  26^  30''  souths  (according  to  the  account 
written  by  some  travellers  who  penetrated  into  that 
country^  and  published  by  Mr.  Barrow>)  the  practice 
of  snufif-taking  is  said  to  be  peculiarly  agreeable  to 
the  natives.  ''  This  article  is  composed  of  a  variety 
of  stimulant  plants,  dried  and  rubbed  into  dust,  which 
is  usually  mixed  with  wood  ashes  5  of  this  mixture  they 
take  a  quantity  in  the  palm  of  their  hand,  and  draw 
it  into  their  nostrUs  through  a  quill,  or  reed,  till  the 
tears  trickle  down  their  cheeks.  Children,  evi^,  of 
four  or  five  years  of  age,  may  be  observed  taking  snuff 
in  this  manner."  Voyage  t9  CoMnchina,  p.  395. 


^ 
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how  to  get  ftt  a  pinch;  for  tMir  boxesi* 
are  shaped  generally  like  a  small  flasks  with 
an  extremely  narrow  neck  and  mouthy  which 
is  stopped  by  a  plug  or  peg  of  wood^  fastened 
fay  its  upper  end  to  the  neck  of  the  box  by 
means  of  a  piece  of  string.  The  sides  arecarved 
with  ornaments  of  various  kinds,  and  inlaid 
very  neatly  with  brass  or  silver :  at  the  bot- 
tom^ by  means  of  a  larger  hole,  which  is 
closed  by  a  screw,  the  snuff  is  admitted  into 
the  box,  and  our  pilots  soon  shewed  us  their 
method  of  getting  it  out  for  use,  which  was, 
by  holding  their  heads  back,  and  inserting 
into  one  of  their  nostrils  the  mouth  of  the 
box;  when,  by  two  or  three  gentle  shakes, 
a  sufficient  quantity  is  admitted  into  the 
nose,  to  produce  the  desired  effect.  Nothing 
more  was  then  required^  but  to  wipe  away 
the  superfluous  particles  from  the  nose,  by 
drawing  the  back  of  the  hand  across  it.  How- 
ever, this  is  not  the  only,  although  the  ge- 

*  Thieir  shape  mighty  perhaps^  be  more  aptly  com- 
pared to  a  pair  of  bellows  in  miniature^  or  to  an  Eng-- 
li»b  pounce-box>  some  of  which  I  have  aeen  with  flat  ^ 
sides  considerably  like  them,  but  smaller.  The  middle 
part  of  an  Icelandic  snuff-box  is  made  of  wood>  the 
neck  and  screw  of  brass. 
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tteral  meiihod  of  making  use  of  their  diief 
loKiiry ;  lor  the  more  moderate  snaff-lakerft 
will  be  satisfied  by  shaking  some  upon  the 
back  of  their  hand,  and  then  inhaling  it  with 
their  nostrils ;  or  by  expanding  the  £bre  fin- 
ger and  thumb,  so  as  to  form  a  little  pit  or 
ho}k>w  at  the  base  <^  the  thumbs  which  win 
ccmtain  half  a  nostril-full :  but,  by  this  me- 
dftod,  BKH'e  is  wasted.  It  is,  perhaps,  cme 
of  the  most  disagreaeLble  features  among  the 
generality  of  the  Icelanders,  both  men  and 
women,  that  their  nostrils  are  always  over- 
flowing  with  this  precious  dust.  The  in<- 
formation  which  these  men  gave  us  was,  that 
the  governor  of  the  island.  Count  Tramp, 
had  just  arrived  in  his  ship,  the  Orion,  from 
Denmark,  and,  that  a  man  of  war,  from 
England,  had  but  two  days  previous  left 
Reikevig,  where  she  had  been  staying  some 
time,  and  had  been  entering  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  governor  about  permitting  the 
island  to  trade  with  the  English.  In  a  few 
hours,  we  came  within  sight  of  the  islands 
about  Reikevig,  which  appeared  to  be  pretty 
well  clothed  with  grass,  and  to  have  on  them 
both  houses  and  cattle.  Along  the  shore, 
also,   were  here  and  there  scattered  a  few 
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cottages^  which^  on  account  of  their  beit^ 
covered  with  turf,    were   not  easily  distin- 
guishable from  the  ground  they  stood  upon^ 
and,  sometimes,  only  by  the  superior  luxuri- 
ance of  vegetation.     Another  boat  was  now 
seen  coming  from  the  shore,  in  which  were 
Mr.  Savigniac,  an  agent  for  Mr.  Phelps,  who 
had  spent  the  winter  there,  and  a  Mr.  Be- 
treyers,  a  Danish  Merchant,  who  could  speak 
a  little  English.  While  these  gentlemen  were 
talking  over  commercial  affairs  below,  I  kept 
upon  deck,  watching,  with  my  telescope,  every 
little  object  as  it  came  in  view.  The  house  of 
the  physician.  Doctor  Clog  (pronounced  Clo), 
a  neat  white  building,  covered  with  boards, 
was  pleasantly  situated  upon  a  flat  grassy  pe- 
ninsula, and,  a  little  beyond  it,  we  discovered 
the  small  town  of  Reikevig.    The  most  con- 
spicuous feature  in  this  town  was  a  pretty 
large  white   building,   roofed  with   boards, 
which,  I  concluded,  was  the  residence  of  the 
governor,  but  was  surprised  on  being  told  it 
was  the  work-house,  or  house  of  correction. 
On  drawing  nearer,  however,  it  was  not  such 
a  comfortable^  place  as  it  appeared  in  the 
distance,  and  the  houses  in  the  town,  which 
we  had  a  good  view  of,  as  we  came  to  an 


^ttielipr  in  the  harbor,  cgchibited  a  more  fa- 
vorable exterior.  A  long  line  of  buildii^^ 
prinmpally  warehouses,  and  all  made  of 
wood,  fronted  the  sea.  The  church  was  dis^. 
tiqguished  by  its  being  of  stone,  and  covered 
wth  tiles,  and  by  having  a  small  steeple,  or 
litde  square  wooden  tower,  for  its  two  bells. 
On  each  side  of  these  buildings,  among  the 
rocks,  which  on  every  side  surround  the 
town,  were  scattered  miserable  huts,  but  lit- 
tle raised  above  the  level  of  the  ground, 
although  none  of  Xhmxx  are  really  formed 
under  ground,  nor,  indeed,  are  any  in  the 
island  ^,  as  has  been  generally  supposed. 
About  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  came  to  aa 
anchor  at  a  short  distance  from  the  town, 
cjose  by  the  Orion,  and,  at  four,  we  went  on 
shore,  landing  upon  a  beach  wholly  formed 
of  decomposed  lava,  of  a  black  color,  and,  in 
some  places,  almost  as  fine  as  sand :  here,  a 
sort  of  moveable  jetty,  made  of  fir  planks, 
was  pushed  a  little  way  into  the  sea,  that  we 
might  not  wet  ourselves,  and,  at  least,  a  hund- 
red natives,  principally  women,  welcomed  us 
to  their  island,  and  shouted  on  our  landing. 
These  good  folks  did.  not  gaze  on  us  with 
VOL.   1.  .  c 
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{i1edkdfe3  ihMi  we  tlid  il{kfti  iheiti  it 
Was  liolur  the  season  fdir  ^rjdng  fish^  ted  tlH^ 
1irei«  einployed  ib  thiis  d{)erati6n  at  ttie  ti«yk 
6f  out*  aitivaL  Sotne  Wete  turning  ihbsb  thi(t 
Were  hid  out  to  diy  U|i6n  the  ^ott;  MtHhtr 
jg^oupe  was  canning,  itt  haiid**baite)Ws/ *dlfe 
fii^h  fh>in  the  drying  pliace  to  a  sp6t  h^b^ 
tip  the  bteich^  where  othei^  per^bfiis  wt6rfe  «iin-» 
|)l6yed  in  packing  them  in  gr^t  Mebek»,  ahd 
pressing  them  down  With  stottes^  td  itiftt:^ 
them  flat.  Most  of  this  business  Wte  p^ 
ibhned  by  w6meh,  Lottie  of  whoth  Wer^  Vek^ 
stout  and  lusty,  but  eicoessively  fRthy,  and, 
-as  we  passed  the  drowd,  a  strong  iad  vety 
faneid  ^mell  availed  our  nosto.  The  fii^ 
peculiarity  labout  the  womeifi>  Which  strikes 
the  attention  of  a  stranger,  is  the  remarfcsibte 
%i|^tnesi  of  their  dress  isibout  the  brea^t>wliei^ 
the  jacket  is,  from  their  early  infancy^  always 
kept  so  closely  laced,  as  to  be  quite  flat,  ii 
practice  which,  while  it  must  be  b,  great  in- 
convenieiice  to  themselves,  entirely  ruins  their 
figure  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  come  from  it 
more  civilized  part  of  the  world*  Their  dress 
is  not  otherwise  unbecoming,  except  that 
the  w^st  is  too  long^  and^  from  its  warmth> 


k  ]tiiMt  Jbe  well  ««ited  to  ihe  coldness  of  this 
dimttb..  Vp<m  their  tl^eads^  in  their  workings 
or  commo%  dressy  they  wear  a  blue  woollen 
cap^  wil^  a  Iddrig  point,  whidb  bangs  down 
hy  the  side  of  t^  head,  and  is  tenninated 
hy  a  tassel^  nearly  resembling  such  as  is 
worn  by  many  of  ouf  horse-soldiers,  in  their 
undress  uniform,  and  this  tassd  is  o^n  oma« 
meiited  with  silver  wire*  When  they  have 
tfens  head'^ress,  their  long  and  dirty  hair  is 
aiiflfered  to  hang  ovei*  their  shoulders  to  a 
grert  l^igth  t  but  not  so,  when  the  Faldur^ 
or  dress^^cap,  is  worn  i  then  the  hair  is  care^ 
fiiUy  tucked  up^  so  that  none  c^  it  is  seen. 
As,  however,  I  shall  confine  myself  at  present 
to  the  dress  of  those  females  whom  I  saw  at 
work  when  I  landed,  I  shall  reserve  my  de- 
scription of  the  turban,  and  of  the  costume  of 
the  ridier  people,  till  anothei"  opportunity. 
Over  agteat  number  of  coarse  woollen  petti- 
coats, which  make  them  look  of  a  most  un- 
natural ai2e,  and  a  shirt  of  the  saine  mate- 
rial«,  tiiey  wear  a  thick  petticoat,  or  rather 
gown  wi^out  sleeves,  (for  there  are  two 
apertures  for  the  arms,)  made  of  blue  or 
black  cloth,  and  fastened  down  the  breast, 
either  by  lacing,  or,  as  is  more  .common. 
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with  silver  clasps^.  A  short  jacket  of  the 
same^  which  has  sometimes  a  little  sktrt^ 
goes  over  this^  and  is  fastened^  likewise^ 
ftboiit  the  breast  with  brass  or  silver  clasps, 
or  by  lacing.  Their  stockings  are  of  coarse 
wool,  knitted  and  dyed  black;  and  their 
shoes  made  of  the  skins  of  sheep  or  sealsi; 
Over  the  shoulders  of  many  of  them,  on  each 
side^  were  hanging  thick  ropes  of  horse-hair, 
coarsely  braided,  with  a  noose  at  the  end,  by 
which  they  carried  the  hand-barrows  with  fish* 
The  dress  of  the  men  was  pretty  nearly  the 
same  as  that  of  our  pilots,  except  that  their 
clothes  were  generally  blaek,  and  their  stock* 
ings,  also.  In  laborious  employments,  bolb 
they  and  the  women  frequently  threw  off 
their  jacket,  and  worked  with  nothing  but 
their  worsted  shirt^sleeves  over  their  arms* 
As  to  the  features  of  this  groupe  of  ladies,  tlie 
generality  of  them  were,  assuredly^  not  cast 

*  This  gown  (Upphlutur,  in  Icelandic) >  however, 
is  not,  any  more  than  the  petticoats  are,  so  long  ais  to 
conceal  much  of  their  ill-shaped  1^ :  otherwiaei  it 
would  be  a  great  )iindrance  to  th^ir  walking  among 
the  rocks.  I  recollect  one  old  lady,  a  constant  la- 
borer on  the  beach,  who  never  had  her  dress  como 
lower  than  her  knees. 
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m  nfl^nre's  happiest  iiiould^  and  seme  of  the 
old  women  were  the  very  ughest  mortals  I 
had  ever  seen;  but^  among  the  youn^r  ones^ 
there  were  a  few  who  would  ht  reckoned 
pretty^  even  in  England;  and,  in  point  of 
iaimes»  of  complexion^  an  Iceland  girl^  who 
has  not  been  too  much  exposed  to  the  in- 
clemencies of  the  weather,  will  stand  the 
comparison  with  ladies  of  any  country.  They 
are  generally  of  a  shorter  stature  than  our 
wcmaen^  but  have  a  good  deportment^  and,  to 
judge  from  their  appearance,  enjoy  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  health.  After  having  atten- 
tively surveyed  this  interesting  assemblage, 
we  repaired  to  Mr.  Savigniac's  house;  but, 
as  this  was  built  in  Norway,  and  not  different 
from  what  a  wooden  house  would  be  in  our 
own  country,  it  had  no  charms  for  me.  I 
therefore  hastened  to  take  a  ramble  by  the  sea 
shore«  A  little  rude  bridge,  formed  of  planks, 
across  a  streamlet,  led  me  out  of  the  town ; 
and,  passing  two  or  three  peasant's  houses,* 

*  Close  by  these  houses^  and  by  all  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  sea^  are  contrivances  for  drying^ 
the  fishing-dresses^  which  are  made  of  untanned  sheep 
akin,  \nth  the  hair  invrards,  or  rudely  scraped  ofl^ 
and  comprise  the  jacket  and  trowsers  all  in  one  piece> 
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I  pumied  nif  way  among^  tlie  racks  in  imneh 
of  plants.  I  cannot  compare  the  comntry  I 
here  walked  over,  to  any  thing  or  place  I 
know,  which  it  so  mnch  resembles^  as  the 
smnmit  of  Ben  Nevis;  for5  with  the  exceptioa 

giving  the  wearers  a  singularly  wiM  and  savage  ap« 
pearance.  This  dress  is  worn  over  their  common 
clothes.  The  machines  are  of  a  simple  structure; 
consisting  of  an  upright  sticky  three  or  four  feet  high^ 
and  a  smaller  transverse  bar,  crossing  this  at  the  top^ 
and  jtuming  on  its  centre:  from  this  horizoatal  bar^ 
hangs  down  at  each  extremity^  a  longer  pjeoe  of  wood^ 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  three  ^ides  of  an  oblong 
square,  The  annexed  sketch  conveys  a  sufficiently  ac-* 
curate  idea  of  the  whole.  Two  or  thtee  or  more  of  liiese 
are  placed  near  every  fishing^house^  so  that>  when  iM 
inhabitants  return  from  fishings  widithesr  wet  dre^se^ 
they  suspend  them,  by  fitting  them  on  the  upper  part 
of  thes^  machines^  which  turn  about  with  the  wind, 
in  such  a  way  that  a  current  of  air  always  passes 
through  them. 


(«(i%'€»- 


of  fwwe  mi  *Hwe  n  few  pi^tefaet  of  wrdipr^^ 
tte  whole  w<M  n  mass  qf  broken  peeces  of 
r^ky  not  piM  up  in  h^ps^  |>ut  form  tog  ft 
gre$it  plMli>  or,  at  mo«t,  pqly  rising  m  a  ^^ 
bUSif  c^  »  gentle  »nd  gr»4uftl  ascent  Neu:^r 
the.  8ea>  ^ipe  pf  these  pieises  of  rock  were 
CQferttd  vtith  ii  little  iearth  and  grass>  and  i^ 
other  places  the  interstices  were  frequently 
filkd  with  Tfichostomum  cane^censy  aqiong 
irbieh  ^;ew  mmy  alpine  plapts^  which  agaiii 
fymihlj  reroinfjed  ixie  of  the  summit  of  ouip 
ippre  elevated  Scotch  mountains^  where  the 
V^tation  is  by  no  means  dissimilar.  AuioQg 
jthe  inpf  t  common  lichens  were  Endoccirpon 
t0phrai40s,  JLeci4ea  geograpbkaj  a  new  Z^e* 
fA4ea  with  a  yellow  granulated  crust  ai^ 
brighter  yellow  shields^  Cetraria  islandica 
f^fk^  nivali^f  Parmelia  scrobiculata,  ftiscxh 
lutm,  ai|d  brunnea^  Sterepcaulm  gtobifa-* 
rum,  audi  Basomyces  endivifolins,  and  ver-^ 
micularis.  1  met  with  but  few  qaosses^ 
except  such  as  are  extremely  common  almost 
every  where.  TTiere  was  one,  however,  that 
approached,  in  habit,  Encalypta  lanceolata^ 
a  sketdi  of  which  I  happen  now  to  have  by 
me^  and  from  thisj  on  comparison,  it  appears 
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to  have  most  affinity  with  Dicranum  latifo^ 
Hum,  but  is  probably  difierent  from  both, 
Buxhaumia  foliosa  and  Catharinea  Aercy* 
nica,  were  common  on  wetter  grounds^  and 
with  them  was  an  abundance  of  male  speci- 
mens in  fructification  of  Dr.  Wahlenberg's 
Catharinea  glabrata,  which  I  did  not  dis- 
tinguish from  its  neighbor  of  the  same  family 
till  Mr.  Bright  the  following  summer  brought 
home  this  plant  with  capsules^  and  1  then 
recognised  the  new  Lapland  Moss  I  had  often 
seen  in  Mr.  Turner's  Herbarium.  Lychnis 
alpina  was  scarcely  in  flower;  Saxifraga 
tricitspidata,  Fl.  Scandin.  was  in  the  same 
state.  Cardamine  petrcea,  Draba  incana^  and 
contorta,  and  a  Steltaria,  which  appeared 
to  agree  with  the  description  of  groehland^ 
ica,  were  all  plentiful.  Silene  acaulis  and 
Cerastium  alpinum  were  not  yet  in  blos- 
som. Juncus  trifidus  and  biglumis  were 
most  abundant:  the  latter  formed  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  herbage,  intermixed  with 
our  more  common  grasses,  and  with  Festuca 
vivipara.  Late  in  the  evening  I  returned 
to  Reikevig,  and  slept  for  the  last  time  on 
board  the  Margaret  and  Anne. 


]JJ^y»  This  day  was  exceedingly  cold  and 
wet^  and  in  the  early  part  of  it  there 
was  so  thick  a  fog;  that  we  cotdd.not  see  the 
town  from  our  vessel.  As  socm  as  we  had 
break&sted;  my  luggage  was  conv^ed  on 
shore^  and  placed  in  Mr.  Savigniac's  hduscj^ 
where  it  was  proposed,  that,  while  we  con- 
tinued tc^ther,  we  should  all  meet  at  our 
meak;  and  where,  with  the  addition  ojF  our 
ship-provisions  to  the  good  Icelandic  .mutton, 
fish,  and  scurvy-grass  (Rumex  acetosa  and 
digynusji  we  fiu*ed  exceedingly  well.  I  had 
this  morning  a  favoraUe  opportunity  of  look** 
ing  at  the  town,  which  consists  of  about  sixty 
or  seventy  houses,  standing  in  two  rows,  ci 
nearly  equal  length,  at  right  angles  with  one 

another,  so  as  to  form  the  annexed 
w. 

figure,  supposing  the  t^ise  of  it  to 


^*  front  the  sea,  and  the  upper  part 

to  run  into  the  countey.  Those  houses  next 
the  bay  I  have  befc^e  m^itioned,  as  being 
all  built  <^  wood:  they  face  the  north,  and 
look,  at  a  little  distance,  not  unlike  a  number 
of  granaries.  The  merchants'  houses  are 
built  exactly  like  the  warehouses;  that  is  to 
say,  of  wooden  planks,  covered  with  the  same 
materials ;  and  are  only  to  be  cUstingykhed  by 


tknvhvrhig  a  fimr  gbgs  windowf ^  and  one  or 
two  wooden  diiinmes.  These  wp  tU  fiamed 
in  Norway^  then  taken  to  {Heoes  for  stowage 
in  the  t hip^  and  conveyed  here.  The  ware- 
houses are  ako  shops,  where  the  merchants 
mtadi  cloth,  earthenware,  tin  and  iron  otenr 
sik,  sugar,  coffee,  tobaoco,  snuff,  iye-ftmr> 
dioes,  nun,  in  short,  every  necessary  of  life; 
and  take,  in  exchange,  &r  exportation,  wool, 
teilow,  fish,  fishH>tl,  seakiil,  foxrskins,  swan- 
skini^  ^der-down,  worsted  stodj^ing^  mit^ 
tsns,  and,  sometimes,  dried  mutton.  At  the 
w^estem  comer  of  this  row  of  shop?  ate  the 
atodi:s,  or,  what  might  rather  be  called,  a 
pillory ;  for  the  cnlprit  stands  up<ni  a  blodk:, 
and  has  his  arms  fixed  ip  two  holes,  forOMd 
by  iron  clasps,  on  the  side  of  an  upright 
^k,  at  about  four  feet  from  liie  bottom « 
From  near  this  instniment  of  punishment, 
two  rem  of  houses  ran  paralkl  for  Mme 
hundred  yards,  in  a  south  direction,  and 
form  a  toleiably  wide  street;  but  so  eneum^ 
faciied  with  pieces  of  lodi:,  that,  if  there  wens 
such  a  thing  as  a  cart  in  the  country,  I  fear 
it  eoukl  not  fmiceed  half  a  dozen  yards  even 
up  thk,  Ae  high  street  of  the  cypitaL  At 
the  cownmocement  of  the  right  hftnd  side. 


Me  two  or  three  iucrebnts*  bouses^  and 
«tore^rootB]»;  ancU  near  them,  ia  die  vef&denoe 
ci  the  learned  Bishop  of  Icdand,  Geir  Vide* 
iin,  OF,  as  he  k  commoQly  called,  Videltntu. 
His  bouse  di&rs  in  no  respect  from  that  of 
the  merchants,  except  in  being  rather  larger^ 
and  having  mcnre  glass  windows.  Adjoining 
it,  is  the  best  house  in  the  place  (next  to  the 
governor's),  which  belongs  to  the  Lamffc^ 
gued;.  it  contains  scmie  comfortable  fOMsa, 
and  is  well  furnist^.  Still  further  up  the 
atreet  is  a  sort  of  tav^m,  where  the  Danes 
amuse  themselves  with  cards,  in  a  room 
which  was  built  for  the  purpose  of  holdis^g 
a  considerable  party,  and  was  afterwards  the 
scene  of  our  Icelandic  festivitves.  This  build* 
ing  terminates  the  principal  part  of  what 
jforms  the  street:  beyond  it,  are  only  a  few  oofr- 
tB^eSf  made  of  tijrf;  one  of  which  was.  remark- 
able for  its  neatness,  and  for  producingupoo  its 
roof  amd  walls,  besides  a  luxurious  covering 
of  gcass,  abttodance  of  a  Draba,  which  dt£» 
Jsred  from  the  coniarta  FL  Scandin.  in  hang- 
ing hairy  capsules.  It  was  here  that  I  had 
my  loidging^  during  the  first  part  of  my  stay 
in  Reikevig.  llie  person  of  whom  1  hired 
it  was  of  some  consideration  in  the  neigb* 
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borhood;  she  beii^  midwife  to  a  veiy  con* 
Yiderable  dittrict^  with  an  income  of  twenty 
pounds  a  year  from  the  Danish  gov^emment^ 
for  which  she  had  to  furnish  all  her  patients 
with  proper  medicine  and  attendance*  As 
she  had  learn^  her  profession  in  Denmark^ 
and  had^  moreover,  been  brought  up,  in  the 
capacity  of  a  servant,  in  the  king's  palace,  at 
Copenhagen,  she  thought  herself  of  more 
consequence  than  most  ladies  of  her  profes* 
sion  would  do  in  any  other  country ;  and^ 
although  so  mudii  advanced  in  years,  as  to 
be  nearer  sixty  than  fifty,  she  was  a  constant 
visitor  at  the  Iceland  balls,  and,  at  a  reel, 
would  dance  the  very  fidler  out  of  patience. 
This  was  almost  the  last  house  in  the  south- 
western angle.  If  two  lines  were  drawn  from 
&e  points  of  these  two  rows  of  hotises,  which 
I  have  just  described,  so  as  to  form  a  square, 
it  would,  near  the  south-eastern  comer,  con* 
tain  the  governor's  house,  and,  adjoining  it, 
that  of  Mr.  Savigniac ;  the  former  small,  but, 
internally,  well  painted  and  furnished ;  and^^ 
not  far  from  these,  near,  the  north  side  of  the 
imaginary  square,  stands  the.  cathedral,  a 
considerable  building,  with  large  glass  win- 
dows, which,  however,  as  wdl  as  tlie  tiles. 


we  in  a  wretched  state  of  repair;  so  nmch  so^ 
that  the  lairefis,  which  abound  in  the  conn*- 
try,  are  veiy  troublesome  during  the  time  of 
service,  by  getting  on  the  roof^  and  dirturb- 
ing  the  congregati<Hi  with  their  noise  and 
dirt.  Another  building  requires  to  be  men«« 
tionedy  situated  almost  by  itself,  on  a  large 
green,  which  occupies  this  part  of  the  town; 
that  is,  the  court  of  justice,  where  all  causes 
are  tried  under  the  presidency  of  the  Tats-' 
roed.  It  is  nothing  but  a  large  wooden  build- 
ing, with  two  or  three  good  sized,  but  nearly 
unfurnished;  rooms,  which  are,  when  not 
otherwise  employed,  in  the  occupation  of  the 
tailor  of  the  place.  Many  of  the  houses  in  the 
town,  as  well  as  (though  more  rarely)  thofitt 
in  the  country,  have  small  gardens  attached 
to  them,  fenced  in  with  high  turf  walls,  and  ge^ 
tierally  kept  neat  and  free  from  weeds ;  but  this 
latter  circumstance  arises,  pf  rhaps,  more  from 
the  paucity  of  indigenous  plants  of  any  sort^ 
and  the  ^tardiness  of  their  growth,  than  from 
any  particular  industry  of  the  inhabitants  in 
destroying  them.  Cabbages,  especially  the 
rutabaga,  turnips,  and  potatoes,  with  some- 
times a  few  carrots,  are  attempted  to  be  cul- 
tivated, but  never  arrive  at  any  great  degree 
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ofperfeatkm*  P^bftUy^lliebertgtrekii^bciitli 
ia  point  c^  soil  snd  situation^  in  the  town^  wai 
il»t  of  Mr.  Savigniac;  certainly^  none  wat 
half  ao  much  attended  to«  Here  we  had,  in 
the  month  of  August,  good  turnips  aboiit  the 
size  of  an  apple^  and  potatoes  as  large  as  tihe 
oommon  Dutch  s43|rt«  Radishes  and  tttrnip<*- 
raidishea  were  very  good  in  July  and  August. 
Mustard  and  cresses  grew  rapidly  and  well. 
Sfe.  Phelps  ordered  some  seeds  of  hemp  and 
flax  to  be  sown  as  soon  as  we  landed ;  but,  witiii 
aQ  Ae  care  and  attention  that  was  given  up  te^ 
them^  at  the  expiration  of  two  months,  the 
fonner  had  not  reached  to  more  than  one  foot 
high,  nor  had  the  latter  exceeded  six  or  eight 
inches:  neither  showed  any  appearance  of 
fl^wering^  but,  on  the  contrary,  both  had 
ceased  to  grow,  becoming  materially  in^ 
jured  by  l3te  fr<M(ts.  I  would  not  wish  to  be 
understood,  that^his  garden  is  by  any  means 
a  fair  criterion  to  judge  of  the  progKss  of 
vegetation  in  Iceland ;  for  a  miave  sheltei^ed 
spot  and  richer  soil  were  hardly  to  be  met 
with.  In  oilier  gardens,  and  especially  out 
<5f  the  town,  vegetation  was  extremely  lan- 
guid, and,  even  in  the  month  of  August, 
when  the  cabbages  ought  to  be  in  diehr  best 


Mxte,  I  WM  in  mlkity  g»^eM  where  a  lial£- 
oi^ith  ^eee  would  hai^  covered  -  the .  i;rfiole 
€d  the  plant,  and  where  potatoes  and  tur« 
tkp^  cattiife  to  nothing.  It  must  be.  reina(iked> 
fiowever,  that  this  was  an  extremely  cold 
and  wet  season :  in  finer  summers,  with  care 
ludd  well-sheltered  gardens^  some  of  our 
more  hardy  vegetfihtes  may,  doiibtless,  i^qptty 
the  natives  for  the  labor  of  ciiltiva^ttg 
them*.    On  the  outskirts  of  the  tbwn  are 


*  It  was  not  till  after  my  retum  from  fceland^  that 
t  met  with  Kbmsfrow'f  Natural  Hiaiortf  of  Iceland, 
\^)iere  1  vrta  somewhat  surprised  to  find  ft  chapter  cm 
tire  ^itd  of  the  eatlh}  containing  an  account  of  the 
Vegetables^  which  may  be^  and  which  are^  produced 
th^^re^  diffedng  eitremety  from  what  I  have  above  stated; 
Hiat  author  begins,  !^y  i^aying,  *'  All  kinds  of  things 
tofty  ht  produced,  fit  for  a  kitchen-garden,  and 
brought  to  proper  maturity;  (and,  why  not?)  for 
this  island  is  as  proper  for  vegetation  as  Norway, 
having  Bulge  plains  and  fields,  and  a  great  deal  of  good 
gtoand.**  I  believe  I  need  only  mention,  on  the  one 
Ihftnd,  iht  tdtal  want  of  timb^  in  Iceland,  and,  on  tbe 
xAhler,  tlie  istmnense  forests  wMdi  iEU!e  met  with  in  Nor* 
yMj,  to  convince  any  one  that  the  former  country  b 
not  so  proper  fofr  vegetation  as  the  latter.—'^'  In  the 
y^ear  174d,  when  I  came  to  Beasested,  one  of  his  ma*- 
jjkitfs  palaces  ch:  seate,  in  Iceland,  I  found  the  garden 
In  eicdttept  order,  and  fuS  of  aU  kinds  of  vegetabks. 
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a  few  flcattered  loeland-built  houses ;   but, 
witli  the  exoqptioa  of  these^  afasost  all  the 

fit  fer  a  klbteii :  such  as  pmksf,  odaj,  tbpae,  mar- 
jorain,  cabbages^  parsnips^  carrots^  turnips^  peas,  beans^ 
in  short,  all  sorts  of  gi^eens  wanted  in  a  fiunily.  I  can 
vouch,  with  the  greatest  truth,  that  I  never  saw  a  gar* 
den  with  better  things  of  the  kind  in  it.  Thej  wete 
an  of  good  growth,  and  had  all  the  properties  that 
fpood  gaiden-stuff  ought  to  have.  They  were  all  ia 
such  plenty,  that  considerable  parcels  of  them  were 
dried  and  laid  by  for  the  winter,  such  as  sugar-peas, 
and  the  like.  I,  myself,  have  taken  up  a  turnip  that 
weighed  two  pounds  and  a  half.  Hereby,  I  do  not 
iirtlmate  that  all  were  so  big,  but,  only^  that  thqr 
axe  of  a  yeiy  good  size.  They  have  gooseberry- 
bushes^  that  produce  fine  and  ripe  berries." — ^I  should 
^  be  sorry  to  contradict  any  assertion  of  Mr.  Horrebow's 
(who,  in  many  respects,  is  entitled  to  considerable 
attention,  and  who  appears  to  me  to  endeavor  to  se- 
paiate  truth  from  error,  in  several  instances),  to  which 
he  'says,  he  was  an  eye  witness;  but  this  I  must  be 
allowed  to  say,  that  I  never  heard  at  all,  in  the  island, 
of  many  of  the  vegetables  which  he  mentions,  as  coming 
.  to  such  perfection;  and,  as  to  gooseberries,  I  have  the 
authority  of  the  Tatsroed,  &r  stating,  that  they  cannot 
be  cultivated  to  the  least  advantage.  Kerguelen>  in 
confuting  Mr.  Horrebow's  affirmation,  that  he  ate  cur- 
rants frpm  the  garden  at  Bessested,  inclines  too  mudi 
to  the  <^posite  extreme,  when  he  says,  '^  I  believe  it  to 
be  as  difficult  to  raise  turnips  in  Iceland,  as  pine-ai^kles 
at  Paris.** 
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holties  of  Reikevig^  are  of  Norwegian  cdn*' 
strdction^  and3  indeed^  principaUy  inhabited 
by  Danes;  so  that  this  cannot  properly  be 
called  an  Icelandic  town :  nor  is  there  such 
a  thing  in  the  whole  country;  for^  depend* 
ing^  as  the  natives  must  do^  almost  entirely 
upon  the  scanty  produce  of  their  own  island^ 
and  requiring  a  considerable  tract  of  country 
ibr  the  maintenance  of  a  few  half-starved 
sheep^  such  societies^  as  would  form  a  town^ 
or  eVen  a  village^  would  be  highly  prejudi- 
cial and  uunecessarv.  There  are  merchants* 
who  reside  in  other  parts  of  the  coast;  but 
by  far  the  greatest  number  of  Icelanders 
bring  their  produce  to  this  place;  some 
coming  from  the  most  northern  and  eastern 
parts.  Iron  is  what  they  are  most  anxious  to 
procure,  for  their  horses  shoes^  their  scythes, 
land  implements  for  cutting  turf  and  digging. 
Those  who  live  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, and  have  no  opportunity  of  going  down 
to  the  coast  in  the  fishing  season,  take  back, 
in  exchange  for  their  tallow  and  skins,  the 
dried  heads  of  the  cod-fish,  and  such  of  the 
fish  themselves,  as  are  injured  by  the  rain, 
and  not  fit  for  exportation.  These  form 
the  principal  article  of  their  food^  and  are 
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eatw  mw>  with  the  addition  of  batter^  wbidbi 
after  the  whey  has  been  e^{Mres»ed»  is  paeked 
down  in  chests^  and  kept  for  several  yearn 
Their  drink  is  either  water^  or  sour  milk^  oi 
whey,  and  sometimes,  but  rarely,  new  milk 
from  their  cows  or  ewes,    Skiur^  which  i$ 
thick  curd^  may  also  be  reckoned  a  oommon 
a^icle  of  food:  this  they  prefer  after  it  hif 
acquii^ed  a  sour,  and  even  a  rai^did,  tastet 
though,  wheii  fresh,  or  when  it  has  attained 
only  a  slight  degree  c^  acidity,  and  is  eaten 
with  ere^m  and  sugar,  it  is  reaUy  ant  ♦nviabte 
^ticle  of  luxury.    The  country  immediate^ 
about  Reikevig,  and,  indeed,  for  twenty  of 
thirty  miles  from  it,  is  ugly,  barren,  and  . 
scarcely  to  be  called  hilly.    An  extensive 
fresh-water  lake  comes  close  up  to  the  back 
part  of  the  town,  but  is  on  every  other  sidiei 
except  that  nearest  the  town,'  surrounded  by 
b<^,  with  here  and  there  a  piece  of  rock 
interspersed.      Not  a  tree  or  shrub  m  any  * 
where  to  be  seen,  and  all  attempts  that  hatm 
been  ma<k  in  the  most  sheltered  parts  oi  the 
place  to  cultivate  firs  and  other  hardy  trees^ 
have  universally  failed,  as  have  those  whieb 
have  been  made  lor  the  cultivation  of  coro* 
This  lake  emptic^s^  itself  into  the  sea  by  a 


mndl  sfiNMffi  \^hlch  mtl^  by  Ifie  ^ide  of  ihit 
tewft,  itt  *  course  of  hot  more  than  a  ftVir 
kuMdved  yatds.  To\Vafds  the  east  sidte  of  the 
Mke^  6ti  a  gt^Mte  elevation,  Whef^  a  toterahly 
ifeh  hierbilgtd  is  produced,  a  prodigious  nutii«> 
het  of  great  pit^bes  of  rock  are  scattered  about^ 
III  the  utitfost  disorder:  some  of  them  are  of 
Va*t  size,  three  or  four  times  the  height  of  a 
Itfto,  and  aibout  as  wide  as  they  are  high^ 
f^  there  is  no  mountain  in  the  neighbot^ 
hood  ftom  which  they  could  have  rolled; 
lior  could  I  find  any  cavities  near  the  place 
dfi  which  they  stood^  that  would  render  it 
fifbbable  they  were  thrown  up  by  an  earlh^ 
^hake;  neither  do  they  appear,  just  in  that 
spot,  to  have  undergone  the  operation  of  firCj 
altflough  some  rocks^  close  by,  haveevidently 
bi^@a  in  a  state  of  ftlsion.  On  the  shore,  in 
several  places  near  the  town,  are  many  rude-» 
ly-forme<J  basaltic  columns,  standing  close 
together,  in  a  perpendicular  direction,  some 
from  6n6  to  two  and  three  feet  in  diameter : 
they  are  obscurely  angular,  and,  on  the  top, 
are  generally  either  concave  or  convex. 
They  appeared  to  me  exactly  of  the  same 
nature  as  those  of  Staffa,  and  are  found,  also, 
6n  liiany  of  the  islands  near  Reikevig.  Being 
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anxious  to  visit  the  boiling  spring,  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  eastward  of 
Reikevig,  the  steam  from  which  was  pointed 
out  to  me  fromi  a  little  eminente  ne^r  the 
town^  I  set'  out  about  one  o'clock  for  that 
purpose ;  but^  after  getting  enveloped  in  a 
labyrinth  of  bogs  during  a  heavy  rain^  I  'was 
obliged  to  return  without  being  able  to  reach 
it^  and  with  but  a  few  plants^  which  I  had 
not  found  the  preceding  day.  This^  however, 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at^  since  the  most 
part  of  the  tract  I  went  over  was  either  bar- 
ren rock,  or  a  morass,  where  the  grasses 
showed  no  appearance  of  coming  into  flower. 
Near  the  shore,  I  saw  several  different 
sorts  of  the  duck  tribe,  and,  especially,  a 
number  of  the  eider-fowl.  Cormorants  were 
abundant.  Cast  upon  the  beach,  were  scarce- 
ly any  but  the  more  common  sea-weeds  of 
Scotland,  as  Fucus  palmatus^  esculentus,  din 
gitatuSf  ciliatuSy  dentat%is,purpurasc€ns,  sac- 
charinuSy  and  a  variety^  of  the  latter,  with  a 
twisted  frond,  plumosusy  flagelliformisy  m- 
henSy  and  Conferva  foeniculacea  of  Hudson. 
Fucus  ramentaceusy  which  has  hitherto 
been  found  no  where  but  in  Iceland,  was  the 
only  rare  species,  and  this  was  here  in  great 
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plenty.  Some  of  these  were  growing  in  the 
basins  among  the  rocks.  Of  shells  there 
were  very  few.  I  remarked  a  lai^  Balanus^ 
which  seemed  to  me  new.  It  is  well  figured 
in  Povelsen  and  01afsen*s  Voyage,  plate  14^ 
but  I  cannot^  any  where^  find  a  description  of 
it.  My  a  truncata^  Vemis  islandicay  and  a 
beautiful^  but  to  me  unknown,  species  of 
Lepas,  a  Bulla j  and  a  few  Turbines ,  were 
the  only  other  shells  I  met  with.  Land* 
birds .  are  extremely  rare.  All  that  I  saw  in 
lliis  walk  were  Ravens,  the  Snow.  Bunting 
^here  called  Snae^fugle),  which  has  rather 
a  pleasant  note^  not  much  unlike  the  Lin- 
net*s^  but  more  interrupted^  Snipes,  and  the 
common  Wagtail. 

f^(?23  Another  day  of  rain  kept  me  al- 
most entirely  confined  to  the  town. 
In  the  morning,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Jor- 
gensen^  I  made  a  visit  to  the  Bishop,  Geir- 
Videlin,  or,  as  he  is  commonly  called,  Vide- 
linus.  He  has  a  good  library ;  indeed,  very 
much  better  than  I  expected  to  have  seen 
in  Iceland:  it  appeared  to  contain  five  or 
six  hundred  volumes,  among  which  are  se- 
veral Dutch  editions  of  the  Classics,  a  per- 


AS  RSXX£VI0« 

I^n4  ^  fine  folio  edition  of  ao  Icelandic  Bible^ 
|v:inte4  ii^  the  islmi,  in  1584;^  which  bi^  f^ 
fttcious  and  well-executed  frontispiece^  cut 
in  wood;,  by  the  hsgids  of  Bishop  G^thtandc, 
Xhorlalqaen^  without  any  other  inntravif^ 
th?n  ^  penknife :  the  same  person^  alao^  s^ 
^e  letter-presst  Bishop  VideUnus  h^,  jl^ 
ftid^,  a  yeiy  bea^itiful  Icelandic  ma,nu9^ip^ 
written  in  the  year  l&Q&g  in  defence  of  tj^ 
^hristiiai  Jleligion.  TiU  within  a  &w  ye9if9^ 
t^  r^f  ideupe  of  the  bishops  (for  there  vf^^ 
Ipifp)  w^  at  Skajholt^  but  it  was  found  9)0i^ 
C|}f>ve9Jient  to  have  the  see  removed  tp  the 
p)?inqipal  pl$u:e  of  resort  and  traffic^  so  that 
the  clergy  have  now  the  opportunity  of  transr 
acting  business  with  the  bishop  and  the  mer- 
diant  at  the  same  time.  Whep  they  come^ 
they  take  up  their  abode  with  the  bishop^  who^ 
on  thi^  accoifpt,  can  hardly  live  upon  his 
falary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year^  which 
IS  all  that  is  allowed  him  by  the  Danish  go* 
vernment.  He  is  a  stout  and  handsome  man^ 
and  wears  black  clothes^  with  half-boots* 
His  hair  is  remarkable  for  being  almost 
white^  though  not  from  ^ge^  as  he  is  not 
morQ  than  forty- five.    Both  he  and  his  lady 


are  Hfttive  Icelanders :  the  latter  dresses  in 
tlie  true  Icelafidic  fashion^  and^  indeed^  her 
costutne  of  ceremony  19  extremely  rich  and 
handsome.  The  bishop's  Hbrary  is  almost 
eontifiuaDy  filled  with  visitors^  it  being  the 
principal  place  of  resort  for  those  who  are 
desirous  of  studying,  and  almost  the  only 
one  that  affords  them  the  advantage  of  a  good 
collection  of^books:  among  other  men  of 
learning,  I  used  frequently  to  meet  here 
Finnur  Magnusen  *,  a  man  highly  celebrated 
among  the  modern  Icelanders*  for  his  abili- 
ties as  a  poet,  as  well  as  for  the  variety  and 
extent  of  his  attainments  as  a  scholar.  To 
him  I  was  indebted  for  a  present-  of  many 
Icelandic  books^  one  of  which  was  suffici- 
ently remarkable  in  having  for  its  title.  The 
Qetirghs  of  Iceland  ^!    It  is  considered  a 

*  In  the  former  e^ion  of  my  Tour^  this  gentle- 
man has  been  erroneously  called  Magnus  Finnusen. 
The  kmdness  of  my  Icelandic  friend^  Mr.  Sivertsen,  has 
enabled  me  to  make  this  and  other  similar  corrections. 

t  My  %noiMaieeof  die  loehflftdk  kngtiage  rdnderad 
nie>  ittforfeuaately^  unable  <k>  read  this  book>  wldcli 
must  faft^&  been  a  matter  of  considerabla  curiosity, 
unless,  indeed,  it  i^vas  altogether  fictitious  $  as  the  Ice- 
landers have  no  husbandry  whatever  to  employ  them. 
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scarce  book^  and  a  fine  poem;  though,  as  the- 
Etatsroed  told  me,  many  of  the  rural  oceu* 
pations  spoken  of  in  it  are  by  no  means  appli* 
cable  to  the  country  it  professes  to  describe* 
If  I  mistake  not,  it  was  written  by  one 
Povelsen^,  an  ancest<Mr  of  Finnur  Magnusen, 
and  this  latter  bad  himself  translated  it  into 

pr  to  be  Bxmg  about^  except  the  c^rt  of  tfadur  ca^ttlf . 
The  author  of  this  work«  which,  by  the  \ije,  is  but  a 
small  one,  could  not  begin  with  the  words  of  YirgO, 
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Quid  fiidat  hetas  segeteSj  quo  sidere  terrain 
'^  Vertere,  Mflecenas,  ulmisque  adjungere  vites 
*'  Conveniat,  quae  cura  bourn,  qui  cultus  habendo 
**  Sit  pecori  ?  apibus  quanta  experientia  parcis : 
'^  Hinc  canere  incipiam.  ** 

The  oxen  and  the  flocks  are  all  he  could  have  foiuxd 
in  Iceland :  the  com  and  the  vines  assuredly  do  not 
exist  there,  and  even  the  acuteness  of  my  frjend^ 
Mr.  Kirby,  would  have  been  puzzled  to  have  found 
one  of  his  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  sjiecies  of  Bri- 
tish bees  Jn  the  isls^d. 

*     In  this  instance,  as,  I  am  afraid,  in  some  others 

« 

relative  to  the  names  of  persons  and  places,  my  memory 
has  not  served  me  fidthfully;  for  I  find,  by  Dr.  Hol- 
luid*s  valuable  ^dissertation,  just  published.  On  the  pre-^ 
sent  State  of  Education  and  Literature  in  Iceland,  that 
the  name  of  this  author,  ia-stead  of  Povelsen,  is  Egi^rt 
Ola&on. 


Danidi  verse.  As  a  proof  of  the  talents  and 
readiness  of  this  youiig  man^  it  may  not  bQ 
amiss  in  this  place  to  mention,  that  though^ 
at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  he  did  not  know  a 
ward  of  English,  yet  he  made  so  rapid  a  pro- 
ficiency in  the  language,  that,  during  the 
stay  of  the  Talbot  sloc^  bf  war,  only  two 
months  after,  he  submittiad  a  copy  of  Eng- 
lish verses  to  one  of  the  officers  of  that  vessel 
for  his  correction.  An  exceedingly  long  com- 
plimentary ode  *,  also,  in  Icelandic  poetry, 
was  presented  by  him  to  Captain  Jones  of 
the  Talbot,  with  a  latin  translation  by  the 
side. 

j^c'24''  To-day  the  captain  of  our  vessel 
^  and  Mr.  Savigniac  accompanied  me 
to  the  little  island  of  Akaroe,  situated  in  the 
bay,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  town  of  • 
Reikevig,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  eider- 
ducks,  which  breed  on  this,  as  well  as  on 
all  the  other  uninhabited  islands,  in  great 
quantitiies.  It  was  a  windy  day,  and  we 
y  had  a  rough  passage  in  m  small  Icelandic 
boat,  over  which  the  waves  were  continually 

*  See  Appendix  D. 
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jkatin^.  These  boirf:^,  whieh  an  rowed  by 
two  men^  are  very  high^  both  at  the  head 
and  «tern^  and^  by  being  made  sharp  as 
well  fore  as  aft^  are  capable  of  being  rowed 
with  equal  jbcility  both  ways ;  the  lai^er 
ones^  however^  have  a  rudden  The  sides  of 
the  boats^  instead  of  bellying  out^  like  ours^ 
ate  nearly  flat^  and  applied  to  each  other  at 
acute  angles)  so  that^-a  translrerse  section 
would  appear  almost  like  the  letter  V:  at 
the  same  time  they  are  so  deep^  that  they 
requife  ta  be  supported  by  a  very  consicfer^ 
abfe  quantity  of  water  to  keep  them  afloat^  and 
as  often  as  this  is  not  the  case  they  neces- 
sarily fall  down  on  their  sides^  which  renders 
the  getting  in  and  out  a  matter  of  some  nicety. 
They  are^  neverthetess,  safe  hodis,  and  ac-* 
ekfents  are  seldom  heard  of  fr<Hn  their  over^ 
setting.  On  our  landing  on  the  rocky  island^ 
we  feimd  the  eider-fowls  sitting  upon  their 
nests>  which  were  rudely  formed  of  iimt 
awn  down^  and  generally  built  amoc^  the 
old  and  hall  decayed  sea^-weed^  that  the 
storms  had  cast  M%h  up  on  the  beach^  but 
sometimes  only  upon  the  bare  rocks.  It  was 
difficult  to  make  these  birds  leave  their  sta- 
tions :  indeed^  so  little  inclined  were  many. 


ff  tb^m  to  do  it^  t|iat  tb^y  even  permitted 
i)ii  to  li^ivlle  tbem  whiUt  tb^y  were  littijai^^ 
without  their  appearing  to  be  at  all  alaroied^ 
ynd?r  ^acb  of  tb^m  wi^e  tw^  or  four  egg»: 
tb^  latti^r  h  the  number  tbey  lay,  but  iu 
many  in&tan^es  the  birci#  had  been,  robb^ 
of  h;Etlf,  which  bad  been  taken  for  food  hf 
the  natives^  who  prefer  those  that  bane 
yxmng  onQ3  in  them.  These  eg^  which  ave 
bi  Iceland  ^»t^mMd  a  d^licacy^  thoi^b  ia 
England  tb^y  would  not  be  considered  equal 
to  those  of  Qur  barn-door  pcmltry,  are  <)f  a 
pale  olive^green  color,  and  rather  larger  than 
those  of  a  common  duck.  In  one  part  of 
the  island^  where  there  was  a  considerable 
qjiantity  of  rich  lootie  mould,  the  Fuflina  ^ 
breed  in  vast  numbers,  forming  holes  thref 
Qr  four  feet  below  the  sur&ce,  resemblia|[ 
labbits*  burrows,  at  the  bottom  of  wlmh 


I  *    Aha  arctica  Linn.  caQed  in  Icdand  Soe»papag(ne 

smd  Front y  in  Cornwall  and  in  the  south  of  Scotland, 
acoordiag  to  i/kr,  NeiU,  Pope.    In  Kamtsehstka  and 

I  the  KiHilachi  lalandsi  the  uafaMtants  wear  the  MHs 

of  these  birdsi  about  their  neeks,  fiistened  to  litraps; 

I  and,   acoording  to  the  superstition  odP  those  people, 

I  their  Shaman  or  priest  must  put  tiliem   tm  with  a 

pr^ier  cerranony,  in  order  to  procure  good  Ibrtune. 
Se^  Latham*8  General  Spnopeis  of  Mk4ep  yeL  r.  p.  ai7< 
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they  lay  a  single  white  egg^  about  the  size  of 
that  of  a  Lapwing,  upon  the  bare  earth.  Oar 
people  dug  out  about  twenty  of  these  birds^ 
which  they  afterwards  assured  me  made  an 
excellent  sea-pie.  The  Icelandic  fishermen 
catch  the  Puffins,  and  use  their  flesh  for  bait; 
being  persuaded  that  the  cod  prefer  it  to  any 
thing  else.  On  all  the  rocks  about  this  island, 
which  were  covered  at  high  water  by  the  sea,' 
was  growing  in  considerable  quantity  the  jFU- 
aif|7a/i7iafte^ofLinn8eus,knownby  the  natives 
under  the  name  of  Sol*.  As  an  esculent  Fuctts^ 
this  species  seems  to  be  preferred  to  all 
others,  at  least  in  northern  countries.  On  the 
Scotch  coasts,  it  is  eaten  raw  by  the  natives, 
and,  in  the  county  of  Caithness  in  particular, 
I  have  seen  a  number  of  women  and  children 
gathering  it  from  the  rocks,  and  making  a 
meal  of  it,  devouring  it  with  avidity.  In 
Iceland,  also,  it  is  very  commonly  eaten,  but 

*  According  to  Povelsen  and  Olafsen^  Sol  is  a  oon^ 
siderablie  article  of  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Oreback,  who  receive* in  exchange  for  it 
butter^  meat^  cattle^  and  wool.  A  Voet  (about  eighty 
pounds  weight)  of  this  Focus,  when  dried^  seEs  there 
for  seventy  fish>  at  two  skillings  a  Jfish^  or  &ve  shUMngs 
and  tenp^nce  English. 
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seldom  while  it  is  fresh.    It  is  generally  well 

washed  in  clean  water^  and  exposed;  upon 

the  rocks,  or  on  the  ground,  to  dry,  when 

it  gives  out  a  whitish   powdery  substance, 

which  covers  the  whole  plant,  and  is  sweet 

and  agreeable  to  the   palate.      It  is  then 

packed  down  in  casks,  to  keep  it  from  the 

air,  and  is  preserved  in  this  state  ready  to 

be  used,  either  raw  with  fish  ^nd  butter,  or 

boiled  down  in  milk  to  a  thick  consistency, 

as  is  more  common  with  people  of  property, 

who  mix  with  it,  if  it  can  be  a£R>rded,  a 

little  flour  of  rye.    This  species  is.  the  true 

jilga  saccharifera  of  Biarne  Povelsen,  who 

has  written  a  dissertation  upon  it.     It  has 

been,  however,  the  opinion  of  many  Fuco- 

logists,  that  the  Sol  of  the  Icelanders  is  the 

jP.  saccharifms  of  Linnaeus ;    misled,  pro-^ 

bably,  by  the  name  of  the  latter,  which, 

however,   does   not  give   out  a  saccharine 

powder,  but  merely  saline  particles,  by  no 

means   agreeable   to  the   taste.      Of   this, 

Gmelin,  in  his  Historia  Fucorum,  page  198> 

says,   '^  certumque  quoque  est,  saccharum, 

quod,  profert,  non  nisi  salem  marinum  esse, 

in  substantia  Fuci  ef&orescenteni)  qui  prop- 


torn  kHtir  giintatus  dulcedini^  sWftum  \\f^ 
gam  imprimit^  quique  ptirgftiitem  e:lbt;ttfitt 
edit^  si  Fud  ingesta  copia  nitnk  ^jtetit,  sdtt 
torn  flbras  inteBtinaleft  velHcante/*  Th« 
kttrMd  Btatsroed  of  Iceland  had  wHtten  i 
fiiU  aceoutit  of  the  three  esculent  Fkd  of  hH 
iMmntry^  F.  pahnaius^  F.  digitatus,  atid 
F.  esculentus,  which  wad  printed  at  Copeii*- 
hagen  ladt  spring.  Of  this  work  he  very 
kindly  presented  me  with  a  copy  for  myself, 
and  also  one  for  Mr.  Turner,  with  whose 
Hiatoria  FucoruiH  (as  iar  at  least  as  was 
then  published)  he  was  not  unacquainted. 
The  number  of  quotations  from  various  au^^ 
fhors  in  the  Etatsroed's  little  work  was  a 
sufficient  proof  of  his  having  paid  great  at- 
tention to  the  subject  on  which  he  wrote, 
and  of  his  possessing  botanical  books,  which 
a  stranger  would  little  expect  to  meet  with 
in  Iceland.  I  much  regret  the  loss  of  these 
two  pamphlets,  as  they  contained,  not  only 
a  Complete  account  of  the  mode  of  preparing 
the  fkd  for  food,  but  also  a  very  accurate 
representation  of  the  three  species,  frofli 
drawings  (if  I  mistake  not)  made  by  th6 
Etatsroed  himtrelf. 


^^^y^  This  morning,  I  visited  tbe  mora 
June  25.  elevated  parts  di  tbe  cambty  abou* 
Reikevig^  and  fcmnd  them  oomposed  whoUj^ 
of  broken/  and  generally  small,  pieces  of 
rock,  for  the  most  part  por&ctly  barren; 
thott^  in  places,  here  and  there^  wore  noma 
patches  of  vc^tatton,  among  whkh  I  watt 
with  a  few  interesting  plants.  Faccmium 
uUgmmim  was  abundant,  and  its  charming 
bfessoms  delighted  me  much,  the  more  so  as 
I  hsA  never  previously  seen  it  in  perfection 
Dr^as  octtfpetala,  oi  which  die  inhabitants 
gather  the  leaves  and  make  a  sort  of  tea  of 
them  was  every  where  extremely  common, 
but  hardly  yet  in  flower,  and  the  same  was 
the  ease  with  Lychnis  cdpina^  A  remarkably 
woolly-leaved,/Sla^,  which  I  took  for  lanata^ 
and  two  m  three  other  species,  of  stunted 
growth,  were  the  only  plants  that  devsAed 
themselves  to  the  height  of  even  five  or  sia^ 
ifiche*  from  the  ground.  Sa3^'raga  (trku^ 
pidata  ?  FL  Scandin.J  grew  plentifaUy  aniong 
the  rocks;  which  also  produced  Splacknum 
vascuhmm  and  mmoideSf  though  sparingly ; 
but  I  was  most  pleased  with  a  fine  new  i^>e* 
cies  of  Cornicuhriay  allied  to  C.  bicolar^  bufc 
ihv^  or  four  times  as  large,  and  all  over  of  a 
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grey  color.  I  met  with  only  one  patdi  of 
it,  intermixed  with  TrkhMtomum  canescem, 
in  a  rocky  situation.  From  these  faiiby 
though  at  a  considerable  distance^  I  could 
peroeiye  the  steam  from  the  hot  spring,  and, 
taking  a  different  route  from  what  I  had 
done  when  I  made  a  former  attempt,  I  at 
lengtib,  with  some  difficulty,  arrived  at  it; 
While  yet  foil  a  mile  fix)m  the  spdt,  the  stH 
perior  verdure  of  the  grass,  that  was  within 
the  influence  of  the  heat,  was  very  remark- 
able. What  struck  me  as  most  extraordinary 
in  this  spring,  though  I  afterwards  found  it 
not  to  be  uncommon  in  Iceland,  was  the 
circumstance  of  its  being  actually  situated  in 
the  middle  of  a  cold  stream,  bubbling  up 
from  some  little  cavities,  which  were  formed 
in  a  whitish  siliceous  incrustation,  that  co- 
vered a  considerable  portion  of  the  bed  of 
the  river,  and  extended  on  one  side  of  it, 
even  as  far  the  shore,  where  its  surface  was 
covered  with  numerous  minute  mammilla?. 
This  incrustation  is  a  deposit  from  the  water, 
and  the  mammillae  are  probably  caused  by 
the  irregular  falling  of  the  water  upon  it  in 
drops.  On  dipping  in  the  water  my  little 
pocket  thermometer,  which  was  graduated  to 
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no  mom  than  laO'^  of  Fahrenheit* s  actle,  but 
WiBS  the  only  one  I  had  with  me  at  the  time, 
the  quicksilver  instantly  rose  to  the  top  of 
the  tube.  I  found  lying  dead  in  the  hot  watf^ 
a  number  of  eels*,  not  more  than  four  or  five 
indies  long :  these  had,  doubUess,  been  con- 
veyed  down  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
to  the  heated  part  of  the  water,  which^  as  it 
affects  the  whole  width  of  the  stream,  must 
be  an  efiectual  barrier  to  the  migration  of 
fish,  and  of  other  aquatic  animals.  I  remark- 
ed, however,  no  others  in  this  water,  except 
one  or  two  specimens  of  a  D^ticus,  which  I 
was  not  able  to  catch,  but  which  appeared 
to  be  the  same  as  our  D.  acuductus.  Almost 
in  the  hottest  part  of  the  water^  I  gathered 
Conferva  spiralis  Dillw.;  but  it  had  lost  all 
its  color,  and  had  probably  only  floated  into 
that  situation,  not  being  really  a  native  of  it: . 
a  species^  also,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be 
new,  grew  attached  to  the  banks,  at  a  very 

*  Paveken  and  Olafisen  have  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance of  smaU  eels  being  found  dead  near  the  heated 
waters  of  leeland^  and  remark  that^  although  large  edb 
are  known  to  exist  in  the  river>  they  have  never  been 
met  with  lying  dead^  as  the  smaller  ones. 
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short  SStmeiR  freWi  the  bvrbbUtfg  %Wtet^*  ^ 
wia  niost  nterly  alliM  to  Dillwy'fii^s  ^Cmf. 
dissiUem.  Qmf.  velgkkitm  Dilho.  ikMMisfaMJi 
in  great  peffecfEioii  cm  a  bank  of  ^aartb/l^firidh 
rose  immediately  from  tlie  heated  wMb^j 
where  it  was  constantly' exposed  to  fSstt  stettta. 
In  the  same  situation^  and  -eifuatty  ^vigerbus; 
were  Oymnastimmm  fctsciculkre,  FyHd^ 
h^pnoides, ^nd  Jimgermannia^ngtiloM,  aU^ 
eicept -the  last, 'bearing  ripe  capsules.  <^ 
toy  return,  I  saw  plenty  of  Stiipis,  in' the 
boggy  places,  and,  among  the  rocks;  aft  aws 
tic  fox  *  (Cants  Lagopus  L.J  which  wtti 
changing  its  white  winter  drtss  for  a  summer 
one,  being  partly  white  and  partly  gt^» 
These  animals  are  extremely  numerous  in 

*  The  dusky  appearance  of  this  aaifinal^  ivfaich  I 
fad  always  supposed  was  only  the  summer  cbat^  (or 
that  of  a  young  fox  which  h^ad  not  reached  its  second 
winter^)  I  find,  is  noticed  by  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  ArC" 
tic  Zoology,  and  considered  as  making  a  distinct  spe- 
cies, though  for  what  reason  I  do  not  see }  since  he 
himself  observes  that  the  color  of  the  youiig'  fok  ii 
dusky.  Kerguelen  says  there  are  black,  blue,  red,  dnd 
white  foxes  in  Iceland.  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
observe,  in  this  place,  that  I  never  saw  the  commMi 
fDx  in  Iceland,  nor  heard^  from  any  of  the  natives^  of 
its  being  found  there. 


tbts  amatry^  Imng  upon  the  Ptarmigaiii 
and  t^r i^gfi^  a9  weli  as  upon  young  lambs ; 
tbeir  fir  is  thicik,  but  too  short  for  mu^ 
and  tippets  of  the  present  day^  although  19 
some  of  the  grey-colored  ones  it  is  exceeding^ 

!  ty  fin^  aiid  beautifal.    They  are  sold  in  Reifcy 

evig  for  about  one  shilling  and  sixpence  a  skin. 
This  fox  is  probably  not  to  be  considered 

I  as  originally  a  native  of  Iceland;  for  the 

Iddanders  have  a  tradition"^^  that  one  of  th« 
ancient  kings  of  Norway^  to  punish  the  in- 
habitants for  their  disafiection  to  the  mother 
epan^y^  sent  over  some  foxes  to  the  island^ 
irfaefe  .tbey  have  rapidly  increased^  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  flocks.  The  few  rats  and 
mice  'jfy   that  are  said   to   exist  here^  are 

*  This  tradition^  in  aU  probability,  rests  upon  no 
better  authority  than  one  which  is  prevalent  in  Ire* 
land,  that  the  breed  of  magpies,  which  now  infest  that 
island  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  be  highly  injurious,  was 
'  originally  imported  by  the  English  to  plague  them.  It 

is  n^ore  likely,  if  the  Icelandic  foxes  be  not  really  na- 
tives of  the  country,  that  they  found  their  way  thither 
from  the  neighboring  coast  of  Greenland  on  the  float- 
ing masses  of  ice. 


t  Speaking  of  the  native  animate  of  Iceland,  Pen- 
nant, in  his  Arctic  Zoology,  Introduc^mn,  page  Ixs. 
stt£^ect9,  ''that  there  is  a  species  allied^  as  BiMelor 
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brought  by  ships  from  odier  countries;  ^In-*^ 
deed  it  appears^  that  the  truly  indigenous 
animals  of  the  class,  Mammalia,  are^rlducdl 
to  the  small  number  of  amphibious  oiies. 


.FiJlas  ims^skdB,   to  tbe  ^conofMc  Mouse-,,  for^ 
that>  it  lays  in  a  great  magazine  of  berries^  by  way  of 
winter  stores.    This  spocies  is  particularly  plentiful  in 
the  wood  of  Husafels.    In  a  country  where  berries  are 
but  thinly  dispersed,  these  little  animals  are  obliged  to 
across  rivers  to  make  their  distant  forages.    In  tkei^ 
return  with  the  booty  to   the  magazines,  they  ar^ 
obliged  to  repass  the  stream  j  of  which  Mr.  Ola&en 
gives  the  following  account :  '  The  party,  which  con- 
sists of  from  six  to  ten,  select  a  flat  piece  of  dried 
cow-dttng,  on  which  they  place  the  berriiss  on  a  heap 
in  the  middle}  then,  by  their -united  force,  brikig  it  to 
the  water's  edge,  and,  after  launching  it,  embark  and 
place  themselves  round  the  heap,  with  their  heads 
Joined  over  it,  and  their  backs  to  the  water,  their  tails 
pendent  in  the  stream,  serving  the  purpose  of  rudders/ 
When  I  consider  the  wonderful  sagacity  of  beavers,** 
continues  Mr.  Pennant,  *'  and  think  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  squirrels,  which,  in  cases  of  similar  neces- 
sity, make  a  piece  of  bark  their  boat,  and  their  tail  the 
sail,  I  no  longer  hesitate  to  credit  the  relation.**  I  am 
sorry  such  a  ridiculous  stoiy  should  have  been  believed 
by  a  British  zoologist.     Iceland  certainly  produces  no 
species  of  Mus  which  our  country  does  not  possess, 
and  the  mice  tbat  are  found  there  are  not  likely  to  be 
furnished  with  any  instinct  or  faculties  superior  to 
those  of  our  own  mice.    The  circumstance  related 


which  are  found  on  the  shores.  The  white 
bear  is  now  and  then  conveyed  to  the  north-i 
eili' ^^^oarts,  by  the  floating  ice-islands^  from 
the  oi^XM^  shore  of  Greenland,  but  none 
had  been  over  since  the  preceding  year^  and 
tiiose  were  soon  dispatched  by  the  people 
living  in  the  vicinity,  who  are  with  reason 
afraid  of  so  formidable  a  neighbor  establish- 
ing him^lf  among  them.  Their  skins  are 
always  the  property  of  the  king  of  Den« 
mark.  '*'  As  I  entered  the  town  of  Reikevig, 
on  my  return  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  fipd  a  guard  of  twelve  of  our  ship's 
cirew,  armed  with  muskets  and  cutlasses, 
landing  before,  the  governor's  residence^  and 
still  naore  so,  when,  shortly  after,  I  saw  the 
governor  himself^  Count  Tramp,  come  out 
of  bis  house,  as  a  prisoner  to  Captain  Liston, 
who,  armed  with  a  drawn  cutlass,  marched 

above>  is  laughed  at  by  the  more  sensible  Icelanders, 
and  the  species  that  performs  these  extraordinary 
feats,  which,  according  to  Povelsen,  is  the  Mus  syhati* 
cas  of  Linnaeus^  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  found  in 
that  country. 

*  For  a  detailed  account  of  these  transactions,  whicli 
todcd  in  a  complete  revolution^  see  Appendix*  A.  and 
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bejfore  him^  and  was  followed  bjr  the  twdNv 
sailors,  who  conducted  the  Gouitt  on  board 
the  Margaret  and  Anne.  At  the  same  time 
I  also  obienred  the  British  colors  flying  over 
the  Danish,  oH  board  the  Gmnt's  ship,  the 
Orion^  which,  I  subsequently  learned,  hat 
been  previously  made  a  prize  to  our  English 
letter  of  marque.  I  had  all  along  observed  a 
great  dislike  on  the  part  of  our  oountrymett 
t(y  the  governor :  this,  as  well  as  the  appa* 
rent  acts  of  violence,  that  had  just  been  oom<» 
raitted,  was  caused  by  information,  which 
Mr.  Phelps  had  received,  from  what  mi^ 
have  been  supposed  good  authority^  that 
Count  Tramp  had  been  using  his  ihfluence 
to  prohibit  the  trade  with  the  English,  con- 
trary to  the  articles  of  an  agreement,  entered 
into,  by  him  and  the  captain  of  an  Englidb 
sloop  of  war,  tiiat  had  been  in  Reikevig 
harbor  just  before  our  arrival.  During  this 
transaction,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
most  of  whom  were  witnesses  to  it,  ofiered 
no  resistance,  but  looked  on  with  the  most 
perfect  indifference.  Many  of  them  weie 
idling  about  the  town  (it  being  Sunday), 
armed  with  their  long  poles,  spiked  at  one 
end  with  iron,  which  they  nse  for  the  ptu> 


pope  of  Msittii^  tl^eip  in  w^ing  over  tli0 
hfm^n  sB^w>  md  half  a  s^r^  of  the  lintiest 
(tf  Ibese  /fellows  might  i/f ith  ^foe  have  ovef« 
poweFpd  ow  sailors^  who  were  almoet  jm 
wfaoUy  Qnpoquainted  with  the  use  of  fire^ 
traas  as  the  Icelanders^  and^  were^  moreovfr^ 
a  most  wretched  set,  picked  up  from  the 
vilest  parts  of  Graveseud.    {n  the  evenifpg^ 
the  iHshop  waited  on  Mr.  Phelps^  and  enr 
treated  tiiat  the  Count  might  be  allowed  tQ 
hsnre  his  liberty^  or>  at  least;,  that  permissioii 
might  be  granted  for  him  to  remain  on  9hore 
as  a  prboner.   Both  these  requests  being  re* 
fiosedi  he  begged  that  he  himself  might  be 
fuffin^  tp  go  pn  boerd^  i^nd  spfiak  to  himi 
but  being  disappointed  in  this  third  rpqu^^ 
also^  he  came  to  me^  and,  after  expressing 
Ifae  pleaimre  he  felt  on  th^  itiformation  he 
hi^d  rec^ved,  that  my  object  ip  viisiting  Ice- 
laiid  was  of  a  peaceable  nature,  Ma nat|||E!ri«* 
ist,  adding  every  now  $nd  tiben,  with  mu<^ 
emphasis  Bnd  feeling,  "tibi  temper  pax  est^* 
jbe  hoped  that  I  would  use  my  iiifluence 
frith  ,  Mv*  Phelps,  at  least  tf>  permit  the  gOr 
y^rnor  to  come  on  shore  for  a  few  hours; 
fit  the  same  time  offering,  as  a  surety  for  hiy 
to  th/e  ship,  that  his  owm  soPi  w)^ 
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was  then  standing  in  tears  hy  his  stde^ 
should  be  sent  oh  boards  during  the  Count's 
absence.  It  was  thought  proper^  however^ 
not  to  grant  this  wish.  We  witnessed  a  more 
afiecting  scene,  soon  after^  when  the  Count's 
secretary,  a  most  amiable  young  man,  about 
seventeen  years  of  age,  a  native  of  Norway, 
came  and  pleaded  strongly  for  the  release  of 
his  master;  begging,  ii^  that  could  not  be 
complied  with,  that  he  himself  might  be  al- 
lowed to  go  on  board,  and  remain  with  bim 
in  his  confinement.  When  the  latter  was 
acceded  to,  he  dried  his  tears,  and,  after  ex- 
pressing his  gratitude  for  the  permission,  has- 
tened to  convey  his  bedding,  &c.,  together 
with  those  of  th^  Count  on  board  the  ship. 

Monday,         After  the  preceding  day's  transac- 
june  26.     jj^^g^  jj  ^^^  thought  possiblc  that 

some  disturbance  might  be  raised,  either  by 
the  Danes  residing  in  the  town,  or  by  the 
natives ;  but  all  was  quiet,  and,  to  prevent  any 
eflfectual  opposition  on  their  parts,  the  arms  of 
the  inhabitants  were  secured,  which  did  not 
amount  in  tbe  whole  to  above  twenty  wretch- 
ed muskets,  most  of  them  were  quite  in 
a  useless  state,  and  a  few  rusty  cutlasses.   An 
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incessant  iand  heavy  rain^  till  about  six  or 
seven  in  the  evening,  prevented  my  botanis** 
ing ;  but,  as  we  had  no  darkness^  even  at  the 
hour  of  midni^t,  I  could  just  as  well  piir* 

I 

stie  my  employment  then  as  in  the  middle 
of  the  day.  Hie  unpleasant  light,  caused 
by  the  horizontal  rays  of  the  sun  striking  on 
the  ground,  so  beautifully  described  *  by 
Linnaeus,  when  botanising  in  Lapland,  is  not 
experienced  here;  for  the  sun,  in  this  part 
of  Iceland,  is  never  altogether  above  the  ho- 
rizon at  midnight,  nor,  if  it  had  been  m^ 
would  it  have  had  that  ei^t  this  summer, 
there  being  no  one  period,  that  I  recollect, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  longest  days, 
when  the  horizou  in  the  qorth  was  p^ectljr 
free  from  clouds.  At  such  times  as  the  sky 
is  not  altogether  overcast,  the  light  at  mid*- 

'  *  ''  Fv^t  me  quid  8it>  quod  visum  in  ^pibus  n08« 
tris>  tempore  nocturno^  ita  confundit^  ut  non  tanti 
daritate  possimus  objecta  disUnguere  ac  medi&  die, 
licet  sol  aeque  clams  exsistat;  solenim  hortzooti  prox<» 
imas  radios  horizontales  dispergens  tIz  pileo  ab  oculis 
abigi  potest;  umbr»  dein  herbarum  eKteaduntur  ia 
infinitum  et  implicantur  inter  se^  tremunt  deinde  spi-* 
rante  aquilone^  ut  vix  videre  et  distinguere  queamns 
objecta  diyersissima/*-— jLtnit^  Fl,  Lapp,  edit,  2d<L 
p.  137. 
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eighty  at  this  season^  is.  aboutas  great.aatlM^ 
of  a  moderately  dull  noon  in  winter  in  £ii|^ 
knd.  In  a  walk  of  a  few  miles  to  the  south 
of  the  town  tiiis  evaning,  I  met  with  Ikdmif 
saxatiUs  (sparingly  in  flower)^  Poljfpodktm 
arwmcum,  plentifni^  Trichastomum  elUj^i* 
cwn,  and  Ifypnum  ^fikmeniomm^  growing 
among  the  rocks.  •  In  bogs  I  found  two  new 
species  of  Carex,  and  Mee^ia  dealbatia, 
with  fully-formed  capsules. — ^Tbis  evening 
Mr.  Joigensen  took  possession  of  the  go*' 
vemor^s  house,  and  removed  his  residence 
Aitfaer;  but  I  do  not  ireooUeet,  exactly^ 
whether  it  was  frcmi  this  period,  or,  as  1 1^*- 
Aar  thinks  shortly  after,  that  he  was  const? 
deved  as  governor  of  Iceland. 

Taesday,  I'his  being  the  day  appointed  for 
June  J57.  paying  our  respects  to  the  old  Stifts- 
mnptman  *,  (Maf  Stephensen,  who. has  the 

*  JStiftsamptman  is  the  Icdbndic  title  for  the  gp- 
▼ernor^  and>  consequently^  beloi^  to  Count  Tramp. 
But^  as  this  gentleman  (Stephens^n)^  on  account  of 
loB  ser«ioes  to  the  countiy^  maa  allowed  jbo  reU/re  fisQia 
his.  government,  and  jeUU  retain  the  title  pf  SHft^w^-- 
man,  I  shall,  byway  of  distinction,  apply  it  in  this  work 
to  bim,  and,  in  mentioning  Count  Trampi  shall  use  the 
term  of  Governor, 


Utte  dT  Oekeime  MUUsfoed,  and  vnB  fef * 
merly  governor  of  the  island^  Mt.  Pbdp$^ 
Mr.  Jorgensen^  and  myself  embarked  at 
twelve  o'clock  in  an  Icelandic  sailing-boat^ 
widi  eight  rowers^  and  had  a  passage  of  about 
four  miles  to  his  house^  which  is  on  the 
pteasatit  little  island  of  Vidde.  As  we  ap* 
jnroached  this  island^  we  got  a  view  of  the 
house^  standing  in  a  welUsbeltered  situation^ 
between  two  hills,  and,  at  a  little  distance^ 
it  had  the  appearance  of  a  veiy  respectable 
residence,  being  lai^,  and  with  someltiing 
more  imposing  in  its  exterior,  than  any  other 
I  had  yet  seen.  It  is  built  of  stone  cement^ 
ed  together,  has  a  number  of  glass  windows, 
and  is  covered  with  a  boarded  roof.  HoW'^ 
ever,  when  we  landed  and  came  nearer,  we 
perceived  a  lamentable  want,  as  well  of  car* 
penters  and  bri<^ayer8,  as  (rf'glaziers.  The 
glass,  in  such  of  the  windows  as  stiH  present 
any,  was  of  the  most  ordinary  quality ;  and 
in  most  instances  the  panes  were  broken^ 
though  this  was  concealed  from  view  on  the 
outside  by  a  wooden  shutter.  The  door^way 
was  in  the  centre,  but  hid  by  a  miserable 
sort  of  wooden  porch,  on  each  side  of  which 
was  a  door  for  entrance,  which,  if  kept  in 
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bd:|er  itpair^  might  answer  v^  well  Jw  a 
scre^i  to. the  cold  winds^  butj,  ia  its  present 
shattered  state^  is  neither  fit  for  use  .nor 
ornament.  I  could  compare  it  to  tkothtng  so 
much  as  a  pig-stye  placed  against  the  wall^ 
and  made  rather  higher  than  usual.  However^ 
with  all  this  want  of  artificers^  whidi  ap* 
peared  on  the  exterior  of  the  house,  there 
was  a  possessor  within,  whose  reception  of 
us  and  whose  excellent  &re  would  do  credit 
to  the  actual  governor,  much  more  to  the  ex- 
governor,  of  any  country,  and  deserve  to  be 
mentiomed  rather  particularly.  Ind^,  I  am 
the  more  tempted  to  enlarge  upon  this  sub- 
ject, as  it  is  the  first  c^portunity  I  have  had 
of  seeing  the  manners  of  a  well-bred  Ice<^ 
lander,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  have  a 
mor^  favorable  one.  When  we  were  within 
a  few  hundred  }rards  of  the  house^  the  Stifts* 
Itmptman  came  to  welcome  us  to  the  coun- 
try, and  to  his  little  island.  He  had  a  fine 
and  healthy  countenance,  and,  although  in 
hh  seventy-eighth  year,  had  the  perfect  use 
of  his  faculties.  In  conversation  he  was  ex- 
trefmely  fluent  and  animated.  He  wore,  on 
this  occasion,  his  full-dress  uniform  as  Go- 
vernor of  Iceland,  except  the  sword.     His 


coat  iwas  of  scarlet  clatby  tamed  up  wilih 
gmen^  ;arid  omameiited  with  gold  lace:  hb 
pantaloons  of  blue  cloth^  with  gold  tiiin* 
mings;  and  he  had  half-boots  with  gold  bind^*^ 
ings  and  tassels^  and  a  thinee-<^rnered  hat^ 
likewise  Qrnatnented  with  gold  tassels,  and 
trkpmiiigs  of  the  same^  and  witbna  4oiig 
white  feather.  We  were  jiiiEnedtately  *wbe^ 
through  the  portico^  .where  we  wei^  obliged 
tp  stoop  at  the  dck>r*?way:,  into  a  spacious 
hall>  ^  with  a  large  wooden,  staircase ;    and. 
hence  through  a  laige  and  lofty  parlor  into 
his  bed-^odm,  where  I  presented  to  him  a 
letter  of  inttoductidn,  and  a  present  of  prints 
and  books  from  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  whose 
very  name   made  him  almost  shed  tears. 
During  the  time  that  Mr.  Jorgehsen  was 
translating  the  letter  to' him,  he  frequently 
interrupted  his  reading,  to  relate  some  of 
the   many  noble  and  generous  acts  which 
Baron  Banks  (as  he  called  him)  had  done 
for  his  countrymet^.     He  asked  a  hundred 
questions  about  him  in  the  most  affectionate 
manner,  particularly  respecting  his  age  and 
health.     Tlien  he  related  anecdotes  of  what 
passed   during    Sir    Joseph's    stay  in    the 
island  thirty-seven  years  £^,  in  a  manner 


which  ftt  onoe  convinced  us  of  the  excell^i^e 
of  his  memoiy^  and  of  his  gratitude  to^  «i4 
high  esteem  for^  the  great  benefactor  of  Ice* 
kucid.  He  told  us  of  his  liberal  presents^  of 
the  splendor  witii  which  he  travelled^  ^nd 
of  the  many  Icelanders^  who^  having  during 
tile  present  war  with  Denmark  been  made 
prisoners  by  the  English^  had  been  released^ 
tad  supplied  with  money  till  tiieir  i^etuni 
to  their  country^  by  Sir  Joseph  BanlcaT 
^nerosity.  London,  he  observed,  might 
^produce  as  good  a  man,  but  it  could  not 
produce  a  better.  When  we  asked  him  to 
return  to  England  witii  us,  he  said,  he 
would,  if  he  were  but  ten  years  younger, 
were  it  only  to  see  Baron  Banks.  He  was 
delighted  with  the  presents  from  Sir  Joseph, 
and  especially  with  some  beautiful  engrav^ 
ings  of  the  Geysers,  taken  from  drawings 
made  by  Sir  John  Stanley,  in  1789.  This 
gentldman^  also,  the  Stiftsamptman  fre- 
quently mentioned,  and  I  was  vexed  that  my 
not  having  the  honor  of  being  acquainted 
with  him  prevented  my  answering  the  va- 
rious questions,  that  were  put  to  me  respect- 
ing him.  During  our  conversation,  some 
mm  and  Norway  biscuit  were  o&red  us. 


m^^?vlFe  1I1611  took  a  little  walk  sboiit  Ite 
uiiaixd^  which  is  >scUicely  more  ihan  tn^ 
miits  in  cicoiinfisisence^  and  is  one  df  the 
most  fertile  spots  bdongtiig  to  Icebad^  pto^ 
ducing  some  of  the  best  sheep,  besides  ex**' 
oeUent  covrs,  horsey  peat >  and  good  wateH 
W'0  were  shown  with  ^reat  pleasure  the  iin^ 
manse  tiumber  df  eiderniiK^hs  whieh  bpeed 
tOt  VidSe,  and  whtdi  were  now  sit^g  oh 
€^  or  youtig  ones,  exhibittng  a  most'  itif 
tet^sting  scene.  The  Stiftsamptman  mmlt 
lis 'go  and  coats  some  of  the  old  birds, 
did  not  on  that' account  disturb 
Atmost  ^  every  little  hollow  place,  be^e^i  the 
rocks,  is  occupied  with  the  nerts  of  ^leac 
fowls,  which  are  so  numerous,  that  we  wei« 
obliged  to  walk  with  the  greatest  cautidui:  to 
avoid  trampling  upon  them;  but,  besides 
this,  the  SiiftSamptman  has  a  liumber  dF 
holes  cut  in  the  smooth  and  sloping  side  of 
a  hill,  in  twa  rows,  and,  in  every  one  of 
these,  also,  there  is  a  nest*  No  Norfolk 
housewife  is  half  so  soHeitous  after  her  poul- 
tiy,  M  the  Stiftsamptman  after  his  eider-- 
ducks,  which,  by  their  down  and  eggs,  affind 
him  a  consid^^Ie  revenue;  since  the  fornix 
«eUs  for  three  rix-dolkn  (twelve  shillings)  a 


an 


|)oand.  It  id  collected  frc»n  the  ne«ta>  wbieb 
the  ducks  line,  or  ratl^r  form,  with.it^  t$ 
afibrd  their  youi^  a  warmer  and  more  coii>^ 
genial  situation,  stripping  for  the  purpose 
their  own  breasts  of  a  coyering  which  nature 
has  kindly  given  at  this   season.     Whem 
taken  away,  the  old  bird  replaces  it,  and, 
according  to  Mr.  Pennant,  this  is  occasionally 
done  as  often  as  three  times,  the  drake  sup*" 
plying  the  d^cieitey  in  case  the  down  oi 
the  duck  is  completely  exhausted.    Cats  and 
d<^  are,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  all  ba- 
nished from  the  island,  so  that  nothing  may 
disturb  these  birds.  It  ope  year  happened  that 
a  fox  got  over  upcm  the  ice,  and  caused  great 
alarm:    it  was  long  before  he  w^s  taken, 
which  was  at  last,  however,  thou^  with 
difficulty,  effected,  by  bringing  another  fox 
to  the  island,  and  fastening  it  by  a  string 
near  the  haunt  of  the  former,  by  which 
means  he  was  allured  within  shot  of  the 
hunter.     Such  an  island  as  Vidoe  is  well 
bestowed   on   the    present   owner,    by  the 
Danish  government,  for  the  services  done 
to  his  country,  during  the  fifty  years  that  he 
was  in  office'.     It  is  considered  worth  one 
htmdred  dollars  (twenty  pounds)  a-yeai*,  in 
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uddition  to  whicfa^  die  fiiU  penston  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  is  contiimed  to  him^  as  if  he 
Were  still  actaal  governor ;  nor  is  it  as  a  ma- 
gistrate alone  that  this  gentleman  is  deserv- 
ing of  the  greatest  praise^  but  also  as  a  man 
of  science.    His  researches  into  the  history 
of  his  own  country,  and  his  valaable  com- 
mnnications  on  various  subjects  relating  to  it^ 
which  have  been  sent  to  Copenhagen^  have 
gained  him  many  honcxrary  marks  of  distinc- 
t^n  from   different  learned  societies,   ami 
those,  not  merely  of  Denmark  and  Norway^ 
but  also  of  other  nations.     It  has  seldom,  if 
ever,  fallen  to  my  lot  to  see,  even  in  those 
places  which  aie  most  distinguished  for  the 
cultivation  of  science,  so  .large  a  collection  of 
diplomas  and  honorary  medals,  as  in  this  re^ 
mote  comer  of  one  of  the  most  remote  coun- 
tries of  Europe.     I  met  with  no  plants  upon 
the  island,  that  I  had  not  seen  in  the  neigh* 
borhood  of  Reikevig,  except  Erigeron  alpi- 
ntim,  which,  however,  was  not  in  flower.    We 
had  scarcely  reached  the  extremity  of  our 
walk,  when  a  servant  came  to  announce  that 
dinner  was  on  the  table :  consequently,  we 
were  obliged  to  return,  though  rather  against 
our  inclinations ;  for  the  earliness  of  the  hour, 

VOL.   I.  F 
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.it  not  beb^  moiji  thatt  hitf  |mtt)<mfiii9tid 

rour  having,  alieady:  taken  some  refreriiinfaiCj 

-had  kept  .us.  from  being  hungry.    We  finmd 

the  table  set  out  in  the  large  room  wiiich  I 

'have  already  mentioned.  .  It  had  a  tokniUir 

good  boarded  floor,  and  walla  that  onoe.  were 

white*washed.     Tlie  fumitare^  consisted  <^ 

*  five  wainscot  chairs,  a  table,  and  two  laige 
<;he8ts  of  drawers, « dn.  which  were  displayed 
anth  articles  of  use  aaafqproi^ed  the  nearest 

•  to  china ;  some  of  them, .  I  believe^,  really 
were  so.  Two  closet^  doors  were  also  open* 
>  ed,  and  exhibited  a  considerable  quantity  of 

eso^ellent  silv^  plate.  Two  laige  and  old* 
fashidned  mirrors  occupied  the  space  be- 
tween the  windows,  and  beneath  them  were 
marble  slabs^  placed  upon  gilded  ofeet;  but 
they  were  broken,  and. lay  completely  out  of 
a  horizontal  direction.  About  sixty  prints 
and  drawings,  some  of  them. in  frames,  and 
a  few  glazed,  concealed  in  some  measure 
the  nakedness  of  the .  walls : .  they  were,  it 
must  be  confessed,  for  the  most  part,  of  a 
very  ordinary  stamp ;  but,  as  many  of  th^n 
were  portraits  of  the  Stiftsamptman's  friends, 
or  prints  of  the  sovereigns,  and  other  great 
men  of  Denmark,  they  had  their  value,  and 


their  nain^s  and  titles  Were  detailed'  to  us 
with  evident  satisfaction.  Such  as  it  was^  it 
might  truly  be  said  to  be  the  best  collection 
of  prints  and  pictures  in  the  country.  When 
we  sat  down  to  table^  a  little  interruption 
Was  caused  by  the  breaking  down  of  the 
chair  upoh  which  his  Excellency  had  seated 
himself ;  but  this  was  soon  settled^  as  there 
fortunately  was  still  a  vacant  one  in  the 
room  to  replace  it.  The  arranging  of  a 
dinner-table  is  attended  in  Iceland  with  little 
trouble^  and  would  afford  no  scope  for  the 
display  of  the  elegant  abilities  of  an  experi- 
enced English  house-keeper.  On  the  cloth 
was  nothing  but  a  plate^  a  knife  and  fork^  a 
wine  glass^  and  a  bottle  of  claret^  for  each 
guest>  except  that  in  the  middle  stood  a 
large  and  handsome  glass-castor  of  sugar^ 
with  a  magnificent  silver  top.  The  natives 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  drinking  malt  liquor 
or  water,  nor  is  it  customary  to  eat  salt  with 
their  meals.  The  dishes  are  brought  in 
singly:  our  first  was  a  large  tiirenne  of 
soup,  which  is  a  favorite  addition  to  the 
dinners  of  the  richer  people,  and  is  made 
of  sago,  claret,  and  raisins,  boiled  so  as  to 
become  almost  a  mucilage.   We  were  helped 
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ta  two  soup-plates  full  of  this^  which  we  ate 
without  knowing  if  any  thing  more  was  to 
come.  No  sooner^  however,  was  the  soup 
removed,  than  two  l&rge  salmon,  boiled  and 
cut  in  slices,  were  brought  on,  and^  with 
them,  melted  butter^  looking  like  oil,  mixed 
with  vinegar  and  pepper :  this,  likewise,  was 
very  good,  and  we  with  some  difficulty 
cleared  our  plates,  earnestly  hoping  we  had 
finished  our  dinners.  Not  so ;  for  there  was 
then  introduced  a  turenne  full  of  the  ^gs 
of  the  Cree^  or  great  tern,  boiled  hard,  of 
which  a  dozen  were  put  upon  each  of  our 
plates  ;  and,  for  sauce,  we  had  a  large  basin 
of  cream,  minted  with  sugar,  in  which  were 
four  spoons,  so  that  we  all  ate  out  of  the  same 
bowl,  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  table* 
We  petitioned  hard  to  be  excused  from  eating 
the  whole  of  the  eggs  upon  our  plates,  but 
we  petitioned  in  vain.  "  You  are  my  guests,** 
said  he,  ^^  and  this  is  the  first  time  you  have 
done  me  the  honor  of  a  visit,  therefore,  you 
must  do  as  /  would  have  you ;  in  future^ 
when  you  come  to  see  me,  you  may  do  a» 
you  like."    Jn  his  own  excuse,  he*  plea4ed 

*  In  Kamtschatka^  acccording  to  Krachenianikow« 
when  a  feast  b  given  to  a  perscm  for  the  purpose  of 
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liis  age  for  not  following  our  example^  to 
which  we  could  make  no  reply.  We  de- 
voured with  difficulty  our  eggs  and  cream; 
but  had  no  sooner  dismissed  our  plates^  than 
half  a  sheep^  well  roasted^  came  on^  with  a 
mess  of  sorrel  (Rumex  acetasa),  called  by  the 
Danes  scurvy-grass^  boiled^  meshed>  and 
aweetmied  with  sugar.  It  was  to  no  purpose 
we  assured  our  host  that  we  had  already 
eaten  more  than  would  do  us  good :  he  filled 
our  plates  with  the  mutton  and  sauce^  and 
made  us  get  through  it  as  well  as  we  could ; 
although  any  one  of  the  dishes,  of  which 
we  had  before  partaken,  was  sufficient  for 
the  dinner  of  a  moderate  man«  However^ 
even  this  was  not  all;  for  a  large  dish  of 
fFifffeb,  as  they  are  here  called,  that  is  to 
«ay,  a  sort  of  pancake,  made  of  wheat-flour, 
flat,  and  roasted  in  a  mould,  which  forms  a 
nuqiber  of  squares  on  the  top,  succeeded  the 
mutton.  They  were  not  more  than  half  an 
inch  thick,  and  about  the  size  of  an  octavo 

book.    The  Stiftsamptman  said   he  would 

« 

gaining  his  fiiendship^  the  master  of  the  house  eats  no- 
thing during  the  repast ;  'Ml  a  la  liberty  de  sortir  de  la 
Jourte  quand  il  le  veuti  mais  le  Convi^  ne  le  peut 
qu*  aprte  qu*ii  s'est  avoue  Taincu.** 
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be  satisfied  if  each  of  us  would  eat  two  of 
them^  and^  with  these  moderate  termsj  we 
were  forced  to  comply.  For  breads  Norway 
biscuit  and  loaves  made  of  rye>  were  served 
up ;  for  our  drink^  we  had  nothiog  but 
claret,  of  which  we  were  i^ll  compelled  to 
empty^  the  bottle  that  stood  by  us,  and  this^ 
tooj'Out  of  tumblers,  rather  than  winc^  glasses. 
It  is  Qot  the  custom  in  this  country  to  sit 
after  dinner  over  the  wine^  but  we  had,  in- 
stead of  it,  to  drink  just  as  miich  cofiee  ^ 
our  host  thought ,  proper  to  give  us.  The 
coflfee  was  certainly  extremely  good>  and^  we 
trusted  it  would  terminate  the  feast ;  but  all 
was  not  yet  over ;  for  a  huge  bowl  of  rum- 
punch  was  brought  in,  and  handed  round  in 
large  glasses  pretty  freely,  and  to  every  gla^s 
a  toiist  was  given.  If  at  any  time  we  flagged 
in  drinking,  ^^  Baron- Banks''  was  always 
the  signal  for  emptying  our  glasses,  in 
order  that  we  might  have  them  filled  with 
bumpers,  to  drink  to  hia  health ;  a  task  that 
no  Englishman  ought  to  hesitate  about  com- 
plying with  mbst  gladly,  though  assuredly^ 
if  any  exception  might  be  made  to  such  a 
rule,  it  would  be  in  an  instance  like  the 
present.    We   were   threatened   with   still 
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«iother  bowl^  after  we  should  have  driimed 
liiis;  and^  accordingly,  another  actaaUy 
ciune^'  which  we  were  with*  difficulty  allowed 
toie&Be  to  empty  entirely.;  nor  Qoiild^tbia 
be  done,  \fvA'  by  ordering  our  ^  people  •  ta;get; 
the  boat', ready  for  our  dejiarture,  ;whl»fiy 
bavingrconelulded  this  extiadrdinary  feaijt  by 
three- cups  of  tea  each,  we  topk>  our>  leatr^j[ 
and  reached  Reikevig  about  ten  o'cloqk  ;  >but 
did  not  for 'scmie  time  recofver  from  ^  the  -^t 
fects  of  this  itiost  involui^ry  intefnpeviifiGfu: 
Indeed,  we  must*  acknowledge-  w$  '^f^ 
somewhat  in  the  same  predipam^nt  as  t|ie 
gtiest  of  th^  Kamtachatd^,  of  whom  Kra- 
ehmiinnikow  farther  relates,  ^^  11  vonofi^  peor 
dant  son  r^pas  jusqa*  k  di^  £ois.:  aussi'^ri^s; 
un  featin  de  cette  nature,  loin  de  |M>uyoir 
manger  pendant  deux  ou  trois  jours,  il  iie 
sauroit  mdme  r^ardter  aucun  aliment,,  sana 
que  le  coeur  ne  lui  soul^v^"  On^  afterwarda 
relating  the  anecdote  of  the  Stiftsamptfo^'s^ 
4ixiner  to  Coimt  Tramp,  he  assured  me  'that 
he  had  partaken  of  a  similar  one  hiniself, 
..  when  he  first  went  over  to  the  island,  at 
which  time  soup  was  served  upon  the  table 
made  from  the  boiling  down  of  a  whole 
bullock.     Nor  are  Mr.  Phelps  and  myself 
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the  only  Englishmen  who  huve  fuflfered  fitmt 
the  hospitality  of  the  Greheime  Etatsroed ; 
for^  since  the  first  edition  of  this  work  was 
printed^  Ihave  had  the  honor  of  hecoming 
acquainted  with  Sir  John  Stanley,  at  whose 
table  I  once  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting^ 
Sir  Joseph  Banks  and   Mr.  Bright;    thus 
being  one  of  four  persons,  each  of  whom,  in 
the  course  of  forty  years,  had  made  a  separate 
voyage  to  Iceland ;  and  each,  too,  had  fresh 
in  his  memory  the  events  of  the  day  on 
which  he  partook  of  the  feast  of  the  same 
noble  Icelander.     I  do  not  recollect  the  ce-^ 
remony  of  the  goblet  of  wine,  which,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Bright,  took  place  when  he  and 
his  friends  were  at  Vidoe,  but  I  well  re- 
member  that  the  old  gentleman  made  us 
strike  our  tumbler-like  wine  glasses  with  our 
finger  nail,  that  we  might  convince  the  com- 
pany, by  the  vibration  of  the  glass^  that  we 
had  drunk  ofi*  the  last  drop  of  liquor.     At 
table  we  were  waited  upon  by  two  females  *, 
so  exceedingly  handsomely  dressed,  that  I 

*  As  I  had  this  day>  for  the  first  time,  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing  carefully  the  dress  of  an  Icelandic 
ladyj  which  is  different  from  that  of  other  countries,  I 
shall  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  of  describing' 
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coneluded  thejr  were  not  common  servants/ 
and  I  afterwards  understood  that  my  con* 
jectures  were  right,  and  that  it  was  always 
the  custom  for  the  ladies  of  the  house  to 


it  at  some  lengths  a  thing  I  am  the  better  able  to  do, 
since  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  bring  one  of  the  rich« 
est  in  the  island  safe  to  England  with  me,  I  have 
preserved^ .  also«  an  Icelandic  pccount  of  the  dififerent 
articles  it  is  composed  of  j  from  an  English  transla- 
tion of  which«  that  the  governor  has  been  so  good  as 
to  procure  me,  I  have  borrowed  a  great  part  of  what 
follows.  To  begin  then  with  the  Faldur,  or  head-dress  t 
thb  is  thjs  naost  singular  and  unbeeoming  part>  and  I 
feel  such  a  difficulty  in  making  my  description  of  it  in- 
telligible^ that  I  think  it  right  to  annex 
an  engraving  of  it.  The  inside  is  com* 
posed  of  a  number  of  pieces  of  paper> 
folded  into  an  oblong  shape^  and  neatly 
covered  with  two  white  linen  handker- 
chieft^  in  sueh  a  way  that,  below  the 
bottom  of  the  paper,  they  are  formed 
into  a  sort  of  cap,  that  fits  the  head, 
and  goes  on  nearly  as  &r  as  the  ears, 
which  are,  hotrever,  always  exposed, 
whSst  the  hair  is  ci^efiilly  twisted  into 
a  knot  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  and 
entirely  concealed.  From  the  top  of 
the  head  .to  the  extremity,  the  Faldur 
measures  eighteen  inches,  and,  from  a  cylindrical  shape 
below,  becomes  gradually  compressed,  till  the  upper 
part  Is  quite  flat^  and  bends  over  in  the  front  in  a  man* 
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wait  at  table  when  any  strai^ars  are  present. 
The  two  who  here  performed  this  employ- 
ment (which  is  in  this  country  by  no  means 
ecmsidered  a  menial  one)  were^  Ibe  eldest^ 

ner  tliat  somewhat  resembles  an  bsttieh  feather,  though 
sadly  inferior  to  it  in  elegance.  Its  width  at  the  top 
is  five  inches  and  a  half;  lower  down,  near  the  head, 
four  inches  and  a  half.  The  part  which  covers  the 
head  is  bound  rounds  to  keep  it  on  more  securely^ 
with  two  handsome  chequered  silk  handkerchiefii  like 
a  turban,  but  more  tight.  The  upper  part  is  stiffened 
with  numerous  rows  of  pins.  Three  gilt  silver  oma« 
i^^ts  are  ftstened  to  the  front  of  the  Faldur,  about 
mgjtkt  or  ten  inches  above  the  top  of  the  head>  of  a 
spherical  shape,  hollow,  ornamented  with  open  work# 
and  richly  embossed  3  from  these  hang  knobs  of  the 
sane  metal,  and  rings  with  leaf-like  appendages;  in 
the  centre  of  the  rii^  is  an  embossed  figure  of  the 
BlesBed  Virgin,  with  our  Saviour  in  her  arms.  The 
aeatt  urtide  I  shall  mention  is  the  UppMutur,  or 
bodice  i  which  is  made  of  fine  green  vdvet,  bound  with 
a  narrow  strip  of  gold  lace,  vrith  two  broad  bands  of  the 
same  materials,  and  of  elegant  workmanship,  in  front, 
atid  three  on  the  back ;  this  is  fikstened  before,  all  the 
way  down  the  middle,  by  means  of  six  large  clasps  of 
.  silver  gilt,  on  e^h  side  the  opening,  as  large  as  a  half 
erown,  and  finely  embossed  with  fiowers ;  and  these 
ciasps  are  rendered  more  conspicuous  by  being  fixed 
upon  a  border  of  black  velvet,  with  a  reel  edge.  Frao^ 
the  bodice  depends  a  green  petticoat  of  fine  dothj 
which  goes  over  deMeral  othsrs  of  v^a^miil.   Over  this. 
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tbe  widow  of  a  olergyman,  and^  the  younipertj 
her  daughtar^  both  of  whom  live  in  the  fa* 
mily^  and  are  maintained  by  the  liberality 
of  our   host^    who   is   himself  a  widowar. 

18  worn  another  petticoat  (FxiJ  of  fine  blue  broad«- 
doth«  whiehj  of  course^  conceah  thegreentme:  it  id 
bound  with  red  at  the  bottom,  just  above  vfaieh  i&  a 
broad  border  of  flowers  of  vairious  eok>ni^  workad  in 
tambour.  Over  the  petticoat  in  fronts  is  worn  ani^nin 
fSvynta)  made  of  the  same  mafeeriali,  omgm<mted  with 
flowers  like  the  petticoat^  and  hordered  all  round  with 
ved.  From  the  upper  part  of  ithang^  three  lasege  siher 
gilt  omamttits;  the  centre  one  qphericsdj  'thelatml 
OBfs  hemispherical }  all  hollow,  richly  ornamented  and 
embossed,  and  having  a  silv^  leaf  dependii^  ftom 
each>  which,  together  with  many  of  the  other  orim^ 
meats,  when  the  wearer  is  in  motion,  contribute  no 
little  to  making  a  jingling  noise,  like  horses  with  b^s 
attached  to  them.  Just  beneath  these  ornaments  the 
petticoat  is  fiaistened  by  mean^  of  the  Lyndi,  or  girdle, 
which  is  nearfy  five  £eet  in  length,  and  oompoeedof  a 
number  of  oblong  pieces  of  silver,  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  and  one  inch  wide,  sewed  with  the  extreaiiicf 
dose  together^  upon  a  piece  of  green  velvet,  so  that  it 
flmns  a  munber  of  jointa,  and  is  easily  bent  roud  the 
body,  and  fi»tened  with  a  buckle )  one  end  is  sufiered 
to  hai^  down  in  front  of  the  apion,  and  neaidy  readies 
the  bottom  of  it.  All  these  joints  are  gilt,  and  beau- 
tiftdly  ornamented  with  open  wotk,  and  faised  losdBs 
of  Mlvcir.  The  jacket  (Tr^aJ,  which  goesover  and 
conceals  a  part  of  tte  bMfice^  ismadeof  black 
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T^ey  were  both  handsome  in  their  peraonff/ 
and  had  beautiful  complexions.  During  the 
dinner,  a  large  ^heep,  the  finest  of  the  flock, 
was  brought  into  the  room  for  us  to  see, 

the  seams  and  bordoB  of  the  sleevca  omainented  njth 
fine  gold  laoe,  with  anoth^  stripe  of  the  same  down 
the  breast^  and  gold  embroid^  near  the  opening  in 
fix>nt,  which,  at  the  bottom,  is  never  fiatened,  bi:d;  left 
wide,  to  exhibit  the  ornaments  of  the  bodice.    The 
Kraga  is  a  stiff  and  flat  collar,  an  indiand  a  half  wide, 
completely  encircling  the  neck,  and  &stened  to  the 
npperpart  of  the  jacket^  this  is  also  embroidered  with 
gold,  and  sets  off  the  jnetty  faeeof  an  Icelandic  girl  to 
great  advantage ;  from  the  opening  in  the  sleeve  hapg 
spherical  ornaments,  called  Ermaknappa,  of  silvengOt^ 
instead  of  buttons.    The  Halttrefell  is  merely  a  piece 
of  white  linen  put  roand  the  neck,  over  which  is 
bound  the  JJaU  Siken^,  or.  neck-handkerchief,  of  pur* 
pie  silk.  Anmnd  this  the  Hois  Fati,  neck-chain,  three 
feet  and  a  half  long,  of  silver  gilt,  and  of  very  curious 
workmanship,  is  wound  three  times,  by  which  means 
it  covers  about  two  indies  in  depth  of  the  blue  silk, 
and  has  a  very  good  eflfect  upon  it  $  <mone  end  of  it  is 
festened  a  large  braodet  (NUtiJ  curiously  ornamented^ 
and  hung  round  with  the  initials  of  the  owner :  this^ 
also,  is  c^  silver  gilt.    The  stockings  (SockaJ  of  an 
Icelandic  lady  are  generally  of  daric  blue  worsted;  the 
shoes  fSAoc^  are  made  of  the  skin  of  seals  or  sheep:  an 
oUnmg  pieoeis  slit  down  two  or  three  inches  beforeand 
behind,  andsewedupsomewhajtinthefiinnctfthelbot^ 
whiehit  soon  takes  the  shape  of  by  stietduiy^  and  ia 
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Imd  Was  then  sent  on  board  our  boat  as  a 
present.  It  had  homs^  was  entirely  white^ 
and  was  covered  with  an  extremely  coarse  and 
almost  straight  long  wool^  intermixed  with 

draum  ti^t  hy  a  leather  thi>iig  roiming  along*  the  edge^ 
and  tied  over  the  fbot.  These  are  so  easily  madcj  that 
I  |mid  only  six  shilliiigs  for  a  dozen  pair.  Tim  dress 
is  applicable  only  to  unmarried  ladies  of  rank.  Tother 
wedding-dlfesa  two  rich  ornaments  are  added:  one  if 
Ihe  Kojiir,  or  fUlet,  worn  round  the  head-^iress  -,  it  is 
made  in  the  same  manner,  and  of  the  same  ntaterials^ 
as  the  girdle,  but  more  elegantly  wrought/ and  the 
joints  are  fastened  upon  gold  lace.  In  the  fix>nt  are  the 
initials  of  the  wearer  embossed,  surmounted  by  a  crown 
set  with  precious  stones.  The  other  ornament  b  the 
HerdafesH,  shoQlder-chain>  made  entirely  of  silver  gilt, 
of  considerable  weight,  and  of  most  exquisite  woric* 
manship%  This  connects  seven  circular  pieces  of  silver, 
each  as"^  laige  as  a  five-shilling  piece,  and  ornamented 
with  silver  wire,  twisted,  and  disposed  in  various 
figures.  "The  chain  is  a  douUe  one,  going  over  eadi 
shoulder,  and  is  terminated  behind  by  a  laige  sHver 
medal,  gilt,  two  inches  and  three  quarters  in  diameter, 
and  repnsenting  in  relief,  on  one  side,  the  crucifixion 
of  our  Saviour  between  the  two  thieves,- with  a  number 
of  extremely  well  defined  figures  bdow.  The  super-^ 
8Cripti«m  is  PECCATA.  NOSTRA.  IPSE.  PERTVUT. 
IN,  CORPOBE.  SVO,  SVPER.  LIGNVM.  VT.  PEC- 
CATIS.  MORTUI.  IVSTICIE.  VIVAM.  The  revewe 
represents  Abraham  about  to  oQbr  up  Ins  son  Isaac,  and 
theangelof  the  Lord  stayiiv  the  hand  already  lifted  to 
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shdPter  hairs.— On  retarnirig  to  Reikevigi 
Mr*  Jot^ensen^  who  had  entire  possession  of 
the  governmetit-hoase^  oflfered  me  ia  bed 
there^  which  I  gladly  accepted. 

sky  his  son :  the  supersciiptibn>  PATER.  MI.  EGCB« 
IGNIS.  ET.  LIGNA.  VBL  EST.  VICTIMA.  N.  DiXiT; 
ABRAHAM.  BOMINVS.  PRQVIBEBIT.  FILI   ML 

I  have  followed^  literally^  the  spelling  of  the  words: 
the  letters,  as  well  as  the  whole  medal,  are  in  excellent 
preservation.  It  is  supposed  to  have  heeHi  struck  in 
Denmark,  and  has  the  date  inscribed  upon  the  Altar^ 
1537.  The  two  ends  of  the  cham  are  connected  in  fiont 
by  a  long  transverse  piece  of  silver  gilt,  elegantly  em«* 
bossed  and  ornamented ;  from  which  is  suspended  a  laige 
cross  of  the  same  metal,  which  hangs  down  upon^the 
breast,  and  has,  in  the  centre  of  it,  a  box  Ibr  hoMing 
p^fdmes.  The  lid  of  this  box  beaiB  in  relief  the  figure 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  with  our  Saviour  in  her  arms,  and, 
on  the  under  side,  a  representation  of  God  the  Father, 
in  the  likeness  of  an  old  i£ian  in*  robes,  having  a  sort  of 
crown'  upoh  his  head :  he  is  sitting  on  a  throne,  and 
supports  with  his  hands,  between  his  knees,  our  Saviour 
upon  the  cross  j  while  the  Holy  Spirit,  like  a  dove  with 
outstretched  wings,  is  hovering  jij^n  his  head :  about 
them  are  the  words  VERA.  TRINITAS.  ET.  VNA. 
DEITAS.  Surrounding  these,  at  the  fbiir  extremities 
of  the  cross,  are  the  symbolical  representations  of  t&e 
Evangelists.  This  cross  has  been  in  a  ^imily  in  Iceland^ 
upvrards  of  five  hundred  years.  The  Kofiiir  and  Herd- 
^esti  are  laid  aside  afteT  the  wedding,  and  the  married 
kdy,  in  addition  to  the  dothes  already  described,  is 
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W^eaday^ ''     '^^  ^^  <^  attire  day  of  rain^ 
;unc  28.      ^  ^y^^  I  rumbled  ^o  fartbcr  than 

-the  beachy  where  a  vast  quantity  of  sea^ 
iweed  was  thi'own  lip^  principally  Fucus  sac^ 
charinus,  of  which  many  specimens  were 
jux  feet  long>  and  one  foot  wide.  Some  di 
the  smaller  plants  had  the  frond  spirally 
twisted  in  a  very  regular  manner  throughout 
their  whole  length;  but^  on  drying  them 
without  plressure^  the  twisted  appearance  va^ 
nished^  and  they  became  quite  straight. 

never  to  make  her  appearance  abroad  without  the 
Hempa,  an  outer  coat  or  habit,  of  black  cloth>  with 
broad  borders  of  yelvet  of  the  same  color,  fastened  aU 
the  way  down  before  from  the  chin  to  the  bottom,  by 
means  of  numerous  large  clasps  of  silVer  gilt,  and  or- 
namented with  two  large  circular  plates  of  the  same 
metal  on  the  breasts^  richly  embossed,  and  adorned 
with  little  leaves,  and  with  the  initials  of  the  wearer 
set  in  stones.  The  Uppslog  are  cufis  of  black  velvet, 
with  gold  embroidery.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
Icelandic  manufactories  do  not  afford  either  linen,  silk^ 
gold  lace,  or  broad-doth :  these  ace  Danish  produce ; 
but  all  the  other  articles  of  the  dress  are  made  in  the 
country.  Of  course,  the  ornaments  of  other  dresses  are 
not  all  exactly  like  what  I  have  here  descril>ed ;  but  vary 
according  to  the  feuicy  of  the  artist,  or  the  wearer,  and 
few  are  now  to  be  met  with  of  equal  value  with  these 
now  mentioned. 
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Thunday,     Another  completely  rainy  day  coil* 
June  29.  ^^^  ^^  witbin   doors,    or   to  tho 

town.  After  breakfast  a  present  of  Imtter 
and  Crees'  eggs  (Sterna  Hirundo)  came  from 
the  Stiftsamptman,  who  at  the  same  time, 
wished  to  know  when  I  proposed  setting  off 
upon  an  excursion  into  the  country^  that  he 
might  previously  procure  me  hors@»  and 
other  necessary  things.  Hitherto,  the  exces* 
sively  wet  weather  had  rendered  the  bc^ 
almost  impassable,  and  the  mountains  were 
still  every  where  coYered  with  snow.  I  there* 
fore  determined  tJ  wait  till  this  day  week 
before  I  started,  /it  was  proposed  that  I 
should  go  first  to  the  northern  quarter  of 
the  island,  if  the  weather  permitted,  and 
spend  some  time  in  Borgafiord,  which  is 
reputed  the  richest  and  most  fertile  district 
in  Iceland- 
Friday,  Till  to-day,  the  wind  had  been  al- 
juncso.   jjj^gj.  constantly  in  the  south-west, 

but  it  has  now  veered  about  to  the  north, 
and  promises  a  fine  and  mild  day,"compared 
to  what  we  have  yet  had.  With  an  Ice^ 
landic  lad  for  my  guide,  who  went  on  foot, 
and  frequently  faster  than  I  thought  it  pro- 


iiimt  to  Mt  on  horsdbudc  in  sueh  a  tt»Qii|r 
Mvnttj,  I  set  tHit  to  virit  tii«  pe^t  bed  of 
AneHHt  (pr6iiofiticed  Mruim),  of  lftTm>  abovA 
i^x  miles  to  the  south  of  Betkeirig.  Th^  pttt 
of  it>  whioh  I  first  tiame  up  to,  was  within  one 
or  two  imlei  of  Havnfiord^  #here  its  eoutse 
has  been  stopped  by  the  sea,  after  eirtend«> 
ing  a  length  of  twentjr^five  mil^  ftom  the 
craters/ whidi  are  supposed  to  have  ^ven 
birth  to  this  Wonderful  currents  In  some 
Iparts  of  the  way,  there  was  a  track  which  led 
Us  to  the  spot;  but  all  traces  of  this  track 
Were  lost  when  we  tMne  oil  a  small  itiorass, 
and  it  was  an  hour  before  we  reached  the 
Hraun.    At  a  little  distance,  this  hoae  mass 

its  surface  being  every  where  as  milch  broken 
and  as  uneven  as  &at  of  a  greatly  agitated 
iieB>  and  its  boundaries  very  distinctly  marked 
by  the  lighter  color  of  the  natural  rock,  or 
by  the  v^etation  which  this  latter  produces, 
whilst  the  lava  itself  is  almost  black,and  looks, 
at  a  little  distance^  as  bare  as  if  it  had  issued 
but  the  pireceding  day  from  the  crater.  On 
leaving  my  horse,  and  proceeding  on  foot, 
with  no  little  difficulty,  upon  the  Hraun,  1 
was  still  more  struck  with  the  strange  and 
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desolate  appearance  that  surrounded  me.  Tte 
Etatsroed  of  Iceland,  who  was  preseiit  at  the 
famous  eruption  of  Skaptar-Jdkul  ^,  infertnii 
me  that  the  torrents  of  lava^  whic^  he v  had 
there  an  opportunity  of  observing  rannihg 
with  a  smooth  and  even  sur&ce  whilst  in  a 
heated  and  liquid  state,  in  the  act  o£  cooling 
split  and  broke  into  innumerable  pieces^ 
many  of  which,  of  a  monstrous  4size^  were^  by 
the  expansive  force  c^  the  air  beneath>  heaved 
from  their  bed,  and  remain^  by  the  sid^  of 
the  chasm  which  they  once  filled  up.  From 
a  similar  cause,  the  whole  of  this  prodigious 
mass  is  composed  of  an  infinite  number  of 
fragments,  of  melted  rock,  of  various  siz€s^ 
some  twenty, and  thirty  feet  high,  and  K^the 
strangest  figures ;  scattered  about  an  ext^it 
of  twenty-five  miles  in  length,  and  of  from 
two  and  three  to  ten  miles  in  width,  in  the 


*  *  It  ought  to  have  heen  noticed  at  p.  6,  in  speaking 
of  the  Icelandic  mode  of  pronouncing  the  word  Jokuh 
that  a  ..term  very  similar .is>  both  as  to  spelling  and 
^pronunciation^  ^PP^^  ^  naountains  of  the  same  kia4 
in  Switzerland,  where,  according  to  Wagner,  they  are 
called  Eis-jocher,  and  that  this  word  Jocher,  in  Ade- 
Itftig's  opinion,  is  most  probably  derived  from  the  Latin 
Jugum  ".   ' 


(( 
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Wildest  dkorder  posaiUe;    In  ap^peafance^  a 
great  part  (^  this  lava  very  much  refietaibles 
the  burnt  cinders,  or  coke^  which  have  been 
used, in  drying  malt>  and. is  nearly  of  the 
same  color*   The  larger  masses  are.  generally 
quite  baTre  of  vejgetation,   but j  where  the 
smaller  pieces  :form  a  tolerably  level  sprface, 
Trichostamum  cariescens  grows  in  ^eat  al^undr 
ance,  and  reaches  to  the  length  of  a  foot,  or; 
a  foot  and  a  half,  but  is  always  barren.   Xhis, , 
in  dry  weather,  frbm  the  numerous  colorless ' 
hair*like  points  on  the  leaves^  has  almost  as; 
white  an  appearalsce  a»  snow.    Among  it  I  * 
met  with  the  Geranium  sylvaticum,  Bart'sla- 
alpina^  and  a  few  alpine,  Safiiies,  but  none  iri 
flowen    Fragatia  vesca  ^ndyRubus  sa^atUk 

w^e  eoniingintoblossQm.  JEncafyptaalpina, 
which  is  so  rare  in  our  own  country,  was  not 
uncommon  on  the  laya; 

1  •  *  .  •  - 

•         1  ■ 

Satuiday,  -^l  fine  Huige  of  luountaitis  to  the 
•'"^y  ^-  southward  of  Reikevig,  called  the 
Helgafel  mountaiiis,  had  hitherto  been  so 
completely  covered  with  snow,  that  I  knew  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  visiting  them.  As  the 
snQVr  was  now>  however,  in  a  rpeasure  melted 
away/  and  as  they  did  dot  appear  to  be  at  a 
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greater  dittttiee  than  tweline  ^t  foarteaa  wSim, 
I  resolved^  if  possible^  to  elimb  some  part  of 
them  ttnday^  and  aooordingly  set  off  on  Ibot^ 
and  withont  a  guide^  early  in  the  morning 
for  that  purpose.  Bnt^  after  going  in  as  diiMt 
a  line  towards  the  nearest  point  of  them^  l^ 
the  compass,  as  the  nature  of  the  country 
would  permit,  at  six  o'ctock  in  the  evening, 
I  found  myself,  apparently,  as  far  from  the 
object  of  my  walk  as  when  I  first  set  out. 
This  delusion,  I  apprehended,  Vras  owitog  to 
the  extensive  valley  that  I  entered  yesterday, 
through  which  the  lava  had  madQ  its  course, 
which  was  Concealed  by  intervening  hills 
from  the  view  of  a  person  looking  towards  it 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Reikevig.  Except 
for  the  first  three  or  four  miles,  the  rest  of  my 
walk  was  entirely  over  the  Hraun;  and  a 
more  toilsome  excursion  can  hardly  be  conh* 
ceived :  it  seemed  to  be  rendered  doubly  so, 
by  my  being  obliged  to  return  without* 
reaching  the  mountains.  The  immense  quan- 
tity of  Trichastomtmi,  which  covered  a  great 
part  of  the  lava,  and  filled  Up  the  interstioea 
of  it,  only  renctered  walking  among  it  bkm« 
difiicult;  for  it  was  impossible  to  see  where 
it  concealed  a  deep  hole  or  a  piece  of  lam^ 


wjiidi  would  g^e  wty  under  my  feet;  and 
coosequetitlj^  I  was  frequently,  precipitated 
Up<»i  die  AiMp  edges  of  tbd  rodk.  The  worit 
of  all  waft^  that  I  could  not  well  have  choaen 
a  toOrebarreii  spot  for  plants^  in  so  long  a 
ramUe;  though  I  met  with  one  species  that 
delighted  me  much^  and  made  me  for  a  time 
foiget  the  fatigue:  this  was  Andromeda  hgf/h 
fi0ides  *,  which  I  found  just  in  flower^  on  the 
north  side  of  a  huge  masft  of  kva,  and  only 
th^re.  Khodiola  rp^ea  was  tolerably  plentiful 
on  the  Hraun^  but  scarcely  in  flower*  I  also 
jQ^et  with  Lj/copodium  anmtinum  and  Conos- 
tomum  horecUe.  Jn  boggy  grounds^  l^ore  I 
arrived  at  the  Hraun^  I  found  Orchis  hyfer-- 
hprea^  the  scent  of  which  is  very  pleasant^ 

*  Besides  the  beauty  of  the  colpr  of  the  flowen  of 
this  plants  which  particularly  attracted  the  attention 
of  Linnaeus^  during  the  course  of  his  travels  in  Lap- 
land, and  induced  him  to  say^  that,  ''  florens  minim 
in  modom  jucoadissimo  floonttn  suorum  colore  specta- 
torem  aUicit,"  it  struck  ma  no  less  forcibly  by  the 
singular  elegance  of  its  form  and  general  appearance. 
The  delicate  tint  of  the  flowers  was  here  finely  con- 
trasted with  the  uniform' blackness  of  the  lava.  Its 
barren  shoota,  as  is  observed  by  lannsus,  exactly  re- 
iiemble  those  of  a  moss,  or  of  a  small  Lficopydium, 
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and  Erwpkarum  {dpirium.  On  my  return^  I 
remarjted  on  the  opposite  aide  of  a  large  lake, 
a  small  conical  hill,  of  a  red  color,  lookii^  al- 
most as  if  it  were  then  in  a  state  of  fusion.  It 
appeared  to  me,  that;  to  arrive  at  this,  I  had 
only  to  go  round  the  east  end  of  the  lake,  in- 
stead of  the  west,  and  that,  by  so  doing,  I  coald 
come  into  my  old  track  again;  but,  after  walk- 
'ing  a  great  deal  out  of  my  way  to  reach  the 
east  end,  I  met  with  a  deep  and  rapid  torreirt:, 
which  emptied  itself  into  the  lake,  and,  to  my 
great  disappointment,  impeded  my  farther 
progress.  To  recompence  me.,  I  foiind  grow- 
ing in  this  torrent  a  prant>  which  I  recollected 
having  seen  in  Mr.  Turner's  collection,  un<ter 
the  name  of  Rivularia  cylindrica  6f  Wahkn- 
berg,  who  gathered  it  in  Lapland,  but  has  not, 
I  believe,  yet  published  it:  it  grew  here 
seven  or  eight  inches  long,  and  was  attached 
by  a  small  expanded  djsk  to  the  rocks  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stream.  Although  now  not 
more  than  half  a  mile  from  this  little  red 
hill,  I  was  compelled  to  turji  back,  s^nd,  after 
getting  round  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  I 
hastened  to  my  hoiqe,  whiph  {  reaclifd  at 
twelve  o'clock. 
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Sunaay.  I'h^®  moroiogMr.  Phdps,  Mr.  Sa* 
Jwjy  ^*  Tigniac,  and  myself^  went  in  a  boat 
to' the  Lax  Elbe^  or  Salmon  RiVer,  a  small 
stream  that.  Ssdk  idto  Aeikevig  Bsiy,  about 
six  miles  east  of  die  town,  thus  called^  on 
Account  of  the  quantity  of  that  fish  tliat 
iicquent  it.  Mr.  Phelps'  object  was  to  look 
at  a  water-mill,  which,  he  understood,  had 
been  erected  near  the  mouth  of  it;  but  of 
whieh  we  found  little  more  than  the  skeleton; 
for  the  Danes,  who  had  planned  it,  never 
fintshed  the  execution  of  it.  '  During  the 
voyi^e,  we  were  amused  With  the  number 
of  eider*fowl  that  were  swimmixig  about  in 
all  directions,  with  their  young,  and  we  also 
>aw  several  Swans  and  Mergansers  (Mei^u$ 
s^raiarjy  besides  many  black  Guillemots 
(Cabfmbus  Troilejf  and  abundance  of  sisals 
w^re  XK>ntinually  playing  within  the  reach 
oCgun^shot  from  our  boat.  Near  the  mill, 
a  ctasqway  of  stones  had  been  formed  across 
the  river^  with  three  openings,  in  which  were 
boxes  for  catching  the  salmon  as  they  return 
down  the  river  from  spawning.  Twenty 
were  taken  by  these  means  in  one  night, 
and  so  plentiful  were  they  in  a  pool  a  little 
betpw  this  spot,  that  in  a  few  minutes  ot)Q 
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af  our  be^tinen  caugirt  %ix,  by  strikitig  % 
pole^  with   tHrea  bafbdk  points^  at  them, 
Thfee  or  fimr  others  aiho  weie  ewght,  by 
the  mao  kaniiig  over  the  bunk,  and  kiddeidy 
mzittg themnvith hia haods,   Oawefegronndjr 
near  the  miil,  Sf^laeknum  Mm/ndlueeum  aiul 
J^mhautma  foti/om  were  not  uncommon*    As 
9oon  aa  we  reached  Reikmg  in  the  evvning, 
we  were  informed  that  several  persons  ba4 
caHed  en  Mr«  Savigniac,  to  say^  that  a.  eon* 
apivacy  waa  k^  agitation  amongst  the  lo&r 
landers,  who  intended  to  surround  0ie  gofem^ 
ment^hottse,  and,  after  having  seeur^d  such 
persons  as  were  in  it,  to  tnke  p<»ses3ioii  of 
the   Margaret,  and   Anne    by   surprise,   as 
^^  understood  the  erav^  consisted  oiily  of 
twenty-seven  men.    This  tale  appeared,  at 
first,  toa  iinppobable  to  deserve  attention ; 
but,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Etatsroed  on  pur^ 
pose  to  inlbrm  us  that  he  had-  received  an 
oi^  ftoiii  ^hy  Icelanders  to  join  him,  if  he 
would  rais^  Ijie  same  number,  and-  seize  upon 
our  vessel,  it  seeiii^  qecesisary  to  take  active 
Hieasuves  and  put  a  stop  to  this  projected*  in^ 
surreetion.  .Vcordingly,  Mr.  Jorgensen,  whe 
had  previously  placed:  arms  in  the  hands  of 
pighir  natives^  and  formed  them^  into  a^  sort  of 
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troq)A  set  off  with  Im  soldier  <£«r  Am  hgmm 
of  Assessor  Einera^^  wbo  wat  mxffpmed  to  be 
one  of  the  chkf  movers  of  dfter  conspiracjr. 
A  borse  wg&  tak<m  for  bim^  vftm  wbidi  lie 
mm  placaij^  9mA,  gusdrded  b^  Jorgcmea  wad 
his  cwalry^  was  marehed^  or  rather  pUopod^ 
lata  the  Umn^  and  confined  for  a  few  da|ri 
in  the  ^w^nm^siik^bottse. 

uoadvr*  Three  daya  of  toAerablj  i^ne  w€»« 
■^^^  ^'  tfier  vwte  fiblloiived  by  one  of  ahnost 
0caitmued  rain^  aad^  indeed^  it  was  faardty 
possibb  to  (Biiv  abroad  the  wbole  week^  on 
Tooday,  accQiiiit  ef  the  wett  J  rode,  how^ 
July  4^-  ^er,  one  fnormiigii  ta  tbe  hot* 
ffuniiig,  wbese  I  found  a,  tent  pifcdwd,  said  as 
many  icelaodic  women  and  girk  sa  ik  oouM 
possibly  bold,  sfaetteving  thcmselyea  in  it  fiom 
the  wci^ther.  They  had  come  with  their 
linen,  wbicb  was  brought  on  horses  from 
the  town,  to  the  bQft-i^ng,^  where  all  the 
clothes  of  the  p^ple,  finr  mai^  miles  found, 
ate  washed*  Some  of  tbeqi  bad  a  few 
little  misetable  potatoes>t^  not  so  lai ge  aa  a 

*  Th^se  potatoes,  the  growth,  of  Iceland,  and  the 
best  the  island  aflforded  this  year,    were  not  only 
.wretchedly  small,  but  very  badj  not  being  mealy 
Withiti;  but  ttaJJot  d  yelbwish  tasteless  muci&ge. 
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fiill-aized  walnat,  winch  tbey  were  eockmg 
in.  the  spring  for  their  cbnner^  and  which 
they  o&reif  me.  I  had  carried  with  me 
8C»ne  eider-ducks'  eggs,  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  how  Iong.it  would  take  to  boil  them 
hard,  and  I  found  they  required  ten  mi- 
nutes^ whilst  lying  in  a  part  of  the  water 
where  the  thermometer  rose  to  200^. 

Saturday,  After  a  stormy  night  of  wind  and 
^^^y  ^'  rain,  the  weather  cleared  up  about  nine 
o'clock,  mid,  being  furnished  with  horses, 
tents,  &C.J  and  a  guide,  by  the  ^iftsampt-- 
inan,  I  set  out  for  the  Geysers,  which  I 
proposed  visiting  before  I  went  into  Borga- 
fiord.  This  I  was  the  more  anxious,  to  do, 
as  it  seemed  probable,  from,  the  many  un->- 
locky.  events  which  happened,  and  were 
inimical  to  the  trading  between  the  Iceland- 
tra  and  the  English,  that  we  should  not 
make  any  long  stay,  and  Mr.  Phelps  was 
very  particular  in  desiring  me  to  come  back 
at  the  expiration  of  a  fortnight  at  latest, 
lest  the  vessel  should  be  ready  for  sea ;  for 
that  there  was  no  prospect  of  my  getting  to 
England  this  year,-  if  I  did  not  return  with 
the  Margaret  and  Anne ;  since  the  Flora, 
a  ship  of  Mr.  Phelps',  whose  arrival  he  ex- 
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pected  soon  aflter   our  own^  was   not  yet 
cdme/and  no  other  Britbh  vessel  was  ex^ 
pected.    .  Thfee   horses  *  were  loaded  'with 
tents^  {m> visions,  &c.,  and  a  fourth  was  •$, 
relay.    These  were  fastened  to  *  each  other 
in  a  line,  by  a  rope  of  twisted  horse^hair, 
tied  at  one  end  to  the  tail  of  the  first  horse, 
and,  at  the  other,  to  the  under  jaw  of  that 
< which  was  next  to  it ;  and  so  on  with  the  rest* 
.My  guide  rode  before,  holding  a  line,  hat'- 
ened  to  the   mouth  of  the   first  luggage- 
horse,  so  that  they  all  followed  exactly  the 
same  track,  and,  so  accustomed  are  these 
horses  to  this' mode  of  travelling,  that,  even 
.when  they  are  not  tied,  they  will  still  keep 
following  each  other,  to  the  great  annojranee 
of  any  person  who  n^ay  happoi  to  be  riding 
iliem,  ahd  may  wish  to  go  a  little  fester 
than  the  rest,  or  to  leave  the  regol^  line. 
A  man  from  the  ship,  of  the  nanie  of  Jacob, 
who,  althou^  a  GeroKM^  by  birth,  under- 
stckxl  sufiicient  of  Danish  to  act  as  intap- 
preter  between  me  and  an  Icelander,  who 
spoke  that  language,  rode  a  jsixdi  horse,  and 
I  a  seventh;  yet,  even  these,  numerous  as 
they  may  appeu*  for  one  person,  were  found 
pot  sufiicieiM:  for  our  journey.    There  is. 


98  JouBKxr  to  rax  Msmu. 

for  aome  distanoe  firom  Ralorrig,  a  rait  of 
beaten  way>  along  whidi  we  went  witfi 
greater  ease  than  I  had  expected.  Befine 
w^  anriyed  at  the  doors  of  Ae  first  house  we 
met  vriih,  the  inhabitants  came  out  to  oAbt 
us  sour  wh^  and  milk^  in  large  wooden 
bowls^  carved  with  no  other  instrumacit  than 
a  knife  from  birch-wood^  and  eovered  with 
a  lid^  on  whii^,  and  sometimes  on  the  two 
mn,  at«  eut  leaves  and  other  ornaments. 
They  bold  about  a  [nnt  and  a  half^  and  Me 
used  by  all  the  natives  to  carry  their  butter^ 
when  they  go  upon  a  journey,  as  well  as  to 
drink  their  whey  and  milk  out  of,*  when  at 
-home.  These  good  people  were  examiningy 
wilii  great  attention,  a  pistol,  which  Jacob 
bad  slung  at  his  girdle,  and  which  they  were 
very  anxious  to  know  the  use  of;  but  this 
it  was  not  so  easy  to  explain  to  them,  nor 
would  it  have  been  prudent  in  our  present 
situation,  when  we  might  be  called  upon  to 
make  use  of  it  in  our  own  defence,  against 
diese  v^  persons,  whose  ignorance  was  oar 
surest  protection. .  From  this  {^ce,  wfaii^  I 
understood  was  named  Kirkat,  and  wfaieb  Idy 
due  east  from  Reikevig,  we  took  nearly  a 
northerly  course,  in  our  way  to  the  head  of 


ThingeviUe^valii,  or  Ae  Like  of  Tbingt^ 
valk.  The  weather  wts  m  nuiiy  and  tiiidc, 
that  we  acarcety  saw  any  thing  of  the  eonn^t 
try,  tUl  we  arriTvd  at  the  base  of  the  moun* 
tain,  SkouW'-iiel,  whoae  three  loBsf  and 
oone>*shaped  summits  are  plainly  seen  from 
Rdkeftig,  and  by  far  exceed  in  height  any 
of  iJte  ndghborti^  hills.  At  the  foot  of 
this  fneuntain,  a  deep  and  narrow  chasm 
eaugirt  onr  attention,  which  seemed  as  if  it 
had  been  formed  by  some  violent  convulsion 
of  nature,  and  continued  for  sonse  way  by 
the  side  of  our  raad.  Near  it,  I  dso  re-^ 
matlced  the  perpendicular  side  c^  a  hill^ 
composed  of  basaltic  columns,  jointed  here 
and  there,  like  those  in  Stafia,  bul  not  more 
than  eight  on  ten  im^hes  in  diameter,  aiMl 
less  regularly  columnar.  FVom  this  pla«», 
till  we  got  te  the  banks  of  the  Lake  of 
Hiingevalle,  nothing  interesting  bccaited. 
Hie  country,  through  which  we  passed,  con*- 
flisted  eitiier  of  a  dreary  moor,  over  whidi 
large  masses  of  rock  were  every  where  sin- 
tered, or  of  a  disagreeaUe  m<»a»,  into 
which  onr  horses  not  unfirequently  sunk  up 
to  their  bellies.  In  one  of  these  morasi^s,  I 
passed  a  woman,  driving  a  horse,  loaded  widi 
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the  trunk  of  ^  tree^  Which  had .  been  dag  u{f 
close  by:  it  was  solai^  as  to  appear  nearl3r; 
as  g«eat  a  Imrthen  as  the  beast  could  well, 
walk  under^  and  was^  probably,  five  or  six 
feet  long^  and  nearly  a  foot  in  diameter. 
I  do  not  recollect  meeting  witili  any  remark-, 
able  plants,  difierent  ffom  those  I  had  b^re 
seen  about  Reikevig^  except  an  Orchis^  with 
a  singularly  infiated  and  semf-traiisparent 
nectarium,  of  which  I  could  find  no  descrip- 
tion in  the  Fhra  Scandmaviw.  Several  sorts 
of  dwarf  willows  were  common,  as  wdlias 
Bartsia  alpika^  Geranium  sylvatkum,:v0E^ 
Coruostomuni'  horeak.  When  we  reaciied. 
about  half  way  of  our  day's  journ^,  we 
stopped  bflif  an  hour  to  bait  our  horses,  afnd; 
arrived  at  Heiderbag,  where  we  propoi^d  to* 
remain  the  night,  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'elocky  The  priest  Egclosen,  at  whdse 
house  I  called  to  deliver  a. letter  from  the 
Stiftoamptmaii,  rose  from  bed,  ,and  assisted 
us  to  fix  our  tents,  and  unload  the  horses  ^ 
but  the  heavy  rain  had  wetted  almost  evary 
tiling,,  so  that  we  passed  but  an  uncomfort^ 
able  night,  lying  in  our  damp  clothes,  and 
on  the  moist  and  si^vitmpy  ground,  where 
our  tents  were  pitched.  -      \  \ 
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Sunday,  Earfy  this  morning,  the  priest 
^"*y  ^-  came' to  invite  us  to  break&st  ai  his 
house^  which  I  readily  agreed  to^  taking  irith 
me  tea,  cofiee,  and  other  provisions ;  a  pre-^ 
.caution  absolutely  necessary,  for  his  house 
would  afibrd  nothing  but  milk,  skiur,  butter, 
and  fish.  I  was  even  obliged  to  send  back 
to  my  tent  for  a  kettle  to  boil  the  cofiee  in. 
The  dnly  part  of  the  house  to  which  we 
were  admitted  was  that  in  which  the  fisiiy 

tallow,  wool,  milk,  &c.,  were  kept;  for  this^ 

• 

being  the  best  part  of  an  Icelandic  building, 
IS  uBed  for  the  reception  of  strangers*  It 
had  walls  of  alternate  layers  of  turf  and 
stone,  withont  either  cement  td  unite  th^m, 
or  jdaister  to  conceal  their  nakedness,  and 
the  floor  was  the   bare  earth.     One  chait" 

N, 

Was  all  our  host  could  furnish,  and,  indeed, 
there  would  not  have  been  room  for  more, 
so  completely  was  the  place  lumbered  up 
with  old  chests,  old  clothes,  &c.  What  little 
provision  there  was  in  the  house  was  ifnost 
willingly  offered,  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
I  could  prevent  him  from  killing  a  lamb,  to 
entertain  us  better.  This  man  had  been  se- 
cretary to  the  Stiftsamptman,  who  had,  pro-i 
cured  for  him   the  curacy  of'  Thingevall^ 
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{Ihieutt  beiiig  no  church  tt  Heidef biig)^  which 
would  be  the  meant  of  his  ultimately  ob^ 
taining  a  more  lucrative  situation.  At  pre^ 
sent,  his  income  is  eKtremely  dairow,  being 
only  six  rix«dollars  a  quarter  (twenty-four 
shillings)  from  government,  but  the  marriage 
and  burial  fees  amount  to  something  more ; 
the  former  ceremony,  I  think>  is  perfoitned 
for  two  marks  i  in  addition  to  that,  he  has 
a  house  to  live  in  free  of  expence,  and  some 
glebe,  whidi  enables  him  to  keep  five  cows^ 
and  twenty*eight  sheep.  Three  miserable 
cottages^  also,  stand  upon  his  glebe,  for  one 
of  which  he  receives  four  dollars,  for  anodief 
three,  and  fot  a  third  two  dollars  per  annum4 
The  chief  employment  of  the  female  part  o^ 
his  family,  besides  knitting,  is  making  but* 
ta*,  skiur,  and  sour  whey^  which  ednstitttte 
almost  their  only  food.  In  the  winta*^  if  the 
weather  is  very  severe,  the  priest  is  obliged 
to  kill  some  of  his  cows  and  sheep,  for  want 
of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  hay,  and  in  such 
eases,  only,  can  they  afford  to  live  upon 
flesh*  After  breakfast  the  priest  visited  his 
nets  in  the  lake,  which  had  bero  set  for  the 
first  time  for  catching  a  fish^  wbi^  the 
Danes  call  Fiurelks,  and  whicfat  is  alliod  to 
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oui*  CSiar^  bnt^  I  tliinlc^  quite  distinct  .  AU 
though  I  compared  it  accurately  with  the 
descriptions  of  the  various  species  of  SkUmo 
in  ShaiViS  Zoology,  which  I  bad  with  me^  I 
could  not  find  that  it  agreed  with  any  of 
them*  Only  one  was  caught^  which  we 
cooked,  and  found  very  delicious  *.  At 
noon  oUr .  friend  was  obliged  to  take  leave  of 
us,  as  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  setting 
off  for  Reikeyig,  where  he  wis  to  preach  a 
sermon  before  the  bishop  on  the  following 
(Monday)  morning.  He  assured  us,  how- 
ever, as  there  was  every  appearance  of  a 
continuance  of  the  rain,  which  fell  in  tor« 
rents  the  whole  day,  and  of  our  being  con* 
sequently  detained,  that  he  would,  if  pos- 
sible, be  home  the  following  day,  that  he 
might  accompany  us  to  Thingevalle,  where 
his.  principal,  as  he  called  him,  lived,  and 
would  receive  us  kindly.  We  hardly  ex- 
pected to  see  him  return  at  the  time  ap^ 

*  The  season  ofthe  year  in  which  the  l^e/fetabooiul 
in  Lake  Thingevalle  was  now  approaching:  about  the 
S9th  of  July  they  are  caught  in  the  greatest,  plenty^ 
and  of  a  large  size^  some  of  them  weighing  from  ten 
to  fifteen  pounds. 

VOL,  I.  H 
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pblnte^t  ftiv,  in  whlitiiiMi  lb liift «lmk ^ttiglrtt; 
hii  kttne  ioA  ■tO'  <:aMy  two  htgi  oheMi^ 
MnHiinilig  Mltoit,  <(«ol)  said  M>itf«eA  stoddU 
ihgft,  which  tMttle ^tb  te  batterM  for  iroa  4iid 
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i^day,  A  i*)tlJb  tetter 'xmidiel*  this  tiukmb 
'u(y  ff  tug  iHfiduded  lab  «6  pkit  oilr  luggdge 
wt  itf  the  tehto  to  diy  V  bQt  (A^s  vms  ^bticety 
doiK^  tvteii  it  h&gm  to  win^  fttid  tdhtinuM 
to  ifo  wk^  whhmit  iiltai*Qii^9idn>  4iie  yAnM 
chrp'i  We  wwe  not  ^en  abte  «6  li^  a  fli%^ 
but  M«re  oM^giri  to  «fend  «ur  pH^visions  to 
tte  piHeM'lb  hou^,  wMth  ^as  fuH  &  ifMirter 

«f  «  ttote  bff,  to  fee  c<k>k6Ql. 

* 

J}#*i.'  i^jn^  ftt^j^ut  teh  o'ctodt  the  iv^alther 
MMred )« p^  auAy  wMi  the  eift^eption  df  a  fe# 
sImtii^^  Wa»  Une  Yhitittj^  Dhe  remainl^f  *0f 
ttii^  dti^.    A  lighter  Mm^^bepe  notr  fMr^^ 

mitted  us  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  neigh* 
fcWrtttg  ucfeftefry;  anA  HJife  <irrt  thfeg  that 
drew  our  attehtioii  was  the  iininense  t^kk 
olf  Thingevatle  just  before  us^  and- seeming 
as   if  placed    there    by   enchaatiHeat^ .  a^^ 


AAMt^  nlmMt  at  oai*  feet,  me  had  UitlKerte 
dift^  n(>thiiig  <^  'n;  exempt  tkm  iiiargiti%  It 
ifr  ridkaned  fifteen  tniies  long,  «tid  ftom  ftvt 
to  t^i^lve  miles  widtft.  Near  the  middle  rite 
tir^^e  black  iMnlat:^  roeks,  of  consider*-. 
fitMe  iMM  ^nd' height;  tbt  hutgeA  called 
ifetid^y-y  ^nd  the  smaller  onie  N«te^,  vepam, 
both  Whii!b,'  th#iHiai]d«  of  the  BlaekUwaefcel 
6ilHi' fLort^  marinus  L.  Svart  BAkr^  Id.) 
antmall^  t«ar  ^ir  youog.  North  and  south 
of  this  lakey  ti^re  some  gratid  ragged  momi* 
tein6^  but  at  a  considerable  dkstsmoe  from  the 
jpl^a  in  which  we  were,  and  mostly  <x)vered 
iltHhfenow.  Whilst  We  wier«  looking  at  ^ib 
Mfagiiificentty  wild  scenery,  the  priest  eame 
doitn  to  tSf  havii^  returned  late  the  mght 
\aibfytey  afte^  *a  joum^  of  two  days  on  faoi«e-> 
%S(ck  rn  incessant  rain>  during  which  time 
1^  did  ti^  once  chai^ge  his  dothes  i  not  even 
wh^'he  had  lo  preach  before  the  bishop. 
We  no^y  proposed  taking  a  walk  by  the  eide 
of  tl^  lake,  and  setting  off  on  ou4r  joumej^ 
early  in  the  ^afternoon.  The  margin  we  fbufld 
ei^ery  where  flat,  and  the  water  appearei^ 
cxftrettiely  nhallow  for  a  ^^ensidei^e  w«f 
iifitW  IJhe  lal^^  but  it  is  by  «Mr  means  a» 


.towards  the  middle^  where,  in  some  plaMt^ 
the  natives  cannot  fathom  the  depth.  The 
jhores  ahd  the  bottom,  as  far  inito  th^  lake 
as  we.  could  «ee,  were  formed  of  small  black 
fragments  of  rock,  es!cept  that  in  a  few  {daces, 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  edge,  there  are 
some  entire  and  romantic  masses,  on  which 
I  found  several  mosses  that  I  had  nbt  before 
met  with  in  Iceland :  some  of  them,  indeed, 
were  quite  new  to  me.  A  beautiful  LepideUs 
with  a  white  and  powdery  crust;  >nd'  red 
shields  with  an  elevated  margin,  grew  :m 
small  patches  upon  so  hard  a  substance,  that 
I  was  not  able  to  procure  the  smallest  pieces 
In  the  lake  was  abundance  of  Rivularia 
cjflindrica.  At  four  o'clock'  we  set ,  out, 
accompanied  by  the  son  of  the  priest  of 
Thingevalle  and  by  the  priest  Egclosen,  for 
Tbingevalle,  which  was  only  at  the  opposite 
side  of  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  not  more 
than  five  or  six  miles  distant;  yet,  owing' to 
the  badness  of  the  road,  and  to  our  stopping 
to  look  about  us,  it  was  eight  o^clock  before 
we  reached  it.  Nearly  our  whole  ride  lay 
along  the  shores  of  the  lake,  which  are  coniT 
posedjentirely  of  small  broken  pieces  of  lami 
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ill  many,  places  nearly  as  fine  as  sand^  and 
Us .  fiitigning  to  the  horses  as  sand  itsielf 
KKfovld  have  been.  Among  this,  wherever  the 
nnonerous  streamlets,  which  ran  into  the  lake^ 
had  deposited  a  small  quantity  of  soil,  the 
bright  yellow  green  of  Bartramia  fontana^ 
and  the  pink-colored  flowers  of  Sedum  vU^ 
losum,  were  finely  contrasted  with  the  black* 
ne89  of  the  ground.  In  some  places,  at  a 
al^ort  distance  from  thei  shore,  such  of  the 
rock,  asi  had  been  melted  was  in  an  entire 
state,  and  marked  on  the  surface  all  over 
with  numerous  elevated  semicular  lines,  iii 
a  Planner  not  unlike  the  shell  of  an  oyster  *, 
if  such  a  comparison  may  be  allowed.  We 
passed  a  tolerably  wide  stream,  just  below 
a  cascade  of  considerable  size,  which  re- 
minded,  me  of  the  upper  fall  of  the  Clyde; 
but  there  were  no  trees,  and  scarcely  a  blade 
.  flf  grass,  to  clothe  the  surrounding  rocks. 
.Having  reached  the  north-eastern  extremity 
of  the  lake,  our  guide  told   us  we  were 

m 

.  ^  As  a  figure  will  give  a  better  idea  of  this  appear^ 
anee  than  words  can  possibly  do^  I  will  beg  to  refer^  for 
an  excellent  representation  of  this  kind  of  unbroken 
iara^  to  plate  35  of  Borf  de  St 4  Uneeni:  Foifage  dans 
.k$  quatre  principaUi  hUi  de$  men  d^Afnque. 
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(Dooniiig  to  iiie  pass  of  Almannegiaaj  ^idi 
I  had  heard  much  of^  a»  one  of  the  grettert 
mHcmties  in  Icehmd..  We  already  found 
the  ground  broken  into  a  number  of  great 
openings,  of  various  length  and  width ;  some 
w  deep,  that  the  darkness  prevent0d  our 
seeing  the  bottom,  wUdi  in  others  was  coo^ 
oealed  by  ice  and  snow.  On  a  sudden  we 
came  to  the  brink  of  a  frightful  precipice, 
doMrn  which  we  looked  into  Almann^aa,  a 
monstrous  chasm,  extending  almost  as  fiir  as 
we  could  see,  in  a  direct  li^  neatly  east 
and  west:  through  this  our  road  toy*  A 
smaller  opening  branches  off  in  a  soath««ast 
direction,  and,  a  great  nismber  ol  laige 
pieces  of  rock  having  fallen  into  it,  the  na- 
tives, without  any  assistance  from  art,  make 
it  serve  as  an  entrance  to  ^e  other.  -Here, 
hoWe^r,  we  were  obliged  to  have  all  the  h^ 
gage,  even  the  saddles,  taken  off  our  steed?, 
and  canied  on  the  shoulders  of  oar  people. 
The  horses  were  then  driven  down  between 
the  great  stones  which  composed  the  descent. 
A  more  rugged  pass*  can  hardty  be  con- 

*v'^  Ce  diemin  «bI  aiisst  dtfigei^ust  que  difficile;  il 
y  a  une  i|»fim^  di»  dflgi^  ^iUA  dans  le  mo,  pat  otifas 


cf^jv^.  A&  y/fi  4e»QeR4fl4  liy  ^liis  fm^  1^)^ 
i^fi^f^^  stwfl^sq,  the  si4e%  wlaicli  wfF^  pwi^ 
ppo^iwJffA  *^?»R|€r  PTOpprtifi«%bly  hjf^^ 
tm,  win4i«|g  rQHp4  fiCH9«  h«gS  ^501^  Jimw 

t^p4kig  a^i  far  «|  i/fff  w»W  «pp,  9#Qr4?4.  ^ 
Wfpci^pt^  tljPMgfl  VfA  a  Y«ry  Ip^qri^t,  pa|o 
\(^  fpr  our  hor»^ ;  9lW  Aw  dieitff Dft^n?^  Wft 
to  bftw  our  tente  ft](:^fl  hf r^  that;  M^e  ffigbl 

fpvp^  id^  pf  th^  ich^pgi^pby  fif  ivi^ich  i 
^Vfr  er|deavp^f;4  to  convey  by  w^agg  «f  ^b§ 
9Q9ei(^  ^Qgi^ving,  whK;hi  howievei?*  r^pt^t 
jient^  i^  9P  iioperfi^tly  tbat  I  omitti^d  it  'm 
^  tbe  fir§t  edition  of  tbi^  Tqhf,  »pd  »n)  fearful 
my  r^s^ders  may  thinly  I  niight  a3  vffM  hilars 
^/tfliq  #a  }R  \\\^  presj^Qt*  On  tb^  I^t^pf  tb« 
^rf^noe  to  ijay  te»t,  roi^e  9  perp^,4iPttl» 

hpinmes  grimpent^  et  mbnent  leurs  chevaux>  qui  mon- 
tent  oes  degr6s,  en  feisant  des  sauts.qui  he  fes  avancent 
pas  l;pu|purs/'-r^Pof7i»28eo  and  Olafien,  i  863.W  pire* 
lume^  by  tbe  word  tallies,  Messrs.  Povelsen  and  Ola&en 
do  not  me^n  to  imply  cut  hu  art ;  for  I  certainly  opvild 
ngt  perceive  that  any  artifiplal  m^ans  b^d  b^  eoir 
ploy^^  Ivor  could  they  haye  beep  so  to  adv^jt^ge». 

lvitbQutj»^ire  pa^¥«tfi4  ^8^l\^  t^Wt|>^  :(ic49fid^i^^p^ 
possessed  of.  ,      ^ 
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wall^  above  an  hundred  feet  in  height^  bladc^ 
and   craggy^  with   here  and  there  a  little 
vegetation,  and  a  stunted  birch,  which  took 
root  among  the  ledges  of  the  rock :  it  wks 
on  the  lofty  summit  of  this  that  bur  priest 
told  us  criminals  used  to  be  executed  * :  on 
the  opposite  side,  and  at  about  the  distance 
of  twenty  yards,  rose  aniother  wall,  equally 
perpendicular,  and   more  craggy,   but  not 
half  the  height  of  the  former,  yet,  probably, 
ill  consequence  of  its  being  less  exposed  to 
the  rays  of  the  sun,  covered  with  a  more 
abundant    vegetation,    especially    of    moss 
(Trichostomum  canescens)  and  Saxifrages : 
about  a  hundred  yards  from  us  in  front,  a 
little  bend,  in  the  direction  of  the  chasm,  • 
appeared  to  shut  us  in  by  a  lofty  precipice : 
behind  us  was  the  pass  or  entrance  to  the 
chasm,  which  I  have  just  described,  and  by 
the  side  of  it  a  continuation  to  the  souths 
ward  of  the  high  walls  of  the  chasm ;  but 
the  passage  was  almost  choaked  up  by  a 

*  On  looking  into  the  French  edition  of  PoveUen  and 
Olafsen's  Travels,  I  find  the  above  place  mentioned  as 
*'  la  roche  escarps  d^oti  I'on  pr^cipitait  jadis,  dans  le 
Mcher»-  les  victimes  condamn^es  k  ^tre  brC^l^es  pour 
trims  de  sorcelerie,  **    Tmn.  r.  p,  3^. 
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Tftst  number  of  loose  pieces  of  fock^  whfdi 
bad  fallen  from  the  precipices  above.  Hdtr- 
^ver^  we  bad  now  no  time  to  examine  the 
place  more ;  for  it  was  necessary  to  pay  oitr 
respects  to  the  priest  of  Thingevalle^  who 
lived  scai^cely  a  mile  from  the  place.  We 
therefore  left  our  luggage  and  tents  in  charge 
of  the  guides^  and,  going  northward  in  the 
chasm^  came  to  a  little  opening  oh  the  east 
side^  through  which  we  had  to  pass.'  Having 
reached  this,  we  looked  dowh  into  an  immense 
plain,  which  was  every  where  intersected  by 
rents  in  the  earth,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  crossing  each  other  in  various  direc* 
tions,  though  most  of  them  were  torn  from 
north  to  south :  three  in  particular  seemed 
to  extend,  in  uninterrupted  lines,  the  vvhole 
width  of  the  plain,  and  were  terminated  on 
one  side  by  the  lake  Thingevalle.  Imme- 
diately below  us  was  the  river  Oxeraa,  and, 
just  on  the  other  side,  in  the  midst  of  this 
most  extraordinary  country,  are  situated  the 
church  and  parsonage  of  Thingevalle  *.  The 
verdure  upon  these  buildings,  and  the  unusual 

*  This  place  takes  its  name  fh)ni  the  word  Althing,  or 
the  seat  of  the  court  of  justice,  which  was  once  there» 
^ut  was  before  that  time^  according  to  PoTeben  and 


fnrtilily  of  ^0  nm$l\  pa%^  ^  gi^tui4  vludi 
immediiitely  larroundfwl  tbdio^  tcig^er  iwitAi 
Ae  nitinefoiifi  herds  of  fftttle^  madie  «  plfw<% 
mg^  contrast  with  the  icrt  <if  t|i9  i»aMif^ 
whkb  wtf,  aii  the  Freneh  editors  of  Povf K 
•en  and  Olafiien  tarm  it^  ^^  hmriUeiii^M 
bralfveraefi  par  le  feu  setttarrain**^  We  w«t 
oat  at  the  ahove-mentioiied  opcniflg^  i^i> 
ereasiog  llie  Oxeraa,  arrived  at  t}»  fvt^mkd^ 
hy  a  road  fnced  ia  on  «ifih  side  loQr  ft  kw 

Olafren^  ^t  Kiilaraoes^  and  is  now  at  Beibevig.  The 
Qxeraa  divided  the  Althing  into  two  parts :  the  consist 
toi7>  which  was  upon  the  eastern  bank^  was  held  every 
3fear  ia  tbe  churok  (tf  Thlngevalie,  bat  onfy  for  the 
bi^bofirieli:  of  Sfkalholt }  for  the  »ort)i9ni  bishqiifflc}^ 
the  consistory  was  held  at  Ki^^eoiirey  in  the  cafttQU  Qf 
Skag^ordur.  Upon  the  western  bank  of  the  river  was 
situated  the  buildings  made  use  of  for  the  session  of  the 
inferior  eourt^  called  Lavretten.  The  Jjowetten  was  held 
in  ibe  epen  air  till  1^90,  when  a  buiiding^  vaa  eoor 
structed  ^ilar  to  tbe  reist,  belonging  to  the  Mhii^, 
that  is  to  say>  with  walls  of  lava^  and  a  roof  covered 
with  rafters  and  laths^  ornamented  on  the  outside  with 
wadmal.  Thorleosholm^  a  little  island  in  the  river  Ox« 
craa^  was  the  place  of  punishment  for  the  crisiinals.-^ 
9e«  Poteen  i$n4  Ohrfien^  §d05.«^Tingw«ll  is«  alSQ^  t^ 
name  of  a  place  in  the  Shetland  Islands^  where  formerly 
tjbe  chief  court  of  justice  was  held, — See  Ur,  N^U'f  inte- 
vesting  Jccauni  ^  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  bl(^,  a(l4 
JEdm^nstone'M  Uletland  Uhnds^ 


sbme  waU.  A  fioe  ptir  of.  rem-deer^t  kom% 
Ibteaed  agvimst  the  aide  of  ai  buiklii^  ban, 
f^rticQlariy  eaugbt  my  attention.  Theae 
toiottla  were  firat  iiktixxkioed  into  tfaia  cowi^ 
try  (aeeordittg  to  Von  Troil)  in  the  yeaf 
1770,  from  Norway,  by  order  of  Goiwrnor 
Thodal.  Of  thirteen  then  sent  ten  died  on 
the  passage.  The  three  remaining  ones  havt 
done  extrenely  iveU,  and  bred  so  fast^  that 
at  this  time  Cooiit  Trainp  reckmia  that  theft 
«e  about  five  thousand  head  in  the  isbnd. 
They  are,  bonveTer,  quite  useless  to  the  na- 
tives; for  no  attempts  have  been  made  to 
domesticate  them,  nor  can  the  inhabitants 
adfiMrd  to  boy  powder  atid  bidi  to  enable  them 
to  kin  them  lor  provision.  They  herd  to^ 
gether  in  the  wiiSlest  and  least  frequented 
parts  of  the  mountains,  where  they  am  ael- 
dcffii  seen,  and  are  not  shtot  without  extreme 
difficnlty.  It  seema  truly  extraordinary  that, 
in  a  country  so  wretchedly  poor  as  Iceland, 
and  so  ill  calculated  for  ithe  subsistence  of 
the  greater  number  of  useful  quadrupeds, 
•  the  rein-deer,  which  is  peemliarly  adapted  to 
Aeir  Lichen-covered  plaimi,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  wander  at  large,  noit  only  unservice- 

• 

able  to  the  natives^  but  de\'ourii\g  a  p]aot 
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dress  tespoke  but  little  of  the  clef|;y- 
inan>  not  differing,  that  I  could  perceive,  iti 
any  respect  frdm  that  of  an  Icelandic  peasltnt* 
He  even  wore  the  common  blue  cap,  which 
concealed  but  a  small  portion  of  his  whit9 
and  venerable  hair  that  hung  over  his  shouW 
ders*  He  oflfeired  us  milk,  fi^^  or  any  thing 
that  his  dwelling  afforded,  which  could  be  of 
sei*vice  to  us.  His  residence  was  a  pretty 
good  one,  and  more  extensive  than  is  com- 
mon in  Iceland,  where,  generally,  a  low 
fence  of  stone  or  turf  encloses  a  considerable 
portion  of  ground,  and,  in  the  midst,  stands 
a  cluster  of  little  buildings  or  cabins,  which, 
taken  collectively,  constitute  an  Icelandic 
house :  the  walls,  formed  of  alternate  layers 
of  stone  and  turf,  are  extremely  thick, 
especially  at  the  base,  and  do  not  stand 
h  perpendicularly,  but  lean  a  little  inwards; 

^eir  height  is  about  seven  or  eight  feet;  and 
the  addition  of  a  sloping  roof  of  turf,  laid 
on  birch  boughs,  raises  the  whole  edifice  to 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
that  to  all  these,  except  one  building  (which 
is,  nevertheless,  united  by  walls  to  the  rest)^ 
a  single  entrance  serves :  so  that,  going  along 
a  strait  passage,  as  narrow  as  it  is  damp  and 


I 
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dirit^  yotiebme  lo  others  whidi  branch  off  to 
die  light  And  tdl,  (And  commicinicate  to  tht 
different  ohiiBoibers  or  rather  cabins,  of  which 
the  whole  house"*  is  composed.  One  or 
two  am  occupied  a6  «leeping-rooms,  whem 
two  or  more  beds,  elevated  about  fenr  fidet 
Crom  tl>e  ground,  are  placed  by  the  side  of 
the  Wall,  the  head  of  one  touching  the  foot 

*  1&  GeoTfe  Mackwnele  gkes  the  fdUoviog  stronglf- 
dnrafn  fictwM  of  an  Icelandic  hoase^  wkicb>  unfortu- 
nstolyf  18  applicable  to  too  many  of  them :  **  the  thick 
turf  walls/ the  earthen  floors^  kept  continually  damp  and 
filthy,  and  the  personal  uncleanliness  of  the  inhabitants, 
all  tttike  in  causing  a  smell  iiiBiipportable  to  «  stranger. 
No'  Brticle  of  farniture  seems  to  have  beieA  cleaned  ^iaoe 
thedajrit  was  Jfirst  used  3'  and  aH  is  in  disorder.  The  beds 
look  like  receptacles  for  dirty  rags^  and  when  wooden 
dishes^  spinnlng-wheels>  and  other  articles  are  not  seen 
upon  them,  these  are  confusedly  piled  up  at  one  end  of 
the  room.  There  is  no  mode  of  ventilaCiag  any  part  «f 
the  |K)Use  J  and  as  twen^  people  sometiaies  ea%  and.slaejp 
in  tbe  same  i|)artment,  very  pungent  vcgpors  ave  added> 
in  no  small  quantity,  to  the  plentiful  effluyia  proceeding' 
from  fishj.  bags  of  oil>  skins^  &c.  A  larm^house  looks 
more  like  a  vHkge  than  a  sin^e  habitation.  Bometimes 
sevend  fbimUias  Hvi  endosed  witiiinthe  saone  miss.af 
\\aL  The  cottages  of  the  lowest  order  i)f  people  ate 
wretf^iied  hovels :  $o  very  wretched  that  it  is  wonderful 
how  any  thing  in  the  human  form  can  breathe  in  them/' 
Travth  xn  Iceland j  p.  115,  -      '  :      -     -  '* 
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tfateodier.  Thb  bedstead  is  ttifede  of  boai^^ 
and  has  high  boards  on  th^  M^,  so  thaii^ 
teoept  in  being  latger^  it  difiei^  bat  little 
from,  such  as  a^e ,  fitqu^tly  ise^n  in  ships*" 
dafains.  Curtains^  and  all  other  kinds  of 
bbd-^famiture^  are  unknown.  The  beds 
tfaelnselyes  are  either  of  down>  or  are  merely 
a  ioose  heap  of  ZosMra  marina,  over  mhick 
are  thrown  three  or  four  thick  coarse  pieces 
af  wiralmal.  One  rooAi  b  appropriated  to 
the .  looni^  another  seiVes  as  a  sitting-room^ 
md  a  'third  as  a  kitchen^  trhere  the  fire  Is 
made  t>f  taif^  or,  as  is  the  case  at  Thinge* 
iraOile^  bf  small  twigs  of  birch«  Sometimes, 
also,  the  sam^  entn^M^e  leads  to  the  dairy^ 
but.  the  priest  of  Thingevalle  had  his  in  a 
4eteobed  bailditig,  differing^  however,  in  no 
respect  from  the  rest^  where  the  milk  and 
d'eam  were  kept  in  large  s^are  shaUow 
woodein  troughs,  standing  upon  stools  all 
nmnd  the  apartmeat.  The  fish-house,  in 
wbichf  besides  the  dcied  fish^  wool,  clothes, 
tallow^  saddles,  and  the  few  implements  of 
fauftbahdiy  ^re  placed,  is  considerably  laiger 
than  the  other  rooms,  to  which,  however,  it 
ia  united,  hut  has  a  separate  entrance*  Ihe 
fi«it8  df  iU  these  ^ces  resemUe  the  gable 
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ends  of  English  houses^  and  are  jbrtned  df 
uripainted  boards^  standing  vertically.  With 
regard  to  the  interior,  both  the  sides  and 
l^ttom  are  but  seldom  boarded :  the  former 
are  usually  nothing  but  the  black  istone  and 
turfy  and  the  latter  only  the  bare  ground. 
Generally,  there  are  small  openings,  either 
in  the  walls  or  roof,  by  way  of  windows; 
but  these  are  rarely  glazed,  and  nK>re  fre<^ 
quently  covered  with  the  amnion  of  the 
sheep,  which  allows  but  a  small  portion  of 
light ;  yet  even  this  is  a  luxury^  and  is  to 
be  found  only  in  one  or  two  of  the  rooms. 
A  chimney,  or  rather  an  aperture  for  the 
eipission  of  the  smoke,  usually  made  with 
a  tub,  is  seen  in  the  best  houses  alone :  in 
others  the  smoke  is  left  to  find  its  way  6ut 
at  the  door,  by  which>  also,  the  only  air 
that  they  can  possibly  receive  is  admitted. 
The  son  of  the  old  priest  accompamied  us  in 
a  walk  among  the  neigliboring  chasms; 
which  are,  every  where^  so  numerous,  that 
we  could  scarcely  go  ten  feet  without  coming 
to  the  edge  of  one  that  barred  our  farther 
progress  in  that  direction.  Some  at  the 
bottom  have  snow  and  ice,  otherV  contaiti 
the  purest  water  that  can  possibly  be  coti- 
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eeived,  so  deep^i  thait  in  many  places  no 
bottom  is  t6  be  found,  and  at  the  same  time 
so  clear^  that,  on  throwing  in  a  stone,  its 
^descent  may  be  traced  with  the  eye  for  a 
^considerable  length  of  time.  We  saw  abund- 
ance of  small  fish  swimming  here,  some  of 
which  we  caught^  and  found  to  be  the  young 
.of  the  Thingevalle  trout;  so  that,  although 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  lake,  in 
all  probability  some  of  the  subterraneous  caves 
which  abound,  together  with  the  chasms,  all 
over  this  district  communicate  with  it.  A  lit- 
tle herbage  covers  the  intermediate  spaces  be- 
tween the  clefts,  but  the  more  common  alpine 
Lichens  and  Mosses  occupy  the  greater  partof 
the  surface^  Dicranum  purpureum  astonished 
me  by  its  size  and  abundance.  In  some  of 
the  caverns,  among  the  drippings  of  the  rock, 
several  plants  of  Veronica  fruticulosa  were 
displaying  their  lovely  blossoms,  and,  on  the 
edge  both  of  the  caves  and  precipices,  Poly^ 
gonum  viviparum  grew  in  such  profusion  as 
to  form  thick  tufts,  several  feet  in  diameter, 
and  of  great  size.  Cattle  are  often  sent  here 
to  graze,  but  not  without  the  annual  loss  of 
several,  which  fall  into  the  holes  and  perish. 
The  priest  Egclosep  had  himself  a  narrow 
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Mcflpp  wtm  <fMflli9  ftMivng  oiK4M^uiiig  wkp^f^n, 
fiito  a  -f^aste  ^t  <^VM  ^baif  fiHed  'vi4tk  'Mcmmf^ 
^v4iere  1»s  Tomaltyed  tUl  At  mutiil  dieMii^ 
l¥hen  tie  wai^  seardiedfDr,  stad,  CofrtMfiMty^ 
tiifl^overed  In  time  *to  Mve  'bis  life.  On 
¥etariufig  to  4h^  tums^y  mre  4!iund  the  ^ottMi 
imd  glials  making  Vhe  ^eep,  wtiieh  <«irei>e  fioir 
^18  porpose  cndosed  -in  a  'laige  «eM^iig  lbut«- 
^ided  ws^l,  <mai3e  of  IflEva^tid'ttitf,  in'«AteAiaitfe 
layers,  wi tfc  a  -door  fcr  ^Ihe  «Anitte»ee  df  tte 
'women,  «nd  a^mall  squoi^^fpenfng,  }u8t  %^h 
enough  to  jiernrit  lAie  'sheep  and  lam!bs  to  te 
'driipen  iii:  'a  i^  fnnafller  one  eomiiHitfieaftes 
"with  unotlier  fittle  enclomire,  4lAo  tvlHcfi, 
^^rou^  thw  apectttfe,  iv'hich  is  not  4arge 
^enougk  "to  adovit  lht  «lieep,  the  'kfhbs  arb 
^ut,  whilst  tlie  *mdthers  are  Rfi%:efl ;  jelther- 
^wise,  <hey  iirould  be  resdew  and  finmlKng  to 
^sjtand  ^till.  Many  'df  these  sheep  afforded  a 
-quart  'rf  milk,  df  a  Tich  quality^  but  ttSxett 
ifAneh  comes  of  the  ^seeond'itiilkifig,  is,  by  far, 
flie  best ;  'for  it  is  the  •custom  here,  bairiag 
milked  the  fi4iole  flock,  to  begin  again  and 
milk  them  a  second  tirne.  Thecows  a»e  mi%oi 
in  the  open  ground,  with^heir  bind  legs  Itied 
b}'  means  of  aborse-bair  line.  Prom  the  miHc- 
ing-pla«e,  we  visited  «he  dnireh,  whi<dh  stands 
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upoti  A  little  etninence>  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  minister's  dwelling.     It  was  of  a 
simple   construction;    in   form^    an  oblong 
^adrangte,  (with  diick  walls^  leaning  a  little 
invrards)  composed  also  of  alternate  layers  of 
)ava  and  turf.     The  roof  was  of  turf,  thickly 
covered  with  grass;  and,  from  the  top  of  this 
to  the   ground,   the  building  was  scarcely 
more  than  sixteen  or  eighteen   feet  high. 
The  entrance  end  alone  was  of  unpainted 
fir  planks,  placed  vertically,  with  a  small 
door  of  the  same  materials.     I  was  surprised 
to  find  the  body  of  the  church  crowded  wi^ 
large  old  wooden   chests,  instead  of  seats; 
but  I  soon  understood  that  these  not  only 
answered  the  purpose  of  benches,  but  also 
contained  the  clothes  of  many  of  the  con- 
gregation, who,  as  there  was  no  lock  on  the 
-door,   had  at  all  tiroes  free  access  to  their 
wardrobes.    The  walls  had  no  covering  what- 
ever, nor  had  the  floor  any  pavement,  except 
a  few  ill-shapen  pieces  of  rock^  which  were 
either  placed  there  intentionally,  or,  as  seems 
most  probable,  had  not  been  removed  from 
their  natural  bed  at  the  time  of  the  building 
erf  the  church.    There  was  no  regular  ceiling: 
^ndy  a  few  loose  planks,  laid   upon  some 
heamu,  which  crossed  the  diurch  at  about 
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the  height  of  a  man^  held  some  old  bibles^ 
some  chests^  and  the  coffin  of  the  minister^ 
which  he  had  made  himself,  and  whi^h,  to 
judge  from  his  aged  look^  he  probably  soon 
expected  to  occupy.  The  whole  lerigth,  <^ 
the  church  was  not  above  thirty  feet,  and 
about  six  or  eight  of  this  was  parted  bflf  by  a 
kind  of  screen  of  open  work  (against  which 
the  pulpit  was  placed)  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
taining the  altar^  a  rude  sort  of  table^  on 
which  were  two  brass  candlestick  s>  and,  over 
it,  two  extremely  small  glass  windows,  the 
only  places  that  admitted  light,  except  the 
door- way.  Two  large  bells  hung  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  church,  at  an  equa} 
height  with  the  beam^.  I  observed  that  the 
Icelanders  pull  off  their  hats,  on  entering 
their  place  of  worship.  We  left  our  friend 
Egclosen  to  take  his  rest  at  Thingevalle;  biit> 
preferring  to  sleep  in  the  tent  myself,  after 
being  abundantly  supplied  with  trout  and 
milk,  we  returned  to  Almannegiaa.  On 
walking  to  the  north  of  the  chasm,  I  met 
with  a  few  scarce  plants :  among  them  were 
Carex  atrata,  extremely  "  fine,  Saxifraga 
rivularis,  Veronica  fruticulosa,  Osmunda 
lunaria,  Polypodium  arvonicuniy  and  Ht/p^ 
nufh  dksianum.  I  miich  regretted  not  being 
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a.ble  to  spend  more  time  here ;  but^  as  a 
Tisit  to  the  Geysers  was  the  principal  object 
of  my  journey,  I  thought  it  best  to.  accom- 
plish that  first,  and,  if  there  were  leisure,  to 
wait  here  a  few  days  on  my  return :  we 
therefore  proposed,  should  the  weather  be 
suitable,  to  continue  our  route  early  in  the 
morning. 

Wednesday,  The  moming  proved  fine,  and 
July  12.        ^^  i^j^j  scarcely  breakfasted,  when 

^closen  and  Thorlavsen  (son  to  the  priest 
of  Thingevalle)  called  us  to  proceed  on  out 
journey.  They  both  kindly  ofiered  to  ac- 
company me  some  way,  that  they  might 
point  out  such  objects  as  were  most  worth 
our  attention.  We  stopped  at  Thingevalle, 
to  take  leave  of  the  priest,  a)nd,  having 
refreshed  ourselves  with  some  rich  cream 
which .  he  ofiered  us,  we  then  pursued  our 
course  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  among 
the  innumerable  cracks,  rents,  and  hills  of 
rugged  lava,  which  rendered  travelling  ex- 
tremely fatiguing  for  the  horses,  and  by  no 
means  free  from  danger ;  for  a  false  step,  or 
a  rolling  stone,  would  infallibly  have  pre- 
cipitated both  the  animal  and  his  rider  to 
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the  bottom  of  a  chasm.  The  pastageB  be* 
tween  many!  of  these  openings  were  scaroeljr 
of  sufficient  width  for  a  single  horse^  and 
wet-e^  also^  so  full  of  holes,  that  it  required 
beasts  used  to  this  country  to  attempt  to  go 
along  them ;  but  the  most  fatiguing  part  <^ 
diis  day*s  journey  was  when  we  had  to 
traverse  the  three  long  chasms,  which  I 
have  already  mentioned  as  extending  across 
the  plain.  They  were  of  considerable  depth 
every  where,  except  in  the  parts  where  we 
crossed  them,  and,  there,  they  were  half 
filled  up  with  loose  pieces  of  lava,  forming 
a  rude  natural  causeway.  At  the  entrance 
of  one  of  these  *,  we  were  again  obliged  to 
have  all.  the  luggage  taken  off  the  horseSt 
and  carried  over  on  mens*  shoulders.  We 
were  then  full  half  an  hour  in  crossing  a 
place  of  not  more  than  two  or  three  hundred 
yards;  except  that  we  were  occupied  some 
little  time,  in  helping  the  horse  of  the  priest 
l^closen  from  a  hole,  into  which  be  had 

*  Called  Hrafaagiaa*  Povelsea  and  01a&en>  speaking 
of  the  numerous  openings  in  the  ground  about  Thinge^ 
Talle>  say>  ''  Celle  de  Hrafnagiaa  embarrasse  sur-tout 
beaucoup  les  voyageurs;  parce  qu'il  y  a  bien  peu  d*en* 
inAXB  oil  Toa  puisse  la  passer  ou  la  traverser.** 


« 

fidlUf  momug  the  fiK^  audi  mhem  he  teiA 
tiMni.  tjbe  akin^  nom  tban  hgi£  wi^  datwi)  )m 
fafii  Tlii»^  maillbrtuAe^  whidb^  Ia«ed  the  |k3^ 
anim^k  ecmeiibfaWy,  and  whieli^  to  m  tiatbor 
qC  atty  oAW  eou^tiy^  wbo^  like  tht»  iriaiii^ 
waft  wostb*  «!iit]f  oiMi  hiMTse  inn  tite  ¥^pM><. 
WQi;^  hwe  baea  »  eauae  ^  uiteaatneiB^  iC 
m*k  of  iHMDpi^itit^  had  ne*  siieh  effbetr  onr 
ijgdosen :  he  cbd  net  reprise  al^  what  hadi 
haf^n^  but  want  eheeFfoUj^  an*  h»  w^y 
with  hjEM  Ihn^g  md  bla^mg  horae^  only' 
ohsendog^  on  llia^  aeeident^  that  ^  ift  ^elildi 
i)M>i  ba  h^Ifedj  the  place  wa^  mt  bbd.*^  I 
kMw  not  whethffs  it  arisen  franni  a*  p0Cl:dllM^ 
imi^ajtion  ta  the  wilt  aad  pfovideiwa'  oi 
Gody  produHcedt  by  i»al  pit^,.  or  whather  it 
i&  asci^babla  to  the:  afleat  e£  cdinato^  and-  toi 
ijm  povarty  a«dl  diitfessi  whtdb  attend  ttponr 
the^  whole  Hfe  of  the^  leelafldersy  diafi  tboji^ 
seam  tO'  fi^el  hn  fer  the  eaia^dtties  of  tbeisH 
salms  or  of  whatever  sMroonndat  fheof^V'  tbai^ 
isr  the  caae  wi^h  a^y  othei  people  I  borar 
read  o£,  Wh^ai  I  was  lamenting  the  nufnher> 
of  live^  whi^h^  l^gelosen  inibpin^  me^  wem 
li^sli  among-  the  holea  that  ace  here  wevy 
whese^  mmt  with,  h^  stopped  nsie  b^  sayiNtg^,. 
^'H.'}/^  Oeda  wiU  that  ili  ahonld  h%  so."   €)k 
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arriving  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  chftsiSj, 
we  found  ourselves   in  a  somewhat  better 
tracks  but,  as  our  friends  from  Heiderbag 
and  Thingevalle  were  not  thoroughly  ac-* 
quainted  with  this  country,  it  was  recom-r 
mended  to  us  to  call  at  a  peasants  house, 
which  was  lyit  little  out  of  the  way,  where 
we  might  procure  something  to  apply  to  the 
leg  of  the  wounded  horse,  and  at  the' same 
time  might  inquire  after  a  guide,  who  would 
be  able  to  direct  us  to  some  remarkable  caves 
in  the  neighborhood.  We  were  disappointed, 
on  reaching  the  cottage,  to  find  there  was 
only  an  old  woman  at  home,  who,  never- 
theless, made  us  welcome,  and  immediately 
produced  some  excellent  milk  for  our  re- 
freshment, and  some  syre^  or  sour  whey, 
which  answered  both  for  washing  the  horse's 
wounds,  and  for  drink  to  our  guides.    In  the 
absence  of  the  male  part  of  the  femily,  the 
woman  undertook  to  be  our  conductor,  and, 
without  either  shoes   or   stockings  on  her 
legs  and    feet,    with    extraordinary  agility, 
sprung  cross-legs  upon  a  spare  horse  that 
we   had,    though    destitute  of  saddle   and 
bridle,  and  took  the  lead  of  our  little  cavaU 
oad^.     She  pointed  out  to  us  the  entrants 
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to  several  large  caves^  one  of  wliich  in  par* 
ticular,  called  IJndergrandur^  is  said  to  pe« ' 
netrate  a  considerable  way  into  the  ground. 
We  alighted  from  our  horses,  and  went  in  as 
far  as  we  thought  it  prudent  without  lights. 
The  entrance  was  about  ten  or  twelve  feet 
high,  and  about  twice  that  width,  but  both 
the  height  and  width  increased  as  we  ad- 
vanced. For  some  way  in,  the  snow  had 
been  drifted,  and  still  lay  unmelted,  inter- 
mixed with  i^.  Beyond  this,  vast  black 
pieces  of  rock,  of  an  enormous  size,  covered 
the  bottom,  and  similar  ones  hung  suspended 
fh>m  the  roof,  which  seemed  to  threaten 
every  minute  to  add  to  the  number  of  those 
below.  We  climbed  over  the  heap  upon 
the  ground,  and  groped  our  way,  till  we 
almost  lost  sight  of  the  light  at  the  entrance. 
Darkness  prevented  our  proceeding  farther, 
and  the  coldness  of  the  place,  and  dampness 
owing  to  the  constant  dripping  from  the 
roof,  made  us  glad  to  return  to  the  open  air. 
We  looked  into  two  or  three  other  caves, 
but  attempted  nothing  more;  as  their  iap- 
pearance  presented  nothing  particularly  in- 
teresting, or  likely  to  repay  the  trouble  and* 
hazard  of  investigation^  they  being  mostly 
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bMnen  of  all  wgetniioBji  nd  lUik*  At  the 
nmitk  rf  ene  I  SmmA  9t.mkmhh  tpeeiiimt 
ofjindmmeda  igfmides^  tad  «r  ftuFpIaoto^  oC 
PyvUa  mm$P.  Our  female  g«i4e  aMr  todb 
leave  of  m^,  afites  fattviiig:  gi^Mi)  «•  difactiona 
fat  oav  leete^  whiA  lay  aimoak  anliv^ 
aaioag  brokett.  lanu  We  had  not  {nreeeeded 
&r,  whe»  Egpktea  toid  as  tkat  me  wew 
^wioig  mesm  the  erater  oC  a  iK>leaiar>»  aiuH  re- 
ceHQOBhended  te  bs  to  lare  euv  bonm^  a»  it' 
HmAld  net  be  easy  ta  afqproacl^it  w«d»  Ibems 
aa»d  walk  to  tbe  sfot^  Follow«i§  this  sa^ 
gefttio»5  we  quittad  a  rom^wtiat  level  tract 
of  fragp»eBtB  e£  laM^  hai^Md  aae  upon  the 
other;  and  eaaaa  on.  a  gtiitly  miag  enMnewe' 
of  BO  gve^  alevaticm^  bat  composed  of  a. 
mare  aolid  wm9^  cracked,  iadeed^i  Mte  k^ 
lUKeeiable  |necas>  bqt  theaa  wum  atJiH  lymg, 
m  tbeU  oirigiKMdi  bed^  and  nat  at  all  seattared 
aboat:  tbe  susface  waa  taliasably  aaMOth^  tst^ 
mpt  that  it  waa  aiarhad  with  elevated  laiM* 
civcuUp  Ikkcs.  Jim  mamki  of  tbie  Ultadlfc 
waft  t^rwHiated  by  a  9tilL  mave  sc^  adasa^  of 
Wfky  of  nearly  a.  conical  aha|M^  aH  gou*' 
listing  o£  calekiad  laatter^  whicb  had  evi^ 
daotly  been  fanned  ftaw  tba  melted  rqectar* 
aventa  of  e  foleaAo »  indeed^  ^^  wa^*  tbe 


rim  or  mouth  of  one^  and  elevated  aboQt  ten 
or  tvrelve  feet  from  tbe  abo(ve*menttoiied 
lava.    On  climbing  to  its  top,  we  found  the 
edge  extremely  ruggedf  sharp^  and  vitrified, 
having  an  orifice  fiaom  six  to  seven  feet  wkie^ 
and  gradually  becomit^  narrower  for  a  few 
feet  as  it  descended^  then  widening  agaiR^ 
and  forming  a  hole^  whose  depdi  I  was  by 
no  noeans  able  to  ascertain.    That  it  dtid  not 
descend  exactly  in  a  vertical  direction  for 
any  great  length  of  way^  was  made  evident 
by  throwing  in  a  stone^  whiqh  soon  sibrnck 
upcm  some  projecting  ledge  or  bend  in  tlia 
pipe*    The  color  of  this  cone  cq  the  ootside 
was  a  deep  greyish  brown,  ahnost  inclining 
to  blacky  and  in  sCHOtie  places  a  lull  red,  eeoir 
siderably  darker  than  the  lava  it  stood  upon, 
which  appealed  to  have  been  ei^posed  to  a 
less  di^ee  of  heat.  There  was  no  smoke,  nor 
any  smell  of  solphnr  to  be  perceived ;  nor,  to 
Judge  from  the  grass  that  grew  in  tfaidk  tolla 
$ome  way  down  the  crater,  had  there  becsi  msf 
for  a  great  length  ci  time.    The  nati^s,  tooy 
had  no  tradition  of  its  having  thrown  out 
fire,  neither  was  the  place  itself  known  to 
many  who  lived  in  this  <|uarter  of  the  island* 
Sir  Johl%  Stanley  seems  to  have  pitssed  over 
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8  part  dF  thi»  same  bed  of  lava^  during  hi» 
travels^  and  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine  whence 
mch  a  prodigious  mass  could  have  issued. 
I  should  have  been  equally  so^  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  friendly  priest  Egclosen^  who 
abne^  of  several  Icelanders  now  with  us^  was 
acquamted  with  this  crater^  which  undoubt- 
edly gave  birth  to  a  portion^  at  leasts  of  the 
lava  that  surrounds  it.     Having  spent  some 
time  here^  and  made  a  few  sketches  of  the 
spot,  as   well  as  the  violence  of  the  wind 
would  allow  me,  we  took  leave  of  Egclosen 
and  Thorlavsen,  and  continued  our  joume^. 
We  descended  from  the  little  eminence  on 
which  the  crater  stood,  and  arrived  in  a  short 
time  at  the  foot  of  a  great  mountain,  whose 
sides  appeared  entirely  composed  of  fragments 
of  bare  rock,  varied,  indeed,  between  the  in«- 
terstices  with  patches  of  Trichostomum ;  but 
these  of  small  size,  and  scattered  at  not  small 
intervals :  near  the  summit  the  snow  lay  in 
considerable  quantity,  over,  perhaps^  a  solid 
bed  of  rock  ^.    As  we  passed  round  the  foot 

*  I  have  observed  mountains  in  Iceland  more  lofty 
tlian  thiSy  composed  entirely  of  loose  pieces  of  rock> 
with  their  smnmits  perfectly  free  fix»n  snow^  whilst 
others  in  their  vicinity^  of  much  less  elevation^  hut 
solid  in  their  structure^  were  thickly  covered  with  it< 
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af  this  huge  and  lumpish  mountain/  other 
more  lofty  ones^  and  with  more  ra^ed  sum* 
mits^  but  almost  of  a  black  color,  came  ia 
sight.  On  reaching  the  bottom  pf  a  steep 
hill,  we  entered  a  small  and  fertile  valley^ 
the  fertility  of  which  was  the  more  apparent 
and  the  more  pleasant  from  its  being  shut 
in,  almost  on  every  side,  by  these  high  black 
jnountains.  At  one  extremity  of  this  valley^ 
upon  an  eminence  of  lava,  we  remarked  seve- 
ral conical  masses  of  rock,  which  appeared  to 
be  the  apertures  of  extinguished  craters,  and 
exactly  of  the  same  nature  as  the  one  we  had 
just  left.  They,  however,  were  too  far  from 
us  to  allow  of  our  examining  them,  as  it 
would  have  detained  us  a  day  more,  before 
we  could  arrive  at  the  Geysers.  I  therefore 
proposed  staying  here,  if  possible,  on  my  re- 
.turn,  and  contented  myself,  for  the  present, 
.with  going  a  little  way  up  a  gulley,  in  one 
.of  the  mountains,  to  look  at  a  cave,  which  an 
Icelander  in  our  party  had  assured  us  was 
worth  seeing,  though  I  must  confess  I  found 
in  it  nothing  remarkable.  It  was  an  opening 
in  the  side  of  the  mountain,  barely  six  feet 
high,  by  twenty  or  thirty  feet  deep,  excar 
vated  in  a  black  sand  stone,  which,  (at  least 
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Dnkt  part  of  it  tharbad  iiot  beeii  exposed  to 
the  air,)  was  of  a  very  shining  quality.  Al- 
though the  whole  <^  this  mountain  appeared 
to  be  t^ottiposed  of  sand-stone  rock^  yet  it  was 
not  all  equally  soft:  some  lay  in  interrupted, 
but  horizontal,  strata  of  several  feet  in  thick-* 
ness,  and  of  a  very  firm  and  compact  nature, 
not  being  so  easily  washed  down  by  the  tor- 
tents  of  snow  water,  as  the  rest  of  the  moun- 
tain, but  remaining  firm,  and  projecting  from 
its  sides  in  various  places,  and  of  a  browner 
color.  Continuing  our  journey,  we  crossed 
a  rugged  moor  of  considerable  extent,  and 
at  length  entered  upon  an  immense  plain, 
a  great  part  of  which  was  either  a  morass,  or 
covered  with  a  Lake,  called  Apn-Vatn. 
From  the  water  near  the  margin  we  saw  at  a 
distance,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of 
Laugardalr  *,  a  great  quantity  of  steam  ris- 
ing in  three  or  four  columns.  On  approach- 
ing, we  Ibund  it  caused  by  some  boiling- 
i^rings,  one  of  which  wa«  of  considerable 
ais»,  and  proceeded  from  an  opening  in  the 
rock  in  a  very  shallow  part  of  the  4ake, 
throwing  up  a  very  beauti^il  jet  about  four 

*  Laugar  isa  term  applied  to  tlie'warmbatiis^  in  Iceland. 


Ikt  tike  smrgin  ^  ih^  waier,  «e««8t  1%fe  hi^^ 

^spdngy  was  «  boviier  'of  sutptwir,  vAadti  ^;^ 

«erted  file  Manes  wjtfi  %  tbiti  yellow  'inoruribH 

liott.    1%i«e  w  four  oCher  femKn^^ring^ 

lA^y  ^mfie  *€^Mt  hy^  MMt  « IJfttfle  Wiy  Hn  the 

Mc«,  s»d  Mh«rB  rklnnf  fnom  the  Ary  gnamid^ 

*Mt  «n  «lf  n  «i&aiH  wze.    The  nert  <>f  our  roaA 

Id  Mid&fr)  ^f(4i6re  w«  pi^^pMsd  passitig  liie 

fflr^it^  «vt»  4|lMgllie  wai^iii  ^  the  Uke,  «uid 

«Fe  Madied  the  ^phfGe  ^mk  m^tA  o^clodk  in 

4lie  «v>enAng ;  Iw^iv^  trsvelled  the  whole  day 

^thcNlt  refitkig  the  liorseg*    Our  teals  trare 

flaced  fiiear  tlie  ^ciiutcii  and  the  house  H>f  the 

|Mr«60t^  who  aooti  oame  ^omi  ta  welcome 

Wi,  %n4,  ^isfSffc  any  Ifiing  tliet  feis  pareofiage 

W0uM  «fK>Fd.    Ai  the  moeft  neeesstfry^  I  firrt 

I'^qne^led  Vhift  'n^  mig^t  h«^  fioone  "fipe  ^re« 

fwred  to  ^cook  out  victuals  by;  tiariff^  whidk 

-crperatioti  I  wm  wilmeftB  to  a  «oene  that  a^  ^ 

ferded  me  no  smaU  degree  of  amaseinent 

A!fter  laopb  bad  4>eeii  gone  into  the  lioaae 

aome  eotvsiderableN  ttnie  inAi  the  fish  thait 

w>a8  to  he  di«9Bed  for  owr  d<iRiiers»  I  began  to 

%e  ratiier  ioiptftient^  amd  begged  to  be  shewn 

4iAo  lire  Idicben^  Ihat  1  might  Bee  it  any 

fhing  %»d  happened.    I  was  oondudted  tiha- 
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ther  by  a  temple,  who  took  hold  of  my  hand^ 
and  led  me  through  a  dark  passage  and  a 
bed-room,  where  but  a  small  portion  of  light 
was  admitted  from  an  aperture  in  the  roof, 
into  the  cooking-room^  whence  so  much 
smoke  was  rushing  out  through  the  deeping- 
rpom,  as  the  only  vent>  that  I  hesitated 
about  proceedii^^  till  I  found  myself  drag- 
ged in.  I  with  difficulty  discovered  two  or 
three  filthy  females  sitting. on  the  ground, 
or  on  some  broken  chests,  and  in  the  middle 
of  them  Jacob  on  the  bare  earth.  A  fire  was 
also  on  the  ground  between  his-  legs,  over 
which  he  held  some  fish  cut  in  slices,  in  the 
fryingpan,  an  article  which  caused  consider- 
able astonishment  among  the  women^  Close 
by  him  sat  a  pretty  Icelandic  girl,  who  had 
,won  Jacob's  regards  so  much  that  he  every 
now  and  then,  with  his  knife,  turned  out 
a  slice  of  the  fish  for  her;  while  she,  in  re- 
.turn  for  every  piece  thus  offered,  rose  from 
the  ground,  hugged  him  about  the  neck  and 
kissed  him.  This  innocent  custom,  in  use 
.both  among  the  male  and  female  Icelanders, 
upon  the  most  trivial  occasions,  was  hei^e 
exemplified  in  a  very  strong  and  ludiqro^s 
manner,  and  so  occupied  the  attention  of 
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Jacob,  (who/  probably,  mistook  for  a  mark 
of  affection,  what  was  in  reality  nothing 
more  than  an  expression  of  gratitude,)  that; 
I  was  obliged  to  tap  the  honest  fellow  on 
the  shoulder,  and  remind  him  that  I  had, 
not  yet  had  my  dinner,  and  that  I  wished 
to  have  some  of  the  fish  saved  for  me. 
Qefore  going  out  of  the  house  I  was  anxious 
to  make  some  trifling  present  to  the  mistress 
of  it,  a  little,  dirty,  ugly,  old  woman,  by 
no  means  free  from  cutmeoud  diseases.  I 
presented  to  her  a  snuiF-box;  but  her  mo- 
desty would  at  first  only  allow  her  to  sup- 
pose that  I  meant  the  contents  of  it  for  her. 
As  soon,  however,  as  she  was  made  to  under- 
stand that  the  box,  also,  was  to  be  included 
in  the  gift,  I  had  the  mortification  to  find 
myself,  before  I  was  aware  of  it,  in  the 
embraces  of  this  grateful  old  lady,  from 
which  I  extricated  myself  with  all  possible 
baste,  and  performed  a  most  copious  ablution 
at  the  nearest  stream.  Of  the  poverty  of  the 
clergy,  as  well  as  of  the  common  people  in 
Iceland,  I  had  heard  much  previously  to  my 
coming  to  Middalr,  yet  was  scarcely  prepared 
for  what  I  here  met  with,  though  I  had  been 
assured  by  the  priest  Egclosen  that  instances 

VOL.  I.  K 
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were  not  wanting  of  gentlemen  of  his  pro- 
fession having  been  reduced  in  bad  winters 
to  such  a'  state^  for  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  hfe,  that  they  have  been  obUged  to  beg 
a  scanty  subsistence  from  house  to  house; 
till^  through  cold  and  weakness  and  hunger^ 
they  have  perished  miserably  among  the 
mountains.  Their  salaries  are,  usually,  ex- 
ceedingly small :  that  of  the  priest  of  Mid- 
dalr  was  only  twenty  rix-dollars  a  year,  four 
of  which  he  received  from  the  king.  It  is 
true,  he  added  some  little  to  his  income  by 
exercising  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  but  the 
wretched  maintenance  which  these  two  pro- 
fessions, so  incompatible,  happily,  in  the 
ideas  of  an  Englishman,  conjointly  afforded, 
may  be  easily  conceived,  when  I  mention, 
that  I  observed  both  him  and  two  or  three 
persons  of  his  family  eagerly  picking  up 
from  the  ground  the  heads  and  entrails  of 
the  fish,  which  Jacob,  in  preparing  for  cook- 
ing, had  thrown  away.  After  dinner,  the 
priest  brought  down  to  my  tent  a  present 
of  a  large  quantity  of  the  Lichen  islandicus 
(Fiallagros  Isl.J.  It  is,  perhaps,  in  no  coun- 
try found  in  such  plenty,  as  in  this  from 
which   it  takes   its   name.     The  extensive 
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desert  tracts  of  Skaptar-fel  Syssel  produce 
this  plant  in  extreme  abundance,  and  nu* 
merous  parties  from  great  distances  migrate 
thither,  with  their  horses,  tents,  and  provi- 
sions in  the  summer  months,  and  remain 
some  time,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  gathering 
it.  They  then  convey  it  on  their  horses  to 
Reikevig^  or  any  other  factory,  and  dispose 
of  it  to  the  Danish  merchants.  Povelsen 
and  Olafsen  observe,  that  a  person  can  col- 
lect four  tons  or  a  horse-load  in  a  week,  and 
that  a  peasant  is  better  off  with  this  quantity 
of  the  lichen,  than  with  one  ton  of  meal  *. 
It  is  said  to  require  three  years  before  it  has 

*   Kerguelen,  in  the  Account  of  his  Voyage  to  the 

North,  gives  us  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  an  Icelander^ 

(Mr«  Olave)  whom  he  met  with  in  Patrixfiord^  where 

the  qualities  of  this  lichen  are  very  highly  extolled ; 

perhaps  more  so  than  they  deserve.    '^  I  send  to  you.  Sir, 

(says  Mr.  Olave)  a  herb,  which,  resembling  lung's-wort, 

serves  among  the  Icelanders  as  a  succedaneum  for  bread ', 

it  is  called  Iceland-moss,  and  grows  on  the  rocks  of  the 

loftiest  mountains  3  so  that  with  ttuth  we  may  say,  God 

.  gives  us  bread  from  stones.     It  never  grows  in  earth  or 

soil  of  any  description,  nor  casts  forth  roots.    It  affords 

a  noble  feast  5  the  powder  of  it  is  taken  in  milk,  and  is 

so  pleasant  and  salubrious,  that  I  prefer  it  to  every  kind 

of  flour ',  it  is,  besides,  an  excellent  stomachic,  and  a 

most  safe  medicine  in  a  dysentery.*' — Amongst  many 
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arrived  at  its  full  growth ;  for,  haying  onoe 
cleared  a  spot  of  ground  by  gathering  the 
lichen,  the  natives  wait  always  that  length 
of  time  before  they  visit  the  same  place 

other  gpod  qualities  of  the  mind  which  Icelanders  in 
general  possess^  contentment  with  the  station  in  which 
Providence  has  placed  them^  and  a  strong  sense  of  gra- 
titude for  the  supplies  which  the  Deity  is  pleased  to 
grant  to  them,  are,  certainly,  the  most  predominant. 
Cut  off  by  the  situation  and  poverty  of  his  native  land 
from  almost  all  communication  with,  happier  climates, 
Tfhere  plenty  and  luxury  abound,  an  Icelander  is  igno- 
rant even  of  their  existence,  and  eats  his  dried  uncooked 
fish,  and  rancid  butter  with  a  grateful  heart.  He  pos- 
sesses the  amor  patritte  in  as  strong  a  deg^e  as  the  in- 
habitant of  any  country.  Volcanoes,  which  have  laid 
waste  his  whole  island,  earthquakes,  disease,  and  fiunine, 
cannot  drive  him  from  his  native  shores.  The  few  who 
have  gone  over  to  Denmark  have  expressed  the  greatest 
desire  to  return  home,  although  the  kindest  treatment, 
and  every  thing  that  was  likely  to  make  them  comfort- 
able, had  been  employed  to  induce  them  to  remain. 
The  man,  who  W0s  my  guide  during  most  of  my  excur- 
sions in  Iceland,  had  himself  passed  two  years  in  Copen- 
hagen, and,  although,  as  he  confessed  to  me,  it  was  a 
milder  climate  and  he  had  better  living  in  Copenhagen, 
yet  he  had  much  rather  spend  his  days  where  he  then 
was.  Besides  the  Lichen  islandicm,  Povelsen  and  Olafsen 
notice  three  other  species  of  Lichen  which  are  occa- 
sionally eaten.  Lichen  proboscideus,  the  Coralloides 
'tenuissimum  nigricans  of  Dili.,  and  L.  nivalis.    This 
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again,  when  they  find  another  harvest.  Tlie 
only  necessary  preparation  previous  to  cook- 
ing is  to  steep  the  lichen  in  clean  cold  water 
for  some  time,  for  the  purpose  of  extractit^ 
the  strong  bitter  taste  which  is  peculiar  to 
it:  itMs  then  dried  in  the  sun,  reduced  to 
powder,  and  boiled  up  with  milk,  till  it  has 
become  of  such  a  consistency  as  to  be  quite 
a  jelly  when  cold.  As  an  article  offoo(ditis> 
co.nmonly  eaten,  dressed  in  the  above^meb- 
tioned  way,  and  is  considered  both  very  whdle- 
^  some  and  nourishing ;  nor  does  it  by  any 
means  possess  that  pui;gative  quality,  which 
Linnaeus  and  others  have  attributed  to  it; 
but  which  may  exist  in  the  bitter  that  has 
been  previously  extracted  by  the  steeping  in 
water.  I  do  not  think  its  medicinal  virtues^ 
in  pulmonary  complaints,  for  which  it  is  so 
h%hly  valued  in  other  countries,  are  at  all 
generally  known  to  the  Icelanders,  many  of 
whom  expressed  great  surprise  when  I  men** 
tioned  to  them  the  circumstance.  The  good 
old  priest,  after  having-*  presented  his  Ice* 


latter,  whieh  grows  in  great  quantity  about  fieikevig, 
18  called  by  the  natives^  Maringraus,  or  the  Virgin 
Mary's  Grass,  and  is  said  to  be  extremely  agreeable 
food^  and  of  a  sweet  taste. 
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land-mofts;  requested  stoie  medico}  advice^ 
supposing  from  my  fondness  for  plants  that 
I  must  be  a  physician.  In  this  1  was  sorry 
to  be  obliged  to  undeceive  him^  and,  indeed/ 
I  could  only  do  it  with  great  difficulty.  He 
wished  me  much  to  examine  his  hip,  which 
had  been  some  years  ago  dislocated,  and.h<3^ 
healed  very  awkwardly  for  want  of  surgical 
assistance.  A  wound,  also,  which  >  he  /re- 
ceived at  the  same  period,  had  ulqeiated, 
and  he  had  been  able  to  procure  no  apiplica-- 
tion  since  that  time  twelvemonth,  when,  as 
he  said,  a  gentleman,  with  a  star  upon  his 
breast,  gafve'  htm  a  plaister.  He  wmtm* 
veiling  to  the  Geysers,  but  who  he  Was  ha 
could  not  tell.  When  I  at  length  assured 
him  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  i^ender 
him  any  service,  his  wife's  diseases  were 
enntoerated,  and  I  was  entreated  to  examine 
her  soi^s.  On  my  decUning  this,  i^e  re- 
solved  to  turn  physician  himself,  and  b^ged 
me  to  give  him  some  rum  to  bathe  his  wife's 
breast:  to  this  I  consented ;  but,  after  having 
applied  a  portion  of  it  to  that  purpose,  he 
drank  the  rest,  without  being  at  all  aware  of 
its  strength,  which,  however,  had  no  other 
effect  than  the  very  ludicrous  one  of  causing 
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this  clerical  blacksmith  with  his  lame  hip  to 
dance^  in  the  most  ridiculous  manner^  in  the 
front  of  the  house.  The  scene  afforded  a  great 
source  of  merriment  to  all  his  family^  except 
his  old  wife,  who  was  very  desirous  of  getting 
him  to  bed,  while  he  was  no  less  anxious 
that  she  should  join  him  jn  tl^  dance. 
The  wife,  however,  at  length  gained  the  vic- 
tory, and  he  retired  in  great  good  humour  *. 

*  I  should  be  extremely  sorry,  if,  by  this  little  anec- 
dote, I  am  supposed  to  intimate  that  drinking  is  a 
common  ?tce  among  the  Icelanders.  I  have  every  reason 
to  think  very  much  the  contrary.  Indeed,  this  very  cir* 
enmstance  is  a  convincing  proof  how  unaccustomed  the 
priest  of  Middalr  was  to  spirituous  liquors  :  otherwise^ 
the  small  quantity  he  drank,  which  could  not  at  any 
rate  have  exceeded  a  wine-glass  full,  would  not  have 
elated  his  spirits  so  much.  AtReikevig,  it  is  true,  drunk- 
enness, and  almost  every  other  vice,  have  been  intro- 
duced by  the  DaneSf  but  they  are  confined  solely.to  the 
town,  and  principally  to  the  Danes  themselves.  I  do 
not  recollect,  during  the  whole  of  my  stay  in  the  island^ 
that  I  saw  half  a  dozen  natives  much  in  liquor,  and 
those  were  all  in  R^evig*  Their  morals  are  extremely 
correct.  It  is  not  withput  the  ipqst  thorough  contempt 
for  the  author  of  sttchafalsehood,  that  I  read  the  follow- 
ing passage,  extracted  from  Andersons  History  of  Iceland^' 
''These  people  know  very  little  of  God,  or  his  will; 
for  the  value  of  two  marks,  or  sixteen-pence,  they  will 
peijure  themselves  even  to  th^  prejudice  of  their  nearest 
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Thursday,  '^^^  moniing  wc  had  rain  and 

July  13.  squalls.  After  breakfast  the  priert 
came  down,  and  begged  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  accompany  me  to  the  Geysers ; 
but  this  I  could  by  no  means  consent  to,  as  it 
was  my  full  intention  to  proceed  to  Hecla, 
and  to  return  by  another  route.  He  insisted^ 
however,  upon  conducting  me  some  way  on 
my  road,  and  especially  across  a  river,  which 


relations ;  full  of  wrath  and  revenge,  extremely  lasci- 
vious and  vicious,  and  errant  thieves  and  cheats.  Whatj 
then,  can  be  expected  from  a  people  that  have  no  awe 
or  check,  .and  live  in  an  unbridled  licentiousness,  with** 
out  any  restraint  ashore  and  at  8ea>  ft^quent  opportuni* 
ties  unobserved,  and  consequently  unpunishable,  and 
continually  indulging  themselves  in  the  filthy  sin  of 
drunkenness  }  **-^These  absurd  falsities  are  scarcely  de<f 
sening  of  refutation.    Were  such  conduct,  as  is  hera 
mentioned,  really  to  exist,  it  could  not  but  be  pro* 
ductive  of  the  most  serious  consequences  to  the  nation  : 
the  prison-houses  would  be  filled  with  persons^  who 
would  have  been  gradually  led  on  to  commit  the  worst 
of  crimes.    Yet>  that  such  is  not  the  case  in  leelood, 
may  be  believed,  when  it  is  known  that  there  is  only  one 
prison  for  48,000  inhabitants,  and  that,  on  our  arrival^ 
which  was  a  little  previous  to  a  sitting  of  the  court 
of  justice,  there  was  only  one  criminal  in  it  (and  even  this 
was  more  than  had  been  the  case  for  a  long  time)>  and 
five  or  six  persons  confined  for  small  oiences. 
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he  called  Brueraa^  and  which^  owing  to  the 
late  wet  weather,  he  thought  might  probably 
be  too  deep  to  cross  to-day.  He  accordingly 
went  to  his  wardrobe  in  the  church,  dressed 
himself  in  his  best  clothes,  and  was  ready  to 
start  with  us.  We  continued  our  journey 
along  the  foot  of  a  barren  mountain,  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  marshes.  Here  and 
there,  indeed,  we  met  with  a  few  stunted 
birch-trees,  but  no  plants  that  I  had  not  seen 
elsewhere.  Leaving  the  mountain,  and  cross- 
ing a  disagreeable  swamp,  we,  in  about  two  or 
three  hours,  arrived  at  the- most  fordable  park 
of  the  Brueraa.  There  was  already  a  party  of 
horsemen  there,  resting  their  horses  a  little,  to 
prepare  them  for  the  fatigue  of  passingthrough 
this  stream,  the  bottom  of  which  is  exceed- 
ingly rocky,  and  the  river  itself  both  wide 
and  deep,  but  at  this  time  considered  fordable. 
The  packages  of  fish,  wool,  &c.,  were  care- 
fully fixed  by  ropes  to  the  top  of  the  horses* 
backs,  so  that  they  might  be  as  little  exposed 
-to  the  water  as  possible;  and  the  horses, 
being  then  tied  in  a  line  one  behind  the 
other,  all  reached  the  opposite  shore  in  safe- 
.ty^  though  the  smaller  ones  were  compelled 
to  swim.    A  foal^  which  was  fastened  by 
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tlie  neck  to  the  tail  of  its  mother^  was  dig- 
ged through^  and  landed  op  the  other  side 
of  the  river^  more  dead  than  alive^  through 
fear  and  cold*  Our  party  followed^  and 
was  equally  fortunate  in  getting  over  with- 
out any  accident  (except  the  wetting  of  the 
luggage  and  ourselves)^  though  the  water 
reached  to  the  middle  of  the  body  of  our  tal- 
lest horses.  Here^  after  procuring  us  some 
milk  from  a  cottage  close  by^  the  priest  took 
his  leaye  of  us.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  house 
were  two  or  three  boiling-springS5  which 
were  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  the  purpose 
cf  codcing,  as  well  as  for  that  of  washing 
their  clothes.  At  a  few  miles  distance^  on 
our  ri^t^  we  saw  a  very  considerable  column 
of  steam^  rising  from  the  marshes^  at  a  place 
which  the  guides  called  Reykum  *^  and 
which  th^  said  I  might  visit  on  my  way  to 
Skalholt.  Our  journey  now  lay  either  eit- 
tirely  over  a  morass^  which  proved  extremely 

*  This  is  not  tbe  Reykum,  or  Rykum,  which  Sir  Jdin 
Stanley  has  given  so  full  and  so  admirahle  an  account  of: 
many  places  are  called  by  this  and  similar  names^  derived 
from  the  Icelandic  word  Reik,  or  Reyk,  which  signifies 
smoke;  such  are  ReykhoU,  Reikevig,  ReikholUdal, 
Beikanaei^  &c. 
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&tiguing  to  our  borses^  or  upcm  the  f^ge  ot 
it,  where  a  quantity  of  loose  soil  had  beea 
washed  down  from  the  moufitains  by  the  tor«« 
rents,  and  was  scarcely  more  firm  tlian  the 
b<^  itself.  At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  after? 
noon  we  obtained  the  first  view  of  the  niaun?« 
tain^  called  Laugerfell,  from  which  the 
Geysers  spring.  It  is  of  no  great  elevation^ 
rising  according  to  Sir  John  Stanley,  who 
h,d  an  oppp^vnity  of  ascerteining  by  adawa^ 
suremoit,  only  three  hundred  and  ten  feet 
s|.bove  the  course  of  a  river  which  rues  at  its 
foot.  It  is,  however^  remarkable  for  its  insu* 
lated  situation ;  being  entirely  surrounded 
by  a  morass,  which  extends  for  a  very  con* 
si4erable  way  in  every  direc^on,  except  to- 
wards the  north,  where  this  hill  is  not  mptt* 
rated  by  an  interval  of  more  than  half  a  mile 
from  higher  mountains.  The  north  side  is 
perpendicular,  barrai,  and  cn^y ;  the  op« 
ppsitQ  one  rises  with  a  tolerably  gradual  as* 
cent,  and  from  this,  near  its  base,  we  saw  a 
number  of  columns  of  steiun  mounting  to  va- 
rious heights.  Enlivened  by  the  prospect,  we 
quickened  our  pace,  and  at  eight  o'clock  ar- 
rived at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Here  I  left  my 
horses^  &c.j  to  the  care  of  the  guides,  and 
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hastened  among  the  boiling-spriogs,  happy* 
in  the  prospect  of  soon  beholding  what  may* 
justly  be  considered  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary operations  of  nature,  and  thus 
accomplishing  one  of  my  principal  objects 
ki  ttudertaking  a  voyage  to  Iceland.  The 
lower  part  of  the  hill  was  formed  into  a  num- 
ber of  mounds,  composed  of  what  appeared 
to-  be  clay  or  coarse  bolus>  of  various  sizes  : 
some  of  them  were  yellowish  white,  but  the 
greater  number  of  the  color  of  dull  red  brick. 
Interspersed  with  them,  here  and  there,  lay 
pieces  of  rock,  which .  had  rolled,  or  been 
washed  down  by  the  rains,  from  the  higher 
parts  of  the  mountain.  On  these  mounds, 
at  irr^ulaf  distances,  and  on  all  sides  of  me, 
were  the  apertures  of  boiling-springs,  from 
some  of  which  were  issuing  spouts  of  water, 
from  one  to  four  feet  in  height ;  while  in 
others,  the  water  rose  no  higher  than  the 
top  of  the  basin,  or  was  gently  flowing  over  its 
margin.  The  orifices  were  of  various  dimen- 
sions, some  of  considerable  size  and  regular 
formation,  covered  on  their  sides  and  edges 
with  a  brownish  siliceous  crust ;  others  so 
small  and  irregular  that  the  water  seemed 
only  to  be  boiling  through  an  accidental  hole 
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in  the  mound^  and  became  turbid  by  admix* 
ture  with  the  soil^  which  colored  it  either 
with  red,  dirty  yellow,  or  grey.     Upon  the 
heated  ground,  in  many  places,  were  some 
extremely  beautiful,  though  small,  specimens 
of  sulphuric  eflSorescence,  the  friability  of 
which  was  such,  that,  in  spite  of  the  utmost 
care,  I  fvas  not  capable  of  preserving  any  in 
a  good  state.     I  did  not  remain  long  in  this 
spot,  but  directed  my  steps  to  the  loftiest 
column  of  steam,  which  I  naturally  con- 
cluded arose  from  the  fountain  that  is  alone, 
by  way  of  distinction,  called  the  Geyser. 
It  lies  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  this  col- 
lection of  springs,  and,  I  should  think,  full 
half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the 
outermost   ones    which  I  first   arrived    at. 
Among  numerous   smaller  ones,    I    passed 
three  or   four   apertures  of  rather  a  large 
size,  but  all  so  much  inferior  to  the  one  I 
was   now  approaching,   that   they   scarcely 
need  any  farther  notice.     It  was  impossible, 
after  having  read  the  admirable  descriptions 
of  the  Geyser,  given  by  the  Archbishop  Von 
Troil  and  Sir  John  Stanley*,  and,  especially, 

*  I  need  scarcely  refer  my  readers  for  a  mcKre  fuU 
account  of  the  Geyser  than  it  is  in  my  power  to  give>  to 
the  letters  of  Von  TroU>  who  accompanied  l^ir  Joseph 
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after  having  seen  the  engravings  made  from 
drawings  taken  by  the  last-mentioned  gen- 
tleman^  to  mistake  it.  A  vast  .circular 
mound^  (of  a  substance  which^  I  believe^ 
was  first  ascertained  to  be  siliceous  by 
Professor  Bergman,)  was  elevated  a  con- 
siderable height  above  those  that  surround- 
ed most  of  the  other  springs.  It  was  of  a 
brownish  grey  color,  made  rugged  on  its 
exterior,  but  more  especially  near  the  margin 
of  the  basin,  by  numerous  hillocks  of  the 
same  siliceous  substance,  varying  in  size,  but 
generally  about  as  large  as  a  mole-hill, 
their  surface  rough  with  minute  tubercles^ 
and  covered  all  over  with  a  most  beautiful 
kind  of  efflorescence;  so  that  the  appearance 
of  these  hillocks  has  been  aptly  compared  to 
that  of  the  head  of  a  cauliflower.  On  reaching 
the  top  of  this  siliceous  mound,  I  looked  into 


Banks  in  his  voyage  to  Staffa  and  Iceland :  the  work  is 
too  well  known  to  every  one.  The  two  excellent  letters 
of  Sir  John  Stanley  on  the  hot-springs  near  Rykum^  and 
on  those  near  Haukardal>  are  to  be  found  in  the  third 
v(dume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
In  the  same  volume^  also^  is  to  be  met  with  a  full  account 
of  the  analysis  of  the  water  of  the  hot-springs^  by  the  late 
Dr.  Blacky  of  Edinbuilgh. 
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the  perfectly  circular  basin*,  which  gradually 
shelved  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  pipe  or 
crater  in  the  centre,  whence  the  water  issued. 
This  mouth  lay  about  four  or  five  feet 
below  the  edge  of  the  basin,  and  proved,  on 
my  afterwards  measuring  it,  to  be  as  nearly 
as  possible  seventeen  feet  distant  from  it  on 
every  side;  the  greatest  difference  in  the  dis- 
tance not  being  more  than  a  foot.  The  inside 
was  not  rugged,  like  the  outside ;  but  appa- 
rently even,  although  rough  to  the  touch, 
like  a  coarse  file:  it  wholly  wanted  the  little 
hillocks  and  the  efflorescence  of  the  ex- 
terior, and  was  merely  covered  with  innu- 
merable small  tubercles,  which,  of  themselves, 
were  in  many  places  rendered  quite  smooth 
and  polished  by  the  falling  of  the  water  upon 
them.  It  was  not  possible  now  to  enter  the 
basin,  for  it  was  filled  nearly  to  the  edge  with 
water  the  most  pellucid  I  ever  beheld,  in  the 
centre  of  which  was  observable  a  slight  ebulli- 
tion, and  a  large,  butnotdense>  body  of  steam, 
which,  however,  increased  both  in  quantity 


*  To  compare  great  things  with  small^  the  shape  of 
this  basin  resembles  that  of  a  saucer  with  a  round  hole  in 
its  middle. 
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and  density  from  time  to  time^  as  often  as 
the  ebullition  was  more  violent.  At  nine 
o'clock  I  heard  a  hollow  subterraneous  noise^ 
which  was  thrice  repeated  in  the  course  of  a 
few  moments;  the  two  last  reports  following 
each  other  more  quickly  than  the  first  and 
second  had  done.  It  exactly  resembled  the 
distant  firing  of  cannon,  and  was  accompanied 
each  time  with  a  perceptible,  though  very 
slight,  shaking  of  the  earth;  immediately 
after  which,  the  boiling  of  the  water  increased 
together  with  the  steam,  and  the  whole  was 
violently  agitated.  At  first,  the  water  only 
rolled  without  much  noise  over  the  edge  of 
the  basin,  but  this  was  almost  instantly 
followed  by  a  jet*,  which  did  not  rise  above 
ten  or  twelve  feet,  and  merely  forced  up  the 
water  in  the  centre  of  the  basin,  but  was 
attended  with  a  loud  roaring  explosion:  this 
jet  fell  as  soon  as  it  had  reached  its  greatest 

*  I  have  followed  Sir  John  Stanley  in  using  the  word 
jet  for  this  sudden  shooting  of  the  water  into  the  air, 
which  continues  but  a  few  seconds,  because  I  do  not 
know  that  we  have  any  term  more  applicable  in  our  lan- 
guage. The  French  employ  the  word  elancement  in  the 
same  sense,  which  seems  to  convey  a  better  idea  of  the 
thing,  but  cannot  well  be  rendered  in  EnglislL 
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height,  and  then  the  water  flowed  over  the 
margin  still  more  than  before,  and  in  less 
than  half  a  minute  a  second  jet  was  thrown 
up  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  former. 
Another  overflowing  of  the  water  succeeded, 
after  which  it  immediately  rushed  down 
about  three-fourths  of  the  way  into  the  basin. 
This  was  the  only  discharge  of  the  Geyser 
that  happened  this  evening.  Some  one  or 
other  of  the  springs  near  us  was  continually 
boiling;  but  none  was  sufficiently  remark- 
able to  take  off  my  attention  from  the  Gey- 
ser, by  the  side  of  which  I  remained  nearly 
the  whole  night,  in  anxious  but  vain  expec- 
tation of  witnessing  more  eruptions.  It  was 
observed  to  us  by  an  old  woman,  who  lives 
in  a  cottage  at  a  short  distance  from  the  hot- 
springs,  that  the  eruptions  of  the  Geyser  are 
much  most  frequent,  when  there  is  a  clear 
and  dry  atmosphere,  which  generally  attends 
a  northerly  wind;  and  we  now  congratulated 
ourselves  upon  the  prospect  of  being  enabled 
to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  her  observation, 
the  wind,  which  had  hitherto  continued  to  the 
south-west,  having  this  evening  veered  about 
to  the  north.    At  twenty  minutes  past  eleven 

VOL.    I.  L 
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j^5^^  on  the  following  morning,  I  was 
July  U.  apprised  of  an  approaching  eruption 
by  subterraneous  noises  and  shocks  of  the 
ground,  similar  to  those  which  I  had  heard 
«nd  felt  the  preceding  day ;  but  the  noises 
were  -  repeated  Several  times,  and  at  uncer- 
tain, though  quickly  recurring,  intervals.  I 
could  only  compare  them  to  the  distant  firing 
from  a  fleet  of  ships  on  a  rejoicing  day, 
when  the  cannon  are  discharged  without  regu*- 
larity,  now  singly,  and  now  two  or  three 
almost  at  the  same  moment.  I  was  standing 
at  the  time  on  the  brink  of  the  basin,  but 
was  soon  obliged  to  retire  a  few  steps  by 
the  heaving  of  the  water  in  the  middfe, 
ahd  the  consequent  flowing  of  its  agitated 
surface  over  the  margin,  which  happened 
three  separate  times  in  about  as  many  mi- 
nutes.  A  few  seconds  only  had  elapsed, 
when  the  first  jet  took  place,  and  this  had 
scarcely  subsided  before  it  was  succeeded  by 
a  second,  and  then  by  a  third,  which  last 
was  by  far  the  most  magnificent,  rising  in  a 
body  that  appeared  to  us  to  reach  not  less 
than  ninety  feet  in  height,  and  to  be  in  its 
lower  part  nearly  as  wide  as  the  basin  itself. 
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which  is  fifty-one  feet  in  diameter.  The 
bottpm  of!  it  was  a  prodigipufi  body  of  white 
foafia,  magnificei^t  beyond  what  the  ii^armest 
imagination  could  picture^  and  by  conc^l- 
ment  rendering  more  impressive  the  wonders 
it  envelopped;  but^  higher  up,  amidst  the 
vast  clouds  of  steam  that  had  burst  from  the 
pipe^  the  water  was  at  intervals  discoverable^ 
y  I  mounting  in  a  compact  column,  which  at  a 
still  greater  elevation,  wh^re  it  was  full  in 
view,  burst  into  innumerable  long  and  nar- 
row streamlets  of  spray,  some  of  which  were 
shot  to  a  vast  height  in  the  air  in  a  perpen- 
dicular direction,  while  others  were  thrown 
out  from  the  side,  diagonally,  to  a  proj^igiousi 
distance  "*•  The  excessive  transparency  of 
the  body  of  water,  and  the  brilliancy  of  the 


*  Darwin,  in  his  Botanic  Garden,  ▼ol.  i.  p«g;e  128,  has 
a  few  lines  upon  the  Geyser^  which  are  rather  piore 
poetical  than  correct : 

High  in  the  frozen  north  where  Mecla  glows> 

And  melts  in  torrents  his  coeval  snows ; 

0*er  isles  and  oceans  sheds  a  sanguine  light. 

And  shoots  red  stars  amid  the  ebon  night ; 

When,  at  his  base  entombed,  with  bellowing  sound 

Fell  Geyser  roar'4>  aixd,  struggling,  shook  the  ^roun(); 
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drops^  as  the  sun  shone  through  them^  con« 

* 

^iderably  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  specta^ 
cle.  As  soon  as  the  fourth  jet  was  thrown 
out^  which  was  much  less  than  the  former^ 


Poured  from  red  nostrih^  ^th  her  scalding  breath, 
A  boiling  deluge  o*er  the  the  blasted  heath  | 
And  wide  in  air  its  misty  volumes  hurVd 
Contagious  atoms  o*er  the  alarmed  world : 
Nymphs,  your  bold  myriads  broke  the  infernal  spell. 
And  crush'd  the  sorceress  in  her  flinty  cell." 

In  these  two  last  lines  the  Doctor  alludes,  as  he  tells 
us  in  a  note,  to  the  eruption  of  a  volcanoj  which  hap« 
pened  subsequently  to  the  time  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks* 
being  there,  and  which  extended  as  far  as  the  Geysers, 
and  overflowed  them  with  its  lava.  Whence  he  could 
have  pbtained  this  piece  of  information,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  guess :  certainly  it  vras  not  from  any  book  of  good 
authority,  for  no  such  circumstance  has  happened.—- 
This  reminds  me  of  a  similar  error  in  lir.  Adavi*s  Geo* 
graphp,  where  it  is  said  ifmt  Hecla  is  constantly  spouting 
out  fire  and  hot  watery  and,  with  regard  to  the  religion 
of  the  Icelanders,  that  most  of  them  are  Lutherans, 
but  that  there  a;re  some  Pagans.  The  Etatsroed,  who 
possesses  a  very  mild  temper,  which  I  never  saw  ruffled, 
even  in  tiying  circumstances,  was  still  unable  to  restrain 
himself  when  he  pointed  out  these  inaccuracies  to  me, 
and  denied  the  veracity  of  them  with  considerable 
warmth,  quoting  passages,  from  English  authors  who 
had  written  previously  to  the  time  of  Doctor  Adfun, 


. 


I, 


tut  0Eysfiiifii.  i49 

-    4#  ■ 

mA  scarcely  at  tHe  interval  of  tYfOfainutes 
from  the  first,  the  water  sunk  rapidly  iil  the 
basin^  with  a  rushidg  noise,  and  nothing 
was  to  be  seen  but  the  column  of  steam^ 
which,  had  beet!  continually  increasing  from 
the  commeilcfement  of  the  eruption,  and  was 
now  ascending  perpendicularly  to  an  amazing 
height,  as  there  was  scjarcely  any  wind,  ex- 
panding  in  bulk  as  it  rose,  but  proportion- 
ably  decreasing  in  density,  till  its  upper  part 
gradually  lost  itself  in  the  surrounding  at- 
mosphere. ,  I  could  now  walk  in  the  basin  to 
the  margin  of  the  pipe,  down  which  the 
Water  had  sunk  about  ten  feet,  but  it  still 
boiled^  and  every  now  and  then,  furiously 
and  with  a  great  noi^,  rose  a  few  feet  higher 
in  the  pipe,  then  a^in  subsided,  and  re- 
mained for  a  short  time  quiet.  This  con- 
tinued to  be  the  case  for  some  hours.  I 
measured  the  pipe,  and  found  it  to  be  exactly 

and  who  had  stated  the  facts  as  they  realty  wet^e.  He 
begged  me,  oa  my  return,  to  make  Doctor  Adam  ac* 
quainted  with  the  incorrectness  of  his  remarks  upon 
Iceland,  that  they  might  be  altei^d  in  a  future  edition  of 
his  w6rk.--But  the  time  is  past,  for  the  wor^thy  Doctor 
Is  dead ! 


N 
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seventeen  feet  over,  and.  As  I'tlive  bcflS(fe 
mentioned,  situated  in  the  very  cet^tre  of  ttie 
basin,  which  was  fifty-ohe  feet  in  diattieter. 
The  pipe  opens  into  the  baisin'^ith  a  wideti^ 
inouth,  and  then  gradually  contracts  for  aboAt 
two  or  three  feet,  where  it  becomes  quite  cy- 
lindrical, and  descends  vertically  to  the  depkih^ 
according  to  PoVelsen  and  Olafs^n,  of  between 
fifty  and  isixty  fe^t.  Its  sides  are  i^mooth,  arid 
covered  with  the  same  siliceous  incrustation 
as  the  basin. '  It  was  full  twenty  minutes  after 
the  sinking  of  the '  water  from  the  basin, 
before  I  was  able  to  sit  down  in  it,  or  to  bear 
my  hands  upon  it  without  burning  myself. 
At  half  past  two  o'clock  it  was  again  nearly 
'filled,  the  water  having  risen  gradually,  but 
at  intervals,  attended  every  nbw  and  then 
with  a  sudden  jet,  which,  however,  did  not 
throw  it  more  than  two  or  three  feet  higher 
than  the  rim  of  the  basin.  A  few  minutes 
after,  there  was  a  slight  eruption,  but  the 
.greatest  elevation  to  which  the  water  was 
ejected,  was  not  above  twelve  feet.  At  four 
'  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  my  guide  was  wit- 
'tiess  to  another,  while  I  was  away.  I  had 
been  visiting  the  other  hot-springs,   and^ 
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amoqgst  thein^  that  which  Sir  John  Stanley 
calls  the  Roaring  Geyser^  in  which,  though 
the  water  rose  and  fell  several  feet  at  un* 
<^rtain  intervals,  and  was  frequently  boiling 
with  a  loud  and  roaring  noise,  I  still  did  not 
jperceive  that  it  ever  flowed  over  the  margin 
,p{  the  aperture.  Its  pipe  or  well  does  not 
descend  perpendicularly,  but,  after  going 
|down  some  way  in  a  sloping  direction,  seems 
^to  continue  in  a  nearly  horizontal  course. 
Around  its  mouth  lies  a  considerable  quantify 
,9f  red  earth,  or  bolus,  and  on  one  side  of.it  I 
observed,  what  appeared  to  me,  a  curious 
mineralogical  production:  it  was  imbedded 
in  a  hard  kind  of  rock,  but  was  of  itself  ex- 
ceedingly brittle,  and  apparently  fibrous; 
looking  much  like  asbestos,  but  materially 
^differing  from  that  mineral  in  its  extremely 
Jragile  nature.  On  going  to  the  foot  of  the 
.  hill,  near  the  spot  where  the  waters  of  the 
.Gjeyser  join  a  cold  stream,  among  the  nu- 
merous rills  which  the  heated  water  had 
formed,  1  met  with  some  uncommonly  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  incrustations.  Every  blade 
of  grass,  and  every  leaf  or  moss  that  was 
iivashed  by  these  waters,  was  clothed  with  a 
.thia  poy^rixii;  of  the  same  siUceous  substance 
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as  the  great  basin  was  composed  of^  but  of  sd- 
dejicate  a  nature  that  it  was  scarcely  possible, 
even  with  the  utmost  care,  to  bring  any  of 
them  away  perfect.  I  remarked,  in  particular, 
a  Jungermannia  (asplenhides)  so  beautifully 
coated  with  this  incrustation,  that  it  looked 
as  if  it  were  a  model  of  the  plant  in  plaster 
of  Paris*  One  specimen  was  so  protected 
under  the  shelter  of  larger  plants  incrusted 
together,  that  I  was  able  to  convey  it  in  safety 
to  Reikevig.  The  plants  I  met  with  by  the 
side  of  the  river,  which  I  had  not  remarked 
before,  were  Carex  Bellardi  and  a  new  species 
of  the  same  genus,  with  Koenigia  islandica 
in  great  profusion,  and  Funaria  hygrome- 
trica.  Leaving  the  river,  I  walked  over  seve- 
ral vast  m6unds  of  red  earth,  at  the  north  end 
of  the  Geyser,  in  my  way  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain.  Here  and  there  a  boiling-spring 
was  forcing  its  turbid  and  discolored  waters 
through  holes  in  the  surface.  Some  were 
completely  in  the  thick  muddy  state  of  a 
puddle,  and  were  bubbling,  as  any  glutinous 
substance  would  do  over  a  fire.  In  many 
places  was  heard  a  rumbling  noise  like  the 
subterraneous  boiling  of  water,  although 
there  was   no   orifice    near,    by  which  the 
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fluid  could  make  its  escape.  On  these 
spots,  which  were  so  much  heated  by  the 
boiling  streams  beneath  that  I  could  scarcely 
bear  my  hands  upon  the  ground,  I  found 
a  great  profusion  of  Riccia  glauca  *,  grow* 
mg  in  patches,  and  extending  almost  unin- 
terruptedly over  a  space  of  ten  or  twelve 
feet  in  diameter.  The  soil  for  more  than 
half  way  up  the  mountain  was  composed  of 
a  coarse  reddish  kind  of  earth,  intermixed 
with  some  other  of  a  dirty  yellow  color, 
with  small  intervals  of  hard  rock,  and  with 
this  terminated  the  highest  of  the  hot- 
springs,  which,  however,  was  but  a  feeble 
one.  Thence  to  the  summit  the  moun- 
'  tain  was  entirely  formed  of  a  loosely-lami- 
nated rock,  whose  strata  seemed  to  lie  in 
almost  every  direction,  but  chiefly  vertically. 
There  was  no  appearance  whatever  of  any  part 
of  the  hill  having  been  in  a  state  of  flision. 
Many  of  the  strata  were  still  in  their  ori- 


*  I  thifik^  but  dare  not  trust  too  implicitly  to  mj 
memory^  that  I  saw  abundance  of  it  in  fructification. 
I  made  no  memorandum  on  this  subject^  and  the  speci- 
mens  which  were  intended  to  enable  me  to  answer  this* 
as  well  as  other  questions  relative  to  natural  history, 
all.  utthi^pUy,  lost. 


tA4  jot  OBTSBM. 

gtsal  bed,  and  the  piecea  which  had  fitHea 

from  them   had   their  ed^ges  very  sharply 

defined,  and  had  broken  off  in  laniin.«,  of 

iabout  an  inch  in  thickness.    The  stone  is 

extremely  hard  and  compact,   of  a  rusly 

bro«rn  color,  in  some  specimens   more  in* 

«Iintngto  gi^y,  and  with  a  perfectly  smooth 

mid  flat  surface.    Sir  John  Stanley  supposes 

that  its  substance  is  chiefly  argillaceous,  and 

that,  like  every  other  stone;  in  the  island,  it 

.h^  undergone  some  change  by  fire.     I  met 

iwith  nothing  remarkable  on  the   summit, 

-where  there  is  a  considerable  extent  of  flat 

.surface,  almost  covert  with  Trichostamum 

amescensy  intermixed  with  the  Lichen  is^ 

landicm;  and  fro^i  each  extremity  of  this 

i  plain  arises  a  conical  eminence,  unequal  in 

height,  of  the  ^me  nature  as  the  rock  it 

.prings  frooi,  aad  pnxiucing  no  planto  that 

.are  not  to  be  seen  equally  s^bundant  in  va- 

-^rious  other  parts  of  the  country.     The  most 

scarce  were  Trichostomum  elUpticum,  which 

grows  in.  tolerable  plenty  upon  the  dry  rocks, 

and  Andraea  Rothii,  which,  though  it  has 

^been  fQUji^d  in  but  few  countries,  is  very 

.abundant  in  Iceland.   The  top  of  Laugerfell 

afforded  me  a  very  commanding  prospeet. 


Just  beneath  me^  .facix^  ike  eoutfa^ent,  was 
A>  be  deen>  at  one  view,  the  steam  listing 
"bom  upwardfr  o£a  hundred  boiling^springs^ 
among  whi^h  the  gneat  Gejrser,  ftt>m  its  re- 
gularly ciiseular  figure,  looked  like  an  ar^ 
^ml  reservoir  of  water.    A  little  stream  at 
*  'd!ie  rbottom  of*  the  hill  formed  tl^  boundary 
to  these,  and- b^ond  this  was  an  extensive 
ttorass,  whose  sam^fiess  was  only  interrupted 
by!  the  rather  wide  course  of  the  river  Hvitaa, 
winding  through  it    The  view  was  termi- 
nated, in  that  quarter  of  the  compass,  by  a 
long  range  of  flat  and  tame  mountains,  over 
which  towered  the  three-pointed  and  snow- 
capped summit  of  Hecla,  which  rises  fitr 
above  tl»  neighboring  hills,  and  is,  in  cleat 
weather,  plainly  visible  when  standing  by 
.  the  Geyser.     In  the  north-east  was  situated 
the  diurch  and  farm  ci  Haukardal,  and  a 
:coirtinuation  ci   the   morass,   bomided  by 
-some  lofty  jdkuls  of  fantastic  shapes.    In  the 
'  i^orth^west,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  place 
^  whore  I  stood,  and,  indeed,  only  separated 
from  it  by  a  narrow  portion  of  the  morass, 
-with  a  small  river  winding  thnmgh  it,  rose 
^another  chain  of  mountiuns,  thinly  ccMremi 
:  With  vegetation,  beyond  which  some  j&kuis 
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dicwed  their  white  suminits.  In  the  sdudi 
the  morass  was  extended  almost  to  the  coast. 
Mid  looked  like  a  great  sea,  having  three  or 
four  rather  loftjr^  but  completely  insulated, 
mountains,  with  flat  summits,  rising  from  its 
bosom.  It  was  my  custom,  during  my  stay 
in  this  place,  to  cook  my  provisions  in  one 
or  other  of  the  boiling-springs ;  and,  accord- 
ingly^  ft  quarter  of  a  sheep  was  this  day  [Hit 
into  the  Geyser,  and  Jacob  left  to  watch  it, 
holding  it  fastened  to  a  piece  of  cord,  so  that, 
as  often  as  it  was  thrown  out  by  the  force  of 
the  water  (which  very  frequently  happened), 
he  might  readily  and  without  difficulty  drag 
it  in  again.  The  poor  fellow,  who  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  nature  of  these  springs, 
.was  a  good  deal  surprised,  when,  at  the  time  he 
thought  the  meat  nearly  cooked .  sufficiently, 
he  observed  the  water  in  an  instant  sink 
dow,n,  and  entirely  disappear;  not  rising 
again  till  towards  evening.  This  disappoint- 
ment therefore  obliged  us  to  have  recourse  to 
another  spring,  and  we  found,  that,  in  all,  it 
required  twenty  .minutes  to  perform  the  ope- 
ration properly.  It  must  be  remembered^ 
however,  that  the  quarter  of  an  Icelandic 
sheep  is  very  small,  perhaps  not  weighing 
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ifaore  than  six  pounds,   and  is,   moreaver^ 
extremely  lean.     I  do  not  a))prehcnd  that 
longer  time  would  have  been  necessary  to 
have  cooked  it  in  an  English  kitchen ;  for  the 
hot-springs  in  Iceland,  at  least  such  of  "their 
tvaters  as  are  exposed  to  the  air,  are  never 
of  a  greater  heat  than  313^  of  Fahrenheit: 
so  that,  when  I  hear  travellers  speaking  of 
having  boiled  their  eggs  in  two  minutes  in 
such  springs,  or  of  having  cooked  their  meat 
in  a  proportionably  short  space  of  time,  with- 
out presuming  to  doubt  the  fact,    I   must 
be   allowed    to   suspect  that  their  victuals 
would  not  have  been  dressed  to  my  taste. 
The  next  eruption  of  the  Geyser,  which  tocdc 
place  at  half  past  nine,  was  a  very  magnifi- 
cent one,  and  was  preceded  by  ihore  nu- 
merous shocks  of  the  ground  and  louder  sub- 
terraneous iioises,  than  I  had  yet  witnessed. 
The  »whole  height  to  which  the  greatest  jet 
reached  could  not  be  so  little  as  a  hundred  feet. 
It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  I  had  no 
instruments  with  nie  for  measuring  elevations^ 
and  therefore,  could  only  judge  by  my  eye ; 
Jacob  and  myself  watching  at  the  same  time, 
and  each  giving  his  estimate.   The  difference 
between  us  was  but  trifling,  and  I  always 
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took  the  lovtest  calculation.  My  mediocl 
was^  to  eompare  the  height  of  the  water  frith 
the  diameter  of  die  basin^  which  I  knew  to 
be  fiffy'-one  feet,  and  this  jet  was  fiiU  twice 
that  length.  The  width  of  the  stream  is  not 
equally  easily  determined  by  the  eye,  on  ae* 
count  of  the  steam  and  spray  that  envelops 
it:  in  most  instances,  not  more^  probably, 
than  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  of  the  surfece 
of  the  water  is  cast  into  the  air;  but  it 
occasionally  happens,  as  was  the  case  now, 
that  the  whole  mass,  nearly  to  the  edge  of 
tiie basin,  is  at  once  heaved  up:  all,  however, 
is  not  spouted  to  an  equal  height;  for  the 
central  part  rises  the  highest,  but,  having 
gained  some  elevation,  the  spray  divides,  and 
darts  out  little  jets  on  every  side,  that  fait 
some  way  over  the  margin  of  the  basin.  After 
this  last  discharge,  the  water  subsided  about 
fifteen  feet  in  the  pipe,  and  so  remained  some 
time;  but  in  two  hours  the  funnel  was  again 
filled  to  within  two  feet  of  the  edge.  As  often 
as  I  tried  the  heat  of  the  water  in  the  pipe, 
I  always  found  it  to  be  212^;  but,  when 
the  basin  also  was  full,  on  immersing  the 
thermometer  as  far  from  the  mai^n  as  I 
could  reach  widi  my  arm,  I  ne?er  saw  the 


<]filicksilver  rise  above  180^;  althoiigh  the- 
witter  in  the  centre  was  boiling  at  the  same 
time.  It  seems  probable  that  the  height  to 
whieh  the  Geyser  throws  its  waters  may  havd 
increased  somewhat  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years;  as,  when  Sir  Joseph  Banks  visited 
Iceland  in  1/72,  the  greatest  elevation  to 
which  the  column  ascended,  was  ascertained 
to  be  ninety  two  feet;  while  in  the  year 
^739*  ^^s  height  was  taken  by  a  quadrant,  by 
Sir  John  Stanley,  and  found  to  be  near  one 
hundred  feet,  and  this  day,  if  I  am  not  mis^ 
taken,  it  was  still  greater.  Povelsen  and 
Olafsen  were  in  all  probability  deceived, 
when  they  imagined  they  saw  the  loftiest  jet« 
reach  to  the  elevation  of  sixty  toises,  or  three 
hundred  and  sixty  feet.  Previously  to  the 
last  eruption,  Jacob  and  myself  amused  o)tn* 
^selves  with  throwing  into  the  pipe  a  number 
of  large  pieces  of  rock  and  tufts  of  gras^ 
'Virith  masses  of  earth  about  the  roots,  and  we 
had  the  satisfaction  to  find  them  all  cadt  out 
at  the  discharge,  when  many  of  them  fell 
ten  or  fifteen  feet  beyond  the  margin.  Some 
rose  considerably  higher  than  the  jets  which 
forced  them  up:  others  fell  down  into  the 
basin,  and  were  with  the  following  eruption 


l60  THE  GBT8BES. 

8  second  time  flung  out.  The  stones  were 
mostly  as  entire  as  when  they  were  put  in^ 
but  the  tufts  of  grass  and  earth  were  shivered 
into  numerous  small  black  particles^  and 
were  thrown  up  by  the  first  jet  \n  quick 
succession,  producing  a  very  pleasing  e&ct 
among  the  white  spray*  This  whole  day  had 
been  fine  with  but  little  rain. 

satnrdiiy,  ^^  ^^^  o*clock  this  momiug  ther? 
July  15.   i^j^  ^^  eruption  of  the  Geyser,  which 

was  repeated  at  half  past  three,  and  again  at 
a  quarter  before  eight,  and  at  half  past  nine; 
after  which,  the  fountain  continued  to  spout 
water  about  every  two  hours.  All  thesje 
eruptions  were  attended  by  the  same  circum- 
stances ais  those  of  yesterday,  and  were  pre- 
ceded by  similar  tremblings  of  the  ground 
and  subterraneous  noises ;  but  none  of  them 
threw  the  water  to  any  great  elevation ;  the 
highest  not  appearing  to  exceed  fifty  feet. 
Close  to  the  edge  of  many  of  the  hot-springy, ' 
and  within  a  few  inches  of  the  boiling  water, 
in  places  that  are,  consequently,  always  ex- 
posed to  a  considerable  degree  of  heat, 
arising  both  from  the  water  itself  and  the 
steam,  I  found  Conferva  limosa  Dillw.  in 
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i^tubince,  fbrtning  large  cliiik<>green  pMcfaeS) 
which'  easily  separated  and  peded  off  from 
the  coarse  white  kind  of  bolus  that  they  were 
attached  td.  In  a  similar  situation,  also,  I 
met  with  a  new  species  of  Coft^enm  (belong* 
ing  to  the  family  called  by  Vauchet  OseiUch[ 
torm)y  of  a  brick-red  color,  covering  several 
kictes  of  ground  tc^ther,  and  compdsad  o£ 
estreinely  minute  unbranched  filaments^  imu 
Which;  with  the  highest  powers  of  my  micros 
scope,  I  was  not  able  to  discover  any  dissepi-* 
ments.  The  margin  of  one  of  the  hat*" 
springs,  upon  a  white  bolus,  which  was  in  a 
8tai«  of  puddle  firom  its  mixture  with :  the 
heated  water,  afforded  me  Jbe  finest  speci- 
mens of  JimgermmfHa  anguhsa^  I  ever 
saw,  growing  thickly  matt^  in  siich  gieat 
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^'Mr.Sarrow,  in  hiaVHt/a^  to  OicAtft*CA|s/if, gives 
us  a  very  interestiag  account  of  the  hot-sp^in^  in  the 
island  of  Amsterdam,  which  lies  in  latitude  28^  49^  south* 
and  longitude  76^  51^  east.  ''  Some  of  them/'  he  says, 
^'  are  running  freely,  others  ooze  Imt  in  a  paste  or  mud. 
In  some  of  the  springs  Fahi«afa«it*8  tfaermometir  as- 
cended firom  63^  ia  the  open  air  to  196^;  in  some  to 
904^}  and  in  others  to  SIS^,  or  the  ftxiiling  point.  In 
several  places  we  observed  patches  of  soft  verdure,  com- 
posed of  a  fine  delicate  moss,  blended  with  a  species  of 
Ljfcopodium  and  another  of  Marchantia,    These  green 
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tiifts,  tfeiafc  I  oBiikl  with  emt  tidse  off  piawlb 
of  five  or  flix  inches  in  dkm^beiv  Tb«  vimIm 
side  of  these  patches  had  very  much  the  ap** 
pei^rance  of  porple  vehret,  owing  to  tha  aiK 
finsroua  fibfous  radicles  of  that  ocdov  whieh^ 
pfbcesded  tftom  the  beae  of  the  stemsi  aa4. 
mSBered  themselvea  to  be  debfihed,  wi^ovt 
diffieuhy^  firom  the  soil  tbef  had  gmtffm 
ttpoii«  In  water,  aIso»  of  a  very  great  d^CM 
of  heat,  w«re,  both  abimdMyt  and  IujiqiH^p^' 
Ckiafefva  ftm^eaoem  of  Roldb,  and  a  oaii 
^leoies  allied  ta  C.  ritmhria*  After  a  day^ 
alMost  the  whole  ef  which  had  been  sbo^yieffy^ 
w^  die  wind  in  the  sw^rwett,  a  §»9^ 
Sunday,  ^^t  col4  mofDinf ,  attcodfld  wilh  « 
^^  ^^'  nOftheriy  wind,  aflbrded;  m^  a  laost 
interesting  ^pectaek,  ^e  idfa  of  which  ii 
too  strongly  impr^sed  on  my  mind,  ever  to 
be  obliterated  but  with  memory  its^.  My 
tent   had  been  pitched  at  the  distance  of 

fafcdbea  wiBse  fotuid  to  \m  io^iimg  oa*  a  hot  pMl0»  wlipse 
tsmpecaUare^  at  el|^  a^  %m  «a<^  bdfpr  th%9«9^N^^ 
i^MD  wfaieh  tka  rosMta.  of.  %ht  plan^  8pfw)»  WSA 1^^  • 
This  waa  tike  more  rem^rkabl^  s^tlm  wni^4pecia»of 
L^jcopodium,  or  ckibrmiiwi3>.grow6.«Hb  j^jeat  l«»uriM^> 
svoA  in.  tlie  wiater  Jioaioiu  oa  tte.  Uaok  hoitliis  af  Mweth 


4bi«e  tff  four  h4p4red  y  wds  from  th?  Geyw^ 

oeftr  a  pip^,  or  cratuBy  of  ^aq^ideral^lf  4im?n« 
ciooa,  in  vWch  J  bvi  hitfe^rtij  plweryf^^ 
xiQthiiig  e9traor4ins^fy«  THe  w»ter  h44  becft 
flmoat  cpQitantly  boiling  in  it,  m4  flQwittS 
g^E^Iy  w§r  the  mouth,  thvis  forming  $^  r^iilar 
^hfiin^l^  whicb>  I  b^li^ve,  h^d  never  Cftfts^ 
l^ni^g  dwriqg  th^  whol?  time  of  fay  fitay^ 
My  g^ide,  bpw^v^^  had  informed  m?  th^i^ 
9nm«times  the  eruptipns  of  this  9pnng  w^re 
yfi^ry  violent,  and  ^ven  morei  renat^rkahl?  th^ 
tboie  of  the  Geya^r^f  and  it  WW  PP  %h^ 
«c<3om;it  th4t  he  had  placed  the  %wU  SQ  (ilfm 
^  it    Athidf  patt  niw,  whilst  J  wn9  ei»r 

plqyed  in  ^^fc^minipg  aom^  plants  gathered 

thfi  4^  befor(?,  I  waa  Bvrpiis^  by  i^  l:rewen- 
dpiyaly  Ipud  «nd  rushing  npi^ie,  lilfi^  lb»l 

nfiaiiig  from  the  f^ll  pf  a  gr^t  caro^ 
ittim^diately  9t  my  f^t  Ob  putting  a^^i^f 
i^^  Qfinvaaa  of  my  ti^nt^  tp  oba^rye  vfh^ 
ISQpld  have  occasioned  it,  I  ^yr  wUhin  9 
luimdr^  yarda  of  me  a  column  ^f  w»ti|r  riaing 
piiMFp6nd)<^ularly  into  the  ^ir^  from  the  plai^ 
jusft  mentioned^  to  a  vast  height;  but  wb^ 
tbia  height  actually  waa  I  could  form  no 
^id^;  and  ap  overpowered  was  1  by  oayL^feel- 
ipg^  tb»t  I  did.  mt,  for  jionie  (imei  think 


of  endeavoring  to  ascertain  it  In  my  fftsKf 
impulse  I  hastened  only  to  look  for  my  pdrt- 
folio^  that  I  might  attempt^  at  least,  to  repre- 
sent upon  paper  what  no  words  could  posdbly 
give  an  adequate  idea  of;  but  in  this  I  foun'd 
myself  nearly  as  much  at  a  loss  as  if  I  bad 
taken  my  pen  for  the'  purpose  of  describing 
it,  and  I  was  obliged  to  satisfy  mysdf  with' 
very  little  more  than  the  outline  and  pro- 
portional dimelisions  of  this  most  magnificent 
fountain.  There  was,  however,  suflScii^n^ 
time  allowed  me  to  make  observations ;  for, 
during  the  space  of  an  hour  and  half,  an  un- 
interrupted column  of*  water*  was  continually 
spouted  out  to  the  elevation  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,  with  but  little  variation!,  and  in  ^ 
body  of  seventeen  feet  in  its  widest  diaipefer; 
and  this  was  thrown  up  with  such  force  and 
rapidity,  that  the  column  continued  to  nearly 
the  very  summit  as  compact  in  body,  and  as 
tegular  in  width  and  shape,  as  when  it  first 
issued  from  the  pipe ;  a  few  feet  only  of  the 
upper  par*  breaking  into  spray,  which  was 
iforced  by  a  light  wind  on  one  side,  «o  as  tl> 
rail  upon  the  ground  at  the  distance  of  sdme 
paci^  from  the  aperture.  The  breeze,  also, 
at  times,  carried  theammense  vidnmes  of 
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^ie^m.  that  accompanied  the  eniptson  to  one 

i^e  of  the  pillar  of  water^  which  wa9  thus 

left  open  to  full  view,  and  we  could  clearly 

see  its  |)ase  partly  surrounded  by  foam,  caused 

by  t}^^  i^aters  striking  against  a  projecting 

pie^  of  rock,  near  the  mouth  of  the  crater ; 

]^ut  thence  tp  the  upper  part,  nothing  broke 

1;he  regularly  perpendicular  line  of  the  sides 

of  the  water-spout,  and  the  sun  shining  upon 

jit  rendered  it  in  some  points  of  view  of  a 

dasszltog  brightiiess. .  Standing  with  our  backs 

tp  the  sun,  and  looking, into  the  mouth  of 

f^e  pipe,   we  enjoyed  the  sight  of  a  most 

l>riUiaQt  assemblage  of  all  the  colors  of  the 

mnbow,  caused  by  the  decomposition  of  the 

$Qlar.  rays  passing  through  the   shower  of 

4iop9  tblt  was  falling  between  us  and  the 

crater.    After  the  water  had  risen  to  the  vast 

faeight  above  described,  I  ventured  to  step 

in  the  midst  of  the  thickest  of  the  shower  of 

i^ray;  where  I  reipained  till  my  clothes  were 

all  wetted, through^  but  still  scai;cely  lelt  that 

j^  vmpfv  was  warmer  than  my  own  tem- 

per$iture«   On  the  other  side  of  the  spout,  so 

undivided  was  the  column,  that,  though  upon 

tha.  very  brink  of  the  crater,  within  a  few 

Hiiehes  of  the  stream^  I  was  neither  wetted  nor 


had  1  a  fe^  of  being  iM^Medl  hf  mf  Wammd 
or  jfaltihg  dropis.  Stones  of  th^  largest  sitt 
that  i  coUld  find^  atid  great  massed  of  the  si)^ 
ceous  rock,  which  we  threw  into  the  cratl^y 
were  instantly  ejected  by  the  forte  of  th^ 
^iaiter,  and,  though  the  rock  was  oF%  ^(otti  fi 
nature  as  to  require  very  hard  blcM^  froflii^ 
lai^e  hammer,  "when  I  wanted  to  piiacuM 
specimens,  they  Were,  tteverthdess,  bj^  4he 
violence  of  the  explosion,  sbitered  into  MiaU 
pieces,  and  carried  up  with  amazing  ^tH^fMAtf 
to  t'he  full  height  of,  knd  fi'etjtientfy  hi^i«fr 
than,  th6  sUtnmit  of  ^  i^Kmt.  ^  One  piieitt 
of  a  light  porous  i9(ton)e  wU  Itelftg  aft  tealtft 
twicb  as  hi^  ats  the  Vrat^r,  ^iWfi  IMttng  4n  tlM 
direction  'Of  th6  ^alumn,  Vras  met  by  tt,  <iMl 
a  second  time  forced  up  Hio  a  great  ll^gliPt  ik 
the  air.  The  siplring,  aft^r  halving  contifnMd 
'for  an  'hour  and  hsdf  spo/Hthig  it»  waftei%  ^  ^ 
lofty  a  6ointnn,  tod  wfft  such  atnMi'ng  ^($^ 
experienced  an  evi'defM  dfataitilution  ^in  itt 
strength ;  and,  durhifg  the  iBpac6  df  4lfe  «ii^ 
ceedihg  half  hour,  the  elevdAJon  "bf  ^  'sijfiflit 
varied,  as  we  supposed,  from  t^dnty  Hk)  fiftj^ 
feet;  the  fountain  gtadudly  becotaiiftg  tmft 
and  more  exhausted,  a!tid  sdm^lttifes  Mftiritov 
ing  completely  sttiH  Yo^  a  fe«^  txriimtes,  ^tfHt 


trfatch  it  igftin  fedbly  rai^  itt  liSatoit  to  t^  . 
lieiglll  of  not  mom  than  from  kfro  to  tbn  ferit 
lill)  at  the  ex{iiration  of  two  hounl  ttid  a 
haif  ivom  the  cotniMiiceinent  of  the  emptiod^ 
k  c^aMd  to  phiy;^  and  thewattt*  sunk  inl# 
tile  pipe  to  tbe  depth  of  aboal  twttAy  feef^ 
wxd  there  contintied  to  boil  for  some  tioatf. 
I  had  no  hesitation  in  pronounoiiig  tibia  to 
hoy  what  is  called  bjr  Sir  John  Staniejr,  tie 
Nmjo  Gkjfser*;  although  the  ahape  and  di^ 
mensions  of  the  crater  differ  tomewhat  from 
the  descriptions  giren  by  that  gentieman. 
Bat,  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  jears^  it  is  not  Co  he 
<  CQCpec^ed  that,  with  two  snch  powaiul  a^nte 
as  fire  and  water,  constantly  opeTatii^y  a  spot 
lUse  this  should  be  suflerad  to  rmaiii  witbont 
any  altovtion*  Hie  ootline  of  tht  aperture 
is  an  irregular  oval,  seventeen  feet  long  «aid 
nine  feet  in  width;  on  only  one  side  of  which 
there  is  a  rim  or  elevated  margin,  about  five 

*  'Pke  tem^  Gffser,  k  may  he  hete  remarksd,  is  de- 
jifttl  from  an  Icelsodsc  wonl  which  implie*  a  tomkiog 
Jarth>  or  boiling  oat,  in  a  furious  manner^  and  at  inter- 
vals. ^'Nomen  habet  (the  learned  rector  of  Skalholt 
writes  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks)  a  verbo  islandico  ad  giosa 
evoimre,  ebtiUire^   aqaa^  en$m  per  intemdla  in  akilm 
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or  si!!^  feet  in  length  and  one  foot  high;  lynl: 
the  ends  of  this  are  raggedy  as  if  it  had  for- 
merly been  continued  the  whole  way  round 
the  crater,  and  it  is  therefore  p»bably  a 
portion  of  the  same  wall,  which  Sir  John 
•Stanley  describes  ais  nearly  surrounding  the 
•basin  at  the  time  he  was  there,  and  as  being 
two  foet  high.  There  is  at  pnesent  no  basin 
'whatever  round  the  edge  of  the  pipe,  as  m 
-the  Geyser,  nor  is  the  well  formed  by  aiiy 
'means  with  the  same  almost  mathiniiatical 
•accuracy  as  in  that  spring,  but  on  the  con- 
trary it  is  extremely  irrcqgular  in  its  figure^ 
and  descends  in  rather  a  sloping  direction; 
its  surface  being  composed  of  a  siliceous 
crust,  of  a  deep  greyish  brown  color,  worn 
smooth  by  the  continued  friction,  of  the 
water.  These  two  fountains  likewise  diflfer 
materially  in  another  circumstance,  that  no 
subterraneous  noises  announce  the  coming 
eruptions  of  the  New  Geyser,  or  accompany 
it  while  it  is  playing*  For  sevei^l  3rards^  in 
one  direction,  in  the  neighborhood,  where 
the  water  flows  oflf  in  a  shallow  streamy  the 
bed  of  this  is  composed  of  a  thin  white  co* 
Tering,  of  a  siliceous  deposit  During  the 
eruption  of  the  New  Geyser,  I  could  not  per- 


wive  that  it  in  any  warf  affected  jth^  neigh-*  . 
boring  springs.  I  r^nariked  no  particukir 
sinking  of  the  water  in  any,  nor  did  I  observe 
:ttiat  any  boiled  more  violently  than  usnaL 
The  Geyser,  which  was  filled  almost  to  the 
rim  of  the  basin,  previously  to  the  eruption  of 
the  New  Geyser,  from  which  it  is  distant 
about  four  hundred  yards  or  more,  reaMWied, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  in  the  same  state  of 
folnessr  darii^,  and  after^  the  eruption.  1^ 
John  Stanley,  also,  observed  the  same  cir<*> 
cumstance^  so  that  in  all  probability  their 
subtamheotts  stress  are  quite  independent 
of  each  other  *.  We  were  informedby  the 
•p^>ple  Imng  in  the  neighborhood,  that  in 

*  Horrebow^  indeed,-  seems  to  lead  to  a  contrary 
eoadufltoa»  from  the  fbUowiag  abaervations:  -  ''la  the 
parish  of  Huusevig,  at  a  &rn|  called  Reykum,  there  are 
three  springs  which  lie  about  thirty  l&thoms  from  each 
other.  The  water  boils  up  in  them  in  the  following 
manner :  when  the  spring  or  well  at  one  end  hs^  thrown 
up  its  water,  then  the  middle  one  begins,  which  sabsid* 
ing,  that  at  the  other  end  rises,  and  after  it«  the  first 
begins  again,  and  so  on  in  the  same  order  by  a  con- 
tinued succession,  each  boiling  up  three  times  in  »bo&t 
a  quarter  of  an  hour.*'  Page  91. — Povelsen  and  Ola&en, 
also,  mention  a  remarkable  eircumstance>  which  proves 
a  conxmunication  between  the  two  springs,  caUed  Akra« 
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tbe  •priog  of  last  yew  (ISOS)^  ^  tideoT 
shock  of  an  mrthqivake  was  feil^  which  madtf 
aaapertttve  for  another  hot^apringy  and  ctaaed 
the  whole  of  thmn  to  cease  fldwing  for  ^leeil 
dbys.  The  ground^  at  that  time,  appeared 
to  be  lifted  up  scnne  feet;  a  house  was 
thrown  down;  and  all  he  cattle^  which  were 
at  pasture^  ran  home  to  the  dwellings  of  tl^ir 
Masterly  and  shewed  sj^mptoms  of  the  utmost 
terror.  Earthquakes  in  this  quarter  of  the 
country  are  not  nnfrequent  One  happened 
hut  a  short  time  previous  to  the  visit  of  Sir 
John  Stanley^  iwho  eonjectunas,  that  tiiis 
probably  enlai^ged  the  cavities^  comnittni- 
eating  with  the  bottom  of  die  pipe  of  the 
New  Geyser;  for  it  is  to  be  remarked^  that 
till  then  (June,  ^7^9%  that  spring  had  not 
played  for  a  coimdenible  laoigth  of  time  with 
«ny  degree  of  violence*.    A  party  of  horse* 

vsTj  iQ  the  canton  of  Olres,  situated  at  the  distance  of 
aa  hujodred  toises  Irom  each  other.  Od  throwiqg  in 
the  kad,  for  the  purpose  of  sounding  the  depth  of  ooe 
of  these  wellsy  they  found  the  water  immediately  dimi- 
aished  a  foot  and  a  half  io  depth,  whilst  at  the  saose 
Ikae  it  flowed  over  from  the  otiier  well. 


i&cMiiA^,  wh6  t««ei«  ^ditig  the  Qeymn^  Md 
filiddth^  th^r  oouFse  to#ard<s  HftyloMtol,  r^ 
tnindfd  me  that  ser^ee  wM  abooft  fei>  h% 
l^erformed  dt  tlie  tsbiiitch  of  thiit  |)l«ce  thii 
lii<M*riit)g,  and  tlierefere,  as  I  saw  no  pmlM^ 
b^ity  <^  a  sedond  eruption  of  tiie  New  Oef  Mr 
itattiediately  tskitig  fUme,  I  tesolmed  to  kwft 

t  *ttiese  ladies  with  their  lotig  riding  coats  and  their 
tltniiead-dressesl)ad,at  some  distatice^fhnti  the  speetatot*, 
t«l^  mtt«bdi^tfp|fear0aee  of-ali!tlle  ttoot)  of  lMnnie»«6iak««« 
-^Afi  l^lmdic  kdy^  «Madd)e  i&  MSally  iMnlike  ad  Kiigiiijh 
one,  heii^  furnished  ivith  a  semi-circular  elevated  hacck, 
like  that  which  is  attached  to  some  of  our  old-£aishioned 
chairs  j  so  that  a  lady  sifts  as  much  tt  her  ease  iu 
the  Uravdllers  in  the  'passage  of  4ifjnndiu,  iniflie  €orM^ 
Um  o/tte  litsdmy  ^wlko  «te  dMiarilKd  by  M.  HambnUt^ 
as  ttihum^i^^  liding  in  chairs  8tra|^)ed«on  the  backs  ^ 
their  fellow  men.  Sitting  sideways^  therefore,  the  Ice* 
landic  women  lean  their  backs  against  this  support ,  and 
place  their  'feet  Upon  a  small  board,  which  isalBxed  to 
the  ^^adSe  iSit  a  pi^er  Ibc^^t  Iby  liyeans  df  t^oisirayis. 
Ilie  hack  ^of  tiie  -sadile  4s  <^ea  dd%  oi«iHBeaft«d  mth 
brass,  carved  or  embossed  iixtx>  various  %ures:  the 
girths,  also,  are  furnished  with  rich  silver  buckles  and 
with  plates  of  the  same  metal,  and  the  ^aOdle-cloth  fre- 
quently sCffords  a  beautiftfl  specimen  'ofthcabiHties  ^of 
t^Hj^mm  at  iMikkig  ia  tatirtNiuii. 


Iky  and  hear  an  Icelandic  vermouth  Accom-* 
panied  by  Jacob  and  my  goide^  I  crossed  a 

'  swamp  which  lay  between  us  and  the  church ; 
but^  previously  to  entering  it^  we  called  upoa^ 
an  dd  lady^  a  rich  ^rmer^  who  lives  in  th^ 

*  iQ[iniediate  vicinity^  and  whose  hosfatality  is 
celebrated  by  Sir  John  Stanley.  She  was 
^hty-ftve  years,  of  age^  and  still  enjoyed 
good  healthy  though  her  faculties  were  much 
impaired^  so  thatr  she  scarcely  recollected  the 
visit  of  my  countryman.  A  young  man^ 
however,  whom  she  had  adopted  as  her  son^ 
luoembered  him  well.  Her  house^  at  this 
time,  »ca«5ely  deserves  the  prai^s  which 
Sir  John  has  given  it;  for  it  was  as  dirty  as 
any  I  had  yet  e^tered^  and  the  closeness  of 
the  bedrroom,  into  which  w«  were  ushered^ 
was  hr  from  pleasant,  and,  I  should  suppose^ 
equally  hr  from  wholesome.  Yet  in  these 
confined  rooms,  where  the  external  air  is 
scarcely  admitted,  do  the  natives  spend 
their  time  during  the  long  winters,  e:](ceptt 
indeed,  such  of  it  as  is  necessarily  employed 
in  looking  after  their  cattle;  and  here,  too, 
by  excluding  the  air,  and  by  means  of  thick 
walls  and  a  roof  of  turf,  they  are  enabled 
to  live  without  a  fire  in  their  sittii^rfoom 


throughout  thil^  yeai'.  I  heaird  the  n^bt»  ^ 
tbd  inhabitants  of  HaukUrdal  much  tiattti^ 
of:  they  consitted  of  ten  oows,  five  ratns^ 
and  about  an  hundred  shi&ep;  a  property  f«r 
from  contemptible  in  tliis  ishnd,  thougit 
scarcely  more '^than  equal  to  what  Horaee 
c^ed  upon  his  luxurious  patron  to  oflfer  at 
a  single  sacrifice  on  the  safe  r^»rn  of 
Augustus^  when^  promising  to  sacrifice  a  ^df 
for  himself^  he  says  to*  Meeceneas,  ^*Te 
decern  tauri  tOtidemquevaccaB^*.  An  Icelandie 
church-^yard  is  often  in  part  enclosed  by  a 
rude  Walt  of  stone  or  turf/  atMl  the  atea^ 
excepting  only  as  much  as  is  occupied  by 
the  buildings  is  thinly  sprinkled  over  with 
elevated  banks  of  the  green  sod^  whi^^ 
alone^  serve  to  mark  the  burial  plac^  of:  tlie 
natives^  for  whom  no  unlett^^ed  poet  wrileii, 
or  more  unlettered  sculptor  carved,  their 
names  and  years  upon  the  mbriumentaJ 
stone.  This  spot^  previously  to  the  arrival 
of  the  minister;  on  a  sabbs^,  affords  a  tofxk, 
interesting  spectacle.  Numerous  parties  of 
men^  women,  and  children,  who  had  come 
on  horseback,  and  in  their  best  apparel, 
were  continually  saluting  each  other;  and 
any  person,  tlMit'  had  been  absent  from  lte&. 
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Ihe  phee  of  woffriiip  for  a  m^m  Iban  xmf^ 
length  of  tiQie^  eitber  through  iUnecs  or  mf 
other  cAnse,  was  kkBed  by  the  whale  cobt* 
gregartion.  As  tb#y  were  MtM^  90owtoqi«4 
to  see  strangers,  they  all  ftcM^Jied  «wtin4  Wi 
|iresenting  us  with  milk  and  cream,  froih  ^ 
neighboring  farm,  and  asking  us  an  hundM 
qnestions.  Mimy  were  surprised  at  our  hay<t 
ing  come  so  far  for  the  sake  ef  seeing  tbt 
Geysers,  which  they,  are  accniitoAi^  tp  lo<A 
at  with  the  utmost  indifterence.  The  drw 
of  the  female  children  war  like  that  of  theur 
parents,  and  some  of  them  had  even  an 
equal  number  of  silver  ornaments :  moit  of 
ttiem  wore  the  fiJdur,  but  some  of  thf 
younger  <»ies  had,  instead  of  it^  small  oiqw 
ef  Uadc  velvet  or  doth,  which  fit  elo^a  t» 
Ale  head  and  are  tied  unde^r  the  dlin^  otmt 
mented  with  gold  lace,  and  frequently  ter^ 
Biinated  by  a  silver  gilt  knob.  Cape  like 
tills  used  formerly  to  be  much  more  geM»- 
mHy  worn  by  the  childien  than  they  me  at 
present ;  and  it  is  to  be  remariced>  that  not 
only  the  cap,  but  dae  faldur,  al80>  when  the 
wearer  is  on  a  journey,  is  carefully  wrapped 
round  with  two  or  more  chequered  silk  hand- 
kerchiefs, being  pseserved  with  the  grenMt 


\ 


WsJLYy  as  comtitutsi^  a  part  of  timr  ^brQi%  cf 
urtikh  the  Icdanders  are  paiticularly  proud* 
Bi&re  the  commencement  of  service,  the 
priest  read  prayers  ta  a  woman  .fter  child, 
l»rtii,  who  was  ^tting  on  a  low  stool  at  tha 
ehurch  door ;  and  this  short  eermiony  was 
eonoloded  bj  bia  laying  his  hands  on  her  as 
^e  kndt.  During  the  whole  time,  die  woman 
seemed  very  much  afiected,  and  some  who 
iwte  .tanding  rottnd  w««  extremely  attei^ 
tive.  The  chureb  ( which  Uke  most  othevs 
lis  the  island,  fronted  the  west)  waa  simiWr 
ti>  the  one  at  Thingeyalle,  but  more  comjoM- 
dious,  in  having  bench^  iasfaead  of  chests 
to  sit  upon*  At  the  time  I  entered,  the 
priest  was  at  the  altar,  di?essed  in  a.  long 
^UmA  gown  of  wadmal,  buttoi»ed  from  top  to 
bottom  in  the  front,  bktek  worsteds  stocking 
a«d  sealekin  shoes:  his  \mt  was  bang- 
ing, down  a  great  Icngitb,  reaebieg  to  bis 
shoulders*,  llie  women  and  young  chiUrsn 
irione  sit  in  tbe  body  of  tbe  chureb,  the  men 

• 

^  Thk  aslbe  ^8e  wUb  att  the  nativep,  wba  casaidar  it 
aiDful  to  shorten  the  hair  which  Ciod  has  caused  to  grow. 
It  is  for  the  same  reason^  I  suppose^  that  a  few^  probably 
of  the  more  orthodox>  neglect  to  shave^  and  rather  pu(; 
up  with  th^  incom^enience  of  a  long  beard. 


being  ranged  round  the  altar,  near  which,  ako^ 
was  reserved  a  plaee  for  Jacob  and  for  mer 
It  is  these  latter  only  that  sing,  if  that  mo* 
n<^onous  and  inharmonious  noise  which  I 
beard  on  entering  may  be  called  singing 
where  every  one  strained  his  throat  to  the 
utmost,  and  gave  out  at  the  same  time  a 
most  powerful  effluvium  of  tobacco  juice^ 
which,  mixing  with  the  natural  fish-l.ike 
smell  of  the  natives,  rendered  my  stay 
amof^  them  in  such  a  confined  place,  by 
no  means  agreeable.  As  soon  as  the  singing 
had  ceased,  one  of  the  congre^tion  put 
upon  the  priest  a  white  surplice  of  un- 
bleached Ut3i^9  ^nd  over  that  a  robe,  on 
which  was^ *coar^ely  embroidered  a  .  laige 
figure  of  a  cross.  .  He  then  chanted  some 
prayers  from  a  book,  which,  with  more 
singing,  performed  sometimes  sitting  and 
sometimes  standing,  lasted  aboidt  half  an 
hour.  Upon  the  altar  lay  a  large  snuff-box, 
a  cup,  and  plate  of  silver,  with  a  bottle  of 
white  wine,  and  a  box  of  red  wafers,  not  at 
all  difiering  from  such  as  are  used  in  other 
countries  to  seal  letters  with.  Of  the  firsts 
mentioned  of  these  articles  the  priest  made 
frequent  use:    with  the   rest  he  prepared. 
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during  th6  time  of  singing,  for  performing 
the  ceremony  of  the  ^acranient.  Hi^  theti 
ascended'  th^  pulpit,  and,  after  repeating 
i  fen^r  more  prayirs,  delivered,  in  rather  A 
quick  but  impressive  manner,  a  sermOil  of 
about  half  an  hour'ii  length,  after  which  th(6 
ftacramcint  ^'  was  iadministered  to  the  congre- 
gation, kneeling  at  the  ^tar;  tb  the  men' 
first,  aiid  then  to  the  women;  the  priest  put- 
ting ti  wafer  and  some  wine  into  the  mouth 
of  every  individual^  and  repeating  at  the 
same  tiihe  a  short  prayer.  This  ceremony 
terminated  the  service,  except  the  bless- 
ing aild  Salutation,  whieh  were  bestowed 
separately  upon  every  one  of  the  congrega- 
tion, as  well  itiale  as  female.  As  soon  as  the 
whole  was  concluded,  the  priest  spoke  to  us, 

*  'the  robes  of  the  priest^  and  the  wafers  adinitiis- 
tered  at  the  receiving  of  the  sacrament,  are  instltutioDi 
nearly  related  to  those  of  the  Romish  churchj  amt 
together  with  the  doctrine  of  consubstantiation^  are 
maintained  by  the  fbUowera  of  Luther>  whose  religion  is 
the  established,  and,  indeed,  the  only  one,  of  Iceland. 
The  smous  attention  i^tmiifested  by  the  simple  natives 
during  their  '  devotions  would  have  done  credit  tb 
christians  of  any  persuasion^  or  of  manners  however 
refined. 

VOL.   I.  N 


17&  aAUK>vi^iiAi.«» 

apparently  much  pleased  at  aedng  stranger^ 
in  hb  church ;  and^  on  hearing  that  we  were 
about  to  set  off  for  SkaUiok  in  our  way  to 
Heclaj  he  begged  that  we  would  call  at  hia 
houjie»  which  lay  in  the  road,  and  would 
permit  him  to  accompany  us  to  that  placcj 
which  we  thankfully  promised  to  do.  Be^ 
tween  the  churdi  of  Haukardsil  and  the  hill 
LaugerfeUj  the  morass  abounded  with  the 
beautiful  little  Rantmeulus  lappankms  m 
full  flower^  a  plaot  rare  even  in  Lapland,  the 
country  whence  it  takes  its  nanie ;  while  in 
the  drier  parts  gr^w  Careof  Bellardi,  form^ 
ing  a  consideiable  portion  of  the  herbage* 
At  the  northern  foot  of  Laugerfell  the  mi* 
nute  Konigia  islandica  was  in  great  proiu-* 
sion  and  perfection,  as  was  also  JEriophorum 
capitatum  of  Schrader,  a  species  lately  dis-- 
coi^ered  in  Sweden*  On  my  return  to  the 
tents,  I  found  both  the  Gejrser  and  the  New 
Geyser  in  pretty  nearly  the  same  state  of 
fullness  as  when  I  left  thera,  and  they  con- 
tmued  so  till  about  eight  o^clock,  when  there 
was  an  esLtremely  fine  eruption  of  theformar» 
The  day  had  been  clear  but  cold,  with  the 
thermometer  at  4 1  ** . 


V. 


Mondtn  I^^^ilg  the  wIm^  qf  the  pr^ofdii^ 
.  J^  ^^-  nighty  both  the  G^ywr  axid  titie  Kevr 
Geyser  had  remaiQed  perfectly  quiet,  but  at 
four  this  oioraing  we  w^re  gratified  in  sedug 
another  eruption  0f  the  latter^  equally  tnag* 
nificent  as  that  of  yesterday^  though  it  did 
laot  last  in  all  above  an  hoiir>  and  ceased 
spouting  move  nbraptly  than  the  formor 
onet  in  every  other  respect  the  appear* 
ance  was  the  same,  and  a  second  sight  of 
this  phaenomenon  did  not  at  all  detract 
from  its  impressive  splendor.  Duripg  my 
ctay  Muong  the  hot*springs,  besides  colleot^ 
ing  a  numlDier  of  fine  and  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  the  siliceous  incrustation  and  other 
ipineralogical  productions,  I  filled  froni  the 
G^ser  and  the  New  Geyser  half  a  do^en 
bottles  with  water,  none  of  whidh  ttfterwardf 
efifervesced  *,  or  was  subject  to  any  change, 

*  Unlike  the  water  taken  from  the  largest  well  of 
the  springs  near  Reykum,  in  the  parish  of  Huusevig^  of 
which  Horrebow  relates^  page  92,  that,  ^'  if  it  is  poured 
into  bottles  it  will  still  continue  to  bcdl  up  twice  o^ 
thrice,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the  water  in  the  weH. 
Thus  long  will  the  effisnrescence  continue  after  the  water 
is  taken  out  of  the  well;  but,  this  being  over,  it  soon 
quite  suf»sides  and  grows  cold.  If  the  bottles  are 
corked  up  the  moment  they  are  fiQed^  so  soon  as  the 
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but  continued  ultogether  quiet^    after  liav<« 
ing  been  corked^  9tnd  tied  round' the  moutb 

wBter  rises  in  tfae  weH  tbey  Imnt  into  jdeees:  tins 
expuimeat  bi3  been  i»pvad  on  many  scooe  bqttles^  to 
tiy  the  effects  of  the  water." — I  fear  there  taxx  be  "but 
little  more  credit  attaqhed  to  this  story,  than  to  the  one 
which  the  same  author  mentions  in'  a  page  or  two 
ffdkming  of  his  woik>  but  which  he  has  endeannred  very 
candidly  and  justly  to  disprove.  I  aQude  to  the  aoeount 
of  a  particular  species  of  bird>  which  is  affirmedj  say 
Poveben  and  01afsen>  by  persons  worthy  of  fidth,  to  be 
found  in  the  hot-springs,  and  not  only  to  swim  upon 
the  sur&ce  of,  but  also  to  dhre  into>  the  boiling  water. 
This  omithfological  rarity  is  reported  to  be  of  the  form 
and  size  of  a  diifik*  of  a  deep  brown  color  all  over  tbe- 
body,  except  that  there  is  a  very  conspicuous  white  ring 
round  the  eye.  At  the  approach  of  a  human  being  it 
dives  and  remains  under  water  a  long  time,  and  somie- 
times,  continue  our  Icelandic  historiaEns,  it  never  comes 
up  again!  Much  more  coriotts  matter,  retative  to  this 
creature,  may  be  found  in  the  Voyage  en  blande,  t&m,  v, 
p,  88 — 89,  whence  I  will  extract  a  few  lines,  in  the 
words  of  the  author,  or  rather,  of  the  French  editcM*,  for 
the  amusement  of  such  as  may  not  possess  the  work. 
''Nous  n'osons  pas  dementir  tant  d^assertions  et  des 
attestations  de  personnes  dignes  de  foi;  mais  regarder 
ces  oiseaux  oomme  natureb,  &  combien  de  contradictions 
n^  nous  mettons  nous  pas  en  bute  ?  Leur  phunage,  leur 
bee  et  leurs  jambes  d^fendua  par  une  peau  calleuse^ 
paurraient,  si  i;on  veut,  supporter  Teau  bouiUante  ea 
nageant,  mais  en  ,plong|^t>  que  deviendraient  leurs  ^ 
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with  Jresh  sfaeqpNsktn  z*'.    Ha^QgnQw:.coiiir 
pleted   a  number  cf  tbetehi^s  q(\  th^  moat 
iater^ting  features  of  tlm  rei|iarka}>le  spot, 
•pBTtieukrlyof  the  two  Qeysefs,  and  havipg 
cdaeltidsd  such  notes  and  observittions  ^s  I 
wais  able  to  make  during  my  stay  th^e^.I 
.  found  myself  obliged    to .  proceed  on  .  .my 
t  journey.    As  I  had  learned  that  it  w£iS:  im- 
possible to  i^aich  Hecla,  without  first  gdog 

yeux?"  After  starting  other  probabte  objecstiom  to  the 
pQWi^  of,  diviiig  in  the  hot  waters,  po$3essed  by  these 
]t>ir^>  they  conclude  their  remarks  by -saying  ''nous 
croyoQS  done  que  si  ces  oiseaux  existent,  ce  doit  ^tre  des 
amphibiesj  en  ce  cas,  ce  serait  une  grande  et  int^res- 
sahte  nouveattt^  pour  les  naturalistes.** 

'  *  These  I  had  esmestly  reeboiied  upon  bri|^;iiig  to 
.Eagland  for  my  chfrniicyil  fiienda^  and  it  was  therefore  a 
mortifying  cirpiunstance  to  me  to  find  when,  on  setting 
out  upo|i  my  second  excursion,  I  was  asked  by  our 
steward  If  he  should  fill  again  with  water  the  bottles 
which  I  had  brought;  in  that  state  from  my  last  jottmegr, 
that  he  had  emptied  out  every  ^p  of  What  I  had  with 
so  mwah.  pains^  secured,  as  I  supposed,  for  a  long  voyafpe. 
I,  however,  dispatched  some  persons,  with  proper  di- 
rections to  the  Geysers  for  another  and  a  larger  supply, 
and  they  actually  brought  baeck  two  horse  loads, 
Mtdch  shared  a  still  worse  &te,on  boaid  the  Maig^Ofi^t 
^odAnnev 


to  SUlhoh,  lit  nine  this  teaming  our  burm 
Were  loaded^  and  tm  started  for  that  pla^ 
Fi^nentty^  as  w^  went  along,  did  I  IcKik 
back  to  cateh  a  last  glimpse  t>f  Ihe  soene 
l¥hich  had  aflS^rded  me  a  higher  gratification 
than  my  thing  I  ever  beheld  in  my  lifej 
tod  a  pleasure  which  nms  only  diminish^ 
by  the  want  of  an  agreeabte  omnpaaion  wfan 
could  have  been  a  partaker  of  the  etyoy* 
ment  with  me ;  so  true  is  the  observation  of 
the  admirable  French  writer,— th^t  eveiy 
thing  in  this  wofid,  even  sditude  itie% 
loses  half  its  charms,  if  we  cannot  hwe 
somebody  to  whom  to  tell  how  changing  it 
is.  At  about  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  wp 
arrived  at  the  house  of  a  kind  peasant, 
%rfaom  we  had  seen  at  church  the  day  be- 
fore, and  who,  knowing  we  veere  this  tnotti'* 
ing  to  pass  his  cottage,  had  stationed  him^ 
self  at  the  door  with  all  his  family,  in  their 
best  dresses,  to  invite  us  to  enter  and  take 
some  refreshment.  We  were  shewn  intb 
the  fish-house,  where  cushions  were  placM 
for  our  accommodation  upon,  one  of  the 
chests  that  hold  their  clothes,  and  some 
excellent  new  mill|;:Wte  set  before  us.  From 
my  host  I  first  learned  the  difficulty,  bir^  at 


ht  %M,  the  impossibility  oi  feadbiog  ifecl* 
i£bet  the  late  heavy  rains^  whksh  woold,  in 
Ail  likdibood^  preehide  any  poiisibility  <if 
tecess  t6  the  moautaiYi^  or^  even  if  tbie  inter- 
mediate obstacles  conM  betemoyed^  and  the 
base  of  the  hill  attained^  vix)ii}d^  most  cei^ 
tkiiily^  render  dimbing  impracticable^  by 
feason  ct  the  torr^ts  of  water  rasbing  down 
en  every  side»  I  did  no«  give  much  ear  to 
this  piece  of  information^  though  it  ^mts 
echoed  by  my  Reflcevig  giitde>  ivho  now  be- 
gan to  show  evident  symptoms  of  fear  «t  the 
prospect  of  visiting  Hecla^  and  I  determined^ 
at  all  evented  to  proceed  to  Sluilhdt)  as  the 
only  ^ace  where  I  should  have  a  chance  of 
obtaining  more  certain  tidings^  and  guides 
to  aeoompany  <ne.  Near  this  hcmse  1  met 
mih  an  itinerant  beggar^  of  whkh  there  are 
many  in  Iceland ;  some  of  whom  adopt  this 
Mode  of  life  dirongh  idleness^  and  others 
through  actual  inability  to  do  any  sort  of 
labor  that  might  support  ^m.  Itie  scanty 
Mpply  of  food  which  they  necessarily  pro- 
/Cttie  by  such  means^  in  a  Country  where  even 
the  most  industrious  are  •often  reduced  to  a 
elaste  tiordering  on  starvation^  rendet^  these 
i?<>or   wretches  real    olgecte   ^f  pity   and 
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4^nriiig' of  relief  frpm  travellers.  I  was 
surprised  and  mortified  to  find  that  this 
wretched  being,  who  cpuld  scaroely  crawl 
along,  but  who  kept  company  with  us  some 
way  on  one  of  our  relay  horses,  was  not 
able  to  ea|:  a  morsel  of  the  shij^hread  and 
meat  which  I  gave  him  i  so  aocustoin^  had 
he  been  to  a  milk  and  fish  diet,  and  such  a 
stranger  was  he  to  a  kind  of  food  essen- 
tially dififerent  both  in  flavor  and  hardness, 
Our  way  lay  over  a  great  part  of  the  same 
morass  that  we  had  previously  crossed  in  a 
contraty  ^ir^tion  after  leaving  the  river 
Brueraa,  of  which  stream  we  agaiti  cam^  in 
sight  during  the  course  of  this  d9y*s  journey. 
We  went  only  a  little  more  circuitous  route 
to  see  the  hot-spring  of  Reykum,  which  I 
before  mentioned,  as  visible  to  me  at  a  dis- 
tance. It  is,  indeed,  in  its  present  state,  but 
little  worthy  of  notice  to  any  on^,  who  had 
witnessed  the  finer  eruptions  of  the  (jieysers: 
its  water  rises  from  a  ru^ed  aperture  not 
more  than  two  feet  in  diam^er,-  aiul  is 
thrown  up  to  a  height  scarcely^  exceeding 

.  six  or  seven  feet,  but  the  spray  is  cast  to  a 
considerably  greater  distance;    the  j^ts  ar^ 

'  frequently  repeated ;  and  the  ^ruptiona  af€ 
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attended  with  a  loud  and  rumbling  n<»8e^ 
owing  tq  the  vast  quantity  of  air  which  rises 
at  the  same  time  with  the  water.  Some  step*- 
pii^  stones  in  the  river  lead  to  a  more  quiet^ 
but  still  hot,  .part  of  the  chsmnel,  formed  by 
this  spring,  and  afibrd  a  convenient  station 
for  the  people  of  the  adjacent  house,  when  they 
cook  their  provisions  or  wash  their  clothes* 
The  inhabitants  of  this  solitary  dwelling, 
which  is  at, a  distance  of  about  thirty  yards 
from  the  fountain,  assured  me^  that  in  the 
winter,  in  very  cte«r  and  frosty  weather,  the 
height  of  the  spout  is  scMooietimes  so  greats 
that,  if  the  wind  lies  i^  a  fayorable  direetibn 
lor  th^  purpose,  the  heated  wat^r  and  steam 
fTC  driven  into  their  house,  to  suph  a  d^ree 
as  to  compel  them  to  seek  a  temporary 
residence  elsewhere.  Inconsiderable,  howr 
ever,  as  I  found  this  spring  of  Reykum,  it, 
nevertheless,  with  its  accompanimenU,  forms 
aQ  object  both  beautiful  and  interesting,  amid 
the.  dreariness  of  the  surrounding  scenery. 
The  grass,  growing  near  its  margin,  was 
loi^r  and  more  luxuriant  than  almost  any 
I  had  seen  in  the  country,  and  some  little 
rocky  islands  in  the  stream,  a  few  yards 
b?low  the  crater^  were  clothed  with  a  rich 
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btd  of  Sphagnum  ht^Mum,  kitermixed 
with  Hjfiroootyk  vulg4nis,  and  tfie  elegant 
little  Epikibmm  alfumm^  then  in  full  blo»- 
amn.  Our  course  had  hitherto  been  we^ 
tdtlj,  but  we  now  turned  our  fiwes  to  the 
^eoudij  and  looked  towards  Skalholt^  pursuing 
ft  toloaUy  good  tradt^  which  led  m  through 
a  less  boggy  soil  to  the  house  of  the  priest 
whom  we  had  met  at  Hankardal^  and  ni^oiti 
we  now  found  busily  engaged  in  catting 
peat  *  ftom  a  neighboring  morass  for  his  win^ 
ter  fiiel^  dressed  in  cbthes  made  of  undied 
worsted,  with  a  long  blue  cap  upon  his  head. 
The  church,  bard  by,  however,  ^ich  oon^ 
lained  his  wardrobe,  eflbrded  this  Wdrthy 
min  a  suit  of  black  wadmal,  in  vA^rkk  he 
attired  himself  to  accompany  us  to  Skil- 
holt»  It  required  aome  cacdion  to  wade 
through  tile  morass  wfaidi  lay  between  us 
«nd  that  place^  but  the  immediate  entrance 
to  the  small' cluster  of  housea  that  cbm* 

^Thb  iiuttninie&t  Used  for  thfe  fnupose  is  tatted 
T<^-lkuar,  and  la  wsll  fij^wed  in  tiie  Alto  0f  the 
Fai^l^e  en  Iglmnde,  iah.  8./.  a.  In  shape  it  is  ilbt 
much  unlike  an  instrument  used  in  this  country  lor 
cutting  hi^  on  th^  stacks  and  it  is  empbyed  in  the  same 
way. 
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#gt>  the  reiicteneie  df  thd  bbllM)^  Mi 
tine  capi!Qil  of  Icelind^  was^  If  {KyBsibie^ 
itiH  vftMe^  beii^  an  extremely  W6t  aiod 
iK)^y  Mii^  interspersed  With  ki^e  pieefts  cf 
tdck.  One  good  turf  hoi»e»  ahd  thi^  or 
fEHtr  sBdalier  ones  are>  beisilteB  the  ckwrob^  411 
HAt  now  leiMMs  of  the  town.  Thi  «dj«h 
cent  country  is  by  no  iMftns  pteMaiM, 
^ough  grass  is  toleraMy  abundttnt.  imrn^- 
iAiately  surroimding  Skalhbit  we  remaiiBed 
tibe  ground  fottned  into  a.nunibef  of  Itttie 
hlHs^  among  which  was  to  be  se^  tvere  and 
there  the  Mesm  arising  fitmi  Mtne  hot- 
i^Hritiip^  and  pQ  tbe  opposite  ^riiorts  of  the 
fiver  Hvitaa^  which  is  hens  of  eonsiderabie 
widfh^  is  situated  a  snuAll  and  rattler  groMy 
Inountain^  In  the  siMrth^^gaist)  oWr  a  h>w 
tange  of  hilbt  Hectat  TMred  its  heed  filll  in 
our  ifiew^  covereA  with  sno%5  more  than 
half  way  dawn  (From  the  anmmit.  We  hiai 
scarcely  pitched  our  tents^  when  &  handsome 
youhg  widow^  of  the  name  of  Jonetfon^ 
lichly  dressed  in  the  Iceta»i^c  feshi<bn^  Mate 
down  and  inv'ited  us  to  her  hoiise^  where  she 
set  before  us  some  Ren,  ^  rye^pottage^  in  a 
turennoi  an^  a  basin  ^  <Mam  and  sugar*    It 
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mm  one  of  the  best  Icelandic  houses  I  hM 
ever  entered^  and  was,  moreover,  in  every 
|>art  remarkable  for  its  extreme  deanliness, 
in  which  respect  our  hostess  herself  was 
no  less  conspicuous.  The  roonis  were  wain- 
acotted  and  painted  with  blue  and  red,  and 
there  was  a  good  librafy,  belonging,  how- 
ever, to  the  sdiool  of  Bessestedr,  the  lector 
of  which  place,  who  was  brother  to  Madame 
Joneson,  frequentl J  cbnsulted  it.  The  col- 
lection contained  muny-of  the  classics,  but 
consisted  chiefly,  of  Icelandic  books  and 
manuscripts,  relating  to  the  political  and 
ecclesia;Btical  history  of  the^  country,  mixed 
with  extracts  fiom  rach  works  as  are  most 
scarce  in  the  island ;  among  which  I  noticed 
several  pages  copied  from  the  Linno^an 
Amasmtates  Accdemkas.  The  .farm,  .Mong^ 
ing  to  this  house,  was  reckoned  a  consider 
ble  one,  and^d  several  buildings  appropri- 
ated to  the  use  of  cattle ;  but  of  these,  the 
floors  are  never  covered  with  any  sort  of  lit- 
ter, so  that  the  poor  animals  mast  have  but 
a  scMTy  bed  on  the  bare  rock.  From  the  ex«- 
ceeding  filthiness  of  the  place,  it  seemed  as 
if  a  dung-hill,  near  the  outside  of  the  build- 
ing, was  but  seldom  replenished^  /  At  Skal- 
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holt^  for  the  fifst  timey  I^  saw  ptople  cutting 
hay;  which  they  do  by  means  of  a  scythe  *. 
with  a  straight  stem^  aboat  six  feet  long, 
from  which  project,  at  right  angles,  two 
handles,  and,  as  the  ground  producing  their 
crop  of  hay  is  broken  into  innumerable  hil- 
locks; they  find  it  advantageous  to  use  a 
blade  of  not  more  than  two  feet  in  length, 
with  which  they  perform  the  operation  more 
in  themanner  of  chopping  up  the  grass  thaa 
mowing  it.  In  the  evening,  I  met  with  a  truly 
wretched  object,  a  woman  who  was  afflicted 
wiih  the  malady  called  among  the  Icelanders: 
Likthrau;  a  species,  of  leprosy,  or  more  pro- 
perly, according  to  Von  Troil,  elephantiasis. 
Her  face  was  so  corroded  by  the  disease^ 
that  it  presented  the  most  disgusting  spec- 
tacle I  ever  saw  in  my  life,  and  her  lega 
and  hands  were  swollen   to  an  en6rmous 

^  A  flcjrthe,  ^l  every  respect  reaem^ling  this,  »  used 
by  the  natives  of  East  Bbthland.  A  description  and 
very  accurate  figure  of  one  are  givoi  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  Lachesis  Lapponica,  where  the  author 
remarks>  that  this  instrument  possesses  the  advantage 
of  enabfing  the  mower  to  move  fbrward  in  nearly  an 
upright  posture. 
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size^  tlieae  latter  beings  tbo^  covered  with  $* 
thkk  and  almost  white  skin^  lying  in  great- 
wrinkles ;  yet  she  still  complained  of  no  paril^ 
cular  pain^  and  seemed  t6  walk  with  tolerabte 
ease.    Tliis  teirible  oomplaint  is'  well  ktown: 
to  be  hereditary^  but  it  nevertMess  he- 
quently  happens^  that  the  children  of  those 
affected  are^  for  many  generations^  quite  free 
from  it;    an  instance  of  which  presented 
itself  in  the  son  of  this  very  womao^  who 
was  constantly  with  her^  and  yet  shew^  not 
the  least  symptom  cf  the  malady;  bot^  on- 
the  contrary,  was  one  of  the  most  healthy 
and  beautiful   children  which  this  country 
had  ofiered  to  my  view.    Neither^  indeed^ 
does  it  appear  to  me  to  be  infectious^  any 
more  than  another  cutaneous  disor^r  already 
mentioned  as  common  in  the  island.    It  is 
said  to  hsLve  existed  in  Iceland  ever  since 
the  first  colonization  of  the  country,  and  is 
supposed  by  many  to  have  been  brought 
over  at  that  time  from  Norway,  wh««,  ao» 
cording  to  some  accounts,  it  may  be  traced 
to  a  period  of  high  antiquity.    Its  preva- 
lence and  virulence  are,  probably,  in  a  great 
degree,   ascribable  to   the   use  of   wooUeti 
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clothet*,  and  to  lite  mode  of  living  and 

« 

hi^biU  qS  th^  natives;  for  thef  tijce  bi^t 
little  exercise^  except  id  the  fishiog-seaaaiiji 

-when  they  are  continually  wet  with  rait 
water;  and  their  food  is  peculiarly  calculated 
to  promote  scorbutic  afl^ions^  consistingf 
at  the  time  of  fishing,  almost  entirely  of 

^  iiresh  fish^  and  at  other  times  of  dried  fisb| 
in  both  cases  generally  unaccompanied  with 
v^tables.  The  inhabitants  of  the  canton  of 
Bardestrand^  and  those  who  live  near  Patrix- 
fiord,  are  said  to  be  in  the  habit  of  making 
use  of  antiscorbutic  vegetables,  and  to  be^ 
cqnsequenUy,  more  fi^  fiom  the  disease.. 
The  plants  that  I  met  with  about  Skalhdit, 
were  such  as  I  had  elsewhere  seen,  excepting 
only  one  or  two  grasses,  which  appeared  new 
to  me,  Rmuncultu  lapponicus  was  here 
very  abundant^  as  was  the  Kwigia,  and  a. 
new  species  of  Carex,  which  I  had  before 
met  with  near  Reikevig.  On  the  walls  of 
the  houses  grew  Draha  contorta  and  7br- 
ttiia  sidmlata:  Angelica  archangelica,  too^ 

*  The  elephantiasis  used  to  be  equaUy  prevalent  ii^ 
Great  Britain^  previous  to  tbe  introduction  and  adoption 
of  tinen^  instead  of  the  woollen  dath^  then  universaUy 
worjft. 
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was  not  less  plentiful  here  thah  iii  rerf 
many  other  parts  of  the  country;  but, 
although  certainly  employed  as  an  esculent 
plants  both  fresh,  and  after  having  been  kept 
for  some  time  buried  in  dry  earth,  and  eaten 
with  6sh  or  butter,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  so 
universally  adopted,  as  is  the  case  among 
the  natives  of  Lapland  ♦.  This  whole  day 
was   fine  and   warm,   except  that  towards 

*  This  plant  is  liot  only  an  article  of  I11XI1I7  among 
the  Laplanders,  but  is  also  used  by  them  as  a  medicine 
to  cuire  the  spasms,  arising  from  cholic,  on  both  which 
subjects  Linnsus  expresses  himself  so  beautifully,  in  his 
own  peculiar  language,  ih  the  flora  Lapponica,  that  I 
make  no  apology  for  the  length  of  the  following 
extracts : — "  Morbp  laborant  ssepius  Lappones  sylvatici 
vehementissimo,  UUem  vel  Hotme  dicto,  qui  species 
Colicse  est,  et  ad  Colicam  spasmodicam  Scheuchzeri 
proxime  acceditj  corripiuntur  enim  interanea  circa 
regionem  umbilicalem  spasmis  dirissimis,  qui  exten- 
duatur  ad  pubem  usque,  paroxysmis  parturientium  sa(ne 
Tehementioribus,  ita  ut  miser  lAppo,  vermis  instar, 
repat  per  terram  et  urinam  ssepe  sanguinolentam 
reddat,  licet  calculi  nulla  omnino  sit  suspicio  apud 
banc  gentem  a  calculo  et  podraga  privilegiis  naturae 
defensam ;  post  aliquot  horarum,  quandoque  diei,  spa* 
tium,  resolvitur,  ptyalismo  ingenti  per  quadrantem 
horse  durante.  Dicunt  ipsi,  quod  hie  morbus  in 
Alpibus  eos  non  adgrediatur,  sed  tantummodo  d<im  in 
sylvis  per  estatem  degunt,  hausta  scilicet  ibidem  aqua 
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the  evening  a  thick  misty  rain  came  on. 
At  nine  in  the  morning,  the  thermqmeter 
was  at  60°. 

semiputrida^  vi  radiorun^  solarium  calefkcta,  vel  forte 

vermiciilis    scatente.     In   hoc   morbo  variis   utuntur 

-  medicamentis^  et  omnibus  quidem  fortbsimis^  ut  vehe- 

mentem  morbum  sque  vehement!  oppugnent  alexiterio> 

quale  esjt  radix  Angelicje>  cineres  aut  oleum  Tabaci, 

Castoreum  liquidum,  &c. — Caules  Angelics  hujus  sunt 

Lapponum  delicise  et  fructus  sestivi^   quibu3  benigna 

natura  eos  donavit^  dura  nimis  et  immiserieordi  exis- 

tente  Pomona^  quae  Lapponum  terram  nunquam  intra- 

vit.    Caulis  hic>   antequam  umbella  absolute  explicata 

est  (nam  circa  florescentiam  lignosus  evadit),  abscin- 

ditur  prope  terram^  folia  avelluntur  et  cortex  ad  basin 

caulis   cultro  dentibus   vel  unguibus  solvitur,    de^ra- 

hiturque  a  basi  ad  apicem^  cannabis  instar^  remanente 

interiori  caulis  parte  nuda  nivea  concava  et  pulposa^ 

quae   instar  Rapae  vel  Pomi   cruda  editur  et  quidem 

summo  cum  adpetitu^  deficiente  gratiori  in  hisce  orb 

vegetabili.    Cxufx  pueri  vel  puellse  mense  Julio  cum 

rangiferis  suis  per  Alpes  errantes  in  pascuis  illosque 

circa  vespertinum  vel  matutinvim  tempus  ad  casam^  ut 

mulgantur>   reduces  comitantur>  detruncatis   cauUbus 

totum  sinum  impletum  reportant^  quos  in  familia  sua 

distribuunt^  et  summa  aviditate  devorant.    Gratus  hie 

Lapponibus  cibus  nee   nobis  displicebat,  leviter  enim 

amarus  et  simul  aromaticus  est,  immo  et  gustui  et 

▼entriculo  arridebat,  adsumptis  scilicet  tamdiu  diluenti- 

bus  ac  emollientibus^    cibo  non  salito,    camibus  et 

piscibus  sale  nullo  maceratb^  lacte  piogui  rangiferino^ 


I 
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TncMiay,  Coflfec  was  early  ptepved  for  u$ 
Joiy  !«•  by  Madame  Joouefoa  thk  rnomii^^ 
and  was  succeeded  by  a  glass  of  rano^  pve^ 
viously  to  our  taking  our  breakfast^  which 
consisted  of  a  large  dish  of  boiled  saloiOB, 
eaten  with  butter  and  vinegar^  and^  after  it> 
a  n^ess  of  mutton^  boiled  to  rags^  mixed  with 
melted  butter,  and  seasoned  with  a  sweet 

* 

sauce  of  oatmeal  and  sugar.  Duriog  this 
repast,  the  persons,  who  were  sent  for  the 
preceding  evening  to  be  my  guides  to  Hecia, 
arrived  with  the  unwelcome  intelligence^ 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  weather  and 
morasses,  they  neither  could  nor  wouid  un-« 
dertake  to  conduct  me  to  that  place.  The' 
rivers,  too,  were  so  swollen,  that  those, 
which  at  other  times  were  said  to  be  deep, 
were  not  now  to  be  crossed  without  ei^t^eiw^ 
danger.  My  Reikeyig  guide^  also>  declared 
he  would  not  proceed  with  me,  but  await 
my  return  at  Skalholt.     It  was  in  vain  con- 

haustaquie  pura  puta  aqua ;  turn,  inquwn^  optima  con* 
veniebat^.  sed  nescio  num  in  hortiB  nostris  magis  amara 
sit  et  ncris^  yel.  an  gastus  nobis  in  Lapponia  fu^iit;.  8Uu3j> 
quam  extra  earn  $  extira  Lapponiam  enim  nunqaam^ 
arriiit ;  forte  fercula  persica  p^rsicum  requinmt  a4peti« 
turn/'    Fl.  Lapp.  p.  73. 
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tending  with  th^  obstinacy  and  superstitious 
timidity  of  these  men;  for,  though,  owing 
to  the  excessive  wetness  of  the  season,  thert 
would,  undoubtedly,  have  been  some  diflS- 
calty  i»  wading  through  the  morasses,  yet 
their  apprehensions  principally  arose  from 
the  neeessity  there  would  have  been  for 
them  to  climb  a  volcanic  mountain,  which 
many  ot  them  believe  *  to  be  the  abode  of 
the  damned,  and  which  all  the  lower  class. 


*  This  opinion  iis  'veell  known  to  have  existed  of  old 
hi  heathen  -  superstition ;  following  which  the  classical 
poets  make  ^tna  the  prison  of  the  giants :  Caspar 
Petieef^  ^  quoted  by  Arngrimus  Jonas^  states  the  mat- 
ter, respecting  Hecla,  very  circumstantially :  *'  Est  iu 
Islandlft^  inquit,  mons  Hecla,  qui  immanis  barathri,  vel 
infemi  potitis  profunditate  terribilis  ejulantium  misera- 
blH  et  lamentabiii  ploratu  personate  ut  voces  plorantium 
circumquaqne  ad  intervallum  magni  miliaris  audiantur. 
CircrnnTOlkaiit  hunc  eorvorum  et  Tttlturum  nigerrhna 
agmina^  qmt  nMalari  ibidem  ab  incolis  existimantur. 
Yti^^  ineolarum  descensum  esse  per  voraginem  illam 
ad  inferos  persuasum  habet.  Inde  cum  prslia  commit- 
tuntur  alibi  in  qu^cunqu^  parte  orbis  terranim^  aut 
casdes  fiunt  cruentae,  commoveri  horrendos  circumcirca 
tUmultus^  et  excitarr  clamores  atque  ejulatus  ingentes 
longlk  experienti^  Hidicerunt."  HackluyVs  Collection  of 
Yoyagts,  edit.  1810,  yoL  ii.  p.  690. — ^Not  very  dissimilar 
is  the  vulgar  belief  among  the  Japanese^  except  that 
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of  people  regard  with  the  greatest  horror. 
Although  1  had  been  informed  by  Icelanders 
of  respectability,  who  had  visited  this  moun- 
tain, that  I  should  see  nothing  remarkable 
upon  it,  but  what  I  had  seen  elsewhere,  still 
I  felt  a  great  mortification  at  the  refusal  of 
the  guides  to  accompany  me  ^  because,  next 

they,  instead  of  imprisonidg  their  dslmned  in  the  vol- 
canoes,  consign  them  to  the  boiling  fountains;  upon 
which  subject  Ksempfer  has  the  following  curious  re- 
marks : — "  The  monks  of  this  place  (Simabara)  have 
given  peculiar  names  to  each  of  the  hot-springs^  arising 
in  the  neighborhood,  borrowed  from  their  quality^  from 
the  nature  of  the  froth  at  top,  or  the  sedim^t  at  bot- 
tom, and  from  the  noise  they  make  as  they  come  out 
of  the  ground  >  and  they  have  assigned  them  as  pui^- 
tories  for  several  sorts  of  tradesmen  and  handicraftsmen^ 
whose  professions  seem  to  bear  some  relation  to  any 
of  the  qualities  above  mentioned.    Thus,  for  instance, 
they  lodge  the  deceitful  beer  and  sackibrewers  at  the 
bottom  of  a  deep  eiuddy  spring ;  the  cooks  and  pastry- 
cooks in  another,  which  is  remarkable  for  its  white 
froth ;  wranglers  and  quarrelsome  persons  in  another^ 
which  rushes  out  of  the  ground  with  a  frightful  mur- 
muring noise;    and   so  on.    After  this  manner,  im- 
posing upon  the  blind  and  superstitious  vulgar,  they 
squeeze  money  out  of  them,  making  them  believe  that 
by  their  prayers  and  intercession  they  may  be  delivered 
from  their  places  of  torment  after  death.**— -Hi<tor|f  of 
Japan,  vol.  i.  p.  106. 
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to  visiting  the  hot-springs,  the  opportunity 
of  climbing  Hecla  was  my  grand  object  in 
Iceland.  At  first,  I  thought  of  waiting  a 
few  days  for  better  weather,  but  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  rain,  and  the  little  prospect 
there  was  of  its  clearing  up  induced  me, 
before  the  evening,  to  determine  upon  de- 
parting for  Reikevig  on  the  morrow;  espe- 
cially as  the  fortnight,  the  time  allowed  me 
previously  to  the  sailing  of  the  Margaret 
and  Anne,  was  within  three  or  four  days 
of  its  expiration.  However,  I  left  it  with 
somewhat  the  less  regret,  from  hoping  it 
would  be  in  my  power  to  revisit  the  coun- 
try at  a  future  time,  under  more  fortunate 
auspices.  I  have  before  mentioned  that  the 
bishop's  see  had  been  removed  from  Skal- 
holt  to  Reikevig:  at  the  same  time  the 
cathedral,  also,  was  pulled  down,  and  a  new 
and  very  neat  wooden  church  erected  in  its 
stead.  Our  fair  hostess  accompanied  us 
to  this  building,  which,  however,  contains 
none  of  those  reliques  of  antiquity  ♦   that 

*  These  were,  at  the  time  when  Olafiien  and  Poveken 
wrote  their  history  (about  1760)  >  two  ancient  altar- 
pieces^  and  a  bishop's  staff  (bfiiton  d*£v^ue),  of  which 
the  upper  part  was  brass,  richly  ^It.    There  was>  like* 
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th6  cathedral  was  said  formerly  to  possess, 
unless,  indeed,  an.  altar-cloth,  with  some 
rohes,  and  a  mitre  ric4ily  worked  in  gold, 
but  now  very  mudi  tarnished,  may  be  con- 

wise*  to  be  seen  the  coffin  of  St«  Thorlak,  vfho  was  made 
bishop  of  Iceland^  in  1178,  and  died  in  1193.  His  Saga 
is  said  to  be  fiill  of  miracles,  and  he  found  worshippers, 
according  to  Von  Troil,  not  only  in  Iceland,  but  also  in 
Denmark,  Norway,  JEngbnd,  Scotland,  the  Otkosf  lakes, 
and  Greenland,  and  even  had  a  church  ^dedicated  to 
him  at  Constantinople.  On  the  thirteenth  of  August, 
1198,  his  bones  were  dug  up  and  deposited  in  a  coffin, 
plated  with  gold  and  silver,  and  it  was  resolved  that  tins 
day,  as  well  as  that  on  which  he  was  elec^d  bishop,  and 
that  on  which  he  died,  should  be  annually  celebrated. 
Gysseiiis  Einarsson,  'who  was  made  bishop  in  1540,  and 
was  a  violent  enemy  to  popery,  caused  the  ornaments  to 
be  broken  off,  and  the  coffin  covered  with  copper  g^t : 
in  such  state  it  was  eachibited  in  the  cathedral  at  the 
tinie  Sir  Joseph  JBanks  was  ,there  (1772).  The  relique 
that  was  shewn  for  a  portion  of  his  skull  was  ascertained 
to  be  only  a  piece  of  a  large  cocoa-nut-shell ! — rWhile 
preparing  this  part  of  my  little  work  for  the  press,  I 
have  been  enabled,  through  the  kindness  of  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  to  have  before  me,  anciongst  many  other  dran^ 
lags  made  by  his  artists,  two,  which  represent  views  in 
different  directions  of  the  cathedral  of  Skalholt :  from 
these  it  appears  to  have  been  built  entirely  of  boards,  in 
the  form  of  a  cross,  and,  but  for  a  little  wooden  spice, 
would  have  been  so  lik«  an  EngUali  bai*n,  ihat  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  with  which  I.  can  so  weii  ocunpanB  it. 
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irid€l*6d  as  laying  ckiili  tb  be  $0  itgarckdt 
unfortunately  my  memory^  at  tliis  time^ 
will  not  enable  me  to  fecollect  what  I  wa« 
infortned  concemiiig  theni.  The  pulpit  in 
the  churoh  is  extremely  well  made^  and 
Home  Small,  but  not  ill  eScecuted,  figures,  are 
painted  upon  it*  A  very  tolerable  Danish 
painting,  also,  of  the  late  bidhop  of  the 
plaoe,  who  had,  if  I  mistake  not,  married 
n  sister  of  Madame  Joneson,  is  hangihg  up 
against  the  wall ;  and,  underneath  the  floor, 
which  aiK)rds  a  protection  to  it  from  injury^ 
and  of  which  a  part  lifts  ap,  like  a  trap- 
door, to  exhibit  it,  is  laid  a  handsome  tablet, 
richly  inscribed  in  gilt;  letters,  in  commemo* 


The  numerous  small  buildings  that  were  then  situated  close 
by  the  cathedral>  and  formed  the  town>  were  occupied, 
as  Sir  Jcee^h  Banks  informs  me,  etitirely  by  the  bishop's 
dependants  and  twenty-eight  boys  who  were  at  the 
school,  and  were  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  King 
of  Denmark.  Among  the  whole  cluster,  I  can  now  only 
recognise  the  house  at  present  occupied  by  Madame 
Joneson;  so  tnnch  is  the  pla^  altered  within  these 
forty  years. — Sir  Joseph  also  posseiises  the  drawing  6f 
an  ancient  weapon,  seven  feet  long,  which  he  saw  in 
the  cathedral  of  Skalholt,  in  shape  much  lik«  a  halberd, 
and  said  to  have  belonged  to  a  fkmous  hero  named 
Skarphfidin,  who  died  in  the  year  I004« 
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ration  of  his  virtues  and  learning.  The  ca* 
thedral  of  Skalholt  is  reported  to  have  been 
a  noble  structure^  and  perhaps  really  was  so 
for  Iceland^  where  the  inagnifioence  of  build* 
ings  is  not  to  be  estimated  according  to  our 
southern  ideas;  but  the  foundation^  which 
still  remains^  and  may  be  traced  extending 
some  paces  beyond  that  of  the  present  build- 
ing, does  not  appear  to  admit  of  its  having 
been  what  we  should  call  in  England  a  large 
or  even  a  moderately-sized  edifice.  It  was 
in  the  year  105/  that  a  bishoprick  was 
established  in  Iceland  at  this  place,  only 
eighty-three  years  after  tjie  introduction  of 
Christianity,  till  which  period  the  natives 
were  worshippers  of  idols.  The  bishop 
that  first  filled  the  see  was  Isleif,  the 
son  of  one  Gissur,  who,  together  with  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Hialte  Skeggesen  *, 
preached  the  doctrine  of  Christianity  with 

*  Of  th^e  persons  Povelsen  and  Olafsen  relate  the 
following  anecdote  from  the  Khristni-Saga. — "  It  was 
Oluf  Tryggveson^  King  of  Norway^  who,  after  having 
been  at  much  pains  to  induce  the  Icelanders  to  embrace 
the  new  religion,  sent  them  these  two  men  to  complete 
the  work;  but  their  proceedings  were  near  filing  of 
the  puiposed  end  -,  for  the  volcanic  eruption  then  took 
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90  much  3ucces8^  that,  at  a  general  con- 
vocation of  the  people  of  the  island,  held 
at  the  Althing  in  the  year  1000,  it  was 
agreed,  that  idolatry  should  be  abolished, 
and  the  religion  of  our  Blessed  Saviour 
adopted  in  its  stead.  The  many  kind  atten- 
tions,   and  the  truly  hospitable   entertain- 

place  which  produced  the  lava  called  Thurraarrhraun, 
and. just  at  the  time  when  they  were  preaching  to  their 
countrymen^  some  messengers  arrived  with  the  grievous 
intelligence  f :  whence  the  pagans  were  led  to  believe 
that  they  saw  in  this  eruption  a  proof  of  the  aoger  of 
their  gods,  at  the  blasphemous  discourses  of  the  par- 
tisans of  Christianity.  It  was  not  a  little  fortimate 
then,  that  at  a  moment,  as  critical  as  it  was  decisive, 
one  of  the  pagans  named  Si^orro  Godi,  a  priest  (who, 
perhaps,  had  conceived  a  good  opinion  of  the  new  feith), 
succeeded  in  calming  them,  by  putting  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing question,  no  less  laconic  than  ingenious :  '  um 
hyat  reiddqust  gudin  tha  er  her  brann  raunit  er  na 
floendum  ver  a  ^'  What,  then,  was  the  cause  of  the  anger 
of  the  gods  J  when  they  burned  the  rock  on  which  we  are 
now  standing  ? — for  all  who  were  present  knew  that  this 
had  happened  before  the  coimtry  was  inliabited.** 

f  *'  ]Ecce  autein  vir  cunu  anhelus  :  ignem  subterraneum  in  Olfos 
erupisse,  et  jam  villae  Thoioddi  pontificis  imminere  nunciat.  Tum 
ethnioi  i  non  miram,  si  ejusmodi  sermonibus  ezcandescercnt  Dii, 
vociferaotur.  At  SnQrriys  pontifez :  <  quid  igitur  excanduerunl  Dii, 
cum  scopulus  cut  nunc  insistimus  covfiagravit  7  *  "  Khristni-Saga, 
cap.  ii.  p.  88— 90, 
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ment  which  I  had  received  from  Madame 
Joneson^  made  me  feel  anxious  to  make  her 
in  return  some  little  acknowledgement^  and 
I  was  vexed^  on  examination  of  my  stocky 
to  find  it  so  much  reduced  as  to  rendet  it 
not  a  little  difficult  what  to  fix  upon  that 
might  be  acceptable.  My  tea  and  cofi^ 
were  already  expended ;  nor  could  I  think 
ei  any  thing  to  ofier  her  but  a  shirty  a  few 
cravats^  and  a  pocket  handkerchief.  1  felt 
how  unworthy  such  trifles  were  of  her  ac- 
ceptance^ as  a  reward  for  so  much  hospita- 
lity^ and  I  was  therefore  the  more  pleased 
to  find  them  received  with  evident  marks 
of  gratification.  Her  happiness  was  mani* 
fested  by  a  friendly  salute,  and  by  the 
eagerness  with  which  she  unfolded  and  sur- 
veyed the  different  articles.  She  was  greatly 
puzzled,  however,  to  ascertain  ^  use  of 
the  frill  of  the  shirt,  and  led  me  into  no 
less  perplexity  by  consulting  me  on  the  best 
mode  of  converting  it  into  ati  article  of  ap- 
parel that  might  be  serviceable  to  herself. 
I  was  much  struck  with  this  incident,  as 
singularly  characteristic  of  the  simplicity  of 
manners  even  of  the  higher  classes  of  the 
inhabitants^  and,  trifling  as  it  may  appear  in 
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itself  I  therefore  record  the  loieodote  m 
my  journal.  A  rainy  afternoon  made  me 
come  to  a  determination  to  turn  our  backs 
at  once  on  Hecla  *",  and  return  without 
delay  to  Reikevig^  in  pursuance  of  wfaich^ 
about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  having 
struck  our  tents  and  procured  g<uides,  we 
took  leave  of  our  kind  hostess  at  Skalholt^ 
and  set  out  upon  our  journey,  proposing  tu 
travel  on«  keeping  along  the  south  side  of 
Apn-vatn,  till  we  rea<ihed  Thingevalle.  The 
first  part  of  our  route  was  truly  execrable, 
lying  over  rocky  hills,  whose  surfaces  were 
every  where  strewed  with  loose  angular 
pieces  of  stone.  A  steep  descent  brought 
us  to  the  banks  of  a  deep  and  wide  river, 
where  we  found  a  miserable  conveyance  for 
cHiradves  and  luggage  in  a  boat  which  had 
been  formed  out  of  half  a  larger  one,  and 
was  so  led^y  as  to  require  continual  baling 
till  we  reached  the  opposite  shore.  Our. 
horses  were  obliged  to  swim,  which  they 
did  with  great  dexterity,  keeping  only  their 
noses  above  the  water,  though  carried  by 
the  ra{Hdity  of  the  current  a  considerable 

^  JSee  Appendix  C.  for  an  accouat  of  this  mountain. 
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way  down  the  stream.    Aa. extensive  rocky 
moor  succeeded,  interspersed  with  disagree- 
able bog  and  numerous,  rivulets,  and  present- 
ing nothing  interesting  to  the  traveller,  till, 
about  ten  o'clock,    our  wearied  eyes  were 
relieved  by  the  view  of  Apn-vatn,  and  of  a 
lofty  column  of  steam  from  the  boiling  foun- 
tain  of  Reykum.     As  we  ascended  the  hills 
on   the    west  sjide   o^  Apn-vatn,   the  rain 
changed  to  a  thick  mist,  accompanied  by  a 
degree  of  cold,  which  I  should  scarcely  have 
thought  could  have  been  experienced  south 
of ,  the  arctic  circle  in  the  month  of  July. 
A  flannel  under-dress  and  two  great  coats^ 
in  addition  to  my  usual  quantity  of  apparel^ 
were  not  sufficient  to  keep  me  warm,  and  I 
frequently  found  it  necessary  to  alight  from 
my  horse,  preferring  the  fatigue  of  walking 
under  such  a  weight  of  clothes,  to  the  exces- 
sive cold  experienced  during  more  moderate 
exercise.     About  midnight  it  became  appa- 
rent from  the  broken  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  the  holes  which  here  and  there   pre- 
sented themselves,  that  we  were  approaching 
a  continuation  of  the  extraordinary  country 
that  extends  in  an  easterly  direction  from 
Thingevalie^  while  the  duskiness  that  per- 
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vades  the  atmosphere  ia  the  night  at  thi$ 
season  of  the  year,  together  with  the  fog 
which  now  confined  our  view  to  within  a 
few  yards  around  us^  but  which  at  the  same 
time  increased  the  apparent  size  of  the  ob- 
jects^ added  to  the  gloominess  and  horror  of 
the  scenery.  We  travelled  continually  among 
the  great  masses  of  rock  that  lie  strewed 
in  the  wildest  possible  disorder  about  the 
chasms  whifch  they  once  served  to  fill  up, 
and  frequently,  as  we  went  on,  were  we  de- 
ceived by  the  imaginary  sight  of  houses  in 
this  solitude,  which,  on  a  nearer  approach, 
proved  to  be  only  huge  rocks,. torn  from 
their  natural  situation  by  the  shock  of  an 
earthquake,  or  some  terrible  convulsion  of 
nature.  However  naturally  the  mind  of  man 
shrinks  from  solitude,  and  rejoices  amidst 
the  dreariness  of  an  Icelandic  waste  to  see 
the  faces  and  to  hear  the  voices  of  human 
beings,  yet  still  in  a  country  like  this,  where 
the  track,  whenever  it  appears,  affords  room 
for  only  a  single  horse,  the  sense  of  danger 
overpowers  the  gratification,  and  it  is  there- 
fore  fortunate  that  travellers  are  seldom  met 
with,  except  at  this  season,  when  the  natives 
are  returning  from  the  mart  at  Reikevig,  or 
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from  some  fishing  station  on  the  coast^  bnngt- 
ing  with  them  their  supply  of  fish^  and  of 
other  articles  necessary  for  their  subsistence 
or  coDTeniaGioe.  Such  a  party^  loaded  with 
planks  for  buildings  we  here  heard  at  some 
distance  before  us,  urging  their  fatigued 
beasts  to  quicken  their  pace ;  and  their  toil 
was  increased  by  their  being  obliged  to  pass 
us  in  a  place  where  the  excessive  inequality 
of  the  surface  would  ejBfectually  have  stopped 
the  progress  of  any  but  Icelandic  horses. 
Soon  after  this  we  approached  a  rocky  moun- 
tain,  at  the  south-east  end  of  Thingevalle- 
vatn^  and,  shortly  after  came  to  the  margin 
of  the  lake  itself,  where,  by  keeping  as  near 
the  shore,  as  the  nature  of  the  country  would 
allow,  we  escaped  the  worst  part  of  the 
chasms,  which  we  had  some  days  before  ex- 
perienced so  much  difficulty  in  crossing; 
and  we  enjoyed,  as  the  mist  dispersed,  about 
two  or  three-  o'clock  on  the  folfowing 
Wednesday,  Hioming^  a  Magnificent  view  of 
juijt  19.  Thingevalle-vatn,  with  its  two 
black  isIands^;  whilst  we  ourselves  were 
riding  along  the  banks  amidst  a  smaU;  copse 
of  diminutive  birch,  intermixed  with  alpine 
willows,  and  varied  with  the  bright  blue  of 
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the  flowers  of  Otramum  sylvalieum,  which 
grew  here  in  considerable  quantity..  For  a 
few  minutes  we  stc^^ped  to  bait  our  horses 
in  this  verdant  spot^  and  then  continaing 
our  way  over  a  track  of  country  that  I  have 
already  attempted  to  describe  on  my  road 
to  the  Geysers,  at  about  five  o'clock  we  came 
to  the  hou^  of  the  priest  of  Thingevalle. 
UawiUing,  however,  to  disturb  the  family 
at  so  early  an  hour,  we  crossed  the  Oxeraa, 
and  once  miore  entered  my  favorite  spot 
of  Ahnannegiaa ;  here  proposing,  if  the 
wealher  would  allow  of  it,  to  spend  two 
or  three  days^  No  sooner  was  our  little, 
encampment  completed,  than  I  clambered 
over  some  loose  pieces  of  rock,  which,  cross- 
ing the  chasm,  formed  a  slight  barrier; 
.  and  hence  proceeded  about  a  mile  up  the 
southern  part,,  where  I  found  that,  on  the 
west>  the  perpendicular,  face  of  the  rock 
increased  in  height  as  I  went  along,  while 
the  opposite  or  eastern  side  was  in  many 
places  not  a  quarter  so  high.  Indeed,  in 
every  part  of  this  chasm  that  I  examined, 
the  western  side  v^s  the  most  lofty,  and 
was   quite   perpendicular,   but   the  eastern 
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constantly  very  considerably  less  in  its  ele- 
vation and  leaning  outward,  so  that  a  sec- 
titm  of  the  chasm  would  represent  the  an- 
nexed figure. 


Among  the  rocks  grew,  rather  plentifully, 
Polypodium  hyperhoreum,  and  a  species  of 
fern  which  appeared  to  me  new,  but  of  which 
I  do  not  sufficiently  recollect  the  characters 
to  attempt  a  description  of  it.  On  climb- 
ing the  eastern  clifi^  and  descending  on  the 
grassy  surface  to  the  margin  of  the  lake,  I 
found,  but  sparingly,  Isoetes  lacustris.  As 
nothing  more  remarkable  invited  me  to  pro- 


c%tA  in  a  rauthel^  diit^ion  in  the  cbwm^ 
I.tvriied  to  the  nortb^  and*  retracs^d  my 
ftteps)  when,  on  lookibg  ba^rk^  after  walking 
a  kw  ^  hufidred  pacea  from  my  tent^  I  was 
amazingly  struck  with  the  terrific  appearance 
of.  |h$  enftance  of  the  pass  of  Almannegiaa, 
tiiie  descent  throMgh  which  I  have  previously 
mentioned.  Huge  masses  on  the  summit 
of  the  precipice  scarcely,  appeared  to  be  at- 
tached  to  the  ^dge  on  which  they  stood^  so 
that  you  would  thin^  the  slightest  breath 
of  wind  would  hurl  them  into  the  plain 
below ;  while  all .  around^  .  in  addition  to 
thesf^  .the  gipeaj;  fissur^s^  the  rocks  projettin^ 
from  th^  sides^  and  the  soantipess  of  vegch. 
tatioQ,  formed  a  scene  truly  grand>  but  at 
the  same  time  divested  of  every  thing  ithat 
might  be  called  beautifuL  Farther  tq  the 
northward  I  met  with  several  plants  which 
l.had  not  before  seen  in  the  country:  among 
them  were  Saxifraga  cernuaf  a  new,  Mir- 
chantia  in  fructification^  two  or  three  HypnUy 
with  which  I  was  unacquainted,  and  Fonr 
tinalis  squamosa,  also,  full  of  capsules.  The 
noise  which  I  now  heard  of  the  falling  of 
water  convinced  me  I  was  arrived  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a    cascade,    of  a  portion ; 
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of  which  I  had  previouity  cftoght  li  ilte- 
tant  glimpse^  sufficient  to  awaken  my  curio^ 
dity  and  make  me  feel  anxioat  to  appreaeh 
it;  to  effect  which  it  was  necessary  to  eross 
one  or  two  rapid  torrents^  when^  turning 
round  a  projecting  angle  of  the  cliffy  I  had 
suddenly  a  full  view  of  a  veiy  magnificent 
oataracty  dashing  its  foaming  waters  with 
tr^nendous  roar  over  the  highest  part  of 
the  precipice^  whence  diey  fell  in  an  un^- 
bixAen  sheet  upon  the  rocky  base^  composed 
of  immense  masses  of  most  uncertain  sizes^ 
all  rounded  and  rendered  perfectly  smooth 
by  the  force  of  the  current^  which^  after 
crossing  the  chasm  in  an  obliquely  winding 
dourse^  makes  its  boisterous  way  through  a 
most  romantic  opening  in  the  eastern  cliffy 
and  then  soon  unites  with  the  more  quiet 
stream  of  the  Oxeraa  *,  0t  about  half  a  mile 
£rom  its  confluence  with  Thingevalle-vatn. 

*  I  have^  on  my  first,  yisit  to  Thiiigevallej  mentioned 
that  it  was  the  ipot  where  the  court  of  justice  was  hdd^ 
and  that  near  it  was  the  place  of  executipn  for  crimi^ 
nals.  Since  that  was  written^  I  am  informed  by  Sir 
Joseph  Banks  of  a  peculiar  punishment  formerly  in- 
flicted upon  women  fbr  the  murder  of  their  illegimate 
ckildrm.    '^  They  are  drowned/'  s^ys  Sir  Joseph^  in  his 


At  liie  dt^tattce  df  a  fcW  hundred  yai^s  from 
this  6a»cadie  lay  some  fiete»  oi  f ock^  which 
hftd  Mhn  from  tike  difF,  in  suck  a  mminer 
m  tx>  enable  me^  though  ttat  m^cmt  eon* 
siderable  difficulty,  to  reach  the  summit, 
where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
stream  which  supplies  the  waterfall,  as  it 
rolled  rapidly,  a  deep  and  wide  mountain- 
torreut^  through  a  nearly  level  bed  of  unpro- 
ductire  rock.  The  upper  surface  of  the  dii(^ 
as  far  as  I  could  see,  both  on  this  and  the 
opposite  side  *y  may  clearly  be  perceived  to 

jouf  nal,  ''  ia  a  pooL  ia  tbe  river^  under  a  ciecade  3  eacr 
iMiiyles  of  which  are  veiy  scaree^  but  one  hapfened  in  th« 
youth  of  the  clatgmaitk  of  TtupagievaUej  w)h)  wi^{f^\7i9^ 
fifty  year9  of  age.  The  ciiaunal  was  tied  up  Ip  a  utxi^ 
which  came  over  hev  head> ,  and  reached  ^  &r  dowo  a9 
the  middle  of  her  kga ;  a  rope  was  then  hUen^  to  ber^ 
ittd  held  by  an  executioner  on  the  opposke  bank :  aftec 
standing  an  hour  ip  that  situation  she  was  pulkdinto^lbfl 
waterj  and  kept  under  with  a  pole  till  she  was  dead." 

*  From  the  summit  of  the  eastern  cliff  there  is^  as 
I  have  before  remarked^  a  sudden  declivity  into  the 
great  plain  in  which  Thingevalle-vatn  is  situated^ 
and  not  only  the  surface  of  this  is  curled^  and  bears 
the  most  striking  marks  of  volcanic  origin^  but^  as 
Sir  Joseph  Banks  was  informed^  the  bottom  of  the 
lake^  ako>    exhibits  the  same  appearance.-— The  fol- 
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have  been  in  i^  melted  and  flowing  l^feB 
from  its  curled  appearance^  and  \^  the.  &C9 
of  the  precipices  the  di&rent  cun^entei  of 
lava  are  very  visible,  of  various  thisikri^9se»^ 

lowing  remarks  and  sketch,  from  Sir  JiNseph  9a^' 
journal,  will  assist  in  rending  more  intelligible  mj 
description  of  Almanpegiaa.  "The  highest  cliff  w?is 
ascertained  by  measurement  to  be  one  hundred  ana 
seven  feet  six  inches,  the  opposite  one  tbirtyns^ix  ftrft 
fLre  lacheQ,  and  the  width  of  the  chasm  one  |iim* 
dred  and  five  feet.  The  fece  of  the  precipice  pf?- 
sented  to  our  ,view,  currents  of  lava,  vaqying  in  thick- 
ness from  ten  inches  to  as  many  feet,  each  of  them 
being  distinguished  from  the  other  by  its  curled  and 
porouii  surfece.  Some  of  them  form  arches,  hwfinQ 
run  in  hilb :  all  of  them,  probably,  proceeded  frmn 
one  eruption,  though  in  different  streams.  The  lesser 
height  and  oblique  position  of  the  eastern  mass,  and, 
indeed,  the  chasm  iteelf,  it  may  be  conjectured,  were 
caused  by  some  under  stratum  having  given  way,  and 
the  consequent  sinking  of  all  above  it,  as  the  figure  trill 
better  explain.  '* 
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dividl^  here  and  there  by  perpendiculmr 
filnar^.  /  A  heavy  raiii  now  put  a  stop  to  my 
botfttiijitng,  which  was^  indeed^  become  an 
itsdess  occupation,  as  all  the  specimens  that 
I  i^ight  have  gathered  would  necessarily 
teite  been  destroyed,  and  I  therefore  re- 
tertled  to  the  tents,  when^  Jatob  and  my- 
sdf  took  our  horses  to  (iall  upon  the  priest 
ofThingevalle,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
some  acknowledgement  for  the  kindness  he 
had  shewn  us.  Near  his  house  1  was  much 
struck  with  the  venerable  figure  of  a  native, 
who  was  employed  in  cutting  the  twigs  of 
birbh  into  small  pieces,  for  burning  into  char- 
coal. His  long  beard  and  the  singularity  of  his 
dress  gave  him  very  much  t^e  appearance 
of  the  Icelander  represented  in  the  ancient 
costume  ^of  his  country,  in  the  third  plate 
of  the  Atlas  of  the  Voyage  en  Islande. 
His  jacket  was  ornamented  with  a  coarse 
'  sort  of  lacing,  and  his  little  hemispherical 
cap,  fitting  close  to  his  head,  was  precisely 
the  same  as  the  one  there  figured^  This 
old  Icelander  served  likewise  as  fisherman 
to  the  priest,  and  had  just  drawn  from  the 
lake  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  Thinge- 
valle  trout,  which  are,  at  this  season^  to  be 


tnkea  in  Ihe  gi^tat  abuodaiMae}  y^  \$^ 
mwertbeless  does  not  afqp^ar  that  any  i^^f^im 
w^  emj^y^d  £(m:  the  piHpo<^  of  curiqg  j^jtrai 
for  a  mnt(^  stocky  in  wlucb  itote  tb«y  wigM^ 
alfiml  jE)auriBho9ent  to  a  nuoaber  /^  fpof 
people  who  reside  in  the  wighhorhoodn 
Indeedi  I  do  not  recoll^t  seeing  tbrpqglHNit 
tiiis  extensive  piece  of  water  inore  t^ui 
two  or  three  boats  engaged  in  the  fisherj;^ 
and  the  peasants  who  lived  only  a  ifew 
Qiilas  distant  from  Thiogevalle^vatn  seemed 
scarf^fily  to  know  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
fyh  as  tlie  foi^Ue.  ^  A  vast  heap  of  l^ce^^ 
dium  aipinum,  lying  near  the  priest's  honse^ 
drew  my  attention^  and^  on  inquiry,  I  found 
that  it  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
their  wadmal  a  yellow  4y9  *y  which  is  done 

*  For  giving  the  same  tint  to  woollen  cloths^  ac- 
cording to  Povelsen  and  Olafsen^  the  inhabitants  of 
Borgafiord  and  its  neighborhood  make  use  of  the  Lichen 
idandicus  in  the  following  manner:  they  strew  some  of 
it  upon  the  surfeoe  of  die  stuf^  Intended  to  foe  Jyed^  to 
which  it  readily  Mtaches  itsdf,  and  thejr  them  foU  tbe 
cloth  upon  a  cylindrical  piece  of  wood  and  boil  it  for 
six  hours  in  an  iron  pot;  which  xlone>  they  take  it  out 
of  the  water,  unrol  it,  atod  lay  it  in  the  air  to  dry  :— 
the  color  thus  acquired  is  a  dark>  but  excellent^  ydiow. 
A  deep  brown  dyt  is  produced  bgr  fabitisig  the  icloth  ki 
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bjr  merdy  boiling  the  dodi  in  water^  wilii  a 
qmntiiy  of  the  Lyct^iodium,  and  some  leavm 
of  f^Mnmum  tiMginosum.  The  color/  im*, 
pufted^  by  this  process,  to  judge  from  some 
doth  shewn  me,  was  a  pale  and  pleasant, 

water  mth  a  quantity  of  the  leaves  of  the  Sortilyng  or 
Jtiutus  Vis9  ilrm,  in  the  same  way  as  practised  with 
tM  liehen  i^lauiikm ;  aad  in  case  it  is  afterwards  desiiy 
al^le  to  mal^e  this  cloth  hlack^  some  &t  earth  of  that 
cqlor^  called  Sorta,  is  collected^  put  into  a  vessel  of 
water>  and  stirred  about  briskly^  till  it  has  acquired  the 
conristency  of  paste  i  in  whiKsh  state^  if  sufered  to  stand 
aHltle  time,  tlie  lower  part  sliflfens  into  a  thid^er  sobr 
8tanice>  .and  a  liquid  floats  on  the  surface,  which  bein^ 
poured  off,  what  remains  is  daubed  over  the  cloth  whilst 
the  leaves  of  the  Sortilyng  are  still  attached  to  it :  the 
doth  then>  having  been  rolled  upon  a  cylinder.  Is 
bcOad,  together  with  the  paste,  for  some  heursi  taken 
from  the  vessel}  suflfiered  to  cool,  and  washed  in  fresh 
and  cold  water.  Dr.  Westring,  in  his  admirable  work 
upon  the  dying  qualities  of  various  Lichens,  has  given  a 
figure  of  Lichen  islandAcus  and  specimens  of  four  colors 
tint  may  be  extracted  from  it,  by  difibrent  processes  y  a 
pak  bii^t  ydlowj  a  rusty  red,  and  two  modifioalionp 
of  brown.-^I  am  bi^py  in  the  opportunity  of  recom- 
mending to  the  attention  of  my  countrymen  this  beau- 
tiful and  elaborate  performance,  a  translation  of  which 
(firom  the  Swedish  language  in  which  it  is  written) 
migiit  possibly  be  of  considerable  service  to  some  of  our 
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though  not  a  briUiant)  yeUoW.  A  similaf 
dye  is  said^  by  LiDnaeus,  to  be  produced  ia 
Xapland  from  another  species  of  Lydbp9- 
dium,  the  L.  complanatum,  bait  withthis^ 
instead  of  the  ^acctnttmi^  are  used  Inirch- 
leaves^  gathered  at  midsummer. 


Thursday,       Owing  to  the  cohtinuancc  of 
July  20.     ^-jj^  j^  appeared  to  be  useless  to 

remain  longer  in  Almannegiaa;  therefore^ 
after  spending  the  day  in  making  such 
sketches  of  the  most  remarkable  parts  of  the 
scenery  as  the  weather  would  allow,  I' re- 
solved to  depart  myself  with  Jacob,  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  for  Reikevig,  leaving 
my  guide,  with  orders  to  follow  me  as  soon 
as  the^  tents  and  luggage  should  be  raffici-- 
ently  dry.  The  margin  of  Thingevalle^vath 
fortunately  enabled  us  to  find  our  way  to 
Heiderbag;  for,  otherwise,  we  should  in  all 
probability  have  been  lost  for  a  time,  owing 
to  the  excessive  fogginess  of  the  atmosphere, 
which  would  infallibly  have  prevented  us 
from  reaching  the  house  of  the  pastor  Eg- 
closen,  where  it  was  necessary  for  us  to 
procure  a  conductor  for  the  following  part 
of  our  journey.     Indeed,   as  oftMf'tt-our 
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kavio^  the  s^ore  and  deviating  frotck  the  imak 
induced  the  neceasity  of  Jacob's  being  seprt^ 
fated  from  me^  in  order  to  recovisr  il^  it  wai8 
only  by  shouting  to^  and  answering  <tne 
anothar^  that  we  were  enabled  again  to  join 
company^  so  thick  is  an  Icelandic  fog^  c4^  the 
influence  of  which  it  is  scarcely  possible  &^ 
an  adequatte  idea  to  be  conceived  in  JSng« 
land^  except  by  those  who  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  in  the  crowdied  str^et9.  of 
Lotidon  in  similar  weather.  At  ninp  o'clods 
we  arrived  at  the  door  of  the  worthy  priest^ 
whom  we  found  seated  in  the  fish^faouse^ 
nursing  his  infant  child^  and  at  the  same 
time  employed  in  preparing  his^discdurse  for 
the  following  sabbath »  A  man^  who  was 
engaged  stowing  some  fish  and  wool^  in  the 
same  bailding,  aSkfced  to  actiompany  u$  on 
our  way,  and  the  pri^t  immediately  sent 
him  in  search  of  his  horse^  which  was  ffn^^ 
ing  on  the  motass.  The  rain  and  fog  had  by 
this  time  so  increased^  that  w6  gladly  availed 
ourselves  of  the  shelter  helbre  us^  and  par* 
took  with  thanks  of  sueh  refreshment  as  our 
h6st  was  aUe  to;.afibr4.  After  three; hpjiifs 
pasised  >  in  a^kw»  expectation  of  the  return 
of  ioarigtiidey  we  at  length  began,  to  fear  lest 
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» 

some'  Mcidnt  shcmld  have  befidlen  han;  for 
the  animal  coukt  not  have  strayed  hr  enough 
to  detain  him  any  great  length  of  time;  not 
only  because  the  spot  that  wonld  afibrd  the 
poor  beast  nutriment  was  very  circumscribed^ 
but  because  it  was  fastened  by  its  fore  Iegs« 
The  priest,  however^  did  not  partake  of  our 
fears,  but  was  more  inclined  to  think  that 
the  intensity  of  die  mist  had  prevented  the 
man  from  discovering  the  horse,  a  circum* 
stance    far   from    impossible,   although  he 
might  be  within  a  few  yards  of  him ;  and^ 
to  convince  us  of  the  probability  of  his  con* 
•jecture,  he  told  us  an  anecdote  of  a  person^ 
whom  he  knew,  being,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  an  equally  thick,  but  more  durable^ 
fog,  for  two  whole  days  engaged  in  a  simi-» 
lar  search.    The  conjectures  of  Ae .  priest 
respecting   our   guide    were    indeed   welt^ 
founded;    for  at  twelve  o'clock  he  returned 
with  tidings  that  he  had  not  been  able  to 
find  the  animal,  and  he  therefore  volunteered 
his  services  to  conduct  us  on  foot  beyond 
the  nK>6t  intricate  part  of  our  route^  an  ofier ; 
that  we  gladly  availed  ourselves  of^  as  to 
have  gone  to  the  nearest  neigfahpr  to  boi^ 
row  a  horse  woifld  have  occupied  fuli  three 


hours.  A  ^biM  of  ram^  with  the  flavor  ot 
which  our  guide  9eeiiied  scarcely  to  be  a^ 
quaintedy  and  of  the  strei^th  of  which  h« 
had  no  idea  till  he.  bad  drunk  it^  had  such 
an  effect  upon  him^  thai  he  did  not  seem  to 
need  a  horse  to  carry  him  fasrter^  and  he 
continued  running  £6r  moie  than  an  hour 
without  once  rtopping;  except^  indeed,  wl^n 
he  was  so  unlucky  as  to  strike  his  foot 
against  a  stone,  and  fall,  in  consequence  of 
it,  among  the  rocka.  This  circumstance 
frequently  happened,  and  at  every  time  he 
looked  back  and  laughed,  as  if  sensible  of 
the  cause  of  his  stumbling;  always  taking 
care  to  tell  us  he  was  not  hurt,  and  pro-, 
ceeding  immediately  with  his  previous 
speed.  He  several  times  forded  rivers  whose 
waters  reached  as  high  as  his  wais^  imd 
tried,  by  wading  in  different  parts  of  the 
stream,  to  find  the  shallowest  and  least 
rodcy  places,  so  that  we  might  be  enabled 
to  pass  with  the  greatest  ease  and  security* 
Aa  oft^n  as  we  had  to  cross  a  morass, 
he  went  before  us  with  a  long  pole  and 
pointed  out  the  unsound  spots,  which,  how- 
ever, without  this  pecaution,  the  sagacity 
of '  Icelandic  horses  is  almost  sure  bf  being 
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able  to  discover;  for^  if  they  perceive^*  by  a 
difierence  in  the  vegetation^  a  part  which 
appears  insecure  to  tread  upon^  they  inime* 
diately  put  their  noses  to  the  ground^  and^ 
as  if  by  the  faculty  of  smelly  stem  to  be 
sensible  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  <^ 
proceeding.  This  instinct,  indeed,  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  horses  of  this  country,  for 
the  shelties  of  Scotland  appear  to  possess  it 
nearly  in  as  great  a  degree.  After  conduct* 
ing  us  mto  a  beaten  track,  at  about  three 
Friday,  o'clock  in  tfac  morning  of  the  fol-* 
July  21.  lowing  day,  our  attentive  guide  left 
us,  and  with  no  diminution  of  speed  set  off 
on  his  return  to  Heiderbag,  in  order  that 
he  might  reach  the  place  in  time  to  go 
through  his  whole  day's  work  of  hay*cutting. 
The  mist  now  b^ah  to  clear  away,  and  I 
saw  at  but  little  distance  before  me  the 
chasm  at  the  foot  of  the  mountsun  Skoul* 
a-fiel.  I  alighted  from  my  horse  and  walked 
along  a  steep  descent  to  the  edge  of  the 
precipice,  whence  I  looked  directly  down 
into  ah  opening  of  the  ground,  which,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  appeared  nearly  as 
deep  and  quite  as  terrific  as.  that  of  Alman* 
negiaa,  was  more  remarkable,  from  having 
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in  the  cebtre,  between^the  two  precipices^ 
a  perpendicular  column  of  rocki  in  height 
nearly  equalling  the  place  oii  which  I  stc^bd? 
and  surrounded,  excepting  a' small  portion^ 
hy  the  waters  of  a  torrent  that  flowed 
with  great  rapidity  along  the  bottom  of  the 
chasm.  There  was  no  way  by  which  I 
could  arrive  at  the  stream  without  going 
«  very  circuitous  route,  and  I  tberefcrc 
thought  it  better  to  bastai  to  Reikevig, 
and,  if  the  time  allowed  me  before  the  sail»- 
ing  c^  the  vessel  would  permit,  to  retiurn 
and  bestow  a  day  upon  the  investigation  of 
this  place  and  the  neighboring  mountain. 
On  our  nearer  approach  to  Reik^vig,  wc 
6aw  numerous  parties  of  the  natives  with 
their  tents  and  horses,  giving  an  appearance 
of  life  and  population^  which  alone  could  make 
the  rest  of  our  journey  in  the  l^st  interest- 
ing. Wheresoever  a  green  spot  presented  itr 
self,  tents  were  pitched^  and  the  horses  suf- 
fered to  graze,  whilst  the  owners  were  repos»- 
ing  themselves  after  a  joiimey  which  had 
been  made  during  the  night,  according 
to  the  general  custom  of  the  Icelanders  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  These  people  were 
on  the  road  either  to  or  from  Reikevig ;  in 
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fhe  former  case  eotkveying  the  produoe  of 
tlieir  flocks  or  wild  animals ;  in  the  hrtter^ 
bringing  back  articles  of  foreign  manufae- 
ttire^  or,  as  is  most  usual,  fish  for  tl^r 
wioter^s  supply.  Among  those  returning 
from  tlie  mart,  I  recognized  my  young 
friend,  the  son  of  the  priest  of  Thingevalle, 
who  had  been  disposing  of  a  cargo  of  but- 
ter  and  wool  for  hb  father.  In  passing  by 
such  a  collection  of  Icelanders,  amounting 
to  many  hundreda  (a  number  which,  for  Ae 
die  space  of  a  mondi  in  July  or  August, 
is  almost  always  to  be  seen  in  the  inune- 
4]ate  vicinity  of  Reikerig),  I  could  not 
help  reflecting  on  the  singular  situation  of 
our  little  party  of  Englishmen,  not  exceed- 
ing in  all  five  or  six  and  twenty  persons,  re- 
moved from  all  possibility  of  succour^  ene- 
mies to  the  sovereign  of  the  country^  and 
having  mcnreover,  made  the  governor  pri- 
soner and  exercised  dominion  over  the  whole 
island,  yet,  nevertheless,  living  unmolested 
by  a  single  native,  and  undisturbed,  except 
by  a  few,  who  seemed  to  have  interested 
motives  in  falsely  representing  the  people 
as  ripe  for  insurrection.  Our  state  of  se- 
curity was  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  wil* 


of  ttie  Dttiies^  aad  to  the  &lh  petnmMEi 
tbejr  entsertained  that  it  was  the  British 
alone  who  could  supply  them,  in  times  of 
scarcity,  with  necessary  subsistaice,  and 
keep  them  from  a  state  of  mdual  stairfiatiooi 
Of  the  eidst^ice  of  sisch  a  feeling  everj^ 
day's  residence  at  Reiken^ig  flsnrished  abim^ 
dant  testimony;  but  still  more  sati^fe^twyr 
yf9&^  the  proofs  I  received,  as  vhA\  durmg 
the  present  as  in  my  sudt^eediiaig  esomaioasi/ 
when  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants,  aA 
the  prospect  g(  being  placed  under  Englisb 
government,  was  repeatedly  expressed*  to 
toe,  and  that,  not  only  by  the  poefrer  elsm 
of  people,  but  also  by  those  high  iii  potvc^  ilk 
the  island.  On  my  arrival  at  Reikevig,^ 
between  six  and  seven  o'clock  in  ih^  mmiy^ 
ing^  Bo.&r  from  finding  the  Margaret  and 
Anne  in  readiness  to  sail,  it  was  even  doubt'^ 
ful  whether  she  would  be  so  during  the 
course  of  the  next  w^k^  which  was  to  me, 
and  perhaps  to  me  only,  a  fortunate  ciroum-* 
stance,  as  it  afibrded  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
more  of  the  country  than  I  had  lately  ex« 
pected  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  do.  I 
determined  therefore,  following  as  well  the 


reocmnneiidatson  ci  Stififcsaviptiiian  Stephmi- 
aeoi  as  mjr  own  inciiuAtidQ^  to  avail  myself 
of  the  kind  invitation  given  me  by  his  sony 
khe  Etetsroed  and  chief  justice  of  the  island^ 
and  visit  the  district  of  Bocgafiord  where  he 
resides ;  but^  as  the  care  of  my  herbariuln 
and  the  arranging  c^  the  other  collections 
made;  in  my  late  excursion^  required  two  or 
three  day«^  I  was  unable  to  set  out  before 
the  following.  FrSday^  when  the  Stiftsampt* 
mim.  again .  insisted  upon  supplying  me  with 
horses^  trats^  &c.  Independently^  indeed^ 
of  the  presiervation  of  my  treasures,  I  h^ 
also  other  motives  for  thus  delaying  my 
journey  to  Borgafiofd.:  one  of  them  was  my 
wish  to  be  present  at  the  great  salmon-r 
fishery,  at  a  river  not  far  from  this  town^ 
which  was  to  take  place  on  the  twenty*fifth 
of  this  month;  and  another  was  my.  desire  tQ 
visit  the  sulj^ur-springs  of  Kreisevig,  which 
Count  Tramp  had  ob%ingly  recommend- 
ed to  my  attention,  as  being  amongst  the 
greatest  curiosities  that  the  island  affords. 

Sunday,  Wc  had  now   been  so  long  in 

July  23.  anxious  expectation  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Flora,  another  merchant-ves^  belong- 
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ing  to  Mr.  Phelps^  which  was  to  sail  almort 
immediateljr  after  us^  that  we  began  to  fear 
l^t  some  accident  should  have  happened 
to  her  oh  the  passage;  and  I  felt  myself 
particularly  uneasy  on  the  subject,  as  I  had 
considerable  reason  to  expect  by  her  my 
firiend^  Mr.  Borrer^  in  whose  company  I 
had  found  such  pleasure  the  preceding 
year^  when  he  participated  with  me  in  the 
iatigues  and  enjoyments  of  a*  tour  through 
the  north  of  Scotland  and  the  Orkney 
Islands.  It  may^  therefore^  easily  be  guess- 
ed how  much^  in  my  present  situation^ 
when  any  society  would  be  valuable,  I 
longed  for  that  of  a  man,  whose  taste  for 
natural  history  was  congenial  to  my  own, 
whose  friendship  I  was  well  assured  of^  and 
whose  natural  acuteness  and  various  informa- 
tion could  not  fail  materially  to  promote 
the  object  we  both  had  in  view.  We  were 
consequently  not  a  little  gratified,  on  having 
word  brought  to  us  at  two  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, that  a  vessel  was  beating  into  the  bay, 
and  that  she  was,  in  all  probability,  the 
Flora.  On  a  nearer  approach  we  were  certain 
of  her  being  so ;  but  it  was  not  till  four  in 
the  afternoon^  when  she  came  to  an  anchor^ 
VOL.  I  a 


that  I  had  the  diaappQintment.  t^  l^Mm  frcNn 
the  captain  that,  there  was  neither  Mr*  Bpff^eif 
on  boardi  nodr  a  single  letter  from  any  of  my 
friends  in  England.  The  vexatioA  of  weh 
a  disappointment  could  not  but  he  fli^^i^ly 
felt;^  hut  the  additional  regret  ^wted  by 
the  idea  of  my  being  forgotten  by  thqu^j 
whose  memory  I  cherished  mQ9t  fondly 
when  separated  from  them  by  a  Ciiidi  a  dia^ 
tanoe^  was  done  away  when  I  found  that  thf 
Flora  had  left  Gravesend  only  two  .^^y8  afij^? 
v»,  and  had  been  detained  ever  since  qn  h^ 
passage^  which  occnpied  no  lesfii  than  »ev0n 
weeks. 

Tuesday,  This>  which  was  the  day*  apr 
July  25.  points  for  the  catching  of  the  sal- 
mon in  the  Lax  Elbe^  at  a  place  nmt  itn 


^  It  i^  to  be  observed^  that  for  a  few  days  previoua  to 
this^  nets  had  been  placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  xvrer,  to 
prevent  the  fish  escaping  to  the  sea  on  th^r  return  ispm 
fi^wnings  besides  which>  ^arly  in  the  nioniiiig  of  t}|e 
same  day^  for  spme  considerable  ivay  up  the  river^  other 
nets  were  extended  across  from  bank  to  bank^  at  inter- 
vals of  a  few  yards^  with  the  view  of  enabling  those  who 
are  engaged  in  catching  the  fish  to  do  it  with  the 
greater  fitdUty. 
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oonflarace  with  the  sea,  is  held  as  a  sort  of 
annual  festival  by  the  natives  for  many  miles 
round,  and  affi>rded  a  scene  of  gaiety  and 
pleasure  that  I  should  scarcely  have  expected 
to  witness  in  Iceland.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  repaired  to  the  spot  amid$t  hun^ 
di^s  of  natives,  some  on  foot,  but  more  on 
horseback,  all  drest  in  their  best  apparel, 
and  presenting  a  truly  interesting  spectacle, 
to  which  the  unusual  fineness  of  the  day 
contributed  not  a  little.  On  every  side  were 
to  be  seen  the  happy  countenances  of  the 
natives,  and  there  was  visible  among  the 
different  ranks  of  people  a  degree  of  fami- 
liarity that  is,  peiiiaps,  scarcely  tp  be  met 
with  in  any  other  country ;  for  men,  women, 
and  children,  of  all  ages  and  conditions, 
the  Bishop,  the  Etatsroed,  the  Landfogued, 
Amptman  and  Sysselman,  the  Midwife,  the 
Washers-woman,  and  the  Tailor,  were  all 
eonverung  with  each  other  without  restraint, 
and  on  terms  of  perfect  equaKty.  The  in- 
dividuals just  enumerated,  male  as  well  as 
female^  were  clad  after  the  Danish  &shion ; 
bat  among  the  rest,  eiqpecially  the  females,  the 
distinction  of  dress  was  more  striking  $  for 
whilst  some,  in  their  less  ornamented  cos- 
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tume,  were  riding  astride  upon  their  horses^ 
those  of  higher  rank^  with  finer  clothes, 
were  sitting  in  easy  and  richly-carved  side- 
saddles/ holding  in  their  right  hand  the 
rein^  and  in  their  left^  a  whip  of  black 
leather,  prettily  variegated  with  the  white 
quills  of  the  feathers  of  the  eider-duck, 
which  they  contrive  to  intermix  in  the 
braids.  Seated  upon  a  heap  of  stones,  in 
one  place,  was  to  be  seen  a  cheerful  groupe 
of  Icelanders  with  a  bowl  of  skiur  or  of 
butter  before  them,  which  they  were  eating 
as  a  relish  to  the  dry  but  uncooked  heads  of 
the  cod-fish ;  and,  at  a  little  distance  from 
them,  a  party  of  Danes  had  laid  aside  their 
favorite  pipe,  and  were  regaling  themselves 
with  slices  of  smoked  salmon,  placed  be- 
tween rye-bread  and  butter,  which  they 
every  now  and  then  washed  down  with  the 
contents^  of  their  rum-bottle.  On  arriving 
at  the  banks  of  the  river,  about  six  miles 
from  Reikevig,  I  remarked  a  numerous 
party  of  men  and  women  wading  in.  the 
water  up  to  their  knees  or  even  waists,  and 
catching  with  their  hands  die  fish  whioh 
swarmed  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  stream. 
As  soon   as   caught;   they  threw  them  on 
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thore^  Inhere  another  party  mt^s  employed 
in  •counting  them  and  flinging  them  into 
wooden  panniers^  in  which  they  were  to  be 
conveyed  upon  the  hor^  to  Relkevig^;  there 
to  be  salted.  Mr.  Savigniac,.  who  dispk^jred 
considerable  dexterity  in  seizing  the  salmon 
in  the  river»  afforded  infinite  amusement  to 
his  female  assistants^  who  took  great  plea- 
sure in  throwing  the  largest  of  the  fish  at 
him,  and,  as  often  as  they  could  strike  him 
.on  the  head  or  face,  or  on  any  part  where 
the  blow  would  be  least  acceptable,  united 
in  a  loud  peal  .of  laughter.  Far  from  being 
ashamed  of  this  little  trick,  they  would 
wade  up  to  hiita,  assure  him  of  his  skill 
as  a  fisherman,  and,  with  great  familiarity, 
ask  him  to  shake  hands  with  them.  Before 
•three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  salmon  *  were  caught 
in  the  Lbx  Elbc^  all  of  which  Mr.  Phelps 


*  Tq  catch  euch  a  quantity  as  this  would  be  coil- 
sidered  as  extraordinary,  or  even  wonderful,  in  any 
other  country.  Pennant,  speaking  of  the  Scotch  fish- 
eries,  says,  '*  The  miraculous  draught  at  Thurso  is  still 
•talked  of,  not  less  than  two  thousand  five  hundred 
^ing  taken  at  one  tide  within  the  memory  of  man." 
Tour  in  Scotland,  vol.  i.  p.  d02. 


faongbt  of  tiie  ptqprietor  of  the  jiace,  and 
eaied  two-thirds  of  (bm  for  expoitatioii  * ; 
4be  remaining  third  being  allotted  to  thoie 
who  gave  their  asfiitauiee  at  the  flsheiy,  as 
a  oompenaation  for  tfadr  trooble* 

Wednetdar*       ^^  ^^  o'cIock  thts  fttoming  Mr. 

Jiiljr26.     '    pij^ip^  ^^j  I  ^j  ^flp  fo^  ^^  p^^ 

pofle  of  viftiting  the  sulphur-springs  of  Kiei- 
•erig^  which  are  about  a  day's  journey  di^ 
tant  irom  Reikev^.  The  first  nine  miles 
IntHigfat  us  to  the  house  of  Mr.  SiTertsen^ 
at  Hamfiord^  at  which  place^  the  grei^  bed 
of  lava,  called  Gardehraun^  forms  a  range 
of  cliffii  to  the  sea^  close  by  whose  margin 
masses  of  lava  of  vast  sise  are  dispersed  in 
such  ^  manner^  that  a  stranger  would  con* 
eeive  the  passing  of  them  to  be  scarcely  praO- 
ticable.    In  other  places  we  were  obliged 


*  In  this,  as  ia  many  other  points  of  Tiew^  it  is  un-^ 
JtM^tutiatd  for  the  Icetttnders  that  Mr.  Phelps*  litay  was 
(O  short  among  them ;  for  in  former  years  they  have 
had  no  means  of  disposing  of  the  salmon  they  cangfat  j 
and>  as  the  exporting  of  them  on  their  own  account 
has  heen  wholly  out  of  their  power>  all  beyohd  what 
mdght  be  reqtd»ite  for  their  owa  eotistitiipfipB  has 
been  necessarily  wasted. 


mrviirKM»4  fi^ 

to  follow  a  very  dinriMft  eoAtw,  tx>  %rM 
gr#«t  heks$i  of  die  nhape  of  Inverted  (&Me§, 
Whi^  baid  every  ^(jtpeM^tiee  leif  beiAg  ttatt 
eMteinr  of  Volennoe^,  that  hdd  beei^  long 
Mime  ei&tinguifihed.  Havn#ord  contaiM  only 
two  or  three  merehitnts*  bouses  and  their 
ftct«Vie«^  together  with  a  few  ]peteant«*  huti 
scMtered  about  oti  the  smftll  ]^tehe*  6f 
grass  that  are  bebe  and  there  met  With 
among  the  hraun^  from  which/ indeed>  thi^y 
are  ilot  easily  distinguishable;  the  smiiUer 
{Pieces  of  that  substanee  coidposing  the  wallil 
of  the  cottages,  whose  turf  ib6fy  ohly  diffi^ 
from  the  grassy^patehes  itt  their  siijperiot 
verdure.  A  considerAble  quantity  of"  fish  \i 
cured  at  this  place,  bdth  for  home  cohsatn^ 
tion  and  exportation.  Among  the  specieil 
teed  for  the  former  purpose  is  the  -  C^chp^ 
tiHrus  Lumpus,  to  the  different  set^  oi 
which  the  natives  have  given  different 
iiatnes ;  calling  the  male^  RdndHtagef  a  terixi 
applicable  to  it  alone,  from  the  circumstance 
of  its  having  a  ted  belly,  and  the  female, 
Grasleppa,  from  being  grey  beneath.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  hideous  of  all  fishes  in 
appearance,  but  is  highly  curious  from  the 
nearly  circular  fleshy  ajj^ndage    on    the 
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vndenide^  with  whidi^  while  aKve,  it  adheres 
8o  finnly  to  whatever  it  fixes  upon,  that  a 
pail  of  water  may  be  lifted  up  by  means  of 
it.  The  bony  ridge  on  the  back  of  this  ani- 
mal,  in  all  the  specimens  that  came  under^ 
my  observation,  was  much  more  elevated 
than  the  figures  and  descriptions  both  in 
Pennant  and  Shaw  had  led  me  to  suppose 
I  should  find  it,  and  added  considerably  to 
the  general  deformity  of  the  creature.  To 
render  it  an  article  of  food  among  the  Ice- 
landers, nothing  more  is  requisite  than  to 
cut  away  the  muscular  part  of  suction,  to- 
gether with  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
skin  of  the  belly,  and  then  remove  the  ea- 
traik,  which  form  the  greatest  part  of  .the 
bulk  of  the  fish;  after  which,  the  small  por- 
tion of  flesh  that  remains  upon  the  bones  is 
hui^  up  to  dry  upon  the  walls  of  the  houses. 
Bad  weather,  as  in  other  journies,  also  accom- 
panied me  on  this,  and  the  rain,  after  we  had 
eaten  our  breakfast,  poured  down  with  such 
violence,  and  continued  so  long,  that  we 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  accept  Mr.  Sivert- 
sen*s  invitation,  and  remain  at  Havnfiord 
the  whole  night.  Indeed,  we  were  far  from 
considering  our  time  misemployed  here,  since 


onr  iMst  Mfii8  a  gentkimaii  who  hml  tm» 
vtsited  England,  and  who^  £rom  his  know- 
ledge of  the  language  of  our  country^  and;  Us 
excellent  abilities^  was  both  able  and  willing 
to  give  us  information  on  varions  subjects 
relative  to  his  own  island. 

Thursday,  ^^  ^^  early  hour  this  morning 
July  27.     jjjg  ^^^  ^^^  jj^^  '^^  ^g  Ye^  abated^ 

neither  was  there  any  prospect  of  its  soon 
doing  so^  and  we  therefore  determined  to 
disregard  it  and  proceed  to  Kreisevig  imme- 
diately ;  in  pursuance  of  which,  having  pro- 
cured a  guide^  and  being  furnished  with  pro- 
visions, at  six  o'clock  we  set  off,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Sivertsen's  son,  a  young  man  who 
could  converse  with  us  a  little  in  English, 
and  who  kindly  ofiered  to  attend  us.  We 
rode  round  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Havnfiord, 
and  continued  our  route  over  a  very  uninte- 
resting and  desert  country  for  about  six  or 
eight  miles,  when  we  came  to  a  part  of  the 
great  bed  of  lava  which  bears  the  name  of 
Hvassa-hraun  *,    where,  on  account  of  the 

*  Among  this  Sir  George  Mackenzie  remarked  some 
lava>  which  appeared  as  if  it  had. ascended  in  its  course ^ 
which>  he  says^  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  formation 
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viicveittietoof  tfaesur&ce^  we  werercom^^lM 
to  travri  a  slo«7  foat-pgoe^  aod^  ind^^  to 
crnitimeie  doing  so  almost  the  whole  of  the 
Mrt  of  file  way.  We  approached  tol^raUy 
near  the  western  extremity  of  the  Helgafel  * 
range  of  mountains^  whieh^  though  of  no 

of  a  crust  on  the  cooling  of  the  sur&ce>  when>  a  case  or 
tube  being  tbtis  prodaced>  tlie  lata  rises  in  tlie  same 
SBUiiiBr  as  igatef  io  apips  • 

*  Helgafel  is  remarkable  for  having  had  in  its  neigh- 
borhood not  only  the  seat  of  the  court  of  Justice^  but 
alsoj  in  e^ly  times,  a  temple  of  idols  at  the  fbot  of  the 
mountiins.  ''  C'ei»l  entre  HdgaM  e€  Tdtsnaes  q^'un 
dn  pwmaera  haUfamS  du  pay$  viat  ^tablir  sa  d^neure. 
II  ^tait  Norv^gien^  et  s*sqppelait  Thorolf-Monstraiskaeg. 
On  avait  oonstruit  un  baillage  et  un  temple  d'idoles  au 
pied  de  la  montagne^  vers  Touest,  pr^  d'un  golfe^  ce 
qui  &it  que  fon  app^le  H6&tade>  la  pbce  et  le  b&timent 
qai  eaistefit  ^noote  anjotird'huL  On  y  toll  des  vestiges 
des  chanps  et  pMuniges  qa'il  y  avait  bJora,  Thoiolf  et 
ses  descendans  croyaient  qu*apr^s  leur  mort  ils  viendrai- 
ent  habiter  Helgafel  5  c*est  aussi  d*aprbs  oette  id^e  qu*iis 
laissaient  jouir  leurs  bestiaux  d'une  pleine  liberte.  Il 
etait  d^feftdu  de  les  ^adre  aBer  de  fsrce,  il  &Hait  attend 
au  contralre  qu'U  leur  pKit  d'avancer  k  leur  gr^ :  sur- 
tout  il  n*^tait  pas  permis  de  les  frapper.  lis  regardaient 
la  montagne  dont  nous  venons  de  parler  comme  im  fieu 
saint ;  petsonne  ne  s*enhardissait  k  le  regarder  qu*il  ne 
se  fut  iav^  la  tact  et  les  mains.    II  en  etait  de  m^me 
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gtmt  devAtum,  had  coi»iderabte  Anises  of 
wncm  Ijring  on  vanoufc  parts  of  their  bleak 
and  barren  sid^s.  Leaving  these  on  onr  kft, 
we  (mssed  between  several  siaaall  insulated 
nsountains^  sometimes  entering  vallies  abnnd- 
antly  clothed  with  Tricbostomuin  cane^ceM, 
and  so  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  hills  of 
black  and  porous  lava,  that  for  a  short  spaeb 
of  time  it  seemed  as  if  our  farther  progr^e 
would  be  absolutely  prarent^  In  dieie 
situations  the  elegant  Oeum  rwale  flnurisfaed 
as  in  more  temperate  climates,  and  Orchis 
moMCuUii  which  was  equally  abundant,  pro- 
duced both  reddish  and  white  blosson^i. 
The  only  bi^ds  that  we  met  with  ware  nvD- 
merous  coveys  of  Ptarmigans,  whicb  ran  about 
within  a  few  yards  of  us  without  shewing 
atiy  symptoms  of  fear.    The  nenrer  we  ap- 

da  Mtiment  oil  se  tenait  le  bailliagej  ce  lieu  ^tait 
comme  sacr^.  C*est  ce  qui  lui  a  fait  donner  le  nom  de 
Dritskiaer^  qu'il  a  conserve  jusqu*  a  ce  jour.  Cette  sou- 
misdioii  trap  rigoreuse  en  eUe-m^e^  He  pouvait  pius 
Oldster  lon^^i-temps.  Ij&a  esprits  se  ti^diXetetA,  et  U  sur- 
Tint  line  petite  guerre  civile,  qui  fit  que  Ton  tfaiu^rtit 
k  baiUiage  plus  avaat  dam  les  montagnes,  ^  peu  de 
distance  d'Helgafd.  Cet  endroit  est  situ^  nordrest,  et 
se  nomme  encore  Thingevalle/*  P^oydge  en  Islande, 
itm,  ii,  p.  $93« 
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proBched  to  Kreiaeng  die  more  broken  and 
uneven  the  country  became^  and  we  were 
.soon  within  view  of  some  fine  black  and 
excessively  ni^ed  mountains^  which  lay  be- 
tween us  and  the  object  of  our  jquruey^  and 
which  we  had  consequently  to  cross.  At 
the  foot  of  these  we  rested  our  horses  for  a 
few  minutes^  to  prepare  them  for  the  ascent^ 
which^  though  steep^  was  for  some  way  not 
difficult  At  length  we  approached  the 
brink  of  a  vast  hollow^  in  shape  like  an  in- 
verted cone^  the  regularly  sloping  slides  of 
•which  were  composed  of  loose  pieces  of  rock^ 
while  the  bottom  alone  produced  a  little 
grass  and  moss.  Into  this  cavity,  which  has 
an  Icelandic  name  signifying  kettle,  it  was 
necessary  for  us  to  descend  a  few  yards, 
after  which,  turning  to  the  left,,  we  had  to 
go  along  a  track  so  narrow,  that  there  was 
no  more  room  than  was  absolutely  required 
to  enable  our  horses  to  set  one  foot  before 
another,  on  account  of  the  steepness  of  the 
ascent  on  one  side,  and  the  suddenness  of  the 
descent  on  the  other;  till,  on  reaching  the 
opposite  extremity  of  the  place,  we  ascended 
to  the  top,  and  once  more  continued  our 
painful  journey  up  the  sides  of  this  rocky 
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niountaiii.  In  many  places^  for  a  consider- 
able extent^  the  hill  had  nearly  a  level  sur- 
ikee^  upon  which  were  scattered  at  various 
distances  insulated  pieces  of  rock  of  immense 
size^  and  of  the  rudest  figures^  some  of  them 
having  sharp  and  apparently  vitrified  sum- 
mits, whilst  others  were  rounded  off  on  every 
side,  and  had  probably  rolled  into  their  pre* 
sent  situation  from  the  higher  peaks  of  the 
mountain.  Although  the  singularity  of  this 
scenery  afforded  us  no  small  gratification, 
our  own  wet  condition,  (for  the  rain  still 
continue  unabated,)  the  excessive  cold  of 
these  more  elevated  regions,  and  the  pelting 
of  the  great  hailstones,  which  a  strong  east- 
erly wind  drove  against  our  faces,  made  ua 
rather"  wish  for  the  shelter  of  the  vallies.  On 
reaching  the  highest  summit,  however,  we 
were  inclined  to  forget  our  uncomfortable 
situation,  whilst  looking  down  into  the  val- 
ley which  surrounds  Kreisevig.  Our  view, 
indeed,  was  confined  from  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  yet,  at  intervals,  as 
the  gusts  of  wind  dispersed  the  clouds,  we 
beheld,  in  the  midst  of  a  green  and  extensive 
morals  below,  three  or  four  lakes,  with  steep 
and  rocky  banks^  and,  in  different  parts  oi 
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the  sides  of  the  mountain  on  which  we  stoodj 
va0t  bodies  of  smc^e  rising  to  a  great  height 
from  the  then  concealed  purees.  Our  fiitigue 
in  descending  to  the  marsh  was  scarcely  less 
than  we  had  experienced  in  dimbing  the 
ojqposite  ascent;  but  when  we  reached  the 
foot  and  looked  to  the  more  elevated  parts 
of  the  hill^  another  picture  presented  it9df. 
The  mcmntains  in  the  range  which  we  had 
just  crossedi  for  a  considerable  length  of 
way  were  black  and  rugged  beyond  concep<- 
tion,  and  jagged  upon  the  upper  parts  into 
the  strangest  figures  that  can  be  imagined* 
Columns  of  steam  wei«  ascending  from  tsh 
rious  places  on  their  sides^  especially  in  the 
guUeys;  some  rising  near  the  base  of  the 
hills^  others  ahnost  adjoining  the  very  sum-- 
mit;  and  the  apertures^  that  gave  birth  to 
these  columns^  also  poured  out  a  bolus  of 
difierent  colors^  but  more  especially  white^ 
which  was  conveyed  away  by  the  streams  of 
water^  and  either  streaked  the  hills  with 
party-colored  lines^  as  it  descended  with 
them  in  their  devious  courses  to  the  plain 
below,  or  formed  large  patches  by  a  de^ 
position  of  its  substance  in  the  hollows  of 
the  rock.    As  our  guide  was  not  sufficiently 
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aeQWMHted  w^h  the  coa&trjr,  to  ba-  abte 
to  pQint  aut  the  {mrticultur  olsgiects  that 
wem  moft  d^ermg  of  mr  attention,  we 
thought  it  better  to  proqaie  ourselves  « 
cicerone  to  these  places  ffom  amoj^g  tba 
iohahitaiit?  of  a  solitaiy  hut,  at  about  tiro  or 
tbre^  miles  distwee;  but  still  we  could  mi 
resist  the  present  teanptatioa  of  alighting 
from  our  hordes,  to  visit  one  of  the  iu]|>huiv 
springs  that  lay  in  our  route.  It  was  situated 
in  a  valley,  at  the  fpot  of  tb^  precipice;  on 
entering  which,  we  i^rossed,  with  caiitiouf 
step9,  some  heap^  of  bolus^  intermixed  with 
incrustations  of  sulphur,  and  arrived  at  the 
edge  of  the  fountain,  where,  in  additiofi  to 

a  whitish  and  turbid  water  that  was  thrown 
put  to  the  height  pf  two  pr  three  fi^  from 

an  aperture  of  np  small  dimensions,  wa 

foiind  a  muddy  paste  oozing  from  other 
prifices  at  varipus  distances.  All  of  th^aa 
sent  fprtii  gn^at  clpuds  pf  steam^  whichj  tor* 
g^tboK  with  1^  sulphureous  exh^l^ion  tlwt 
was  wafted  about  by  the  wind  in  different 
directions,  frequently^  dbliged  us  to  shift 
our  situations.  It  was  in  endeavoring  to 
avoid  one  of  these  unpleasant  gusts^  which 
thr^tcig^d  tp  anupy  me  while  I  was  ^ther- 
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ing  some  specimens  of  the  mineral  (>rodac- 
tions  of  the  place,  that  T  jumped  up  to  my 
knees  in  a  semi-liquid  mass  of  hot  sulphur 
and  bolus,  in  which  I  should  probably  have 
sunk  to  a  considerable  depth,  had  I  not 
instantly  thrown  myself  with  my  whole 
length  upon  the  ground,  so  as  to  get  my 
hands  on  a  more  solid  soil;  by  me^ns  of 
which  I  dragged  myself  upon  terra  ftrma^ 
and  relieved  the  anxiety  which  those  who 
saw  the  accident  were  entertaining  for  my 
safety.  An  unusual  quantity  of  cloathing 
about  my  legs  prevented  my  experiencing 
any  other  ill  effects  from  the  heated  mass 
than  a  sensation  which  was  rather  uncom- 
fortable than  painful,  and  was  not  of  long 
duration;  so  that,  after  being  well  scraped 
from  a  substance  that  attached  itself  like 
cart-grease,  we  proceeded  on  our  way.  In 
the  midst  of  an  extensive  swamp  we  passed 
a  lake*,  with  steep  and  rocky  banks,  whose 
waters  surprised  us  not  less  by  their  excessive 

*  It  is  of  this  lake  thatmention  is  made  in  the  Vmfoge 
en  hlande,  where  it  is  obsenred^  torn,  v.  p.  58,  ''  La  lac 
Groenavatn,  pi%s  la  soufribre  de  Kreisevig>  est  remarqu- 
able  d*abord  par  la  couleur  verte  de  son  eau,  qui  pro- 
vient  probablement  de  sa  profoadeur,  et  ensuite,  par  ks 


■  # 
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clearness  than  \>y  their  deep  bluish-green 
tint.  The  sky  was  bloi^ded^  nor  was  there , 
any  thing  io  be  discovered  on  th6  shores  that 
eouM  reflect  that  bolor>  for  which  we  could 
therejfore  account  by  no  other  means  than 
by  supposing  that  a  bottom  of  greenish 
bolus  had  imparted  its  tint  to  the  waters. 
The  numerous  shallow  pools  scattered  about 
the  mofass  neither  possessed  the  hue  nor 
the  clearness  of  the  lake^  but  were  strongly 
impregnated  with  the  sulphate  of  iron^  An 
hour's  ride  in  this  marshy  nearly  mid-leg 
deep  in  water  and  among  abundance  of 
Betula  nana,  brought  us  to  the  residence 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Rfeisevig^  by  whom 
vre  were  ushered  into  a  low  turf  building, 
which^  though  small^  and  much  incommoded 
ivith  dirty  clothes,  stockings^  saddles,  &c., 
affi>rded  room  for  our  little  party  to  take 
some  refreshment,  and  proved  a  most  welr 
come  shelter  from  the  unceasing  inclemency 


relations  que  les  riverains  font^  des  creatures  singuli^res 
qui  doivent  s'y  trouYer^  et  qui  se  mohtrent  quelquefois 
m  instant  au-dessus  de  T^u.  Une  personne  nous  ^saurdi 
avoir  m  un  petit  monstre  de  conformation  approchant 
d'ua  mar80uin>  mais  qui  disparut  presqu*  aussitot  qu'il 
parut." 

VOL,    I.  R 
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«f  th*  UrMtha".  As  noil  as  we  had  i«eorif«4 
Ae  tlae  af  our  eyes^  irfaich  the  dbatiost  tem 
4urln«iw  of  the  ]dtoe  iw  a  lime  depm^  ue 
e^^  Mr.  Phelps  expressed  his  astomshioleitl 
at  oaeitig^  upon  a  sort  of  tabfe^  twe  large  cam 
dies,  articles  of  extremeljr  rare  oeeurvenc* 
m  this  eofiikitfy^  atid  theae^  ako^  j^siced.  in 
braeen  eandfasticks  i  be  begai^  tfaeieferc^  to 
tittpect  that  we  amst  be  m  the  house  df 
•due  matt  of  piropertyy  in  spite  of  the  quail* 
tify  of  dirty  appMel  that^  haaging  firoin  the 
tehifts^  seemed  U  persuade  to  the  contrary  { 
tipr  ee«}d  he  lor  sense  time  be  induced  ^ 
ttedit  my  assurance  that  the  plaoe  whiie  #e 
were  was  tto  otlier  than  the  tfaurdi  ef 
Kreisevig;  that  the  table  we  leaned  on  was 
ttie  altsTy  and  the  two  candlestidDs  its  constant 
af^ndsges.  It  is  a  frequetit  oustofas  srith 
ieelanderSr^  whose  divdlings  are  in  the  vicii^ 
nity  ctf  a  cburdi^  to  receive  their  guests  in  it^ 
%s  affording  a  moie  spacious  and  tonFement 
apartment  than  any  of  their  own  \  and  such 
was  the  case  even  here ;  though  in  this  edi-^ 
fice^  except  the  light  admitted  by  a  small 
Idotf^^  k  tittle  aperture  in  the  wall  abei^  the 
attar^  about  six  or  eight  inches  square^  was 
efl  that  answered  the  purpose  of  a  window. 
Here^  however,  we  were  regaled  with  some 


mf  mimt  I9  ow  ho^t  that  ^9  yroi9Xd  «er 

^M^  a  nUort  i!«t^  i^iii  mounted  ^r  hoem^^ 
^}m^^  m  tke  R^nity  ^f  a  wmedy  » 

MAed  fyit  tht  <iiii«  of  i»  certain  4i9agif)9«iibl? 

t$iimfioi$»  e^plfiint»  we  ^b0ei??64>  hy  1^. 
m^v^  m  th«  >bandsi  of  wr  |(.i;«Nie9ig 
gKidei  and  by  hia  ino^oant  ^ratcbiog;  lihtl 
|»  h»()  QQt^  ^9^  niove  tban  same  otNr  pep^ 
pi?  whom  W0  WW  jibkig  near  die  9ulphvtt« 
»pi^g9>  ii¥ids  sudh  use  of  )t  as  would  be 
4oQe  iu  otber  countries;  but^  on  iim  con- 
tmrgr>  it  nether  appeaTed  that  the  disorder 
Was  here  more  than  usually  preval wt,  Xhe 
first  plaoe  to  whidb  he  led  us  wfui  a  apet 
about  two  miles  from  the  tiUage,  whene  a 
thiek  and  muddy  water  was  boiling^up  from 
a  number  of  small  orifices^  occupying  a  bH^ 
lock^  of  some  yards  in  extent^  but  oomposed 
tntiieLy  ^  Boh^  *  <^  mrious  colors ;  among 

*  It  Diay  be  weU  to  observe  that  i^oli^  is  d^ribei)  hf 
mineraloeical  writers  as  a  viscid  earth>  lesa.coheijBOt 
and  more  friable  than  clay>  more  readily  uniting  with 
water,  and  piore  freely  subsiding  from  it. '  It  is  soft  and 
un<taoas't0  the  tbach>  odhfiret  to  thee  tongue,  andlqr 
d^gvass  1neU^  in  the  mouthy  imiMKwiiif  a  djight.^flif 
of  astringency. 
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which^  however^  red  was  the  predominant 
one:    a   bluish   grey,    alao,  was  extremely 
abundant,  and  we  met  with  yellow  and  yel- 
lowish white  in  smaller  patches;  all  of  them 
extremely  soft  and  unctuous  to  the  touch. 
The  boles  of  different  colors,  although  not 
divided    from  one   another   by  the    inter- 
vention of  any  other  mineral  substance,  were 
in  general  unmixed,  and,  by  digging  to  the 
depth  of  a  foot,  we  were  enabled  to  see  them 
lying  in  separate   strita,  each  color  being 
kept  quite  distinct  from  the  other*     In  Ice- 
land the  only  bolus  that  the  natives  make 
any  use  of  is  the  red,  which  mixes  with 
oil,  and  is  frequently  employed  by  people  of 
higher  condition  to  color  the  wooden  doorg 
and  the  eptrances  of  their  houses.  I  have  also 
seen  tables    painted   with  this    ingredient, 
which,  in  this  country,  where  paint  of  any 
kind  is  scarcely  ever   seen,  seemed  to  me 
to  look  extremely  well.     From  these  beds 
of  bolus  we  proceeded  towards  a  fountain 
of  considerable  dimensions  some  way  up  the. 
side  of   a   mountain,  passing,  as  we  went 
alpng,  Qupierqus  others  of  less  importance,^, 
most  of  them- environed  by  bolus *and  sul- 
phur.   Of  the  latter  substance,  the  spring> 
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tbut  we  were  now  approachihg^  produeai 
the  greatest  quantity,  and  the. finest  speci- 
mens,  I  believe,  in  the  island.  We  rode 
9oaie  way,  till  the  softness  of  the  esCrth  be- 
neath caused  the  horses  to  sink  too  deep  to 
render  it  prudent  to  continue  that  mode  a^ 
longer,  and  we  therefore  left  our  steeds,  pro- 
ceieding  onwards,  as  far  as  it  was  by  any 
means  safe  to  venture,  with  the  utmost  cau* 
tioHi  The  appearance  of  the  surface  is  often 
irery  deceitful;  for,  when  it  seems  most 
firm,  a  thin  indurated  crust  of  crystallized 
sulphur  *  and  bojus  not  uncommonly  con- 

.  *  Volcanic  soils  in  many  parts  of  the  world  produce 
eulphur  in  greater  or  less  quantities.  I  hkve  not>  how- 
eyer>  read  of  its  being  found  any  where  in  such  abund- 
luice  as  in  the  province  of  Satzuma^  in  Japan.  *^  It  is 
dug  up,  *'  says  Kseinpfer^  in  bis  hiistory  of  that  singular 
country;  *'  in  a  small  island,  which,  from  the  great 
plenty  it  affords  of  this  substance,  is  called  Jwogasima^ 
or  the  Sulphur  Island.  It  is  not  above  an  hundred 
years  since  the  natives  first  ventured  thither.  It  was 
thought  before  that  time  to  be  wholly  inaccessible,  and 
by  reason  of  the  thick  smoke,  which  was  observed  con- 
tinually to  arise  from  it,  and  of  the  several  spectres,  and 
other  frightful  uncommon  appaiitions,  people  fancied 
to  see  there  chiefly  ia  the  night,  it  was  believed  to  be  a 
dwelling-place  of  devils,  till  at  last  a  resolute  an^.  cou- 
jageous  man  offered  himself,  and  obtained  leave  ace^- 


^  I 


Mi^  n  M>nftiii<sniMe  masiof  the  ttm*  midvi 
ml*  in  <i  hot  uid  altnoit  liquid  stttte^  00  itel 
1M  literally  ^dk  ^^  per  i^ai^  rappoditoi  ti-i 
nm  dokMo/    This  kind  of  soil  beeime  MiB 

i^ljr  td  go  and  etambie  tte  stile  aad  dtaaftion  pT  ik. 
lb  <iiK)6e  fifty  fcflolute  feUoM  for  tbU  expeditioat  wlm 
qpon  gping  on  shore  found  neither  hdl  nor  devils,  but 
ar  large  flat  spot  of  groun<i  at  the  top>  which  was  so 
thpfodghly  coveted  with  siilphtir,  th^  whei^viN^  Hb^ 
iMked,  k  thick  stnehe  teued  mm  lUldMr  theit  Mt 
Bm  sinoe  that  tiAe  this  island  firings  ih  totttf  prinie 
of  Satauarta  about  twenty  chests  of  nlver  per  anniinv 
arising  only  from  ^the  sulphur  dug  up  there.*-rThe 
country  of  Simalbara,  particularly  about  the  hot  teths 
above  mentioned,  affords  abo  a  fine,  pure,  native 
Mphtir,  v^i«!h>  howernti  Iht  inhabitants  date  fiot 
tetttuie  ip  dl^  up>  for  fiM  of  oflfeliding  H^  ttllitif 
gfettius  qf  the  place,  they  having  found  upon  trial  thai 
he  w^  not  willing  to  spa^  it.  *'— -The  Kamtchadaitt,  ai 
frell  as  the  Japanese,  have  a  dread  of  the  hOt-spri^gii  fid 
thdr  country,  ariMng  froiti  a  shnHar  su^^itii^  Mlt 
they  are  the  abode  qi  demons.  Thus,  speahin^^  MT  tiU 
boiling  fountains  of  Opalski,  or  Osemoi,  situated  tktaJiff 
ttfidway  betweeh  the  Lopitlca  and  Bdshc^t^t^k,  MiMA 
$auer  observes,  that  the  Kamtchadales  suppO^  them  f6 
be  the  habitations  of  some  demon,  and  m^tke  a  t^SSih^ 
Offering  to  appease  his  wrath  j  without  which,  they  saf  > 
\i!t  sends  vexy  dangerous  stonns.  See  the  Jccetmli  tf  M 
!^edUion  to  the  Northern  Part9  of  Russia,  by  Cbait 
modore  Billings,  p.  303.— Thene  is  alsd  in  Arabia  a 
tra4)tl6n  ahouta  hotrspdi^,  near  Snez,  that  the  ym 


m 


nut  more  dangeroiM  the  hmwv  mt 
mfipK^^hed  to  the  Bpriog,  tnd^  indeefil,  pn^ 
9prtpi  our  hBlt^  »  cloae  to  it  as  weHFisbid* 
An  doatad  ript^  about  tmq  feet  lii|^  «i4 
lliree  test  ii|  diameter^  oompoanl  of  a  duk 
Hmlir*hlmk  lii>Iit%  fisrmed  a  compltete  cmde 
fooAil  the  mooth  of  ti^  apring,  tha  witor  ui 
ivhioh  was  spraotimes  qvdel  and  sunk  f hout 
itovp  feet  in  t^  aperturt:  at  other  tianeB  it 
fgODted  with  ^iMt  noistt  a  turbid  an^  biaaki- 
ish  liquid  to  the  height  of  £wpa  Qve  to  aefca 
lest.  At  all  tiaies  clouds  of  steoffij  stmogljr 
impregnated  with  imlf^vreous  asbalatioiis^ 
m^sftG  issttiQg  &om  the  apertsape^  but  duiring 
Mi  emptbn  of  .liie  witem  ihe  quantily  af 
both  ufte  as^  eons ideivbly  augoiei;^  The 
Niew  of  this  spring,  from  a  litOt  lowar  d^^ 
the  mount^in^  together  mth  Iheaurrpunding 
pcttiiery^  had  an  eSuA  the  most  extRaardir 
nary  that  oux  he  cooceirad*    Jjrom  the  jdark 


paned  tkat  way,  aad  PhasaoVji  anay  was  drawned 
ih^tstj  whicli  bas  oaiius^d  tbe  place  to  receive  the  nfuae 
of  Birk«t-4-Farai]n.  The  Arabs  ioiaguie  that  Pharaqh 
is  doio^  penance  at  the  bottom  of  this  well,  and  voHiit$ 
up  the  sulphureous  vapor  with  which  the  water  Is 
impregqaited. '*  Niebuhfs  Travek,  in  finkertonkS  Coh 
Uctiim,  vci.  X,  p.  8* 
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oolored  and  elevated  mai^n  of  the  founlaim 
extended  for  a  great  way  in  every  direction 
the  jrellow  crust  of  crystallized  sulphttF, 
raisjed  into  a  gently  swelling  hillock  by  die 
soft  bolus  of  unmeasurable  depih  beneath; 
and  from  the  centre  of  this  trembling  mass 
a  crater  was  vomiting  forth^  with  a  tremendi- 
ously  roaring  noise^  to  the  height  of  fouv  or 
five  feet^  a  thick  blackish  liquid^  accompa*- 
nied  by  vsust  bodies  of  steam^  which  now 
ascended  perpendicularly,  and  now  were 
4riven  down  the  sides  of  the  hill  by.  the 
frequent  eddying  gusts  of  wind  which  issued 
from  the  chasms  that  abounded  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. A  back  ground,  worthy  ci  such 
a  picture,  was  supplied  by  the  dark  mad  rug- 
ged sides  of  the  mountain  that,  extending  all 
arbund,  formed  a  chain  of  rocks,  which,  in 
addition  to  the  rudeness  of  their  figure, 
were  the  most  barren  that  can  be  imagined. ' 
A  few  lichens  and  mosses  alone  broke  the 
uniform  blackness  of  their  surface ;  and  these, 
far  from  being  in  a  luxuriant  state  of  vege- 
tation, were  scarcely  to  be  discerned  at  a 
little  distance,  and  appeared  only  minute 
greyish  spots.  How  unlike  to  the  volcanic 
scenery  of  this  frigid  region  must  be  that  of 
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J&bia^  where^  according  to  the  accoi^t  of  an 
iiigeaious  traveller*^  ^^ every  beauty  and 
:e?^ry  horror  are  united^  and  iall  the  most 
ipj^ftite  and  dissimilar  obJQCts  in  nature ; 
where  in  one  place  you  observe  a  gulf  that 
-fermerly  .threw  out  torrents  of  fire^  now 
<xyvered  with  the  most  luxuriant  vegetation^ 
and  from  an  object  of  terror  become  an  ob* 
ject  of  delight;  where  3^u  gather  the  most 
delicious  fruits  and  tread  upon  ground  co- 
vered with  every  flower ;  where  you  wander 
over  these  beauties  and  contemplate  this  ^1- 
demess  of  sweets  without  considering  that 
hell,  .with  all  its  terrors^  is  immediately 
under  your  feet ;  and  that  but  a  few  yards 
separate  us  from  fire  and  brimstone/'  The 
horrors  alone  of  the  picture  given  us  by  Bry- 
done  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  volcanic 
mountains  of  Kreisevig :  for  luxuriant  vege^ 
tation,  fruits,  and  flowers,  other  countries 
must  be  searched,  and  yet,  in  spite  of  the 
absence  of  every  beauty  that  could  attract, 
or  excite  a  pleasurable  sensation,  I  doubt 
whether  a  traveller  ever  turned  his  back 
upon  ^tna  with  more  r^ret  than  we  felt 

^  See  Bfy doners  Tout  through  Sicily  and  MaUa,  p«'93<. 
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wfaea  we  quitted  the  stiaage  bot  dcMit 
toenery   oi  Mm   place.     To   mjwM,  m- 
4»ed,  the  tegnt  wes  no   mon  tfaao  Urn 
being  deprived  of  the  power  of  behiAiioy 
one  of  the  most  awlitUy  imprettiw 
that  the  world  can  fiunishj  or  even  imagi 
tien  can  ponceii^;  bat  not  so  with  my  eom«* 
panioD,  who  had  hoped  ^t  it  might  have 
been  possible  to  have  met  in  the  aa^hmfw 
aprii^  with  an  article  of  canmeras  that 
vnghfc  at  once  have  been  fasghly  aditanter* 
geous  to  himiself^  and  banafiriil  to  his  com^ 
try^  but  wbo  now  Ibnnd  to  his  ext»BMr  yok*- 
ation^Aat,  small  as  is  the  distance  of  KreisiH 
vig  from  the  sea,  the  obstacles  interposed 
by  the  nataue  of  the  intervening  oeentiy 
were  sodi  as  forbade  the  idea  of  a  conuner«- 
ciid  specolatioB*    To  hwe  eoUeeted  it  in  n 
^ace  where  the  popolMion  is  so  thinly  aeati- 
tered,  vrouid  have  been  attandftd  sivth  yery 
great  expeqce;  and  to  haive  conveyed  it 
on  horseback  ovn  so  rocky  a  tract  as  ties 
between  Kreisevig  and  the  neavest  harbor* 
wonld  have  been  ahnost  impossible ;  and  I 
therefore  fead  mAk  surprise,  in  Hoirebow^ 
that  early  in  the  last  century  the  gathering 
and  exporting  of  it  were  oljects  of  consider- 
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Ai  moftt  iMiithflni  {Utrt  of  the  isltiid>  ia  M»d 
to  bealiioflC  tibe  oiUjr  pkee^  oeept  Kreiao^ 
fig)  whtire  Hiis  mineml  is  prndticed  in  any 
Mondteraiile  quikitity.  We  were  the  mom 
ftxid  «t  bdag  i^ged  tio  rrttnti^  beeaiUK  dui 
iueeBMttt  raiii  pfei^ntcd  our  tmngtng  wtrny 
1^  «ketiAi  of  «  sp^t^  of  whkh  iKWrd%  em 
ghMs  but  9l  ?ei7  intctequate  idea^  ttid,  ^icb 
b  in  iisdf  doM  9l  saiicietit  fecompenee  tn 
a  tuiad  even  the  m<mt  iuGurimit)  fer  the  &• 
t%imi  end  ptiirationt  neeesiiiily  mttendant 
uptm  the  tmydlia^  aliottt  Ieelitid%  On  ow 
^nif  Uck  to  Kavufttffd)  bf  tte  dime  mirte 
ii  ive  #tiit  in  tfa(a  idoraittg^  the  mort  iate« 
testing  otsgmrevxfd  to  me  was  the  meeting 
with  Pwnmdim  Mrmeni^Ma  x^n  the  loefcs  ctf 
letft  in  ectne  tbiiiidiiice.  A  iittle  after  mid* 
Bight,  wU  and  wearf >  we  readied  Mt.  Sivert^ 
ftiday,  ^^^  bease^  and  en  the  fbUowiiig 
Wy  28.  ng^ng  t-etnmed  to  BeUrev^,  with 
«nr  horwe  no  leaa  exfaauittd  than  ouradTea, 
M»iinineao  laimed  bf  die  beds  of  Hinan, 
lliat  I WM  tiewr  aftar  nbie  to  make  nae  of 
bitn* 

stmrdity»        Haviiig  been  infmmed  liiat  wbcsn 
^***^  ^'     traveUtng^    as  I   purposed   to   do^ 
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loaded  with  much  luggage  aoid  tentSj  it 
would  require  thnee  days  before  we  could 
reach  the  house  of  the  Etatsroed,  at  Inder- 
holtne^  in  the  district  of  Borgafiord^  and 
that  a  portion  of  this  time  must  be  aliowjed 
for  the  horses  to  rest^  I  thought  it  best  to 
tnake  the  present  day's  journey  ex:t«id  no 
farther  than  the  foot  of  the  mountain  Skoul- 
arfiel^  which  lay  in  our  route,  and  afiforded 
pasture  for  the  horses,  besides  offering,  to 
niysdf  the  opportunity  1  wished  of  devoting 
the  whole  of  the  next  day  to  the  examining 
of  the  hiU  and  ite  neighboring  chaim.  The 
fineness  of  the  morning  afforded  me  great 
pleasure,  and,  as  the  wind  had  veered  to  the 
north,  I  looked  forward  to  a  few  days  of 
bright  and  dry  weather.  Horses  and  guides 
having  been  furnished  me  on  the  preceding 
day  by  the  Stiftsamptman,  I  sent  them  for- 
ward in  the  early  part  of  the  morning  with 
the  baggage  and  a  week's  provisions  of  ship's 
stores,  giving  them  directions  where  they 
should  pitch  the  tents,  incase  they  iarrilred 
at  the  journey's  end  before  we  should  conie 
up  with  them.  Mr.  Phelps,  by  kindly  per- 
mitting Jacob  to  accompany  me  a  second 
time,  did  me  an  essential  service,   as  the 
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fidelity  and  honesty  as  well  as  llie  good 
sense  of  this  man  rendered  him  an  useful 
servant^  and  often  an  amusing  companion. 
The  various  climates  he  had  visited,  and  the 
hardships  he  had  suffered^  from  his  earliest 
youths  enabled  him  to  endure  alike  heat 
and  cold^  and  to  bear  the  greatest  &tigue 
without  ever,  uttering  a  single  complaint  In 
his  broken  English  he  not  unfrequently  re^ 
lieved  the  wearisomeness  which  attended  tra* 
veiling  over  the  long  and  dreary  moors  of  • 
Iceland^  by  relating  the  adventures  that  he 
had  met  with  in  his  many  voyages  and  tra* 
vels,  particularly  in  a  journey  that  he  had 
made  from  Petersburgh  to  China.  By  birth 
he  was  a  German^  but  could  talk  English  and 
Danish^  and^  besides  acting  as  interpreter,  he 
was  of  considerable  use  to  me  as  a  butcher, 
as  well  as  in  cooking,  and  occasionally  in 
washing  for  me*.  I  certainly  experienced 
great  inconvenience  from  my  ignorance  of 

*  These  few  reHittrks^  which  I  have  thougtit  due  to 
the  short  but  jfaithful  services  of  this  man,  were  scarcdy 
written  down  (July^  1810)  >  when  I  received  from  Mr. 
Phelps  the  unwelcome  intelligence^  that  he  was  no  more. 
A  vessel  from  Iceland  brought  the  information/  that  he> 
together  with  another  of  the  crew^  who  after  the  loss  of 
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flic  loclandic  laogiMige^  m,  eBcejpt  in  a  nrf 
few  tastanotty  I  ccmld  mAy  dbtain  iafonuH 
tioB  fiom  the  natives  dinmgh  tha  mefon 
of  tmo  mtarpretera ;  mjr  (jpiristioii  being  pot 
itt  English  to  lacobj  who  tranriated  it  tate 
Danish  to  my  Reikevig  gniie^  and  he^  ^^aM> 
in  IcdandiCy  made  it  inballigiUe  to  the  per*^ 
•on  I  wishad  to  addiess^  1^  answer^  sIbo; 
was  neoessaiilj  tetarned  hy  the  aamci  M^ 
€oit0n8  vny.  It  was  half  past  svk  in  the 
evenings  before  Jacob  and  myself  set  oat^ 
when  we  traTeiled  as  fast  as  the  roads/  whidi 
are  better  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
capital  than  almost  any  where  dse,  wodld 
permit  as;  stopping  only  to  admire^  and  In 
gather  specimens  of^  ihe  elegant  SmifragA 
HircubiSf  wbidi  adorned^  in  the  greatest 
profnsion^  the  nnmerous  springs  <fi  water 
that  we  met  with  near  our  road.  It  was 
in  this  joimief  ^  for  the  first  time  in  my  lift^i 

tho  Margafet  and  Anne,  bad  resnained  at  Reikeiig,  and 
married  fm4  i«ttlad.thsre«  Isid  gone  aat  oos  day  to  tea 
an  a  sbooUi^  Munusioa  with  Mr*  Savigaiae,  when  Ihf 
boat  was  unfiirtunately  overluniedi  and  the  tsva  saQaai 
perishsd.  The  bo^  of  poor  Jacob  was  thrown  aa  thorn 
the  next  mofoiog,  but  that  of  bis  cotapankia  had  aol^ 
been  found. 


ttnt  I  SAW  its  beautiful  ycUow  blesMas,  weA 
I  tbc«ght  I  cOAikt  iMWr  gather  enoufh  of 
the  plant.  In  about  three  hours  we  over- 
t(>ok  <Mr  liigl^e  horses  and  guide :  despising^ 
howevw^  a  conductor  iii  a  tract  of  country, 
over  which  we  had  twice  travelled  before 
we  hastened  forward  on  ow  way,  but  haid 
aCMcely  lost  tv^sH  of  our  cooafNiny  than  "we 
«aw  reason  t6  regvet  our  piecipitancy;  fbr 
we  found  ourselves  so  encompassed  by  bogs, 
that  we  were  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed*  In 
iirgtng  my  owa  horse  throi^h  a  swwspy  he 
floundered  and  threw  me^  and  I  had  greal 
difficulty  in  extricating  him  &om  his  un* 
pleasant  situation.  Jacob,  by  a  more  cir- 
cuitous route>  reached  me  in  safety,  and  we 
oDntiBiied  our  joamey  till  aiiout  ten  oVslock^ 
when  we  arrived  at  the  feo«  of  tSkoul-a-fiei, 
and  fixed  upon  a  little  veidant  plain  by  the 
"banks  of  a  wide  and  extremely  rapid  torrent 
Sat  the  situation  of  our  tents,  which  did  not 
«Mie  iq»  to  us  before  twd^e  o'clock,  At» 
nSboiA  1ia}f  B  mfle  from  us  was  a  peasantV 
house,  called,  if  1  recollect  right,  Skykeaster, 
to  which  I  dispatched  Jacob,  according  to 
fny  usual  datomj  for  4M»ae  &iel  to  boil  oq#' 
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little  and  some  milk*.    In  the  owxikr  t^ 
this  houae^  for  the  first  and  only  time  in 


*  For  the  eonvemence  of  having  the  milk  brought 
dojwn  to  me^  I  always  seat  bottles  to  the  cottager? »  but 
it  neTer  came  into  my  mind  to  inquire  what  means 
Were  employed  to  convey  the  fluid  into  such  a  vessel 
firom  the  laige  and  shallow  dishes  in  which  it  is  kept  by 
the  natives;  in  a  coantry>  too>  where  fimnds  cannot  be 
supposed  to  be  in  use  among  the  poorer  class  of  people. 
I  should^  probaUy^  to  this  day>  have  remained  in  igno- 
rance of  the  methodi'had  t  not>  a  little  previous  to  my 
leaving  the  country^  been  informed^  as  well  by  the 
Danes  at  Reikevig,  as  by  some  natives  (persons  worthy 
of  credit>  and  whose  names  if  nece8aai7  I  could  now 
mention) «  that  the  milk  is  first  taken  into  the  moutlur 
of  the  women>  and  then  spirted  into  the  bottle. — Let  it 
be  remembered^  that  I  do  not  mention  this  circumstance 
as  one  to  which  either  Jacob  or  myself  wras  a  vntness, 
neither  could  this  well  have  been  the  case^  for  the  bottles 
were  always  carried  into  the  house  by  the  women,  aad 
returned  to  ua  filled ;  but,  from  the  respectability  of  my 
informers,  and  the  simplicity  of  the  mode,  it  I'eally  appear? 
deserving  of  credit. — Linnsfeus,  on  the  Lapland  Alps, 
partook  of  Misseen,  a  kind  of  whey  ^  under  circumstances 
equally  filthy. ''  Its  flavor  was  good/'  he  'Observes,  "  taiir 
the  washing  of  the  spoon  (which  was  done  by  spirting 
water  upon  it  from  the  mouth)  took  away  my  appetite, 
as  the  master  of  the  house  wiped  it  dry  with  his  fingers, 
whilst  his  wife  cleaned  the  bowl,  in  'which  milk  had 
been,  in  a  similar  manner,  licking  her  finger  after  every 
stroke.**     Lack.  Lapp.  vol.  1.  p.  S93. 
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tlie  bknd^  I  met  with  a  deviation  fvooi  that 
genuine  hospitality  which  so  strcmgly  cha- 
racterises the  inhabitants  of  Iceland.  In 
all  my  other  excursions  I  was  famished  with 
milk^  fuel,  or  whatever  the  house  afforded, 
with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  with  the 
strongest  marks  of  welcome;  and,  even  if  I 
remained  for  some  days  in  one  spot,  I  never 
thought  of  making  a  return,  except  it  was 
in  the  trifling  articles  of  snuff  and  tobacco, 
until  I  was  about  to  take  my  departure  from 
the  neighborhood.  It  is  therefore  .  as  a 
•ingle  instance  of  avarice  and  mistrust  that 
I  mention  the  owner  of  Skykeaster,  who,  on 
coming  down  to  my  tent  with  a  Tew  birchen 
twigs  that  were  not  sufficient  to  boil  the 
.kettle,  and  about  a  pint  of  milk,  demanded 
two  marks  and  eight  skillings  *".  This  I  paid 
him  immediately,  letting  him  know  at  the 
same  time  that,  had  his  conduct  been  dif- 
ferent, he  would  have  been  better  recom- 
pensed; at  which  he  was  so  much  vexed  that 
he  offered  to  return  the  money,  and  furnish 
me  unconditionally  with  as  much  more  of 
the  milk  and  fuel  as  I  wanted.     A  strong 

^  About  one  sbilKng^  and  eigbt-pence  of  our  maotty, 
VOL.   I.  8 
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northerly  wind^    which   nithed   dmm  iht 

gullies  of  the  mountain^  made  us  regtiA  t)i? 
not  having  fixed  upon  a  more  sheltered  s|iQit 
for  our  habitation  during  tiie  nighty  and  I 
therefore  forded  the  river^  in  hopes  of  find- 
ing such  an  one  nearer  to  the  foot  of  Skoul- 
a-fiel ;  but  our  own  fetigue^  the  wearuifiss 
of  our  horses^  and  the  difiiculty  that  woidd 
have  attended  their  conveying  the  luggage 
over  the  excessively  rocky  bed  of  the  river, 
induced  us  to  prefer  accommodating  our- 
selves as  well  as  we  could  to  onx  present 
station,  trusting  that,  by  fixing  the  tent- 
pins  deeper  in  the  ground,  and  phcing  our 
luggage-saddles,  &c.  round  the  bottom  of 
the  tent,  we  should  be  able,  at  least  in  some 
degree,  to  keep  out  the  wind  and  cold. 
Scarcely,  however,  had  we  composed  our- 
selves upon  our  homely  bed,  virben  a  most 
violent  blast  tore  up  the  p^gs,  and  exposed 
us  to  the  utmost  fury  of  the  elements^  In 
vain  did  we  again  attempt  to  festeu  thqia : 
as  often  as  we  flattered  ourselves  th^  weue 
secure,  the  force  of  the  wind  immediately 
drove  tliem  out,  and  the  intense  cold,  added 
to  the  continual  flapping  of  the  canvass 
with  a  noise  like  thunder,  prevented  our  en- 
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Sunday,   joying  *  modaent's  nest*    Very  €iiriy 
July  30.    jj^  ji^   morning,   thenefore,   of  the 

following  day,  I  ha^tiBned  to  the  river3  de- 
.bigtftiitg  to  pursue  its  isourst^,  with  a  riew  of 
entering  at  the  deep  ch^sm,  and  |)ft)deedili^ 
'^loitg  it  to  tins  perpendicular  coiuaifl  0f 
#oek,  which  I  had  previously  remaritect  en 
fitly  return  frotn  tike  Geysers.  The  strain, 
Ibr  sotiie  way,  ran  thi^iigh  a  tolerably  level 
ttodntry^  but,  in  ptbpo^tlon  as  I  advanced^ 
its  bank«  became  tnore  priecipilous  and 
fddky,  and  contintKed  to  increase  in  elevation 
atad  graodeurj  so  that,  hot  unirequetitly, 
4iothihg  more  was  to  be  seen  thati  the  jsteep 
^kfyd  cmggy  eliffd  which  arose  to  a  great 
ild^t  on  etkch  side  of  tne,  knd  the  ifaipe^ 
filoufe  torrent  that  rate  fdamii^  between 
th^it),  scarcely  leavihg  a  narrow  ledge  that 
JMight  afford  room  fcr  my  feet,  and  repeit- 
^ly  tumbling  in  its  passage  over  shelves  of 
rtiek,  thus  forming  ^tfltticts.  Which  va^iei 
in  height  from  two  to  three  and  even  t^h 
feet.  Occasionally,  however,  a  eleft  in  tht 
i^OTthern  side  btotfght  to  my  view  the  lofty 
top  of  8koiil-a-fiel>  with  its  pointed  stim*- 
mits,  ioofking  as  if  it  todfe  its  rise  ftbtti  *he 
very  edge  of  the  precipice.     At  length  my 
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farther  progress  was  stopped  by  the  rocks 
closing  ia  so  much  ks  to  leave  room  for 
nothing  at  their  base  but  the  narrow  iaind 
furious  course  of  the  river.  It  was  near 
this  spot  that  I  found  both  Fonttnalis  sfua- 
mosa  and  falcata  full  of  capsules^  in  a  de^ 
pool  among  the  roqks^  and  mixed  with  them 
was  also  Rivularia  angtdosa  in  some  plenty. 
Th^  rocks  in  a  steep  ascent^  which  I  climbed 
in  Qrder  to  reach  the  top  of  the  cbasm>  pro- 
duced an  Epilohvum  which  was  not  yet  in 
blg«K>m,  but  appeared,  from  its  br<«d  and 
glaucous  leaves,  Xo  be  undoubtedly  new  to 
me.  Veronica  frutwulosa  was  here  in.fuU 
flower,,  and  some  unknown  Salices^  likewise, 
rewarded  my  morning's  excursion.  Fearing 
lest '  \  should  not  h^^  sufficient  time  to  as- 
cend Skoul-a-fiel,  if  I  proceeded  any  farther 
in  the  same  direction,  I  returned  to  the  tent> 
and,  after  a  hasty  break&st,  set  off  on  horse- 
back -wijth  Jacob,,,  on^  cmr  way  to  the  t  moun- 
tain. .\|(^e  forded  the*  river, .  and  afterwards 
climbed  a  steep  but  grassy  hill,  whose 
swampy  summit  aflTorded  me  some  fine  spe- 
cimens of  the  rare  Splachnum  vascutosuuL 
On  descending  by  the  opposite  side,  and 
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crossing  another  stream^  we  came  to  the 
base  of  the  mountain,  up  the  precipitous' 
sides  of  which  we  mounted  in  a  diagonal 
direction,  keeping  in  a  beaten  track  for  some 
way,  but  at  length  directing  _our  course, 
in  the  nearest  line,  for  the  highest  summit. 
We  were  so6n  compelled  to  leave  our  horses; 
for,  though  the  base  of  the  hill  had  l>een 
Arm  rock,  interspersed  with  a  few  patches 
of  vegetation,  we  shortly  came  to  a  part, 
from  which,  to  the  very  peak,  the  whole  was 
altogether  composed  of  small  loose  pieces 
to  the  greatest  degree  barrenrlind  desolate; 
except  in  those  little  spots  in  which  the 
Trichostomum  had  formed  a  bed,  and  re- 
tained  a  sufficiency  of  moisture  to  supply  ' 
with  scanty  nourishment  a  few  miserable 
specimens  of  Salix  ,herhacea  or  Silene  acau- 
lis.  It  is  hardly  possible  for  any  person, 
unless  from  experience,  to  form  an  idea  of 
the  fatigue  of  climbing  a  mountain  like  this : 
wherever  we  placed  our  feet  a  vast  number 
of  pieces  of  rock  were  immediately  set  in 
motion,  and  rolled  for  a  considerable  way 
down,  causing  us  to  lose  nearly  as  much 
ground  as  we  gained,  and  as  often  as,  to  use 


^  I 


the  worcb  of  Tknte,  by  tftson  of  the  groftfter 
steepness  of  the  a8ceQt> 

''  Tra  le  schegge^  e  ti^a*  rocchj  dello  scogUo 
''  Lo  pi^  aanza  la  man  non  si  spedia^ " 

SO  that  we  were  compelled  to  make  use 
of  our  hauids  in  addition  to  our  fieet,  these 
Latter  were  sure  of  being  annoyed  by  a 
torrent  oi  the  sharp  and  angular  stones 
striking  against  them.  At  lengthy  drenched 
with  perspiration  from  the  violence  of  the 
exercise,  we  reached  a  ridge  of  the  mountain, 
which  led  by  a  gradual  ascent  to  the  sum?* 
mit;  great  masses  of  snow  lying  every  where 
scattered  about  its  precipitous  sides.  Nq 
sooner  had  we  attained  this  ridge,  th^n  we 
found  ourselves  on  a  sudden  exposed  to  tbe 
force  of  the  wind,  that,  driving  over  soqije 
distant  snow-mountains,  froze  us  with  cold> 
and  at  the  same  time,  from  .its  excessive 
violence,  made  it  prudent  for  us  to  sit  down^ 
rather  than  sta^d^  white  we  surveyed  the 
extensive  tract  of  country  that  lay,  like  a 
map,  spread  out  beneath  our  fi^et.  To  the 
north  was  a  wilderness  of  mountains^  many 
of  which  far  exceeded  in  height  the  onQ 
upon  which  I  stood,  and  most  of  them  were 
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thickly  clad  with  snow.  In  the  north-^est^ 
the  mait  striking  feature  was  Sooefel  Jdktil, 
whicfa^  taking  its  lise  near  the  ste^  at  the 
vteUxm  extremity  of  the  syssel  of  that  namae^ 
towers  to^  an  elevation  of  not  less  than  seiren 
thousand  feet.  Its  distance  from  me  was 
between  sinLty.and  seventy  miles^  and  I  iiow^ 
almost  for  the  first  titne^  beheld  entirely 
free  from  clouds  this  immense  rock,  appear- 
ing like  \  huge  cone  of  solid  snow.  The 
extensive  Bay  of  Faxa-fiord  was  bounded  on 
the  south  by  the  narrow  neck  of  land,  called 
Guldbringue  Syssel,  produeing  many  moun- 
tains of  wild  and  singular  forms^  springing 
from  among  its  niimerbus  beds  of  hraun. 
The  town  of  Reikevig  was  plainly  to  be 
seen^  as  well  as  its  harbor,  spotted  with  the' 
vessels  lying  at  anchor,  and  the  numerous 
Httle  islands.  In  the  south,  the  eye  wan- 
dered over  a  wide  tract  of  rocky  moor, 
beyond  which  the  distant  Helgafet  moun- 
tains varied  the  line  of  the  horizon.  We 
had  scarcely  time  sufficiently  to  admire  this 
scene,  when,  on  looking  upwards,  we  saw' 
apprbaehing  us  a  thick  cloud,  which,  co- 
vering the  summit  of  Skoul-a-fiel,  rolled 
down   the  sides,   accompadied    by  gusts  of 
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still  heavier  ttian  before^  and  aoon 
enveloped  us  in  ao  dense  a  fog  that  we 
eould  not  discover  each  othor  even  at  a 
very  few  yards  distance.  We  continaed^ 
however,  to  ascend  by  the  assistance  of 
the  compass,  and,  when  the  mist  had,  for 
a  short  time,  cleared  away,  we  had  .the 
pleasure  of  finding  that  we  had  varied  hot 
little  from  our  proper  course.  The  nearer 
we  approached  to  the  summit,  the  more 
steep  we  found  the  ascent,  and  the  more 
narrow  the  ridge  along  which  we  had  to 
pass;  so  that  I  was  glad  to  be  able  to  assist 
myself  in  climbing,  by  laying  hold  of  a  few 
pieces  of  rock,  which,  projecting  here  and 
there  from  among  the  loose  ones,  seemed  to 
be  still  in  their  primaeval  state.  They  lay  in 
strata  or  laminae  which  were  easily  detached 
from  one  another;  each  stratum  being  ver- 
tical, and  not  more  than  one  or  two  indies 
thick.  The  whole  was  of  a  reddish-nyeliow 
color,  variously  marked  and  spotted  with 
white,  green,  and  red,  so  as  to  have  a  very 
beautiful  appearance.  The  highest  suinmit 
was  so  much  peaked,  that  it  would  scar^ly 
afibrd  standing  room,  even  in  calm  weather:- 
and  therefore,  with  the  hurricane  which  now 
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hleWf  I  was  happy  at  being  able  to  reaeh  it 
«pon  my  bands  and  koieesy.aiid  then^  laying 
myself  dovm  upon  the  sloping  side  of.  tiie ' 
ridge,  to  look  over  the  northern  precipitous 
edge,  and  view  in  safety  the  rapid  motion  of 
the  clouds  passing  towarcb  the  plaee  oa 
which  I  was^  acrc^s  the  valley  which  sepeir 
rated  this  frcnn  other  mountains.  The  su-: 
peridr  height  of  Skoul-arfiel  above  ail  those 
in  its  immediate  vicinity  caused  it  to  attract 
these  douck  more  than  any  of  the  rest,  yet 
the  violence  of  the  wind  did  not  sujEfer  them 
to  remain  long  upon  it,  but  soon  dispersed 
them  after  they  had  rolled  a  little  way  down 
the  southern  side. .  Vegetation  here  was  very 
scanty :  in  such  places  as  were  free  from 
snow,  and  lay  in  their  original  strata,  were 
to  be  found  Salix  herbacea^  Saxifraga  appo^ 
sitifolia,  Pohftrichum  sexangulare  and  Li- 
chen geogruphicus.  Nothing  could  be  more 
easy  than  our  descent  among  the  loose  stones^ 
where  the  principal  requisite  was  to  be  well 
provided  with  stout  shoes,  and  we  therefore 
soon  got  under  shelter  from  the  wind.  On 
our  right  was  a  deep  ravine,  from  the  bottom 
of  which  arose  a  spring  that  supplied  a. little 
stream^  which  I  resolved  to  take  in  my  way. 
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IB  Older  to  see  what  plants  it  pnkluced^ 
while  Jacob  hastened  forward  in  search  of 
cmp  horses.  Here  I  ^lent  some  time  in  col-» 
ferting  one  of  the  richest  botanical  hanrestsi 
I  ever  made  in  one  day*  Some  grasses^  a 
Feromca,  and  a  GnofhaUmn^  with  five  « 
WL  mouses  were  all  new  to  me^  and  I  also 
feond  several  scarce  plants  that  I  had  nev^ 
before  seen^,^  though  I  met  with  them  in 
odier  phu!es  afterwards ;  so  that  with  these 
I  not  only  completely  filled  two  vascnla  and 
my  game  bag,  but  at  length  began  to  apply 
my  pockets  to  the  purpose  of  containing  my 
specimens.  On  my  return  I  found  Jacob 
fiisl  asleep  more  than  half  way  down  the 
mountain,  holding  in  bis  hand  one  of  the 
hones  by  the  bridie.  Having  moonted  oor 
bea^,  we  made  the  most  haste  we  could  to 
our  tent;  and,  as  it  still  appeared  possible, 
before  the  dusk  of  the  evening  came  on,  to 
go  in  search  of  the  rock  in  the  chasm  which 
I  failed  of  finding  in  the  morning,  I  set  out 
a  second  time  for  the  purpose,  and,  keeping 
above  the  chasmy  was  not  long  before  I  came 
within  sight  of  it  r  this,  fortunately  for  me, 
happened  near  a  spot  where  I  was  enabled 
to  descend  to  the  very  banks  of  the  stmaniy 
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and  procure  a  gMd  view  of  this  remarkable 
place.  Thd  lofty  column  of  rock  was  en- 
tirely separated  on  one  side  from  the^oppcK 
site  perpendicular  wall  of  the  chasm,  toi 
which  it  was  on  the  other  side  united  n>erely: 
for  a  few  feet  from  its  ba^e,  so  that  tlw 
water  did  not  altogether  surround  it^  thoi^h 
sufficiently  so  to  give  it  a  oiost  remarkable 
appearance.  In  Oie  faces  of  the  ehasm  were 
several  basaltic  pillars  lying  in  a  horizontal 
direction,  firmly  imbedded  in  the  solid  rock» 
resembling  those  figured  in  M.  Bory  ck  Si. 
Fmcenfs  Voyage  ^^  excepting  only  that  the 
Icelandic  ones  did  not  extend  to  the  base  of 
the  rock,  but  merely  occupied  a  few  yards 
of  the  surface.  The  singularity  of  this  place 
detained  me  till  a  late  hour;  yet,  in  spile 
of  the  &tigue  of  the  day,,  I  had  the  vexa- 
tion to  find  on  my  return,  to  the  tent,  that 
the  conti^nuance  ci  the  wind  aod  cold  caused 
B(ie  to  spend  as  sleepless  and  uncomfortable 
a  night  W  the  preceding  one* 


y 


*  See  plate  xi.  of  that  work>  where^  on  the  left  hand> 
is  represented  a  rock  containing  similar  horizontal 
pillars.  Basaltic  columns  of  the  kind  figured  on  the 
light  hand  of  the  plate  are  not  uncommon  in  Iceland. 
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Monday,  After  having  given  up  the  early; 
^^y^^'  part  of  the  morning  to  the  pre- 
servation of  my  botanical  riches,  we  set  off 
upon  our  journey,  proceeding  for  the  first 
part  of  the  way  over  a  shoulder  of  Skoul-a- 
fiel^  and  then  over  a  mountain  called  Swein- 
a- scaur,  the  descent  of  which,  through  a 
gulley  where  we  had  to  cross  a  torrent  at 
least  twenty  times,  was  excessively  steep 
and  rocky,  and  so  exposed  to  the  fury  of 
the  north  wind  that  we  were  compelled  to 
alight  from  our  horses  and  walk.  The 
ground  we  trod  upon  was,  however,  not 
altogether  bare  of  vegetation;  for  several 
grasses  and  other  plants  appeared  in  the 
places  that  were  free  from  snow,  and  at  a 
great  elevation  Oeum  rivalcy  which  is  found 
in  the  flat  meadows  of  Norfolk,  was  no  less 
abundant  than  its  alpine  neighbors,  Veronica 
fruticulosa  and  Arabia  alpina.  In  some 
hollows  of  the  rock,  that  were  filled  with  the 
water  of  the  torrent,  I  met  for  the  first  time 
in  my  life  with  the  Harlequin  duck  (Anas 
histrionicaj y  which,  from  what  I  could  learn, 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  scarce  bird  in  Iceland. 
A  very  serpentine  course,  in  consequence  of 
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the  steepness  of  the  hill^  at  length  led  us  into 
a  rather  extensive  level  tract  of  country, 
bounded  on  all  sides  by  black  and  lofty 
mountains.  For  some  way  near  the  banks 
of  a  wide  stream  in  the  centre  of  this,  a 
tolerable  pasture  was  afibrded  for  our  horses, 
and  we  rested  ourselves  awhile  at  a  dwelling 
called  MeurawatI;  a  thing  the  more  neces- 
sary, as  a  dreary  mountain  ride  lay  before 
us,  and  we  were  told  it  would  not  be  in  our 
power  to  meet  with  grass  again  till  we  had 
got  round  the  head  of  Hval-fiord  (the  bay  of 
whales).  The  steep  and  barren  sides  of 
Renewaltehauls  afibrded  nothing  interesting, 
but  from  the  summit  the  distant  view  of 
snow  mountains  in  the  more  northern  part 
of  the  island  wi^s  most  grand.  Here  we  rode 
over  a  bed  of  rock,  curled  on  the  surface, 
which,  thov^h  cracked  in  a  few  places 
with  d^ep  fissures,  had  the  appearance  of 
being  a  solid  mass,  and  of  having  suffered 
no  change ;  but  not  so  with  a  hes^  of  rocks, 
brokei),  indeed,  yet  still  of  immense  sjz^ 
which,  piled  one  oyer  aiaother  to^a  fff^t 
height  on  our  left,  ^^njci^  pQ  hf«v/e.|l3>e6i^,|«^t 
a  dis^^nt  period.  t|irown  wf^  in  ^  m€f^\edfii(»ip 
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from  a  volcano^  and  to  be  still  suffered  to  re^ 
main  a  monument  of  some  dreadful  eruption. 
Their  texture  was  in  parts  solid^  in  other 
parts  porous^  their  color  a  brovmish-black^ 
speckled  throughout  with  innumerable  small 
white  pieces  of  quartz^  which^  on  a  close  in^ 
spection^  had  a  very  pretty  appearance.  From 
the  dismally  barren  scene  before  us^  we  soon 
came  to  a  little  plain^  where  the  Bart^a 
alpina  in  full  flower  made  amends  for  die 
absence  of  more  abundant  and  more  varied 
vegetation ;  but  hence  to  the  margin  of  the 
water  was  a  dreary  scene  of  abrupt  precipices^ 
rugged  hills,  and  rocky  streamlets.  A  river, 
at  th^  head  of  Hval-fiord,  in  discharging  its 
waters  over  the  perpendicular  face  of  a  rock, 
formed  a  fine  cascade,  just  beneath  which, 
and  exposed  to  the  full  effect  of  its  tre- 
mendous roar,  we  had  to  ford  the  stream, 
after  which,  for  a  few  miles,  we  ttavfelled 
along  by  the  north  side  of  the  lake  among 
'heaps  of  fragments  that  had  fallen  from  the  - 
steep  hilk,  till,  about  ten  o'clock,  we  tiad 
onfae  more  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  9  peen 
spM,  Whfch  had  mdueed  a  peasairt  and  his  f»- 
nrify,  after  the  mahtier  of  tfe^  aticient  Gef- 
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mans  ^^  to  fix  in  ittfaeir  sol^rjr  dwdlitig.  I'he 
nngolar  eastern  which  pmvailft  throughout 
Ibebnd'  of  giving  a  name>  a$  of  a  piarish  ^^^ 
to  a  solitary  hut^  or  at  most  to  the  residence 
dF  a  more  wealthy  farmer  and  the  cottages 

'  *  It  is  impoBi^ble  to  arold  being  strack  with  the  sinti- 
iMity  of  pait  of  Tueitos*  deseriptloQ  of  die  nanaeri  of 
the  CkuroiaAs.^  to  the  preseat  rude  aad  siaiple  state  ef 
the  inhabitants  of  Iceland^  who  are  eompelled  from  the 
scantiness  of  vegetation  thus  to  imitate  the  people  of 
fbrmer  days  in  the  distant  situation  of  their  dwellings 
ftom  each  iQther.  '^  Nnllas  Gemanorum  populis  urbes 
MMarij  8ati4  aotun  est;  aa  pati  quidem  inter  se 
junctas  sedes.  Colunt  discreti  ac  diversi^  ut  fons^  ut 
^MPpus,  ut  neooua  placuit.  Yicos  loeattt>  non  in  nos- 
timm  .«Mwenb  etm^tw  et  cohferentibuB  ledificiis:  mmm 
quisque  domum  spatio  circumdat,  sive  adyenw  easiit 
ignis  remedium^  siye  iascitia  ndificandi.*' 

t  The  land  in  Iceland^  at  least  bjnfar  the  greater  part 
of  it>  baloiQgs  to  tlwe  King  of  Penmarkj  aad  a  nstive  is 
lU  liberty  tQ.  pitch  upaa.^ny  waate  that  may  ai^tr  Ua 
<;Qavenience;r  ftnd  Sx.  bis  Sibode  ^k^ip  i  his  larm  or  habpr 
tatioo  he  caV&  b^  ajomo  namiB« .  eithai}- tabm  IrotfiMkfe 
peculiarity  of  situation^  from  some  neighboring  mpuor 
tain  or  riv^r^or  after  hifnselfi./'  lift  hiM  n^xcm^**'  as 
the  learned  Arngrim  Joiww  ^^h^ervci^  <  *1  ^ifim^  i^Qidaa 
9twvv{UiV4  ip^  loca  inel  soli^  .||i«r¥»itai»>  SfwA  ^^Panem 
jOBteritatfiD  Ipquerefftur^    :  .  -m       /  r   uro 
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of,  hijBi  depencbnts^  will  easitjr  aoedimt  *  fiir 
the  cfowded  names  of  places  which  we  ses 
ia  the  beat  mi^s  of  the  isluid^  and  whidt 
might  l^d  to  a  most  erroneous  idea  of 
its  present  or  former  pppnlatioo,  unless  ao« 
companied  by  the  explanation  that  in  the 
greater  number  of  instances  they  are  to 
be  undcSrstopd  as  the  appellations  of  mere 
iarms"*^  and  never  of  what  in  England  would 
be  entitled  to  be  called  a  village.  The  pre- 
sent place^  which^  if  I  recollect  well^  bears 
the  name  of  Parity  stands  in  a  singular  and 
interesting  situation;    being  near  the  bead 

*  "  Lands  are  here  divided  into  estates^  whicii  aie 
ceTer  subdivided^  and  are  held  in  three  different  kinds, 
oftenure: 

"  King's^  Land, 
"  Church  Land,  and 
"  Fieehold. 

"  King* 8  land  is  given  by  the  Landfogued  to  whom- 
soever he  pleases,  and  the  family  who  occupy  it  possess 
it  as  long  as  they  have  an  heir  and  can  pay  the  reiit, 
Whidh  is  tevj  small,  and  a  tax  of  one  rix-doUar  per 
-annum. 

*'  Church  ktni  is'giv^i  away  by  the  Bishop  and  Ampt- 
IMMI,  and'  held  in  the  isame  manner. 
u.  *f'(B'eehM  is  as  in  tfther' countries,  each  estate  paying 
one  rix-doUar  per  annum  to  the  King,  in  Heii  of  lattd«- 
tax/'    Sir  Joieph  Bankt'  MSS.  Jwmak 


«i(tHval-fiwd,  «o  tbrt  frwt  it  ite  had  »  atfble. 
w^  ^xteBftire  ymw  of  this  arm  of  ^  seft^' 
OB  ubibh  were  itauisimble  qtmi^laeft  o#the 
black  divers  (Odgfmlms  TrmkJ  and  mufy 
flocks  of  swans.  From  the  agitated  surface 
oi  the  water  &e  vidence  oi  the  wind  raised 
great  bodies  of  spray^  which  were  df iveti^ 
like  a  dense  mist^  into  a  valley  iha|:  opened 
to  the  south.  In  an  opposite  direction,  and 
near  the  extremity  of  the  fiords  a  mountain 
oi  no  great  elevation  afforded  us  a  curious 
ipectacle  of  another  kind ;  for  bene  a  cloud 
of  sQow^  whioh  was  passii^  nearly  over  our 
heads  in  an  unbroken  mass,  being  impeded 
in!  its  progress  by  this  hill,  in  a  few  seconds 
df  time  enveloped  in  a  white  covering,  as 
with  a  sheet,  its  previously  brown  aind  barren 
sid^^  &r  nearty  half  way  down.  Omr  en-* 
caifipment  was  fortunately  provided  widi 
sufficient  shelter  from  the  storm  by  a  lofty 
and  perpendicular  rock^ 


ft 


Huge  as  the  t6w0r,  which  builders  vain 
Presumptttoiia  piled  on  Shinar*s  plain/* — 


the  whole  so  strange  in  form,  and  so  broken 
into   recesses   and   projections,    that   fancy 
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might  yi«^  witikiiiiini  Iftfitks*  Awib  k'lli<^ 
tfafii^  ds^  I  «M<er  mw  of  the  kiiii,  )^Mm 
to  itself  a  iieap  of'nti/k'MA  ruiifed<  Mlnefly 
jlktai  bjpon  the  tep -«if  it . Roping  biAk) 


I  I  •   .t 


#»•*• 


WkoH  rocky  8%ioauta^  Iqplil;  SBil  nvl;^ 
Fomoed  turret^  4oine^  or  l^ittftw^iiti     . 

'^  Or  seemed  fantastically  set 

"  With  cupola  or  minaret. 

♦^'  W&'d  crests  as  pagod  ever  decked> 

^' Or  ttlosque  Oftest^ite  a^biMt*"* 

...  <  .  •  «...  • 

The  dffeacy.  solitude,  and  fthe  AorAa  m^ 
mow  of  F^rit,  did  not  4n  the  ttoidleftt  di^ree 
|N!idtp«nt<the  ifthabiteiitsfeam  exerasmgifafiir 
Yikmted  hospttaiity.  On  the  covttexy^.  tha 
wom^n  here,  as  aft  other  placee,  camcaround 
w  iaitiledittkQly:on  onr  amval,  tuA  witii^a 
kindneis  peculilir  to  tbe  sex  inquired  'idtb 
olir  waata,  an^  offered  tis  all  tiiat  tiieir  «rw 
cumstanic^  would  dnable  them'to  afford,  ilts 
a  mark  of  affectionate  good'^will,  which  ctUose 
most  conversant  with  females  can  best  ap- 
preciatQy  they  presented  to  iis  their  little 
children  to  be  kissed,  and  when,  aa  i)ms  too 
often  the  case,  our  more  refined  notions  of 
cleanliness  prevented  us  from  proftial^  by 
thi^ir  int^ded  kindness,  they  b^^ed  that  tre 


WMM  ^IIo«^  (hem  to  ^s  our  hands,,  wlii^ 
Ai&f  did  in  the  tko$X  respeetftil  AnniHer, 
bcMtig  at  ^e  same  time,  l^he  mothi^rd  an4 
tii€^  «lder  gkh  brought  to  our  telit  abofidanoe^ 
df  €»eam,  4kiur,  and  fuel,  atid  |)ree6ed  us  to 
a€oept  lliem  ^th  such  evkkiit  ihaiits  of 
eafnestness,  Jfebat  it  t^as  impossible  but  that 
llie  pleasure  which  gleamed  ii^  iheir  caatk^ 
teBsnces  ilhould  be  reflected  im  ours,  n^r 
could'  we  have  failed  46  Have  received  x^^ilfr 
aatisfection  presents  of  a  far  less  acceptivblti 
ttliture  "^an  4*hoi$e  now  set  before  tis,  if  ^ 
fered  by  people  so  sitaafeed,  atid  wllh  sueH 
heafrty  good-wiri;  for,  to^ui^e  the  wo*dsctf  a 
firvo^te  ^p6et  of  the  present  day. 


tf 


HU  gift  shall  ne*er  be  scora*d>  who  freely  gives  his  all*** 


.  t 


Tuesday,        "^^  vain  ^hopc  of  being  able  to  » 
A^gittt  1.    gjjg^  |.Q  jj^y  friends  iii  England  some 

i^e^tcbes  ,  of  the  rock?  of  Farit  kept  me  on 
Ae  (Spot  till  nine  or  ten  o'clock  this  morjEi* 
ing,  and  4t  was  nearly  one  when  we  arrived 
at  a  farm  by  the  shores  of  Hval-fiofd,  where 
a  man  announced  himself  as  the  servant  of ' 
tbe  JSStatsrped,  .and  added  the  .information 
that  he  had  been  sent  out  the  dla^  before  to  ^ 
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meet  us^  and  to  accompany  w  to  Indteiiiolmew 
Leaving,  therefore,  my  Reikerig  guide  wiA 
the  luggage  ftnd  other  hMses,  to  follow  ni 
at  Jebure,  Jacob  and  myself  mounted  ^owat 
steeds' sent  by  the  Etatsroed,  and  hastened 
forward  till  we  came  to  the  foot  of  Akra-firi, 
a  mountain  of  some  height,  which  rose  at  no 
great  distance  from  this  gentleman's  house, 
but  was  separated  from  it  by  a  moFEM* 
thflit  was  not  to  be  crossed  without  much,  dif- 
ficulty. In  the  worst  places  were  laid  sod 
and  large  pieces  of  rock,  which  had-  be^i 
procured  from  a  considerable  distance,  but^ 
although  these  prevented  the  horses  ft^m 
sinking  deep  in  the  mire,  they  by  no  oleaiia 
rendered   the   passage    firm:    yet  did  this 

*  Let  it  not  be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  the  Indolence 
of  the  Icelanders^  or  as  setting  their  chttivcters  in  an 
unfavorable  lights  that  these  morasses  are  to  be  aecyij 
occasionally,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  best  of  their 
houses,  and  that  the  roads,  not  unf reqnently,  lead  omer 
them.  AH  this  is,  unfortunately,  ascribable  to  the 
country  itself,  which  is  little  else  than  rock  and  bogj 
the  latter,  of  so  wet  and  spongy  a  texture^  that  ao 
materials,  however  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  no 
quantity  of  them,  however  large,  would  be  sufficient 
to  overcome  their  stubborn  nature,  or  to  make  thea^ 
properly  passable. 


tiifjkk^  swamp,  lead  to  the  very  best  hoi^e 
in  'die  isknd^  the  *  residence  of  a  man^  aft 
imoe  a  Danish  counseUor  c^  state^  bxsA  the 
^fki^  justice,  of  Iceland ;  one,  too,  whose  ts^ 
lents  and .  acquiiemeots  would  render  hiqa 
tbe  orniiiiient  of  any  society,  but  who  lived 
^bese  ihttt.  out  from  all  connexion  with. the 
Isbnary  world*  In  such  of  the  out-buildings 
"of  the  £tatsit>ed*s  house,  as  first  came  in 
view,  was  evident  a  degree  of  neatness  m 
to  workmanship,  of  elegpice  as  to  form,  and 
of  regttlmty  as  to  desigip,  which  I  had  never 
bcdbre  seen  in  the  island,  and  on  approacb- 
4og  the  door  of  the  principal  bn^Uing^  it 
>s^eoaed  as.if  I  was  actually  transported  to 
^another  country.  In  point  of  architectuns 
and  materials^  it  was,  indeed,  built  in  the 
.true  style  of  an  Icelandic  dwelling,  and  to- 
JMy  unlike  tlie  Danish  ones  of  Reikevig, 
•bbt  there  was,  nevertheless,  even  in  the  turf 
walls  and  numerous  roofs,  an  appearance  of 
jrefinement  which  I  little  expected  to  have 
met  with;  while  the  painted  doors  and  the 
Jarge  glass  windows  werei  quite  nc^elties. 
To  comfort  and  cleanliness  in  the  persons 
of  the  natives  I  had  not  been  much  accus- 
tomed^ and  was,  therefore,  the  more  glad 
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to  find  ^Bi  here:  for  a  hesrigr  wdeM».I 
was  fully  prepared ;  it  was  no  mogre  tfaaa  I 
had  every  where  -  experi^aiccd ;  but  time 
^m\y  who  have  been  loi^  tepoted  to  tikti 
aiccentft  of  a  language^  with  the  nsemiBgtdf 
which  they  are  wholly  Ujnac^pinnted^  ein 
cdoiseive  hoiw  rareet  such  a  welQeme  mmmi^ 
when  given  me^  as  here  by  the  Etatsraed,  ik 
my  nalxve  tongue.  We  aiteied  hy  a  lolig 
fiasH^^  with  a  boarded  ioor  and  wain- 
scotted  walls^  and^  after  oroismg  cnothit' 
attialUr  oite^  airived  at  the  i&rary^  a  rocm 
^  moderale  size^  well  stered  widi  hmiuk 
adiMdifig  to  which  was  tlte  parlor^  which/  if 
i  recollect  rtght^  had  stuccoed  walia,  paiidad 
of  k  bhie  oolor^  Itnd  a  bdarded  niof  and  fleoi. 
A  Danish  sofo  and  other  good  IwnJtane 
much  resembled  such  as  we  have  in  Ehllgfamd^ 
and  some  ordinary  prints,  among  them  <k^ 
of  the  Empo^r  of  tht  French  and  by;^ 
side  of  it  another  of  the  Hero  of  Trafalgar^ 
served  to  decorate  the  walls.  Shortly  after 
our  arrival,  rum  with  white  wine  and  Noe^ 
way  biscuit  were  handed  round,  and^  aa 
there  was  Ikit  lit^  time  before  ditmier,  v^ 
amused  ourselves  in  the  Hbrary,  where  I 
was  shewn  several  valuable  and  inteterting 
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4«Mhs^'iabiiiB9.49ft^»ni0enii]N9lf}ry  (tf  4ie 
U«H}v!a%iwdl  in  m»n)K»f^t  49:  in  pHm. 
nikitei  vrinwr  htne^  «I^,  mfMQif  >9l<j^«.l4atM^ 

ktttbolw  id  ^ -CfiEvnwil*  ^renilb,  ^weijiiq^ 
mkI  Danirii  iMigDeget^  IwMld^'  w)if^  gvp^ 
Aid  me  wotiB  ^b»n  way  thing  «Uf>,  a  cAiriir 
:d8robl0  nwtihor  «f  «mr  test  JBngii^  ptx^ 
Mem,  too,  I  «ta  ahelura  »  tittii«toli»n  tif 

liie  perforitoiiee  of  {n  pti^  wbplii^  Ijy^d  w 
the  Msttom  pftrt  of- the  isWit^,  bi|fc  itbofi^ 
mnae  I  cunnot  mnr  rM«ebilwr.  Tbp^^tate- 
4rQ0djf  viho  w»9  oiptbfe  f^  rftoding  tN  .f^^jgi- 

nrkh  tha  transltlipii)  ai^l  I  l^^^  «|o  ^cm^I^ 
of  Im  bei«^  a  OQiiqpetmk  jfidg^  i^  tbd  s»tl- 
JMt^  humg  bimmlf>  witli  mneh  ^^/^  tiirM^ 
into  loelandio  po^ry  /'t^j^V  v&4«(il  on  JIfm 
jnd  Unid^erml  Prater;  to  tbe  lili^nl  neM;!^ 
»«nts  iQcukated  in  iti\e  latter  of  whijitb  hp 
4IM  80  much  dt^hedi :  an  to  b^nre  it  9ftiiK>- 
times  sung  in  his  chufch.  How  happy 
ahottkl  1  have  befen  toiiaiiip  had  the  cpportu- 
nity  of  shewing  to  nky  countrymen^  on  my 
return^  the  numerous  publications,  princi- 
pally historical,  for  whicii  I   was  indebted 


> 
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to  the  liberalftf  t)f '  tftki  teiirfiedl  «iid  fioMe 
author ;  but^  titoughr  unf0rtutitte|hf  d^pmid 
of  this  satkfactiorf^  I  reo^rd,  with  itifliiite 
pleasuri^^  tny  obligations  to'hiiti,  not 'only  fiur 
these,  but  for  various  other  books  nifai^  I 
codM  ntot  elsewhm^  have  piMufed.  *  Two 
of  the  works  that  have  come  ftom  the  pm 
of  the  £tatsroed  deserve  particular  mention : 
the  'titles,  indeed,  have  altogether  escaped 
my  memory,  but,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  one 
of  thiem  wtfs  written  in  the  Danish,  the  other 
in  the  Icelandic  language,  and  both  treated 
of  the  most  remarkaUe  occurrences  that  bad 
taken  place  in  the  later  bi|tory  of  the  obttn* 
try,  among  which  it  was  peculiarly  gratffy*- 
ing'  to  me,  as  an  Englishmmi,  to  find,  while 
the  author  Was  himself  translating  some  por- 
'tiions  to  me,  how  earnestly  and  how  cmi- 
pletcly  eon  am&re  he  bears  testimony  to  the 
noble  and  generous  conduct  of  &»  Jos^A 
Banks,  impressifig;  in  <^e  strongest  tevms, 
upon  the  tniads  of  hit 'cocmtrymenr  a  ^sense 

*  Tbesa  am  ii  aft  firobiftbllitjrilwo  of  >l|ie.£tflteni^*t 
pabH9«(tjoi)6  mentioned ,^y  I)r»  H4dlaa4:  theom^eotitl^d 
Iceland  in  the  ISth  Century  ^  the  other  a  translation  of 
the  same  into  Danish^  with  additions.  The  former  wiu 
printed  in  ld66>  the  latter  in  i808. 
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^amplM  asi^iflttiioe  wfaieh  hm  diShideidamkA 

Jisebnders^  as  had^  in  Uie .  banning  loffithfe 

^reqent  war,  .been  .made  pmoaen  m.DaiHdi 

.lienels ;  eoiMtantly  strivug  with  the  utnoifc 

.seak  to  procure  theii  release^: and  aUpplyuigt 

iwith  unbounded  liberality,  their  pecuknivjr 

.wants.    I  must,  however^  do  the  Icdanidcte 

*the  justice  <  to  lay,  tiiat  there  isnooeed'^ 

ijie  assistance  of  the  press  toexcite  a  stroiq^er 

ffeding  of  gratitude  on  their  parf^  for  the 

benefits  that  have  been  eonferred  upon  tliem 

.by  this  exalted  character ;   for  the  eager  in?- 

iiuiriesthat  were  in  everyplace  nadeiiiflter 

his  welfare,  by  the  aged,  who.  stiU  refoember 

his  person,  and  by  the  youog»  who  know 

him  £rom  the  anecdote^  told  by  their  fathecs 

«nd  their  grand&thers, .  were  a  convincing 

proof  of  the  esteem   and   veneration  they 

entertain  fior  him:  so  that,  not  unfrequeo^ly, 

while  wandering  over  the.  wastes  of  .Icel#pd, 

my  heart  has  glowed,  and  X  have  felt  a  piride> 

that  I  should  have  been  ashamed  to  dissem* 

ble,  at  being  able  to  call  «<ieb  a  man  my 

patron  and  my  friend.-  A  short  history -of 

the  esculent  Fuci,  published  by  the  Etat^ 

roed,  has  already  been  noticed  at  page  46 


fiimselfi  bat  oi  all  the  ikiiiil^  ailodetbofaa^ 
«atd  a  latge  Dftnlali  cM^pm  ooeilpied  a  pm^ka 
40f  one  nde  of  the  loem.    On  my  exprcMii^ 
41  with  te  kcar  aome  leelan^  miiiic/tihe 
wbole  Iwiily  came  into  the  libraiy,  and^  with 
^tbeir  voices^   aGcon^aniod  his  perfonnaiice 
«ef 'Mrend  sacred  airs.    I  was  nett  entertaioed 
aiith  Danish  and   Icelandic  songs,  by  t&e 
iitatiffoe^s  daughter,  whiob  she  actempanied 
with  tunes  upon  liie  Lang^^speL    This  in- 
"ttfruiBQttt  has  long  been  growing  into  disuse, 
eo  that  it  is  now  become  of  extvemely  ra|e 
<de(miM»e^  and  yery  &w  of  the  natives  in- 
deed>  ^leepting  the  Etplsroed  and   his  fa- 
mily, are  capable  of  perfoiming  upon  it  widi 
any  degree  of  skiU.     It  consists  of 'a  narrow 
deal  box,  about  three  feet  long,  with  a  wider 
semi-circular  extremity,  in  which  ane  the 
sound  hofes.    Thvee  biass  wires,  or  sbme- 
timei  five,  are  extended  ihe  whole  length  of 
-this  box,   and  tightaned  or  slackened  by 
tneans  of  smeU  wooden  p^s,  b$  in  bur  com- 
mon violin.     It  is  uaoally  played  upon  vrith 
a  bow  of  horse-hair,  the  instrument  itself 


^Dg  io  IbBimeoBt  whit*  upon  lite  taUc^  bmt 
tbf  Etatsroed's  dwigbte-  frcqacatly  made  uw 
jwly  of  her  fingen^  at  with  »  gutsr,  A 
dmttg  wtuch  Ae  prasaed  the  end  of  faaf 
tfaumb  alone  upon  the  witw^ 
moviog-  it  up  and  down  tb 
profbice  the  difincnt  modk- 
ficaAkuMofsoimd.  The  aiv- 
nescd  ropmentatian  «( the 
Lang-spel,  sketebad  sincfe 
my  return,  from  taemoty, 
will  give  a  tolerable  idea  of 
its  form.  Von  Troil  notieea 
another  masioal  ittBtnimeBt, 
called  Fidla,  which  has  two 
strii^  of  borse-hair,  and  it 
played  in  a  simitar  manner 
widi  a  bow.  This,  I  was 
never  fortuaat«  enoa|^  to 
see;  nor  did  I  ever  meet 
with  the  ^mpAoRj  aten- 
tioued  by  tfiie  same  anthor, 
and  I  have  every  reaaoo  to 
believe  that  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  has  any  longer 
exiitence;  the  increasing 
poverty    of    the    country 


38^  BOttGAnOKD* 

lutvingj  probably^  been  the  meiiift  of  pre* 
venting  the  Icelanders  fix>m  enjoying  the 
little  happiness  that  they  formerly  derived 
horn    these   and  various  other  sources  of 
innocent  amusement^  which  we  read  of  as 
iiaving  been    common  among   them*.    At 
about  three  o'clock  we  sat  down  to  an  ex- 
celleht  dinner  of  roasted  meats,  which  were 
•eaten  with  preserved  cherries  and  a  mess  €i 
4he  Rumex  Aceiosa,  with  the  addition  of 
wafiels^ .  good    Norway   biscuit,    rum   and 
claret.    Even  in  the  Etatsroed's  house  the 
custom  of  the  ladies  of  the  family  waiting 
at  table  is  religiously  observed ;  and,  morti- 
fying as  it  was  to  me  as  a  stranger,  I  was 
compelled,  during  the  tiikie  of  meals,  to  ac- 
cept of  the  attendance  of  the  female  of  the 
highest  rank  in  the  island  and  her  handsome 
daughter,   both  of  whom  performed   their 
parts  with  the  greatest  good-nature  imagin- 
^ble^     It  was  in  vain  that  I  remonstrated 
against  this  reKc  of  barbarous  times,  intreat- 
ing  it  might  be  dispensed  with  during  my 
stay :  such  a  request  could  not  be  acceded 
to,  for  to  have  done  otherwise  would  have, 
been  considered  a  want  of  respect  on  thet 
part  of  the  host  to  his.  guest.     Truly  gratify-^ 
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ing  was  it  ta  observe  how  much  affectionate 
littention  was  paid  by  the  younger  part  of 
this  family  to  the  aged  palrents  of  Madame 
Stephensen^  whose  father^  formerly  a  sy^sel- 
Bian^  although  eighty  years  old,  still  enjoyed 
the  perfi^t  use  of  his  faculties.     Extreme 
age  had  deprived  the  mother  of  sight,  but,- 
^ough  destitute  of  this  comfort,  she  had. the 
g!;ttter  one  of  receiving  ev^ ry  possible  mark 
<^  kindness,  that  duty  or  afiection  could  dic-i 
tate,  from  her  children,  who  devoted  a  great: 
iportion  of  their  time  to  bearing  her  ix>mpany 
in  her  room,  and  alleviating,  by  their  coi>^ 
vc^rsation,  her  afflictions  and  infirmities.  Af^r 
ter  dinner  I  visited  the  £tatsroed*s  gardenSj^ 
which  are  carefully  fenced  round  by  a  high 
turf  wall,  SO  as  to  be,  in  some  measure,  pro- 
tected from  the  excessive  cold  of  the  cli- 
mate;   a  precaution  that  seems  to  avail  but, 
little,  for,  although  in  the  one  adjoining  the  . 
house,  which  was  laid  out  in  a  number  of 
beds,  infinite  paini?  had  been  taken  to  raise, 
a  crop  of  lettuces,  turnips,   and  potatoes^ 
th^  all  looked  in  a  miserably  starved  state,, 
and  not  one  came  to  perfection.     Anotfier 
garden,  nearly  opposite  to  the  house,  was 
also  appropriated  to  the  growth  of  vegeta- 


Uw,  iMit  tiid  not  wear  a  move  ppomisiog  lam 
pect  Tbe  ^ound  iaiined«rtety  in  hoM  ^ 
Hie  Etat8ioed*t  dwelling,  though  producii^ 
E'OMipanUivaly  good  herbage,  is  bt^en  wto 
nmaeraiis  ^little  hiHoeks,  intersected  wMl 
rooky  4ivisions,  as  is  almoet  ewry  where  the 
oase  in  Iceland  with  tbe  beat  pasture  iand^ 
owing,  probably,  to  the  ifreadiDg  of  oaHie  be- 
tween the  pieces  of  rock,  whidi  are  %n)t 
thinly  ^covered  wrth  earth.  Hence  to  the  sea, 
and  for  a  long  way  «ipon  Hie  shore,  extended 
a  pedeAly  Jevel  tract  of  country,  at  one  ex- 
tftanity  ^of  which,  over  a  (little  bitxA,  ^a 
water-^mill  ^had  been  erected,  whieh  was 
worked  by  a  horizontal  wlieel,  and  served  to 
grind  torn  for  the  family.  This,  if  I  mistafke 
not,  is  the  only  one  in  the  island.  Some 
dmins,  cut  by  the  £tatsroed  jn  an  adjoining 
morass,  had  greatly  improved  the  soil,  aH^ 
furnished  a  more  copious  supply  of  water 
to  the  mill.  Were  like  simple  means  to  be 
employed  in  other  Icelandic  bogs,  the  greater 
part  of  which  are  admirably  calculated  for 
draining,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but 
that  the  country  would  be  rendered  more 
easily  passable,  and  the  increased  qoailtity 
of  fodder,  produced  in  consequence  of-sucb 


an  iitiprofaoMwiiiiy  wovid  faerof  iiicfil^ikbifc 
Mmfit  toilrhe  poor  Yicitms;  The  hMsaM  tBt^ 
BtatflMed  ifra»  baii  ^htety  neol^  ^,  «i4ir  w*i«. 
h»te  iiaibrB  obewrvedy  fk  one  of  tbeibsBt^  for^ 
perhaps^  «ke  iwfy  4^ft  iki  the  kifaml  $  yelr 

*  How  exactly  similar  the  present  mode  of  building 
is'  to  that  which'  was  in  practice  upwards  of  two  centu- 
Ti^)i^,  tAky  ht  e^nltf*^  ^Vi^^  '<l>e  inbrttes 

sai  «d»8ftiia  viikaM  wtiotti,'*  in  ^^<yt»t  JbmWMM 

Twfatas^^Iiiandita/jS!^  ffi^dayd^ 

in  no  part  of.  Eurgpe^  I.  apprehend,  have  the  customs 
and  manners^  the  lan^age^  the  dress >  and  the  mode  of 
livin^i  peculiar  to  a  country^  been  kept  so  pure^  for  so 
grilCt  "a^fiKlAb^  dfjeAh^  ^  atabtig  the  leitahden.  '«^Vl 
Tiaati  >t*fii|idre  '*  (laylB  Ittisgvm  ^ilonas)  ^  oiMa  animiii 
Chrifti  IW,  MM-omxDpi^t^tvm^jfvtc  i^gulmtKii  i^pud  G^« 
manos  usus«  (unde  quivb  de  orbe  magis  Arctoo  judi- 
cium faciat^)  ita  neque  postea  apud  Islandos;    sed  do- 
miifl  snfe  rl%no '<4t iiciiiite  €bB8laiiebanl>'>0fidf6:qHMBiii 
niitimommtamieaj^me  ktffecWm  niwijiwii  >  ^pneielai  attot- 
fl0fa>ceiq^te>(ali0a'«ttO'nifiB;  aoqlite fWDcmi— pto adhi»^ 
bito>  -ficfaaik^  ifacM  postea  infeerim,  '<^re  'Ooassaplo^  tit! 
ctt 'oonlignationem  iptetiij  codvcstielxint  5  rpi0ttcipiie;in 
notabilknriita«iMifictis,    Atqigiemab  lectusB  cam'-pbrieti* 
b—  "»ittte '  mrtiiftnim  ^waJuna^^  -^gsmiincvMdl  oKtevitM 
ftfoluiiiis  enfaidrtitej  '(jsmfkam  nantiqw  vivtoikxla  teotte 
et  t-^rietibus  dtit^lige^)  t^mpiciiadnm  tekt^    Jb  ttsto' 
fimctoeiiebimt^  faro'ia  pcoiete; "et teoto quidchaaniiAtv. 
arduo^  cujusikiodi  faisse  fBrtiir.i^d  OHentales  iteeto- 
riitn  'coiiiititiitib.    «Iigm^  incolls  'suppetdbant,  Bd  lkti» 
imrliftttditfam^aJlaWlnieejeBita;  vafrAado  piteanitioftit 
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its '  walls  and  rook  aie .  composed  enttreljr. 
oi  Mit^  though  so  neatly  cuty  and  so  wdl 
jouaedy  as  to  present  a  perfectly  smooth  and 
even  surface.  The  doors  are  ornamented 
with  carved  lines,  and  painted  green,  Ther 
windows,  of  which  there  is  a  double  row. 

'  at*  ^ 

are  well  made,  and  glazed,  and  are  not  in 
the  roof  of  the  building,  as  in  most  other. 
Icelandic  houses,  bat  in  the  wall:  There  are 
several  out-houses  for  cattle,  for  provisions, 
implements  of  husbandry,  drying  fish,  &c., 
all  which  stand  apart  from  the  dwelling- 
house,  and  are  built  with  equal  neatness, 
and  wholly  of  turf,  except  the  fisb^house, 
which  is  of  wood,  fonned  in  such  a  manner. 


dinasB  testhnonio;  cum  vybrm  dpmestictt^  Estate  tan- ' 
ttuii^  nt  edstimoi  le^ees>  vastk  gdificiw  '  non  siilB*.' 
oerentr  qmob  tamen  etiam  magno  foeie  tiubsidio,  cunr 
his  qom  iiioolfle>  quoties  voleb«it«  ex  vkina  Norin^a^  et 
fortane  etiam  Grdnlandia^  petebant:  utroque  enia» 
navigationes  amiuas  longo  tempore  Island!  habiiere. 
Villahmi  itaque  domus  in  sno  fiindo  quUlbet  contigaM 
fere  habebat:  pneter  annentonim  stabula,  tdtqnanto^ 
intervallo  ac  ipsis  penatibus  plenimque  sita :  item  ^i- 
aria  qassdam,  non  prorsus  contigua,  ad  ignis  petictilum 
vitandum:  fortasse  etiam  penuaiia  qusedam  quae  soli- 
taria  aonun  et  skcante*  veiitos  melius  hnlnberent. 
De  regno  Danue  et  Nervegkt  Traciaiw,  |}.-411— 413 


M. 


Ikttfc  s  ttee^  pAtiage  is  ^teft  to  the  air  at  the 
same  tioie  that  the  imdde  is  protected  from 
tile  rain.  At  no  great  distance^  aliso^  stands 
l!be  ohurdi^  a  small  and  ndat>  ''thottgh  an^ 
dent^  Jedi&oet  and  not  far  from  this  clusteir 
of  buddings  rises  the  steep  and  rocky  front 
c£  Akn^rSsly  forming  a  singular  contrast 
Wit|i  the  green  plain  of  Inderholme^ 

Wednesday,  ItHmediately  after  breakfast  the 
A»«^*  ?•  £tatsfoed^  his  son  a  young  man  of 
eighteen  y«a»  of  age,  and  myself,  set  otf 
foft 'H^mn&te^  ^bont  twenty  miles  distance^ 
th^  residence  of  the  Amptman  Stephenson^ 
brother  to  the  Chief  Justice^  our  intention 
being  thence  to  continue  our  journey  to  the 
hot^^prings  of  Snorralaug,  and  other  remark- 
able places  in  the  vicinity.  This  excursion 
vrns  rendered  highly  interesting  by  my  hav- 
ing such  agreeable  companions^  and.I.Ipoked 
,for>irard  with  gr^t  cppft^^nce  \o  defiyfflg 
from  it  no  small  information^  as  well  irodoi 
Ikie  ability  of  my  host  to  com^erse  with  me 
in  English^  as  from  his  perfecjt  knowledge  of 
the  country,  apd  particularly  his  intimate 
^qi)gixitepce  ,witb.its  hisfmy,  in.which  he^is, 
perfaaps^auperior  to  any  otiber  person.    Our 

VOL.  I.  u 
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mode  of  travelling  here  was  new  to  me,  and 
not  a  little  troublesome.  Being  about  to 
visit  at  the  houses  of  persons  where  the  ac- 
commodation was  good,  I  had  sent  Jacob 
and  my  guide  with  the  horses  and  tents 
back  to  Reikevig,  intending  to  return  thither 
myself  by  water;  and  we  all  rode  the  Etats* 
roed's  horses,  taking  with  us  a  supply  of 
fresh  ones  to  relieve  those  that  carried  us  the 
first  part  of  our  journey.  These,  instead  of 
being  led,  were  driven  before^  without  even 
the  precaution  of  fastening  them  together;  a 
practice  to  which  some  of  them  that  were 
young  and  full  of  spirit  did  not  easily  sub- 
mit; for  they  frequently  strayed  away  from 
our  proposed  course,  and  gave  the  Etatsroed*s 
son^  Mr.  Olav  Stephensen  *,  an  infinity  of 

*  In  naming  his  children,  the  Stiftsamptmanj  as  well 
as  his  sons,  have  abolished  the  custom,  which  is  other* 
wise,  I  believe,  very  general  ia  Iceland,  of  calling  the 
child  after  the  chrbtian  name  of  the  fiither,  with  the 
addition  of  sen  or  son,  td  it)  thus,  the  son  of  the 
Etatsroed,  Magnu$  Stepkemem,  ought,,  by  this  rule,  to 
have  been  Magntuen,  to  which  any  christian  name 
might  be  subjoined.  If  it  had  been  Olav  Magnusen,  his 
son  would  bear  the  name  of  Qlavsen,  or  rather  Olafsen, 
as  I  believe  it  is  generally  written.  The  females  have 
the  addition  of  datter  to  the  'cbri3tiaa  name  oft  the 
father. 
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trouble  in  pursuing  them  and  compelling 
them  to  return  into  our  track;  in  doing 
which,  he  displayed  a  dexterity  and  fearless- 
ness in  riding  that  really  astonished  me, 
galloping  in  the  most  furious  manner  over 
the  loose  fragments  of  rock.  To  add  to  his 
fatigue,  it  not  uncommonly  happened  that, 
when  he  returned  to  us  after  having  recover- 
ed the  horses  that  had  gone  astray  in  one 
direction,  he  found  those  which  he  had  left 
behind  him,  and  apparently  disposed  to  be 
quiet,  already  run  oflf  in  some  different 
course^  so  that  he  had  a  most  tiresome  jour- 
ney. The  country  over  which  we  passed, 
after  winding  round  the  foot  of  Akra-fiel  * 
and  reaching  its  opposite  side,  was  altogether 

.  *  Akra,  the  name  of  a  parish,  means  corn-field,  as 
the  Etatsroed  observed  tome;  dnd  he  considered  the 
api^cation  of  this  word  to  a  j^ce  in  Borgafiord,  as  a 
strong  ailment  in  fovor  of  the  former  cultivation  of 
com  in  that  quarter  of  the  island.  From  their  vicinity 
to  Akra>  are  also  derived  fhe  appellation  of  the  mountain 
Akn^fiet>  and  of  the  promontory  Akra-ness,  and>  indeed^ 
we  learn  from  the  Landnama  and  Eigil'Sagas  that  Skala- 
grim>  in  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century^  cultivated 
grain  in  the  southern  part  of  Myrar,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  river  Hvitaa.  On  the  subject  of  the  cultivation 
of  corn,  it  is  observed  in  the  Voyage  en  blande,  *'  La 


flat  and  marshy^  though  many  lofty  Moun- 
tains were  in  sight.  In  such  a  place  vegesta*- 
tion  was  of  course  more  abundant  thaa 
among  the  rocky  and  hilly  tracts;    houses 

BQ^tairie  de  Reykkolt  est  le  8eiil  endroit  dans  rinterieur 
du  Breedefiord>  dont  Tauteur  du  Sturltmga-Saga  (1  B, 
cap,  13.)  parle  aussi  avantageusement>  en  disant  que 
1^  semailles  r^ussisBaient  toujours,  et  que  Foh  poavait 
en  tout  temps  se  procurer  des  ibrines  fraiehes  d6nt  ks 
babitans  se  faisaient  an  r^al.  Get  historien  ne  Gace  pas 
prdcis^ment  le  lieu  oil  se  fiusaient  ces  ensemen^iges^ 
niais  il  parait  que  c*etait  pr^s  de  la  metairie  oti  le- 
terrain  conservait  touJQqrs  beaucoup  de  chaleur  par 
rapport  aux  feux  soiiterrains,  puidqu'il  existe  ici  des 
sourcte  chaudes  M  d^  veines  d*eau  de  tti^me  nature^ 
ctont  les  vapeurs  eommuniqbeht  en  ii6  aux  plaatea  une 
Humidity  fertilisante^  et  les  g;arantisBent  en  hiver  du 
ftoid.**  {t  ii.  p.  83 — 84.)— If  such  were  really  to  be 
the  effect  arising  from  the  vicinity  of  hot-springs^ 
dther  the  quantity  of  com  cultivated  mmst  have  been 
rety  small>  or  the  boOing  fountains  Extremely  num^ 
rousk  But,  as  the  historian  has  not  informed  us' that 
this  was  the  reason  of  the  cultivation  of  com  having 
beto  att^Qided  with  success  in  his  days>  it  may  dot  un^ 
justly  be  doubted,  whether  the  circustttanee  is  aserib*- 
able  to  such  a  cause :  for  of  moisture  there  certaiiily 
seems  to  be  no  want  in  Icdaad,  and  the  sudden  vidssi^ 
tudes  fKAn  heat  to  cold,  which  woiild  necessarily  ariie 
from  a  variation  in  the  wind,  must,  undoubtedly,  be 
prejudicial  to  plants,  which  are  not  capable  of  bearfakg 
the  extremes  of  either    With  regard  to  some  6f  the 
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also  nmte  znore  frequent  tisan  I  had  else^ 
where  seen^  and  (he  whole  district  wore  an 
aspect  of  comfort  that  sfeemed  to  bespeak  a 
greater  degree  of  wealth  than  is  to  be  met 
with  in  any  other  part  of  the  ijsland.  On  our 
left  was  a  bay^  or  rather  arm  of  the  sea^ 
^led  Borgar-ik>rd^  from  which  the  neigh- 
boring coQntry  takes  its  name.  At  Leera^ 
we  stopped  at  an  excellent  hoi^se,  belonging 
to  a  Sysselman,  who  had  married  a  sister  of 


native  vegetables^  indeed,  a  situation  like  this  is  not 
inimical  to  thdr  existence,  but  even  appears  to  bring 
ctrtain  species  to  a  greater  stiUe  of  perfection,  whilst 
0|Qiei9  are  materially  iuijured  by  it.  Of  such  plants  J[ 
endeavored  to  make  out  a  list^  but  I  can  at  this  time,, 
only  call  to  mind,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  some  of 
the  class  Crypiogamia,  which  I  was  particular  in  ex- 
amining on  the  spot,  and  which  I  have  already  taken 
notice  of  io  two  or  three  plac^.  It  may  fate  observed, 
that  a  higher  degree  of  .temperature  iii  the  air  extends 
but  a  very  few  yards  at  any  time,  in  consequence  of  the 
'steam,  and  when  this  latter' ascends  perpendicularly, 
the  ground  receives  none  of  its  influence.  But  how 
pernicious  must  be  the  effeet  of  a  westerly  breeze, 
wafting  tjie  heated  vapor  uppn  the  young  an4  ten^r 
plant,  when  followed,  as  is  often  the  case,  almost  ijn* 
mediately,  by  a  wind  from  the.  east,  that  drives  the 
steam  in  another  direction,  and  chills  with  frost  what 
had  been  the  day  before  exposed  to  so  much  heat ! 


»• 
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the  Etatsroed^  and  who  would  not  saSer  ns 
to  depart  withont  setting  before  us  some 
cofl^^  roast  mutton^  rum^  and  claret^  and 
forcing  us  to  partake  of  his  hospitality ;  nei- 
ther  could  we  prevent  him  from  accompany- 
ing us  on  our  way  till  we  had  reached  a 
difficult  pass  upon  a  mountain^  through 
which  he  observed  that  the  Etatsroed^  how- 
ever well  acquainted  with  the  country  in 
general^  would  not  prove  a  sufficient  guide. 
As  we  went  along,  we  observed  not  far  from 
the  road  a  small  turf  building,  which  we 
found  on  inquiry  to  be  a  printing-office,  and 
at  this  time  the  only  one  in  the  island.  Its 
distance  from  Reikevig  must  necessarily  be 
a  source  of  grpat  inconvenience,  and  cause 
considerable  delay  in  the  issuing  of  procla- 
mations and  other  matters  relative  to  govern-- 
ment,  to  which,  indeed,  may  be  attributed 
in  some  measure  the  misunderstanding  be- 
tween Count  Tramp  and  Mr,  Phelps ;  the 
former  of  whom  made  this  a  plea  for  the  not 
having  published  earlier  the  convention  that 
he  had  entered  into  with  the  captain  of  the 
Rover  sloop  of  war.  For  other  purposes  it 
may  serve  well  enough,  and  its  vicinity  to 
the  Etatsroed,  who  furnishes  it  with  more 


empfoyment  than  any  other  person,  is  of 
eo08iderable  convenience  to  him,  as  well  as^ 
of  no  small  advantage  to  the  proprietor.    We 
now  approached  the  mountain  Skardsheidi, 
which  we  had  to  cross  in  our  way  to  Hva- 
more,  bat  we  previously  touched  upon  the 
hsorders   of  some   brush^wood^  which  here 
bears  the  name  of  a  forest,  and  is  considered 
the  finest  in  the  island.     To  have  entered 
into  the  wood  would  have  led  us  too  much 
out  of  our  intended  course,  so  that  I  was 
prevented  from  judging  either  of  the  size 
of  the  largest  birches,  of  which  it.  w^a  com- 
posed, or  of  its  rank  in  the  scale  of  Ice- 
landic forests.      Of  such  trees^   **  if  ^  trees 
they  may  be  called,  which  trees  are  none," 
as  we  passed  on  the  outskirts^  the  tallest  did 
not  eiiceed  three  feet  or  four  at  the  utmost, 
and  would  scarcely  have  received  a  more  im- 
portant appellation  than  that  of  bushes  in 
other  countries.     The  sides  of  Skardsheidi 
are  in  many  places  extregiely  steep  and  bar- 
ren, and  its  base,  from  being  every  where, 
except  in  the  gullies,  wholly  environed  by  an 
immense  wall  formed  of  loose  pieces  of  rock 
that  have  fallen  from  the  cliffs  above,  is  thus 
rendered  no  less  impassable  than  the  parts 


which  are  naturally  more  perpeadiddftr. 
We  ascended  through  a  hollow  in  one  side 
of  the  mountain^  where  die  appearance  cf 
vegetation^  scanty  and  miserable  as  it  was^ 
induced  us  to  alight  from  our  horses  and 
give  up  a  little  time  to  botanizing*  I  do 
not  recollect  that  any  partioulariy  rare  planti 
rewarded  our  researches  in  this  spot^  but  t 
well  remember  how  much  I  was  surprkied 
at  the  extent  of  the  Etatsroed's  botanidi 
acquirements,  and  especially  at  the  readi* 
liess  and  correctness  with  which  he  called 
inost  of  the  plants  by  their  Linnsan  nameli. 
This  astonished  me  the  mbre  as  his  only  ttid 
has  been  a  few  bodks,  the  principal  of  whili^ 
is  Lighifoofs  Flora  Scotica,  and  even  th^se 
he  has  been  condemned  to  study  by  hims(elf; 
there  being  no  individual  attached  to  sinrilat* 
pursuits  in  the  whole  island.  He  c^onse- 
quently  expressed  great  pleastife  at  being 
now  in  company  with  a  person  who  had 
made  botany  one  of  the  chief  objects  6f  his 
attention,  and  he  spared  no  pains  in  collect- 
ing with  his  own  hands  and  in  directing 
his  son  to  collect  such  specimenii  as  I  most 
wished  to  possess.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  we  left  behind  us  all  traces  df 


ffOftCAIMAD. 


397 


vegetation^  atid  climbed  t^e  itee])er  and  per^ 
fecAy  bai*reh  tides  of  tfie  moimtaiti^  wimre 
we  obierved  nothing  remarkiibie^  tilt  trci 
cAtate  to  the  diffieitlt  passitge  throc^h  whieH^ 
tlMB  SyMsktittn  had  voliinteered  to  oonduist 
us«  This  -WM  a  Bort  of  dlasfn,  where  H^ 
qitaiitity  of  loobe  stoties  atid  deootnpo^d 
poek,  that  had  been  washed  dbwn  b^  the 
imtns^  a£S)rded  a  tugged  pathway  overhangs, 
ing  a  precipice  on  our  rights  bo  narrow  Mr 
scarcely  to  leave  room  fbr  our  horses  to  9^ 
one  foot  before  the  other.  We  crossed  it, 
however^  in  safety^  and  took  leave  of  our 
kind  iriend^  who  retinned  to  Le^ra.  The 
h%her  we  ascended  the  vMte  severe  was  ^die 
cold ;  and  a  stOrm  of  snbw^  which  we  bad 
watched  for  Bonie  time  above  us  spending 
its  rage  against  the  upper  part  of  the  moun- 
tain, now  assailed  us,  and  made  us  feel  still 
more  sensibly  the  diflerence  between  the 
month  of  August  in  Iceland  and  in  England/ 
When  we  had  reached  the  highest  summit, 
over  which  we  had  to  pass,  a  still  loftier  one, 
called  Honn,  of  a  most  extraordinary  shape, 
presented  itself  to  our  view.  Its  figure,  from 
the  direction  in  which  we  saw  it,  was  almost 
a  perfect  pyramid,  of  a  most  gigantic  size ; 
but  what  rendered  it  still  more  singular  was 
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&e  horizontal  stratification,  that  exactly  r&> 
stabled  a  fli^t  of  steps,  each  Btratmn  pro- 
jecting b^ond  the  one  above  it,  and  gra- 
dually decreasing  in  width  to  the  pointed 
extremi^.  Uptm  the  upper  suHace  of  all 
the  lower  strata  lay  a  covering  of  snow, 
whilst  tbeir  naked'  perpendicular  sides  pre- 
sented so  many  black  intervening  lines: 
the  peak  itself  was  entirely  enveloped  in 
snow.  So  strong  an  impression  has  this 
scene  left  on  my  mind,  that  I  venture  to 
lay  before  my  readers  the  subjoined  sketch, 
made  firom  recollection,  trusting  it  will  en- 
able them,  better  than  can  be  done  by  a 
description,  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  a  place, 
where  the  excessive  severity  of  (he  atmo- 
sphere prevented  my  making  a  drawing  on 
the  spot. 
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The  ground  upon  whieh  we  now  rode  was  -. 
so  firm  and  unbroken  that,  having  mounted 
fresh  horses,  we  galloped  for  a  mile  or  more 
on  solid  rock,  till  the  descent  became  so 
steep  as  to  require  more  caution  in  our  pro- 
ceedings.   On  descending  somewhat  lower, 
we  emerged  from  the  clouds  into   a  clear 
atmosphere,  and  had  a  most  extensive  pros- 
pect of  rivers,  morasses,  mountains,  and  lofty 
J5kuls ;  among  the  latter  of  which  those  of 
Geitland  made  a  most  conspicuous  figure  at 
no  great  distance  from  us,  shooting  their 
pointed  summits,  capped  with  eternal  snow, 
through  the  thick  clouds  that  partly  eh«- 
veloped  their   sides.    The  mountain,  also, 
called  Boula,    from  its  great   height  and 
conical  figure,  formed  a  prominent  feature 
in  the  scene:   it  is  likewise  deserving  of 
notice  on  account  of  the  vulgar  idea,  that 
there  is  on  its  summit  (which,  by  the  bye, 
has  proved  inaccessible  to  all  who  have  at- 
tempted to  reach  it)  an  entrance  to  a  rich 
and  beautiful  country ;  a  country  constantly 
green,  and  abounding  in  trees,  inhabited  by 
a  dwarfish  race  of  men,  whose  sole  employ- 
ment  is   the  care   of  their  fine  flocks   of 
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Ae&p*.  The  Eti^sraed  paiticQlarly  di- 
rected my  attention  tb  four  rivers  ^fldwing' 
thraagh  the  centre  of  as  manjr  vaHies^  each 
exactly  parallel  to  the  other^  over  the  whole 


*  I  think  I  heard  of  one  or  two  other  Icelandic 
mountains,  concerning*  which  the  natives  entertain 
similar  notions;  but  I  was  not  aware  that  Gntlaiid 
Jdkul  was  believed  to  contain  such  jregions  oi  pleaaufe 
and  happiness,  till  I  observed  it  remarked  in  the  Voiyci^ 
en  hlande,  where,  at  page  168  of  vol.  1,  it  is  said,  '^I^es 
Islandais  croyent  g^n^ralement,  d*apr^  d*anciens  r^cits 
ikbukax,  qu'il  existe  au  milieu  du  Geitland  une  pro« 
flqade  vall^^troie  de  sn^ierbes  prsdries,  et  Yah^tie  par 
ui^  petite  peuplade  inponnve.  Cos  habitaps  viveat  .de 
leurs  troupeaux^  et  sont,  a  ce  qu*ils  disent,  des  desoen- 
dans  de  brigands  et  de  g^ans :  ils  les  nommejit  lkpgu> 
mon  dans  la  Gamla'Saga,  ce  qui  signifie  homme  de 
bois.  Cette  foble  tire  son  origine  de  leur  GreUis-Saga 
(chap.  60),  oil  U  est  dit  que  Grettis  habitrnt  en  hmr.oe 
valloa.  jQu'k  cette  m^pie  ^poque,  c*e&t-f-dire  vers  Tan 
1026,  il  y  demeurait  un  P&tre  nomm^  Thorir,  qui  avait 
deux  filles,  avec  lesquelles  Grettis  fit  connaissance.  jQue 
ce  vallon  est  garni  de  bois  et  de  belles  prairies,  et  qu*il 
y  avait  de  superbes  moutons,  bien  nourris  et  de  la  grosse 
eqiece."  The  ideas  concerning  fiuries  afid  gkMit4»  wfi 
well  as  the  superstitious  notions  about  the  monsters  qf 
the  rivers  and  lakes  and  the  appearance  of  evil  spirits, 
are  principally  confined  to  the  lower  class  of  people, 
among  whom  they  are  very  prevalent.    On  this  suliject 
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of  which  our  superior  elevation  enabled  «» 
to  cast  a  bird'»eye  view^  though  the  ridgei 
of  fhou^teins  that  separated  them  imn  each 
other  trere  of  conddeimiUe  height  Theif' 
fertility  and  the  abundant  Mpply  of  satmon  ^ 


the  authors  of  the  above-mentioned  woi'k  have  made 
sdiiie  observations,  which,  though  they  may 'swell  the 
iMe  to  an  inooiit«iiieiit  length,  tBtppeAr  to  be  Kr<^  moHh 
tnmsOribing.  ''Ool  pourrait  ires*bien.  altriblier  VWAe 
qu'ils  se  font  de  fiBint6mes  et  d*esprits  malins  k  la  vie 
triste  qu*ils  m^nent  dsms  ces  contr€es  sombres  et 
d^sertes,  entironii6es  de  roehers,  de  vallons  obscurs  et 
de'^uiietl^tts,  puisque  c*est  Ik  que  dt  tOus' temps  on  a  eu 
la  folio  iraiigiiiatioii  de  croire  que  lea  spectieB  chois- 
sissaient  leurs  demeures.  Cest  au^i  dans  la  partie  s^ 
tentrionale  de  Tisle  qull  en  est  le  plus  question,  tandis 
que  l*on  n*en  entend  presque  pas  parler  vers  le  sud,  6^ 
lea  villages  solot  plus  rassembfdes,  et  oti  il  y  a  toujours- 
&6B  ^^kbffSts,  iQviittt  Us  navigat^ws  tfoA  jr  vfennent 
jiasser  1*^^  pour  le  covMnerce.  Ce  qui  {y^ote'eatore  k 
feufs  afifections  m^lancoliques,  ce  sont  les  hivers  qui  y 
sont  ti^-longs,  et  qui  les  tiennent  consequemmant 
kmg-temps  dans  nne  solitude  attristante;  en  second 
lieu,  la  peur  qu'on  leur  inspire  dans  le  bas  ^,  et<enfia 
kur  ^tat  actael  de  nris^ft  6t  de  psoivTet^  et  leur  taci'- 
tttrtil(£  qulii'est  €claitcie  par  Meun  amusement.' 


If 


*:  Grimsaa,  wUch  »  one  of  theae  rivers,  ist:oii;rii^red 
as  equal  to  any  stream  in  Iceland  fer  the  ^antky  of 
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afforded  by  the  rivers,  had  been  the  means 
of  inducing  many  natives  to  fiic  their  resi- 
dence in  them.  We  found  the  side  of  the 
mountain  by  virhich  we  descended  more 
thickly  strewed  with  stones  than  the  summit, 
and  we  observed  that  these  stones  contained 
a  great  quantity  of  a  white  or  greenish 
mineral  substance,  some  of  which  was  firmly 
imbedded  in  the  rock,  and  some  that  bad 
fallen  from  it  lay  dispersed  in  many  places 
upon  the  ground.  Of  both  we  gathered 
many  and  very  fine  specimens.  On  reaching 
the  morass  below,  we  were  at  no  great 
distance  from  Hvamdre,  the  house  of  die 
Amptman  Stephensen,  though,  before  we 
could  arrive  at  it,  we  had  to  cross  several 
rivers  and  a  very  unpleasant  country.  In 
our  way  we  passed  three  or  four  residences 
of  respectable  appearance,  the  owners  of 
which  seemed  to  possess  plenty  of  good 
coWs  and  sheep.     Hvamore  itself  was  easily 

salmoa  it  produces.  '^£n  automne>  Teaclroit  de  la 
riviere,  qui  est  &x€  comme  gu^able;  se  troute  qudque- 
fbts  si  plein  de  saumons>  que  les  chevaux  ont  de  la  peine 
h  paster,  et  ne  savent  oti  poaer  les  pifeds.**  Voyage  en 
hlande,  UmA.  p.  S04.   ' 
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distiDguisfaable  from  the  other  bmldings  *by 
its  superior  size  and  style  of  anchitecturei 
and  was  to  us  rendered  still  more  striking 
and  interesting  by  the  ntimerous  and  happy 
groupe  of  its  inhabitants  who  came  out  to 
welcome  us  to  their  home.  Besides  oiir 
host,  our  hostess,  and  their  servants,  nine  of 
the  handsomest  children  that  I  ever  saw  in 
the  island  were  present.  All  these  were  the 
Amptman^s,  and  as  I  happen  to  have  a  list 
of  the  whole  of  this  family  written  down  in 
my  pocket-book  by  the  Etatsroed,  it  may 
be  inserted  as  a  specimen  of  the  christian 
names  that  are  made  use  of  in  Iceland: 

Stephen  Stephensen,  Amptman   of  the* 

Western  Quarter  of  the  Island. 
Gudrun  Stephei»en,  his  wife. 
Sigrid  Stephensen,  his  daughter* 
Olav  Stephensen, 
Magnus, 

Peter,  \   Sons. 

Johannes, 
Stephen, 
Helene, 

Ragneidur,  J.     Daughters. 

Martha^ 


\ 
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Tbe  curtomaiy  Icelandic  cet^mony  of  MA* 
luting  each  individual^  not  even  eadttding 
Ibe  servants^  was  hece  a  matter  of  some  time, 
but  this  being  at  length  gone  thtough,  we 
entered  the  house,  and,  after  a  few  cups  of 
cofiee,  soon  found  ourselves   seated  befove 
a  dinner  of  roasted  meat,  sago^jeUy,  and 
waflels.      The    country    roaad    Hvamdre^ 
which  is  fiat   and   swampy,   produces  biit 
little  that  is  interesting  t6  the  botanist.    A 
CareXy  however,  which  grows  here  in   the 
greatest  profusion,  deserves  particular  notice^ 
on  account  of  its  utility  to  the  Icelandie 
farmer.     During  the  course  of  our  ride  in 
the  morning,  the  Etatsroed  had  pointed  out 
the  foliage  of  the  plant  in  inany  places,  and 
assured  me  that  it  was  found  the.  most  useful 
of  all  the  indig^ious  gramineous  tribe;  foi" 
that  it  made  excellent  hay,  and  the  sheep 
and  cows  afforded  a  more  copious  supply 
of  milk  from  being  fed  in  pastures  where  it 
was  abundant  At  Hvamore,  acres  of  ground 
were  uninterruptedly  covered  with  it,  and  I 
was  here  enabled  to  collect  many  specimens 
in  flower,  and  to  satisfy  myself  that  it  was 
a  species  with  which  I  was  unacquaiated, 
though  approaching  very  nearly  in  i  habit  to 
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C.  sttkkt^  from  w^ch  it  differs  eise»tiidi{)r. 
in  being  much  smaller  in  all  its  parts^  and 
in  ha'dng  the  spikes  remarkably  drooping. 
1  had  befooe  observed. the  same  plant  near 
Reikevig^  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  SkaU 
holt^  but  in  neither  of  these  places  did  it 
flourish  so  luxuriantly  or  abound  so  much  as 
here^  where/ as  just  mentioned,  the  pastures 
were  alaK>8t  entirely  composed  of  it,  and 
a  number  of  people  were  now  employed 
in  cutting  it,  and  converting  it  into  :hay. 
Another  meal  nearly  similar  to  the  preceding 
ones  concluded  the  feasting  of  the  day:  a 
thing  that  would  scarcely  deserve  to  be 
noticed,  but  for  the  sake  of  observing  that 
it.  was  the  fourth  time  in  the  course  of  the 
twelve  hours  that  I  sat  down  to  a  hot  roasted 
joint  of  meat:  first,  when  we  breakfasted  at 
Inderholme,  then  at  the  Sysselman's  house 
at  Leera,  and  now  twice  at  Hvamore.  Each 
repast,  too,  was  preceded  by  a  glass  of  rum, 
aiid  concluded  by  coffee  and  chocolate,  as 
well  as  often  by  tea. 

Thuisday,         After  breakiast,  the  Amptman 
Augusta,      ^^j  jIj^  Etatsroed,  with  their  two 

sons  imd  myself^  set  out  for  Reykholt,  taking 

VOL.  I  X 


300  UnrKfiOLT* 

wylh  w,  M  on  die  day  b^re^  ilopies  to  re^ 
liew  tho&e  which  we  first  rode.  Theie 
aQimals  were  evea  more  spirited  |f^  more 
disposed  tq  ramble  than  those  we  took  from 
Inderholmoi  and  gpve  for  some  t^ime  saf« 
ficient  employment  to  the  youi^  Stephen^ 
sens;  but  after  we  had  advanced  a  few  mDes 
they  bepame  more  tractable,  and  snfiered  us^ 
when  we  reached  a  firm  and  level  country  of 
barren  and  broken  rock,  to  tpravel  with  little 
interruption  a^t  a  very  quick  pi^ce.  The  first 
qbject  worthy  ^f  notice  which  we  passed 
was  an  extensiye  fresh-water  lake,  in  the 
centre  of.  which  is  a  small  grassy  islandj,  and 
on  th^,  as  the  Etatsroed  informed  me>  grows 
a  Scotch  fir  (Pinus  s^bestris),  diminutive 
indeed  in  size,  but  the  only  one  that  was 
ever  seen  in  Iceland.  There  was  no  boat  on, 
the  water,  by  means  of  which  I  might  my- 
self have  ascertained  this  &ct,  and.  the  dis- 
tance from  the  shore  was  too  great,  for  ^e 
to  be  positive  how  far  a  small  dark  spot 
which  I  could  discern  was  really  the  fir  in 
question,  or,  indeed,  a  tree  of  any  kind. 
Some  futjure  naturalist  may,  perhaps,  have 
the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  little  island, 
and  learning  the  truth  of  a  stc^iy^  whidbl 


beKe^  the  Etitsroed  only  kxsew  from  th« 
pephitt  of  the  nativies^  who  are  said  to  have 
yiNMrked  the  tree  for  very  many  yeanr. 
Not  &r  from  this  lake  we  passed  a  lai^ 
lieap  id  stones^  much  resembling  a  Scotch 
cairn,  eoncmifiing  which,  Icelandic  history  il 
cifent,  but  <radition  relates  that  it  covers  the 
vepnains  6f  soine  unknown  ancient  warrior. 
Our  oouk*se  was  nearly  north-east,  and  some- 
times dose  by  the  banks  of  the  broad  river 
Hvitaa  *  which,  taking  its  rise  from  Fiske- 
Vatn^^empties  itself  into  Borgafiord.  In  our 
wliy  we  ^lled  at  the  house  of  a  peasant,  a 
skilful  workman  in  wood  and  silver^  of  whom 
I  wiidied  to  procure  some  snuff-boxes  made 
of  the  tooth  of  the  ff^alrus,  called  by  the 
Icelanders  Rostungr  (Ttichecus  Rosmarus 
Linn.),  an  animal  that  is  not  unfrequently 
cast  on  shore  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
island,  where  the  teeth,  (on  account  of  their 
beauty  and  whiteness,  in  which  circum- 
stances they  are  quite  equal  to  the  best  ivory) 
are  eagerly  sought  after  and  collected,  for  the 

'  *  This  xniist  not  be  confounded  with  the  stream 
which  bears  the  same  name^  and  runs  near  the  Geysers 
fh>m  the  tikfi  Hvitaapvatn. 


parpose  of  b^og  6onv«rted  tato  qnufiaboMoA 
These  are  pretdty  (M-napi^ted  witih  irnkwr, 
variously  dvposed'in  ffllag^ree  work^ /itnd  «i« 
used  by  peoplecf  rank,  particulatlyibyidit 
ladies.  Of  silch  sDuff-boxes  thfi:C(Hitentis  az* 
inhaled'  in  tlie  same  Way',. as  d  thoserfickticed 
in  the, early, part Iftfiitftis 
i  journal ;  but,  as  th^n&ap* 
difierent,  and-ItivaS'Sd 
[  fortunate  as  to  p]<eaieve)(to* 
[  gether  with  my  Icebodli 
drees)  one  of  than  .whi^ 
was  ^ven.me  by  the/£tatsr 
roed's  lady,  1  have.thgt^it 
itdeservingofbeing.BgUred. 
After  crossing  the  foui<-pB- 
rallel  rivers,  of  which  W« 
had.  30.  fine  a  prospect  (Mk 
ouf  descent  frpm  Skardr 
sheidi,  we  :entcr«d  Rsyt- 
holts-dalr,  or  thft  vale  of 
smoke;  a  name  the  plac? 
well  deserves  from  the  nqmber  of  colurnn* 
of  steam  that  are  to  be  seen  rising  on  both 
sides  of  the  Reykiadals-aa  *.     Just  at  the 


*  The  river  of  the  ndiing-vallflf .  ' 


mUtH.Jof  this  Vidief  we;  stopped  to  rest 
onrbHses^  near  ahiU  from  which  five. or  six 
fountains  were  gushing  forth,  and  forming 
Bi'-numbi^  of  stteatnlcfts  liiat  poured  dbwn 
along  every  side  of  the  eminence.  These  I 
had  already  crossed  with  the  help  of  a  stout 
pair  of  shoes,  and  was  standing  by  one  of 
the  apertures,  when  a  little  English  dog, 
that  had  accompanied  me  on  this  excursion, 
came  running  towards  me  through  the  scald- 
ing fluid,  unconscious  of  the  heat  of  the 
Ulster;  His  howling  soon  made  known  the 
pcdn  the  poor  animal  sufiS^red,  and  so  alarmed 
was  he  ever  after  at  the  sight  of  water,  that 
it  was  with .  the  greatest  difiiculty  he  could 
be  induced  to  cross  a  cold  river,  nor  would 
he  do  it  till  we  had  gone  so  far  that  he  was 
fearful  of  being  lost;  so  that,  for  some  time 
subsequent  to  this  accident,  we  were  obliged 
to  carry  him  over  the  numerous  torrents  we 
hfid  to  pass.  From  these  springs,  which, 
ieem^  to  be  what  are  described  in  the  Vby^ 
age  en  Islande,  under  the  name  of  Tungu- 
hver  *,  we  passed  on  to  those  of  Aahver^ 

*  TVo  of  the  springs  of  Tungu-hver  have  been  as- 
'<*ertained  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie  to  throw  up  their 
waters  alternately  in  a  very  remarkable  manner.    Of 
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Ae  sifeiii^«i  ^  which  it  truly  reiMirltaUcy 
They  ianie  from  a  ioiid  rock  *9  asikfagleu» 

thb  pecidiarity  I  ww^  Igprnnt  myidd  i^  Pwrb>4F 
ynpn  my  firiendflj/who  conducted  me  there^  acquainted 
with  the  &ct.  I  must  refer  my  readers  for  a  very  in- 
teresting description  and  view  of  %\jaa  spot  to  the  pages 
of  the  gentleman  just  mentioned. 

I 

*  The  authors  of  the  Vbyfige  en  Ulofid^  msMi  tp 
consider  this  rqck  formed  by  a  depositioi^  from  the 
boiling  waters^  which^  perhaps^  may  be  the  cv\ae,  though 
the  color>  which^  when  I  saw  it>  was  ahnost  entirely  of  a 
FBddlflh  browner  does  not  exactly  accord  wilh  thielr  dl^ 
spriptiofi.  There  were,  indeed,  some  pfitcheft^jf  a  wbi^ 
sutfstance,  that  appear^  tp  me  tp  originate  in  a  kioilQ^ 
bolus,  thrown  out  by  the  water.  **  Aahver  est  la  seconde 
source  dont  on  ait  connoissance.  Sa  position  la  rend 
remarquable,  et  Ton  pent  dire  qt^'O  n*y  a  pas  sa  pa- 
veille  en  Islande,  attendu  qu'elle  eoul»  d^puis  lea  Thoh 
mes  de  Tungu,  an  milieu  du  Beikholtttiib  efi  pM»||t 
vers  Test.  Ia  force  incrustatiye  de  ses  ea.ux  a  fonn6 
pen  k  peu  \\n  rocher  qui  8*^l^ve  k  cioq  pieds  au-dessus 
de  la  riviere.  II  est  d*une  telle  blancheur,  que  Ton 
diniit  qu*on  I'a  endui  de  chaux;  ii  est  conatitu€  d*uiie 
W^f|^tio^  de  thennes,  qui  a  acquis  la*  solidity  de  k 
pierre.  On  remarque  dans  son  int^ieuri  d^  F^ti^ 
trousj  ou,  pour  mieux  dire,  des  petits  conduits  courb^ 
d*oti  jaiilisse^t  avec  murmure  les  eaux  bouillantes  qui 
partentde  son  fopd.  Les  bords  de  ces  trous  sout  colore 
9n  dehors  d'un  jaune  verd^itre,  ce  qui  prpTient  des^m? 
peura  siilphurmis^/'  t,  i.  p.  22Q. 
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ttmenMsr,  aboat  twenty  feet  in 
gttliAmg  insolaf^d  heMy  in  th^  middle  of 
a  Wide  and  cold  fltream^  above  the  level  ja€ 
which  it  ris^  to  tht  height  of  three  or  fodf 
feet.  On  the  summit  are  tWo  s^rtnres; 
each  of  them  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  half  in 
widthj  and  from  these  are  almost  incessantly 
spouting  little  jets  of  boiling  water,  whiehi 
tnekling  down  on  one  side  of  th6  rock,  unite 
with  the  cold  stream  below:  there,  beihg 
carried  along  by  the  velocity  of  the  current, 
they  form  a  line  of  heated  water,  the  extent 
of  which  may  readily  be  distinguished  by 
the  little  clouds  of  steam  whidh  are  continu-' 
ally  issuing  from  it  and  floating  upoii  its 
surface.  Neglecting  other  springs  of  less 
importance,  which,  as  we  journeyed  on,  were 
here  and  there  sending  up  their  oolumna  of 
vapor  on  each  side  of  us,  ^e  hastened  (6)r*^ 
ward  to  the  Snorralaug,  a  place  of  Ad  little 
celebrity  in  Icelandic  story,  as  having  been 
Snorro  Sturleson's  bath  at  Reykholt.  This  is 
otke  <3f  die  most  interesting  spots'  in  the 
country}  not  merely  on  account  of  its  tiM^ 
merous  hot-springs,  and  of  the  superior  fer^ 
tility  of  its  soil  over  that  of  most  other 
parts  of  the  island,  but  also  from  its  having 
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been- formerly  the  residence  of  4lie  great 
historian  *  of  the  north  ^^  from  whom  tile 
bath  derives  its  appellation.  It  was  here 
that,  in  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tuiy,  be  fixed  his  abode,  after  retiring  from 


*  There  is  &  short  account  of  this  celebrated  man  in 
Msdlefs  Inirpduction  ^  VHistoire  de  DanneniarCj  ^c.> 
aiid>  perhaps^  I  can<iot  do  better  thaa  extract  a  portkHi 
of  whs^t  is  there  said  concerning  him/  in  the  wo|!ds  of 
his  translator,  from  the  second  volume  of  the  ffarthern 
jintiquities,  pages  92  s^nd  23.  *'  The  famous  Snorro 
Sturleson  was  born  in  the  year  1179>  of  one  of  the  most 
illustrious  &milies  in  his  country^  where  he  twice  held 
the  d^nity  of  first  inagistrate,  having  been  the  supreme 
judge  of  Iceland  in  the  years  1915  and  1929.  He  w^a 
aba  employed  in  many  important  negociations  with  the 
Kings  of  Norway,  who  incessantly  strove  to  subdue  that 
island,  as  being  the  refuge  of  their  malcontent  subjeets. 
Snorro,  whose  genius  was  not  merely,  confined  to 
letters,,  met  at  last  witl^  a  very  violent  end.  |Ie  was 
assassinated  in  the  night  that  he  entered  into  his  sixty- 
second  year,  anno  1241,  by  a  faction  of  which  he  was 
the  avowed  enemy.  We  owe  all  that  is  rational,  certain, 
and  connected  in  the  ancient  history  of  these  vast  coun- 
tries, to  ids  writings,  and  especially  to  ids  Chrofmlogy 
of  ^Northern  Kings.  Tbcre  runs  throi^gh  this  whole 
work  so  much  clearness  and  order,  such  a  simplicity  of 
style,  such  an  air  of  truth,  and  so  much  good  sense,  as 
ought  to  rank  its  author  among  the  best  historians  of 
that  age  of  ignorance  and  bad  taste.     He  was  also  a 


RBXKHOia'.  9  IS 

tke  iitigues  of  his  public  duties,  tud  d^ 
¥oted  his  time  to  thejmprovemeBts^of.Ui^ 
farm  and  the  composition  of  his.  mam^rpttf 
workS)  as  .well  poeticsd  as  historical. . ,  Her? > 
too,  in  the  turbulency  of  those  barbarous 
ages, he  fell. a  victim  to  a  midnight  acii^ssipj 
and  here  he  was  buried  in  soma  jp^Vt^  ,^ 
it  is  believed,  of  the  present  chucc|iiyard^ 
Jthough,  the  pi^tor  assiired  i|ie,..tb^  precise 
iipot  is. not  known,  ikor  is  there. a^  vestige  of 
any  monument  to  lead  to  its  discovery.  'Th^ 
only  probable  conjecture  to  be  formed  is, 
that  he  lies  in  that  portion  of  the  ground 
.which  is  still  called  SturiUpga-R^it^F}  J>^ 
cause,  to  use  the  words  of  Ola^n  tod  Po^ 
velsen,  "c'est  \i  que  sont  enterf^.les  dif- 
fi^rensmembres  de  cette  famille  et  quelqiiesr 
uns  de  leurs  domestiques. ''  The  church;  of 
B^kholt  is  of  modern  date,  as  is  also  p^rt  of 
the  house  of  the  clergyman  which  H^i^i^^ 
it ;  but  some  ancient  rude  carvinj^  <^:  figures 
in  wood,  which  are  still  very  visible  upon 

ppetf  and  hU  vmes  were,  often  the  eqtert^imneot  of 
the  courts  to  which  he  was  sent.  It  was^  doubtless^  a 
love  for  this  art  which  suggested  to  him  the  design  of 
giving  a  new  Edda,  more  useful  to  the  young  poets 
Ihan  that  of  Saemund.  ** 


die  latter  wer  the  entnnce  of  the  dbor^  and 
other  appeannoei  of  antiqaily  about  it^  rta^* 
dcr  it  probable  that  a  portion  of  the  dwelUng 
haa  actaally  existed  from  the  days  of  the 
faiatorian*      Very  near  the  parsonage  is  a 
circular  grassy  mound  of  earth,  flat  on  the 
summit,  and  evidently,  to  judge  from  the 
^ound  Mused   by  stamping  with  the  foot, 
hoUov^  within;  but  what  this  formerly  was, 
or  to  what  tuie  it  eould  have  bete  applied, 
is  at  present    wbdly   unknown.     It  has 
hitherto  been  sufiered  to  remain  entire,  from 
some  supenAitious  notions  of  the  natires, 
who  eonoeive  that  it  was  probably  the  spot 
where  Sturieson   was  murdered,  and  that 
the  disturbing  of  it  would  also  disturb  the 
manes  of  their  learned  countryman.    It  is 
filr  from  unlikely  that  a  slight  tinge  of  this 
superstftidn  afiected  the  mind  of  the  late 
incumbent  of   the  living,    who    had  Just 
breathed  his  last  Wore  our  arrival;  since 
during  his  life  he  had  constantly  resisted  the 
entreaties  of  the    Etatsroed   to   have   the 
moui^  opened,  a  thing  that  his  less  scrupu- 
lous successor  promised  should  soon  be  done* 
At  the  distance  of  a  few  paces  from  this 
mound  is  the  Snorralaug,  a  perfectly  eircu^ 
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Iftr  apertam^  about  tmatf  feet  in  difoneter 
a»d  fimr  or  Bwe  feet  deep^  oot  m  the  side  of 
ft  Utesdl  hill,  and  widted  rcmnd  vnllh  sqaaw 
piteei  of  rotek,  not  joined  by  any  ct^ment^- 
but  nisatJy  placed  togsrtbdr,  so  an  to  pi»ent 
a  very  et m  sutfeee.  The.fldor  is  pAved  wids 
tb^  teme  materials^  and  about  a  foot  and;  9 
baUT  of  the  lower  part  of  the  wall  prqjeedi^ 
iato  it,  so  as  to  fbro^  a  be^cii  all  ftiiiltd, 
vhere  twenty  or  thirty  persons  tntfy,  with 
mixre  convenience  than  deanlimess,  batbe  at 
once.  The  boiling  fountain  in  the  immediate 
vieihity,  called  Skrtbbr*^  affords  at  aU  times 
an  abundant  su|q»ly  of  bdt  wafer  for  the  bath^ 
11^  whidn  it  is  oolivejred  through  IcHig 
wooden  troughs.  By  means  of  a  transveiM 
beiardy  moving  upon  a  piiF«^  the  traler  may 
be  directed  to  the  bath,  or  tis^ned  off  U 
another  course,  after  a  sufficient  quantity  has 
been  admitted ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
ducing  the  temperature  of  this  water  to  the 
wishes  of  the  persons  siboiit  tq  batboi  a  coid 


*  Near  the  souroe  of  this  spmog  aad  attsiehsd  to  tte 
kiside  of  the  wpodeo  troughs^  I  met  with  ituuiy  speen 
mens  of  4ntko(i0rog.  puncMuB,  trntUimg^  ia  a  y^ty 
geeU  degree  qI  heat 
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iBtranD,  from  an  adjomii^  spriog^  %v .  <t)^^ 
by  a  similai^  contriyaiice,  conveyed 'to^  th#* 
hatin,  as  often  as  is  desirable.  By  draDlf4ttg> 
a  plug  from  a  small  diagonal  opening  in-  tfc^ 
bottom  of  the  bath;  nelct  the  lowest  side  of 
tlie  hiU,. the  water^  after  being  used,  is'suf^ 
fesed  to  ran  off,  and  the  place  is  again  fit  for 
the  reception  of  otiber  visitors.  In  the  time 
of  iSnorro  Storleson,  no  doubt,  this  bath  was 
frequented  by  the  healthy  for  the  sake  of 
cleanliness  axid  luxury,  as  well  as  by  the 
sick,  for  the  cure  of  various  complaints ;  but 
now  it  is  scarcely  ever  used,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  washing  clothes  or  of  bend- 
ing wood  and  hoops  for  casks,  and  we  con- 
sequently found  it  in  a  most  filthy  condition. 
The  Sweating-house  '^,  as  it  is  called,  situated 
about  a  mile  from  this  bath^  is  another  plaM 


*  The  following  mode  of  beating  rooms  in  use 
among  the  Icelanders^  ^s  related  by  Arngrim  Jonas^  may 
w^  b^  considered  as  a  vapor-bathj  and  deserves  to  iie 
noticed  here.  Speaking  of , the  turf  for  burnings  Arn- 
grim Jonas  says>  "  jQuaoquam  igitur  judicarit  Plinius 
nnseras  gentes^  ijam  terram  suam  urerent :  nos  contra 
eo  nos  feliciores  ducimus;  Deique  beneficinm  hie  et 
slibi  agnosciaiiis,  quibus  femes  igniarius  et  cremandi 
materia  non  magno  constet ;    qua-  re  ad  frigoris  intern- 


ttiat  W9»  eimot^d  m  fono^lr  time^  for  p^imif 
afflktedViViih  ;  (i^ferent  di^ease^r  t^ut  now 
Mfires^  enerolyi  £br  dvyipghlfae!  clothesrof  % 
ne^hborkig  peasants  $  ^ll;  >[i3  a  dtaall  turf 
JbniMingieitect^.  over  a  subterraaeoufii  belling 
fftfjsto),  ^fhjf!h  ifi  oGfvered  wkb^o  thina  stm*- 
tum  of;,  state  that  th^vflry.  fae&t  .anaing-^oi 
kth  y^fy  ^o^ld^TBialey  And  foon  ibrows  iat9 
m  «9<ist  pijofuse  p§r»pini)^04Ei  any  p^r^Qwiho 
^iU  .b«  Uti  thetrouWe  .of,<;;fQef)iag  infi^^As 
1301:^9^:  roocD,  a^il  4fii,  Mpon  ih^\T  k^f^ 
and  ki»ee V  thcough  .a[  naitpw.  ,^nd  l^;,|KUt- 
sage^   about  five  or  six  yards   long.     The 

|>6rieB&  ntt^tiddiny  |irfiter  i^od  mutflaiiB  txAm,  ideote 
flumme  iriiligebaiit;  prsedk'titB  tiycuislibtid  temporibusi 
qt]^bu8'  hypocauBta  et  foriiaoei '  in  U8U»>  saxo  et'>  petns 
iiongd6tsi^,  per  quas  flamnMi  ft^tcrsruaiperet  ^  qam  quanir 
primum  igiiis  vi  penltus  e^seot^xci^iyctn;  cumqne' jam 
deftima£Met  hfpocaustuin»  IHgbla'icainlini  aans  oaiuleDt^ 
ibiis  aspetgehatur;  quo  pae|o  i^of  sese  per  utiivonain 
dofXMitii  eScfldter  dififiindere  fioiecf!  ^ui  sic  etiaih  pariotfe 
«t  tectb  ctespltitio  optinie  *conMrvsrttcr%  Memint.  ai»- 
tein>  me  balnea  publica  excalfadeadi  sioriiem  rationetti 
apud  extraneos  alicubi  observare.**— A  curious  account 
of  tys-maiiner  of  haMAgiekfAmaeen'  in  JeeM*s  3Va- 
UU,  ^hettt  it>U  said  that  the  natim  of  Finland  haveainail 
liouiei  buHe > on 'purpose  for thtt  bath,  and  Ibat  th^ 
remain  in  the  TapoiraliMr  half  aa  hour,  or  an  hour  in 
the  same  chamber,* heated*  to'  the  70th  or  76th  degr^ 
of  Celsius. 
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dMeeess  of  the  place,  the  hest^  and  the 
mell  of  die  dotfaes^  soon  indttoed  me  to 
retreat^  and^  baying  now  seen  what  was  moit 
worthy  of  attention  in  the  valley  of  smoht^i 
we  turned  towards  Hvam5re,  takii^,  bow« 
ever,  a  diflerent  route  from  that  by  whidh 
we  had  come  in  the  morning,  in  our  way, 
we  stopped  a  few  mtnates  at  the  house  of  a 
priest  of  the  nanle  of  Joneson,  where  I  waa 
i^reeably  surprised  at  the  sight  df  a  jar  of 
wat^r  filled  with  the  charming  flowers  (^ 
EpUobhim  fiigidum  ^f.  Ft.  Scand.  a  beau- 

*  One  would  suppose  that  the  quantity  of  steam 
ninst  be  greater  than,  it  really  is  for  it  to  prodiioe  an 
effect  which  is  mentipned  in  the  Vaifoge  en  hlcMdih 
^*  La  fdmee  et  les  vapeurs  continueUee  quis*efevent  danp 
rair>  OGcasionnent  beaueoup  de  pluies  dans  le  pays :  11 
en  tombe  wkstM  Mquemment  dans  les  plus  beaux  temps 
de  sokil,  mais  eUes ne durant  gn^res, parcequ'eUesne 
irienaelit  que  d*un  nuage  ^  8*est  ^kts6  avec  pr^pitar 
tion;  il  se  peat  n^anmoins  que  la  chi)ited*uiie  pareiUe 
napeur  de  nuagcs,  ne  provienne  que  de  la  l^gftrel6 
4e  rair.  *'    Urn.  i«  p.  237. 

t  Tfafa  |Aant does  aoit ahnqfs, asMr.  SaliabQiy seeqn 
to  lhink>  grow  in  maritime  situations.  Hie  ^p«^  wlisr^ 
I  met  with  these  specimens  was  at.  nome  cUMaace  from 
the  sea;  and  those  which  I  found  in  the  ohasm^  at  th^ 
IlKit  of  Skoal*a«fiel«  ooiddnot  be  less  than  ten  or  twdte 
miks  from  the  coast. 


tifiil  figure  of  which  has  hee&  ghreii  by 
Mr.  Salighmy  in  the  Paradwis  Lmdinenm 
under  the  name  of  Chamwaerium  hatimifQ^ 
limn.  Our  host  informed  us  he  had  found 
them,  on  the  side  of  Hvitaa,  and  I  ther^»« 
hastened  thither^  and  ipatfaered  a  numbar  of 
fine  specimens  of  this  splendid  plants  the 
most  striking  vegetable  production  of  Icch 
land.  I  had  previously  seen  it^  though  in  a 
less  forward  and  luxuciant  state.  During 
our  stay,  here^  some  people  who  had  been 
requested  by  the  Stiftsamptman  to  procure 
me  specimens  of  the  minerals  of  the  coun-* 
Uy>  brought  me  a  number  of  different  kind^ 
among  which  were  several  large  pieces  c^ 
Qhddian  and  some  fine  Zeolites^  luate  in 
the  evening,  after  a  most  interesting  ride 
through  a  comparatively  populous  and  fertile 
tract  of  country,  we  returned  to  ow  hospi^ 
table  abode  at  Hvamore^  where  we  rested,  m^d 
Friday,  wly  the  foUo^ng  morning  bade 
August  4.    fgye^eii  to  the  Amptman'siamily,  or 

rather  to  a  part  of  it;  for  he  himself  and  his 
eldest  son  had  oflfered  to  accompany  us  to 
Inderhfolme,  and  thence  to  Reikevig.  To 
vary  in  some  measure  our  ride^  and  give 
us .  an  opportunity  of  seeing  more  of  the 
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forest  at  the  fi>ot  of  Skardshmdi/ wd  pm^ 
poiied  goii^  round  the  base  of  the  moutitaia 
instead  of  crossing  it.  In  a  short  dme  we 
reached  the  shore  of  Boi^fiord^  and  con^ 
tiniied  upon  a  black  beach  of  deccnnposed 
rock^  as  fine  as  sand^  but  more  firm*  to  the 
hotses'  feet^  till^  finding  oarselves  in  a  Une 
with  the  wood^  we  turned  from  the  water*s 
side,  and,  without  much  difficulty,  pene- 
trated <  to  the  dentre  of  the  forest,  wb^re 
gipew  the  loftiest  of  the  trees  that  it  was 
composed  of,  some  of  which  were  certainly 
larger  than  I  had  expected  to  have  met  with. 
The  tallest,  or  I  am. much  mistaken,  were 
not  less  than  eleveta  or  twelveTeet  in  height,, 
and  measured  at  the  base  five  or  six  inches 
in  diameter.  In.  remembrance  of  the  spot, 
I  gathered  some  of  the  blossoms  of  the 
birch,  which  were  now  expanded,  and  dif- 
fused around  us  an  agreeable  fragrance  that 
I  never  thought  to  have  enjoyed  in  Iceland, 
while  under  our  feet  Festtica  vivipara  and 
other  grasses,  with  Silene  acaulis  and  abun- 
dance of  the  elegant  Bolypodium  Dryopteris 
formed  a  rich  carpet  that  almost  made  me 
forget  the  desart  scenery  which  was  oh  every 
side  of  us.     That  I  might  be  able  to  tell  my 
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friends  on  my  return  to  England  that  I  had 
eiiten  my  dinner  in  an  Icelandic  forest,  the 
Amptman  spread  a  cloth,  and  produced  some- 
rum  and  provisions  that  he  had  brought  with 
him  for  the  purpose,  of  which  we  partook, 
protected  by  the  shade  of  the  birch-trees 
from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  though  not  from 
any  heat  which  these  rays  would  have  af- 
forded; for  the  cold  was  still  very  severe, 
and  it  was  but  a  short  time  after  our  sylvan 
repast,  before  we  had  to  ride  a  considerable 
length  of  way  in  the^  midst  of  a  heavy  fall 
of  snow.  On  coming  out  from  the  wood  and 
looking  up  to  a  part  of  Skardsheidi  that  was 
below  even  the  height  that  vre  had  crossed 
but  a  few  days  before,  we  could  clearly 
discover  the  currents  of  water,  which  we 
had  seen  ran  down  the  almost  perpendicular 
parts  of  the  mountain,  already  in  a  congealed 
state,  and  forming  so  many  broad  lines  of 
solid  ice,  the  appearance  of  which,  upon  the 
black  face  of  the  naked  rock,  was  no  less 
curious  than  interesting,  at  such  a  season 
of  the  year.  As  we  approached  the  shore 
again.  We  came  among  a  vast  number  of 
huge  stones,  scattered  at  various  distances 
,  about  a  greaf  plain,  so  much  frequented  by 
VOL,  I.  y 
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eagles,  that  at  one  view  we  remarked  no  less 
than  five  of  these  birds  perched  upon  the 
rocks  at  a  small  distance  from  us,  and  so 
Tearless  were  they  of  strangers  that  I  was 
able  to  ride  within  thirty  or  forty  yards  of 
one  pair  without  their  ofiering  to  move* 
The  unevenness  of  the  countiy  did  not  ad- 
mit of  a  nearer  approach,  and  I  had  ther^ 
fore  no  other  means  of  trying  the  octent  of 
their  self-confidence,  except  by  ui^ng  my 
dog  to  go  up  to  them,  and  him  they  sufifered 
to  come  within  a  distance  of  scarcely  more^ 
dian  twenty  yards,  before  his  barking  at 
length  compelled  them  to  take  flight.  Both 
these  birds  and  the  ravens  do  much  mischief 
to  the  flocks  of  sheep,  particularly  in  the 
spring,  by  carrying  away  the  young  lambs. 
We  still  continued  along  the  shore,  and,  in 
our  way,  rode  at  the  foot  of  a  most  romantic 
difi^,  broken  into  a  variety  of  picturesque 
forms,  and  here  and  there  adorned  wi^h  tufts 
of  birch  and  various  kinds  of  willows,  white, 
the  numerous  rills  of  water,  which  poured 
down  the  sides,  afforded  nourishment  to  a 
thick  covering  of  moss,  tha.t  added  a  richness 
to  the  coloring.  On  this  grew  the  beautiful 
JEipHobium  angustifolium,    and  I  ako  gar 


RBTURK  TO  REIKEVIG.  SiS 

thered  Ligusticum  scoticum,  though  with 
its  flowers  scarcely  expanded.  Soon  after^ 
among  some  loose  soil  hy  the  side  of  a  river^ 
I  found  the  Papaver  nudieaule  in  full  flower. 
Early  in  the  afternoon  we  reached  Leera^  . 
where  our  friend^  the  Sysselman^  who  was  in 
expectation  of  us^  afterwards  joined  our  little 
party  to  Reikevig,  In  the  evening,  as  we- 
approached  Inderholme,  we  saw,  at  a  consi- 
derable distance,  entering  the  Bay  of  Faxa- 
fiord,  a  large  three-masted  vessel,  which  the 
Etatsroed  supposed  might  be  an  American, 
that  Was  expected  to  arrive  with  provisions. 

Saturday,  ^7  ^ugg^ge  and  horses  having,  as 
August  5.  above-mentioned,  been  previously 
sent  to  Reikevig  by  land^  the  Etatsroed,  the* 
Amptman,  the  Sysselman,  and  myself,  ac^ 
companied  by  the  eldest  sons  of  the  two 
former,  embarked  on  board  a  six--oared  boat 
to  cross  the  bay  for  the  same  place.  In  con-^ 
formity  with  a  custom  generally  prevalent 
in  Iceland,  previously  to  making  an  aquatic 
excursion,  all  the  crew  took  off  their  hats 
and  rested  a  few  moments  upon  their  oars, 
while  they  offered  up  a  silent  ejaculation  to 
Heaven  lor  a  prosperous  voyage.    A  light 
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breeze^  assisted  by  the  oars,  soon  carried  uv 
away  from  the  shore,  and  we  enjoyed,  af 
we  passed  along,  a  fine  view  of  the  moun- 
tains at  the  head  of  Hval-fiord,  and  even  a 
distant  glimpse  of  Geitland-JokuL  At  one 
time,  a  large  shark  rose  so  near  the  boat  a9 
to  cause  some  little  alarm;  but  the Etatsroed, 
who  was  at  the  helm,  quickly  made  signal 
to  the  boatmen  to  pull  more  briskly,  by 
which  means  we  soon  saw  the  animal  astern 
of  bur  vessel,  where  he  continued  some  time' 
in  sight,  alternately  plunging  and  rising  to 
the  surface  of  the  water.  A  pleasant  passage 
of  about  twenty  miles  from  Inderholme 
brought  us  to  the  shores  of  Reikevig, 
and  I  here  learned  that  the  vessel,  which 
we  had  observed  the  evening  before  en* 
tering  the  Bay,  was  the  Talbot  sloop  of 
war,  commanded  by  the  Honorable  Alexander 
Jones.'  She  had  for  some  little  time  been 
cruising  off  Iceland,  in  the  course  of  which 
she.had  made  a  landing  o^  the  south  coast, 
and  had  entered  the  bay  of  Haynfiord.  From 
this  place  the  captain  had  proceeded  with- 
out loss  of  time  to  Reikevig  harbor,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
more  correctly  the  facts  connected  vrith  a. 


irevolutioti  in  the  goVernincnt,  of  which  he 
had  heard  at  the  fortnet  place,  but  had 
received  only  a  short  and  unsatisfactory 
account.  The  consequence  of  thesd  enquiries 
was  his  issuing  orders,  that  the  persons,  prin- 
eipally  concerned  in  bringing  about  this 
change  of  affairs,  should  with  all  possible 
^cpedition  proceed  to  England,  where  a  full 
account  of  all  the  transactions  was  to  be  laid 
before  the  British  government.  Froui  this 
time,  therefore,  my  researches  in  Iceland 
may  be  regarded  as  nearly  at  an  end;  and, 
thou^  various  circumstances  prevented  the 
sailing  of  our  vessel  until  the  twenty-fifth  of 
August,  jret  the  daily,  and  sometimes  hourly, 
expectation  of  being  called  on  board,  pre- 
vented my  making  any  excursion  to  a  distance 
from  Reikevig.  Much  of  this  time  was  spent 
in  short,  but,  from  the  general  barrenness  of 
the  soil,  usually  unproductive  botanical  walks 
in  the  vicinity  of  Reikevig;  and  a  portion, 
also,  in  balls  and  festivities  ^,  as  well  on  board 

^  These  entertainments  were  comn)on>  indeed,  on 
almost  every  day  of  the  week,  but  wex-e  scarcely  ever 
omitted  on  a  Sunday  evening,  a  custom,  I  believe, 
prevalent  wheresoever  the  Lutheran  Religion  is  esta- 
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the  Talbot^  as  in  the  towuj  or  invisHs  to 
the  Stiftsamptman  at  Vidoe,  and  to  Doctor 
C}<^^  the  chief  physician  of  the  island^  who 
lived  at  an  excellent  house  at  Noes^ard^ 
where  we  were  sure  to  meet  from  him  and 
his  lady  with  a  kind  and  hospitable  rec^ 
tion.  My  memory  no  farther  enables  me  to 
continue  my  journal  in  any  thing  like  a 
r^ular  manner^  but,  even  had  this  been  the 
case,  yet  still  such  would  be  found  the  un- 
interesting nature  of  the  events  that  hap- 
pened, except,  indeed,  those  political  ones 
that  are  more  fully  detailed  in  the  Appendip: 
A,  that  they  could  afford  but  little  amuse- 
ment. I  therefore  have  less  reason  for  r^;ret 
at  having  lost  ihis  part  of  my  notes,  and  I 
proceed  to  a  brief  recital  of  such  matter  as 
fell  under  my  oWn  personal  observation,  but 
has  been  omitted  to  be  noticed  in  the  course 
of  my  journal ;  conceiving  that  it  may  be 
of  service  in  adding  somewhat  to  our  know- 
ledge of  the  natural  history  of  the  island. 

blislied.-  Tbe  Icelandic  Sabbath  Gommences^  according^ 
to  the  Ecclesiastical  Laws  of  the  island,  at  six  o'clock 

« 

on  the  Saturday  ;evening>  and  terminates  at  the  same 
hour  on  the  Sunday. 


REIKirVK.  337 

My  tnclidatioQ  rather  tbaA  my  ability 
leflids  me  in  the  first  place  to  offer  a  fevr  re- 
marks on  the  botany  and  zoology  of  the  coun- 
try. In  these  two  great  kingdoms  of  nature, 
^  periiaps  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  spbt 
of  landv  of  ^n  eqfual  extent,  in  a  similar 
degree  of  latitude,  which  can  lay  claim  to  so 
umaH  a  number  of  species.  The  arctic 
regions  of  Norway,  Lapland,  and  the  Russian 
Empire,  are  comparatively  rich  in  tiiese  de- 
partments; a  circumstance  most  probably 
to  be  attributed  to  their  warmer  summers, 
and  to  the  undisturbed  state  of  the  soil.  In 
spite  of  this,  however,  a  botanist,  coming 
from  the  more  temperate  climate  of  Great 
Britain,  will  still  meet  with  many  vegetable 
productions  that  will  interest  him,  mch  as 
Azalea  procumbens,  Cardamine  hastukaa, 
of  English  botany,  Ruhus  saxatiUsy  Erigenm 
'Oipinumj  Saxifraga  nivalis,  rivularis,  cer- 
ntitty  and  appositifaliay  Silene  acatdis,  Z^^- 
rtmtca  alpina  and  fruticulosa,  with  many 
other  species,  which  he  has  been  accustomled 
to  see  only  dn  the  summits  of  his  loftieA 
mountains,  but  which  will  here  be  found 
growing  in  the  plains  and  vallies,  and  near 
the  shores  of  the  sea.  Ranunculus  lapponi" 
4USp  glacialisy  and  hj/perbareus,  Erioph&rum 
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capitatum,  Konigia  islandica,  Gtntiana  te* 
neUa,  detansa  (^tfae  ciUata  of  Retzius),  and 
avrea,  Andromeda  fn/pnaides,  Chamcene- 
Hum  hakmifolium,  Angelica  ArchangeHeOf 
Lychnis  alpina^  Papaver  nudicauk,  Draha 
contorta  of  Retziusy  Orchis  hyperbarea, 
Carex  Bellardi,  SaUx  Lapponumj  and  other 
plants  peculiar  to  high  northern  latitudes^ 
together  with  some^  as  yet  undescribed,  will 
likewise  offer  themselves  for  his  culmination^ 
and  afford  him  a  pleasure,  of  which  no  one, 
but  a  naturalist,  can  form  an  idea,  as  well  as 
what  is  happily  termed  by  Doctor  Smith 
one  of  the  highest  sources  of  gratification 
attending  upon  this  and  similar  pursuits, 
'^  the  anticipation  of  the.  pleasure  he  may 
.  have  to  bestow  on  kindred  minds  with  his 
own,  in  sharing  with  them  his  discoveries 
and  his  acquisitions."  *  But  a  richer  field  is 
open  before  him  in  the  class  Cryptogamia. 
The  Muscologia  of  the  country  is  little 
known,  and  I  am  sure,  from  what  I  myself 
found,  that  many  new  and  rare  species 
would  reward  a  careful  search  among  this 
tribe>   though,  like  me,   he  might  seek  in 

*  Pve&ce  to  the  lntTod»ei%6n  to  Batany. 


vaia  for  the  magnificent  Splachna  oi  iSM 
Norwegimi  and  Lapponian  Alps,  rubrt^ 
and  luteum,  two  plants  that  I  had  most 
earnestly  reckoned  upon  gathering.  Tar- 
tula  tortuosa,  Catharinea  hercynica  and 
glabrata,  with  Poh/trkhum  sexangulare, 
the  latter  always  barren^  as  in  Scotland^ 
Bwcbaumia  folima^  IHcramim  pusillumf 
Hypnum  revolvens,  Silesmnum^  and  JUa- 
mentosum,  Meeda  deatb^ta,  Qmostomum 
bareaky  Splachrmm  vascuhswn  and  urceolof' 
tum^  Trkhostomum  ^llipticum^  Fontinalis 
sqwimosa  and  falcuta,  both  abundantly 
provided  with  capsules^  and  Encaljfpta  aU 
pina,  as  well  as  many  other  mosses^  which  I 
cannot  with  any  degree  of  certainty  now  call 
to  my  remembrance,  are  met  with  upon  the 
lava,  in  the  morasses,  or  in  the  rapid  torrents. 
Most  of  the  known  alpine  species  of  Juur 
germanma  are  also  natives  of  Iceland,  and 
some  new  ones,  the  loss  of  which  I  pe- 
culiarly r^ret.  Of  Lichens  there  are  com- 
paratively but  few,  as,  indeed,  may  reason- 
ably be  expected  from  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  trees^  to  which  so  many  of  them  are 
exclusively  attached;  and  even  the  rocky 
species  are  far  from  abounding;  the  lava. 
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which  covers  so  grest  a  proportion  of 
the  island,  being  eminently  unfavorable  to 
the  growth  of  them.  On  the  primitive 
mountains  I  observed  the  more  common 
crustaceous  Leddece  and  Parmeliw,  with 
some  others  unknown  to  m^,  which  the  ex- 
ceeding severity  of  the  weather  prevented 
My  examining  carefully  in  their  places  of 
growth,  and  the  exceeding  hardness  of  the 
stone  equally  prevented  my  getting  speci- 
mens of.  The  perennial  snows  that  cap  the 
higher  hills,  forbid  any  of  them  to  grow  on 
tery  high  elevations,  as  in  more  temperate 
dimates:  in  the  plains  BcBompces  rcmgi- 
jferinus,  so  useful  in  Lapland  as  the  food 
^  the  rein-deer,  is  found  in  the  greater 
profusion  and  luxuriance ;  and  the  singularly 
^^gant  Cetraria  nivalis,  which  h  almost 
equally  abundant,  though  always  barren, 
naakes  amends  by  its  beauty  for  the  absence 
^  a  greater  varie^  of  species.  The  shores 
*trf  the  island  are  too  much  exposed  to  the 
most  heavy  and  tempestuous  'seas,  to  sufl^ 
the  more  delicate  species  of  submersed 
^g^  to  attach  themselves  to  the  rocks, 
dud  the  violence 'of  the  surf  prevents  such 
to'  come  from  more  sheltered  spots  from 
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being  ibfown  uninjured  upon  the  bitck 
Ulv(B  I  saw  none^  except  Up  lactvca  and 
wnbilicidis,  and  among  Fud  F.  ramtntd^ 
ceus  was  the  only  one  which  eame  under 
tiy  observation^  that  has  not  a  place  in  the 
British  list*  With  the  larger  kinds  eH»- 
ployed  in  the  making  of  kelp  the  rocks 
every  where  aboQnd^  and  I  lihouM  think 
that  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  uok- 
aufacture  of  this  article^  which  is.catried  <te 
in  Scotland  to  such  a  great  ei^eat^  and  has 
proved  so  enormous  a  source  of  wedth  to 
many  of  the  Hebrides^  might^^  also^  with  the 
fostering  aid  of  a  benevolent  and  lib^al  ^ 
vernment  be  extended  to  the  wretched  Iqq* 
landers^  who  have  so  much  greater  need  of  it. 
A  plantj  which  has  been  found  in  Lapland^ 
and  which  Poctor  Wahlenberg^  m  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Dawson  Turner^  calls  Rwularia  cj/h 
lindrica  *  of  his  MSS.^  is  extremely  coo^ 
mon  in  the  rivers  and  fresh-water  lakes  of 
Iceland^  but  appears  to  me  to  have  no 
nearer  an  affinity  to  the  genus  Bhmlaria, 
than  it  has  to  Conferva,  to  which  latter 
Doctor  Roth  has  lately  referred  a  plant  for- 

*  See  page  86  of  this  work. 
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merly  known  under  ihe  name  of  Ulva  lu^ 
hrica,  with  which^  in  its  texture  and  tiie 
disposition  of  its  seeds^  it  appears  exactly 
to  coincide.  It  extends  from  three  inches 
to  as  many  feet  in  lengthy  unbranched,  and, 
as  its  name  implies^  cylindrical,  forming 
an  uniform  tube,  of  a  pale  green  color, 
and  thin  delicate  semi^latinous  substance, 
studded  all  over  with  darker  green  seeds, 
diat  are  almost  universally  placed  in  fours, 
standing  in  stfiall  squares.  As  I  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  save  specimens  of  this 
plant,  and  a  drawing  that  I  made  upon  the 
spot,  I  shall,  probably,  at  some  future  time, 
take  an  opportunity  of  making  a  figure  and 
more  full  description  of  it  public.  The 
water  of  the  pools,  that  have  been  formed 
in  the  morasses,  by  cutting  away  the  turf 
for  fuel,  generally  abounds  with  our  common 
species  of  Canfervce,  such  as  C.  nitida  and 
Mpunctata;  and  a  few  of  our  marine  ones 
afe  found  in  the  basins  among  the  rocks,  and 
upon  the  sea-shores.  But  other  more  inte- 
resting species  are  met  with  on  spots  of 
earth  and  rock  that  are  heated  to  a  great 
degree,  either  by  the  steam  of  the  boiling 
springs  or  by  the  waters  themselves :  most  of 
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these  seem  to  belong  to  the  Vaucherian  ge- 
nn6,  Oscillatoria.  Of  Fiingi,  the  island 
ean  boast  but  few^  except  some  Agarici, 
scattered  in  such  small  quantities^  that  they 
are  not  used  for  food^  and  Lycoperdmi  Bo- 
vista,  which  is  found  every  where. 

The  entomological  productions  of  Iceland 
are  extremely  scanty.  A  very  small  col- 
lection of  insects,  indeed,  rewarded  my 
researches  in  this  department  of  natural  his- 
tory, and  of  these  there  were  none  that  were 
in  the  least  remarkable  for  their  beauty. 
Some  of  the  Lepidopterous  species  were  new 
to  me,  among  which  I  think  I  had  five  or 
six  nondescript  Phalence.  No  Papilio  or 
Sphinx  has  ever  been  met  with  in  the  coun- 
try. Of  Coleopterous  insects,  there  is  scarce- 
ly a  greater  variety ;  and  I  saw  only  a  single 
Sceerahceus,  and  a  very  few  Curculiones  and ; 
Carabiy  most  of  which,  however,  to  make 
me  amends,  were  such  as  I  was  unacquainted 
with.  I,  by  mere  accident,  have  still  pre- 
served a  specimen  of  an  undescribed  species 
of  Coccinella,  which  I  found  killed  by  the 
steam  of  one  of  the  hot-springs  at  the  Gey- 
sers t  it  was  the  only  one  of  the  genus  that 
occurred  to  me. 
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The  fish  of  these  coasts  scarcely  at  all  fell 
under  my  observation^  so  that  I  have  little 
more  to  remark  upon  this  subject^  than  that 
thirty-three  species  are  enumerated  by  Mohr, 
nearly  all  of  which,  I  believe,  are  natives  of 
our  own  seas ;  but  of  these  almost  the  only 
ones  that  came  to  our  table,  were  cod,  salmon, 
and  the  Thingevalle  trout.  Herrings  I  never 
saw,  nor  are  the  natives  provided  with  nets 
for  catching  them. 

Many  species  of  Mottuscce  frequent  the 
shores,  upon  which  Medusa  cruciata  is  often 
thrown  in  great  quantity^  and  of  a  size  much 
exceeding  what  I  ever  met  with  in  Britain, 
not  measuring  less  than  a  ibot  in  diameter. 
Shell-fish  are  far  from  abundant  in  the  parts 
I  visited,  excepting  whelks,  limpets,  and 
barnacles,  which  latter,  as  in  England,  often 
incrust  lai^  masses  of  rock,  and  the  Mytilus 
fhodhluSy  which  is  commonly  eaten.  Of  the 
more  delicate  shells  I  was  enabled  to  gather 
but  a  very  small  number. 

'  The  water-birds  of  Iceland  are  numerous, 
most  of  those  which  migrate  in  the  winter  to 
our  more  southern  latitudes  coming  here  in 
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the  summer  to  breeds  and  no  doubt  many 
new  species  may  be  miet  with;  but  other 
occupfttions^  and  the  great  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing specimens  in  this  country^  did  not 
permit  me  to  bestow  upon  this  departm^it 
the  attention  I  could  have  wished.  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  procure  one  or  two  ap* 
parently  nondescript  species  of  Anas;  and 
a  very  8maU  kind  of  PJudarapu,,  with  which 
I  was  unacquainted^  having  a  body  scarcely 
larger  than  a  lark,  was  now  and  then  seen 
near  Reikevig:  it  was  probably  the  P.  gk^ 
cialis  of  Doctor  Latham. 

I  need  not  here  repeat  what  has  already 
been  said  in  other  parts  of  my  jounial"  le- 
specting  the^few  birds  I  met  with  in  my  ex- 
cursions,  nor  the  particpilars  I  collected  about 
the  eider-duck,  whose  down  affiirds  such  an 
important  article  of  commerce;  but  I  have 
yet  mentioned  nothing  relative  to  the  Ice- 
landic Falcon,  which  of  all  the  hawk  tribe  is. 
considered  of  the  greatest  value  in  &lconry. 
This  noble  bird  was^  by  the  older  ornitholo* 
gists,  classed  among  the  varieties  of  the 
Linnaean  Falco  Qyrfaico^  but  by  Gmelin. 
i^fened  to  Jf.  candidus,  in  his  edition  of  the 
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Systema  JVaturce,  since  which  time  Doctor 
Latham  and  succeeding  writers,  have  raised 
^  it  to  the  rank  of  a  distinct  species,  under  the 
name  of  F.  ishmdicus.  It  possesses  a  plu- 
mage that  varies  in  the  different  periods  of 
its  existence  still  more  remarkably  than  that  of 
other  hawks;  '^  and  hence/*  as  Doctor  Shaw 
observes,  ^^  seems  to  have  arisen  the  wonderful 
discordance  in  the  descriptions  of  authors^ 
which  have  at  length  amounted  to  so  confused 
an  assemblage  of  contradictory  characters,  as 
almost  to  set  at  defiance  all  attempts  to  re- 
concile them/*  Of  the  numerous  varieties, 
the  white  is  the  most  rare,  and  the  most 
eagerly  sought  afiter  by  the  natives ;  all  that 
are  taken  of  this  color  being  reserved  for  the 
King  of  Denmark,  who  sets  so  high  a  value 
upon  them,  and  so  low  an  one  upon  the  lives 
of  his  oppressed  subjects,  that  a  law  has  been 
enacted,  declaring  it  death  to  any  man  who 
shall  destroy  one  of  these  birds.  The  esti- 
mation they  are  every  where  held  in  has  in- 
duced his  Danish  Majesty  to  consider  them 
worthy  of  being  sent  as  presents  to  the  dif-  * 
ferent  crowned  heads  in  Europe,  and  they 
have  for  many  years  beeh  appropriated  to 
this  illustrious  purpose.      The  persons  en- 


gaged  in  the  catching  of  theni^  take  thett  M 
Bessestiedf^  ivhere  they  are  etamined  bjr  thu 
king's  fiilconer^  Wbo  is  seht^  iinfmiHy>  fer 
the  purpose  of  prcKOTrittg  a  sapply  ef  tb^^ 
and  brings  with  him  in  the  vessel  live  cattle^ 
to  furnish  them  with  fresh  provisions  during 
the  passage.  If  the  bird,  upoQ  inspeetion, 
proves  not  to  be  of  did  pA>per  lund  dt*  age, 
it  is  immediately  killed ;  but,  otherwise,  there 
is,  according  to  Horrebow,  a  reward  of  fif- 
teen rix-dollars  given  fop  a  white  falcon, 
and  seven  for  pn^  of  the  more  common  va- 
rieties.  Essies,  a$  already  pbaerv^,  are 
abundant  in  leekmd;  and  raveiMs^  the  fa- 
vored bird  of  Odin*,  not  less  so;   swans, 

*  ''The  Raven  hdlds  tlie  fifst  railk  mao^g  tlie  land- 
birds  iB  the  Scftndiniiviaii  Mythology.  We  see  4he  use 
made  of  them  by  the  oht«|ttiin  FU^.    IImb  b&rda  in 

their  9QBgs  give  them  the  classical  attribute  of  the 

■  ■  '     •  •     • «, 

power  oi  presage.    Thus>  they  make  Thromundr  and 

Thorbiornj  before  a  feudal  battle^  explain  the  foreboding 

voice  of  this  bird^  and  its  interest  in  the  field  of  battle. 

THR. 

''  Hairk !  the  B«n)en*s  croak  I  hear^ 
ho\  the  bird  of  £ite  is  near. 
In  the  dawii^witb  dusky  wings 
Hoarse  the  song  of  death  she  sings. 

VOL.   I.  Z 
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shagSy  cortorants^  gulls  of  diSkmt 
gannets,  stormy  petrels^,  auks^  and  puffins^ 
are  likewise  plentiful^  and  the  latter  might 
often    afford    the   natives    a    salutary    and 


M«i 
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Thus  in  days  of  yore  she  sang. 
When  the  din  of  battle  rang; 
When  the  hour  of  death  drew  nig^. 
And  mighty  chiefe  were  doom*d  to  die* 

•   THOR. 

The  Raven  croaks;  the  warriors  slain 
Vnth  blood  her  dusky  wings  distain  3 
Tir*d  her  morning  prey  she  seeks^ 
And  with  blood  and  carnage  reeks.- 

Thus,  perch*d  upon  an  aged  oak> 
The  boding  bird  was  heard  to  croaki 
When  all  the  plain  with  blood  was  spre^d^ 
Thirsting  for  the  mighty  dead. 

"  The  Raven  was  also  sacred  to  Odin,  the  Hero  and 
God  of  the  North.  On  the  sacred  flag  of  the  i>ahes 
was  embroidered  this  bird.  Odin  was  said  always  to 
have  been  attended  with  two,  who  sate  on  his  shoulders/ 
whence  he  was  called  the  God  of  Ravens:  one  was 
styled  H^g^nn  or  Thought}  the  other  Muninn  or  Memory. 
They  whispered  in  his  ear  all  they  saw  or  heard.  In  the 
earliest  dawn  he  sent  them  to  fly  round  the  world,  and 
they  returned  before  dinner,  fraught  with  intelligence. 
Odin  thus  sang  their  importance  ? 


^eoitfee  meal,  but  that,  beiog  destitute  of 
fiRe-afiw,  they  b«ve  no  meam  of  killing 
them«  The  eggs  and  the  featbei^  of  many 
of'  th^se  birds  they  turn  to  considerable 
accoilatw  ,  {Poultry  of  all  kinds  are  quite  un* 
^i^own  to  the  Icelanders,*  except  that  a  few 
are  uow  and  th^n  conveyed  to  the  country 
by  the  Dane^,'  v^ho.  are  obliged  at  the  same 
.tiipe  to  bring  with  them  a  sufficient  supply 
of  necessary  food  for  their  support,  the  island 
Itself  furnishing  none. 

Indigenous  quadrupeds,  likewise,  as  has  al- 
ready been  remarked  in  a  previous  part  of 
my  journal,  are  wholly  wanting. 

Among  the  domestic  animals  in  the  island, 
the  dog  deserves  the  first  place/ not  only  ab  the 
companion  and  solace  of  the  natives  as  well 
as  the  guard  of  their  houses,  but  as  being  of 


''  Huginn  and  Muninn,  my  delight ! 

Speed  through  the  world  their  daily  flight ; 

From  their  fond  lord  they  both  are  flown^ 
*  Perhaps  eternally  arc!  gone. 

Though  Huginn' 8  loss  I  should  deplore> 
'   Yet  Muninri's  would  afflict  me  moire.*' 

PennafU*8  Arctic  Zoology,  Infroduciwn,  p.  72. 
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essential  nenriee  in  their  ogricaltafai^  pnh 
mils,  by  keepic^  the  hdrses  from  ttCMg 
the  grass  intended  for  htky,  and  by  cMscU 
bg  the  sheep  scattered  oVer  ifae  mMWttim^ 
and  '  driving  them  to  the  nrilMng-filMev. 
Hence  they  aboond  l^royghout  the  comMtyi 
sind  fetr  huts  are  unprovided  wi^  <tae  M  t#o 
of  thedi.  The  jPSalirAi(»»c&*r  of  the  UfAm^ 
ders  fCanis  isktndk^  of  some  autholrs^  tf 
it  has  not  sufficient  characters  to  rank  it  as 
a  species^  is  at  least  a  very  strongly  marked 
variety;  differing  in  many  points  from  any 
of  the  dog^  I  have  elsewhere  seen^  but  most 
nearly  approaching  the  figures  and  descrip- 
tions that  are  given  us  of  the  Greenland  dog. 
It  18  ratb^r  below  the  middle  size^  well  {pro- 
portioned in  its  parts,  having  a  shdrt  And  a 
riiarp  nose,  much  resembling  that  o£  a  46k, 
and  miail  eeect  poioled  ears,  i£  wbi<^  the 
tips  only,  especially  in  the  young  animal^ 
hang  down ;  the  hair  is  coarse,  straight,  tod 
thick,  very  variable  in  color,  but  ttiost  fre- 
quently of  a  greyish  brown;  tbe  tail  IcMQg 
and  bushy,  and  akvays  carried  curled  over 
the  back.  Tbe  foll6mi»g  ciroifcustamce  con- 
cerning the  dogs  in  Iceland  is  so  e:ttraor«- 
dinary,  that,  had  I  been  tbe  only  person  who 


Pmed  to  Jielate  ()>e  ^ne9flo(:p;  but  n^y  ecmples 

^,^^,  lV^»  Xiflt  eyqn  tjb^  finit  fwbo  89.W  it; 
|9r  M^f  Br4>«^ing9  an  /o^cer  of  xhp  f^Vif^, 
^boAe  ill  bealtb  Q(W^e^  hiqt  to  ^  ropm  4^n 
4}^rp3  iqalled  i^y  attention  to  it,  by  xao^ 
jin^  oiKve  i^nwrking  to  me  tba;t  he  h^,  from 
Jm  modm,  h  the  ^wi^iiig  of  fev^ral  suc- 
.^qsai?e  days,  pb^erved  at  a  oertoiii  hoijir  a 
«»iiiib^  of  dcgs  as^mble  ;iear  hi$  l^onse,  as 
if  1^  a  prnviouflly  concei-'t^  arrapgeioeqt^ 
!mAt  after  perfiD^rming  ^  sort  of  sham  fight 
£&r  s^me  time^  disperise  ^nd  v«turp  to  4(h^r 
^HHSies.  A  desire  to  be  i^n  eye^w^itness  of  so 
lingular  a  ifact,  Jed  me  to  go  to  this  gentle- 
man's room  one  monaing^  just  as  these  nui- 
mak  were  about  to  collect.  The  spot  they 
&equ6nled  was  across  the  river^  whicb  there 
ane  but  two  ways  d  paasiug  from  the  town 
without  swimmiiig;  the  one  a  bridge,  the 
i^er  some  stepping*stones,  each  situated 
Ma  small  distanoe  from  the  other.  By 
both  these  approaches  to  the  field,  the  dogs 
bdongkig  to  ReiJbii^ig  were  running  with 
the  greatest  speed,  while  their  companions 
of  the  neighboring  country  were  hastening 
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to  the  place  of  rendezvous  from  other  quar- 
ters.    We  counted  twenty-five  of  them^  not 
all  of  the  true  Icelandic  stock  (the  Fiaar-- 
huundar),  hut  some  of  different  kinds^  which 
had  probably  been  brought  to  the  country  by 
the  Danes ;    and  I  presume  it  was  one  of 
these,    much  larger  and  stronger  than  the 
rest,  who  placed  himself  upon  an  emitlence 
in  the  centre  of  the  crowd.    In  a  few  seconds, 
three  or  four  of  them  left  the  main  body, 
and  ran  to  the  distance  of  thirty  or  forty 
•yards,  where  they  skirmished  in  a  sdrt  of 
sham  battle ;  after  which,  one  or  two  of  these 
returned,  and  one,  two,  or  three  others  im- 
mediately took  their  places :  party  succ^seding 
party,  till  most,  if  not  all,  had  had  their  share 
in  the  sport.     The  captain  remained  stetion- 
ary.     The  engagement  was  in  this  ntanner 
kept  up  by  different  detachments,  the  dogs 
continuing  their  amusement  in  perfect  play- 
fulness and  good  humor,  though  not  without 
much  barking  and  noise,  for  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  when  the  whole  of  them  dis- 
persed, and  took  the  way  to  their  respective 
homes  in  a  less  hasty  manner  than  they  had 
arrived. 
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Foiir  species  of  Phoca,  are  noticed  by 
Mohr,  in  his  Natural  History  of  Iceland, 
as  bdng  found  upon  the  shores  of  that  island. 
The  common  seal,  Phoca  vitulina,  is  ex- 
tremely  abundant,  and '  is  killed  by  the 
natives  for  the  sake  both  of  the  skin  and  the 
oil:  of  the  former  they  make  their  shoes  and 
thongs,  as  well  as  bags  for  various  purposes, 
and  an  excellent  kind  of  portmanteau,  which 
is  composed  of  nearly  the  whole  hide,  with 
very  little  alteration,  excepft  the  cutting  away 
of  the  head  and  legs ;  each  extremity  being 
closed  by  a  flat  and  circular  piece  of  wood, 
while  the  opening  made  for  the  purpose  of 
skinning  the  animal  is  left  for  the  admission 
of  different  articles  that  may  be  wanted 
during  a  journey.  It  is  then  faistened  behind 
the  saddle  upon  the  horse,  as  a  cloak-bag. 

The  horses  of  the  Icelanders  are  small, 
seldom  rising  above  thirteen  hands  high, 
but  strong,  and  though,  for  want  of  a  proper 
supply  of  food,  generally  in  a  miserable 
condition  during  the  winters,  when  they  for 
the  most  part  are  kept  among  the  mountains 
to  procure  their  subsistence  as  they  can ;  yet, 
in  the  summer,  when  grass  is  plentiful,  they 


are  well  famished  wkh  fleshy  and^  if  not 
worked  too  hard,  will  even  grow  fat.  Ererjr 
Icelander  keeps  his  riding-horse>  and  oaany 
of  the  peasants  have^  also^  from  fifty  to  sixly; 
or  even  a  hundred,  others  for  burthen.  These 
of  course  are  useless  in  the  winter^  but^  as 
soon  as  the  fisheries  commence,  or  the  seasoa 
for  trade  summons  their  masters  to  Heikevig 
^md  other  ports,  they  are  all  called  into 
fmploy,  .and,  if  the  journey  be  long,  the 
natives  with  their  tents  and  families  lead, 
like  the  Nomades  of  old,  a  truly  wand^ing 
life  £br  nearly  the  whole  summer,:  subject  to 
np  restraint,  but  taking  up  their  abode 
wheresoever  a  pleasing  spot  or  a  supply  of 
grass  for  tbeir  cattle  invites  them,  and  nei]fcher 
shortening  nor  protracting  their  periods  of 
rest,  by  any  other  consideration, .  but  their 
own  inclinations:  truly  happy,  if  the  happi- 
ness of  man  consist  in  bii  will  being  his 
Is^!  No  wheel  carriages  of  any  kind  c^  be 
made  use  of  in  the  island;  every  thing  is 
therefore  transported  upon  ^  horses,  which 
renders  a  number  of  these  animafs  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  those  Icelanders  who 
live  at  a  distance  from  the  coast*  It  is  stated 
by  Povelsen  and  Olafsen  that  the  price  of  a 
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horse  in  their  time  (about  1750  or  1760), 
varied  according  to  its  goodness  from  six  to 
eight  riK-dollars^  and  that  it  was  rarely 
known  that  one  soki  for  so  much  as  ten  or 
twelve.  Now,  however,  they  are  so  consider- 
ably enhanced  in  price,  that  I  could  not  buy 
a  good  riding-horse  for  less  than  thirty  rix- 
dollars,  ai&d  I  have  even  known  persons 
refuse  one  hundred  for  a  very  handsome  one^ 
Sir  George  Mackenzie'*^  was  in  this  respect 
more  fortunate;  for  he  states  that  the  bag- 
gage*horses  he  bought  for  his  tour  to  Snsd- 
fell  Jokul,  a  journey  of  three  or  four  hundred 
miles,  cost  from  ei^t  to  ten  rix-dollars  each, 
and  those  for  the  use  o£  hiipself  and  friends 
about  twelve*  He  adds,  however,  imme- 
diately after,  that  these  were  1^  no  means 
oi  the  best  description  of  riding-horses,  but 
that  an  exceedingly  good  horse  might  be 
procured  for  twenty  or  thirty  rix-dollars,  a 
sum  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange  at 
that  time  equivalent  to  two  or  three  guineas. 

The  cows  are  likewise  small,  and  are  seen 
both  with  and  without  horns,  but  generally 

*  Travels  in  Iceland,  p.  133. 
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in  the  latter  state.  Almost  every  pea3ant 
has  five  or  six  of  them^  though  he  can  seldom 
preserve  the  whole  through  the  winter,  on 
account  of  the  miserably  scanty  supply  of 
hay,  which  it  is  alone  in  the  power  of  the 
Icelanders  to  collect  from*  their  pastures,  to 
teaintain  their  stock  during  the  long  continu- 
ance of  the  season  when  the  ground  is  covered 
with  snow.  It  has  been  well  observed,  on 
the  subject  of  this  inestimable  animal  by  the 
writer  just  quoted,  that  it  affords  the  princi- 
pal source  of  wealth,comfort,  and  subsistence 
to  the  natives.  ^*  Milk  is  almost  their  only  sum- 
mer beverage.  Whey  becomes  a  wholesome, 
and  to  them  a  pleasant,  drink  in  winter.  Even 
'fish  itself,  their  primary  article  of  food,  is 
scarcely  palatable  to  an  Icelander  without 
butter ;  and  curds,  eaten  fresh  in  summer, 
and  kept  through  the  winter,  yield  the  most 
precious  change  of  diet,  both  for  health  and 
pleasure,  which  he  enjoys.  A  cow  on  the 
farm  of  the  Amptman  Stephen  sen,  we  were 
assured,  gave  regularly  every  day  twenty-one 
quarts  of  milk.  Their  value  is  well  known 
Mil  appreciated  by  the  Icelanders,  who  take 
the  greatest  care  of  them  throughout  the 
winter,  and  seem  to  shake  off  their  habitual 


»        »  #1    •        ,       ■ 

Hstlessness,  *while  impiojed  in  galliettng  in 

the  hay  that  is  to  sappoft 'them  through  tte 

inclemeocies  of  that  season."     In  year»  of 

extreme  scarcity  *  the  poor  beasts  are  fed 

with  dried  fish  cat  small;  and  the  authors 

of  the  Forage 'en  IsUmde  state  it  as  a  fact^ 

that  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of  Bt^yde- 

fiord  have  even  been  reduced  to  the  nec^sity 

of  nourishing  them  with  dry  turf.     A  cow 

'sells^  according  to  the  quantity  of  mHk  she 

gives,  at  from  ten  to  twenty,  and  thirty  rix- 

doliars. 

1  have  alreJtdy  made  mention  in  one  or 
two  places  of  the  Icelandic  sheep,  and  have 
particularly  noticed  the  smallness-  of  theit 
size,  atid  the  general  coarseness  of  their  wbol. 
This  latter  is  never  shorn,  but  is  either 
plucked  by  hand,  or  suffered  to  fall  off  in 
the  early  part  of  the  summer.     The  first 

*  The  last  winter  (of  I8I0)  has  been  peculiarly  se- 
vere in  leeland^  and  the  cattle  reduced  to  the  greatest 
dis^^s  for  want  of  food  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
country.  I  have  been  lately  informed  by  Capi.  Liston, 
who  has  returned  from  Reikevig  this  summer,  that  during 
the  previous  winter,  even  in  the  town  itself,  all  the 
horses  and  cattle  were  fed  with  chopped  fish. 
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wool  ii  cstremely  fine  and  short,  Imt^.  w  ilie 
winter  approachw,  %  longer  and  ooerser  kind 
is  mixed  with  it,  which  is  said,  by  waters 
oa  Iceland,  to  be  employed  in  making 
]b^ttons  and  garters  at  Cop^:ibagen,  and  to 
be  sold  for  a  manufiiotory  of  GameFs  hmx^ 
The  finest  of  the  Ic^ndic  wool  is  selected  by 
the  menehantsat  G)penhagen,  and  ocmsiderad 
frr  superior  to  the  best  that  2^and  pna^ 
daces.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Reikevig, 
sheep  sell  at  from  three  to  fear  dollars  a 
head,  but  in  the  interior  of  the  countiy  thqr 
may  be  bought  at  very  much  less.  I  have 
paid  one  dollar  fer  a  good  sheqp,  and  .the 
peasant  has  been  more  than  satisfied.  For  a 
lamb  of  a  moderate  size,  two  marks  (is.  4d.) 
is  a  fair  price.  These  animals  seem  to  be 
£>nd  of  various  species  of  sea-weed,  whioh 
they  eagerly  devour  at  the  ebb  tide  upon 
the  shMes;  but  it  is  only  when  they  are 
greatly  distressed  for  other  food,  1;hat  the 
.natives  give  them  the  refuse  of  the  stook  and 
wolf-*fish.  They  are  also  said  at  those  times 
to  feed  them  with  small  narrow  pieces  eut 
from  the  belly  of  the  shark. 

Goats,  which  were  formerly  abundant  in  the 
island,  are  now  but  seldom  seen,  and,  I  be- 


lidltt^  «r«^iniRpBll]r  oonfined  to  the  noHhem 
trijud  caiterh  parte  of  die  idand^  fvbepe  some 
flmiem  keep  MsiaAL  fioiaksi^  liiMd;  To  judge 
fmn  theskins  Ibat  I  procBied  of  \sno of ifa«M( 
aatiMls^  tli^affirasat  akrg^  «ize,  and>  from 
Ibeir  «a:trettie  Juardinew^  I  ihouM  4mi^  aup* 
poBed  >diejf  would  have  answered  well  to^aii 
leelatidie  peasaat.  ReiiiHker  I  have  already 
ilQtieed  aa  liaving  greatly  iaereaaed  in  tbe 
^lounteiioos  and  leas  fipe^ented  diatrictes 
and  thaie  is  maaon  to  fcopetfaat  at  some  fatora 
peribd  they  may  be  of  real  importance  to  the 
.icoianders;  Hogs  are  no  where  to  be  met 
wsdi^  the  emmtry  unfortunately  ^  farniafaii^ 
no  %XKi  for  their  support. 

IHhe  idatk  nigbts  which  immediateiy  pre*^ 
oaded  our  dieparture  imm  loekind  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  Aurora  Bo^ealis 
m  a  degree  ^  perfeetion  unknown  to  the  in^- 
habitants  of  milder  climates^  diougfa^  aceondU 
ing  to  the  report  of  the^atafves,  it  was  even 
th^  very  mueh  inlmor  to  what  it  appears 
ilaf  the  still  darker  and  jonger  evenii^s  of 
winter.  I  do  not  at  all  recollect  observing 
^h&  light  occupying  any  of  the  northern 
hemisphere^  but  various  parts  of  the  east) 
west^  and  south  were  frequently  illuminated. 
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ItB  d#lon  Wis  ^  a  palcir  yeUowibta  wtist.1 

had 'been  aocubtomed  to  see  either  raEoglixid 

or  the  north  of  Scotlaaid,  and.  ita  figiicQ'iiiost 

vafiable ; .  sometimes  extending  in  iosie  iijarrQW 

line  apparently  half-way  ao'osa  tbe.l^eMeris; 

then 'ra|>idJy  expanding  in  width  and  ciori^ 

trading  in  length,  altering  in  form  and  hvA-- 

liancy  every  moment.  Sometimes^  tiN),  these 

meteors  are   confined  .  to   one  single  spot, 

while  at  other  ;times  they  are  seen  in  many 

difierent  parts  at  once,  but  shifting! their  jsitu- 

ations  every  instant.     Upon  .  this  siibje^ 

Povelsen  and  CHafetn,   whose  opp(Mrtunlties 

i>f  niahiog  remarks  were  so  greatly  superior 

to  mine,  at  the  same  time  that  they  confiim 

my  observation  how  extremely  variable  the 

Aurora  Borealis  is    in  Iceland  ,ia*ita  fytm 

and  Situation,  add,  that  it  is  not  less  so  in 

the  periods  of  its  appearing.     They  say  it  ia 

rare  to  see  it  illuminating  the  horizon  with* 

out  at  the  same  time  being  sensible  of  an 

evident  unstea4iness  in.it;  and  that  it  often 

exhibits   the  various  hues  of  red,  j/^llow, 

greet),  and  purple,  navr  flickering  w4tb  an 

undulatory  motion,   and  now  shootipg   6i|t 

into  lengthened  straight  lines,    (en  forme  de 

fus^s.) 


1  forbear  to  speak  of  tiie  imnerals^y  of  ttie. 
island^  because  9)y .  ignprane^  pf  tjbat  t)^ 
poelaot  brapc^  of  Datural  bistory*  would  pvf^-, 
vent  my  b^iog  able  to  -  o&r  any  r^imrk^r 
farther  thaa  I  could  collect  from;  othj^i^ 
authors.  Few  eountries^  perhapg^  present, 
so  interesting. a  field  for  the  geologist. 

,  While  waiting  for  Uie  sailing, of  tb^ship^ 
one  of  my  ^tl^  excursions  in  the  neighbpi^. 
hood  of  Reikevig  led  me  to  Be^es|edr^  about, 
eight  or  nine  miles  distant^  a  place  that  was  . 
lor  a  long  time  the  residence  of  the  governors; 
of  the  country,  but  is  now  only  remarka^e, 
for  having  one  of  the  neatest  churc|;)es  I  mMy\ 
where  saw^  a^d  a  Latin  school,  the  only  one> 
in .  the  island.  On  this  account^  I  may  Ipse^ 
the  more  readily  allowed,  in  .  addition  tq^ 
what  I  have  to  bfier  from  my  own  obser-: 
vation,  to  enlarge  upon  its  history,  witb 
which  I  am  furnished  by  Mr.  Jorgensen, 
who  *  accompanied  me  in  this  expedition. 
The  building  itself  is  of  stone,  and  tolerably 
good^  having  of  late  undergone  considerable 
reparations^  but  the  filth  within  can  scarcely, 
be  exceeded  by  the  worst  of  the  poor-houses 
in  our  country.    A  staircase,  encrusted  with 
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a  iSskiA  cost  of  dirt^  led  us  into  a  bed-room, 
which  W2LS  eiren  in  a  still  w^orse  state  ef 
hastiness.    The  bedsteads  were  merely  de« 
vated  ii^mes^  or   rather    boxes^   of  wood^ 
filled    with   heaps    of  the    sea^-grasswrack^ 
Zogtera  marina^  gathered  from  the  neigh* 
boring  ^hores^  wfaich^  with  the  exception  of 
two  extremely  coarse  woollen  rugs,  consti- 
tuted the  sole  furniture  of  the  beds.    In  eadi 
of  these,  three  boys  slept,  so  that  there  were 
only  eight  beds  for  twenty^feur  scholars. 
Hie  excessive  closeness  of  this  place,  aiid  the 
horribly  ofiensive  smell,  which  was  scarcely 
bearable,  urged  us  to  hasten  forward  to  tlKK 
libraiy,  a  small  and  dirty  room,  in  which  a  *v 
number  of  books,  principally  in  Latin  and 
Greek,  many  of  them  on  theological  subjects, 
wer^  lying  in  great  confusion.    The  college 
nevertheless,  possesses  able  teachers  in  the 
two  Jonesons.    There  were,  originally,  two 
schools  of  this  description  in  Iceland,  the  one 
at  Holum,  the  other  at  Skalfaolt ;   in  the 
former  of  which  sixteen  scholars,  and  in  the 
latter  twenty-four,  were  educated,  and  pro- 
vided with  board,  lodging,  clothes,  and  every 
necessary,  and  the  expences  were  defrayed 
out  of  the  revenues  of  the  estates  belonging 


to*  tiie  two  ej^iicqpal  seeii^  In  the  year  178S, 
tiie  king,  ordered  the  estate  belonging  to 
l&alholt  to  he  isold  by  auction^  and  the 
m<»Qey  to  be  deposited  in  a  chesty  called 
Jovdebog's  Casse^  from  which  the  bishop 
and  teachers  were  thenceforth  to  receive 
th^r  annual  salaries.  The  school  was  then 
removed  to  Bessestedr^  and  each  of  the 
scholars  allowed  a  yearly  stipend  of  twenty-* 
five  rik-dollairs^  in  lieu  of  clothes,  food| 
washing,  &c«  In  ISOl,  in  a  similar  mannerj 
ilie  estate  belonging  to  Holam  was  sold^  the 
money  paid  into  the  same  funds^  and  the 
two  schools  incorporated  into  one^  at  which, 
however,  even  in  the  first  instance,  no  more 
than  thirty  boys  were  educated ;  and  that 
number  was  S€k>n  after  reduced  to  twenty- 
four  as  it  now  remains.  This  reduction  was, 
in  all  prcJbability,  caused  by  the  increasing 
prices  of  provisions,  which  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary that  an  additional  stipend  should  be 
|Nad  for  each  boy ;  and  the  allowance  was 
ac«a>rdingly  raised  to  forty,  and  afterwards 
to  sixty,.  HK^ollars;  but  even  this  is  he 
from,  being  found  sufficient.  Hieir  food  is 
almost  as  ordinary  as  that  of  the  .poorer 
peasantry,    consisting  principally  of  dried 
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fish^  sour  butter^  and  noi^r  and  then  mutton* 
Among  the  improvements^  which  it  was 
Mr,  Jorgeusen*s  intention  to  have  made  in 
the  island^  had  he^  been  permitted  to  have 
retained  his  office  as  governor^  that  of  bet« 
tering  the  miserable  condition  of  the  scho-« 
)ars  at  Bessestedr  was  not  the  least  merito- 
rious^ or  of  the  least  importance.  He  had 
appointed  Bishop  Videlinus^  Provst  Mag- 
nussen^  Assessor  Einersen^  and  himself^  di- 
rectors of  the  school^  and  ordered  that  one 
or  other  should  attend  fdr  a  few  hours  every 
day.  A  thousand  dollars  were  immediately 
advanced  for  the  purchase  of  more  whole- 
some provisions  than  the  boys  had  been 
accustomed  to^  and  the  house  was  directed 
to  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  white-washed : 
during  the  time  required  for  which^  the 
scholars  were  all  sent  home  to  their  parents, 
who  were  allowed  sufficient  money  for  their 
daily  maintenance.  A  quantity  of  linen^ 
cloth,  and  other  necessaries  were  purchased 
to  provide  the  boys  with  clothes,  shirts,  &c., 
and  proper  bed-places  were  ordered  to  be 
made,  so  that  only  one  lad  should  sleep  in 
each.  Bed-clothes  and  sheeting  were  pre- 
pared, and  every  thing  done  that  could  tend 
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to  the  healthy  the  comfort,  the  happiness,  or 
the  cleanliness  of  the  boys :  additional  sala- 
ries, also,  were  given  to  the  lecturers  and 
teachers.  Whether  or  not  these  alterations 
were  continued  after  Mr.  Jorgensen  left  the 
island>  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  but,  in  all 
probability,  the  school  at  Bessestedr,  like 
other  things,  went  on  in  its  old  course. 
We  are  not,  however,  to  judge  of  the  state 
of  literature  and  learning  in  the  island,  from 
the  small  number  of  boys  who  receive  a 
classical  education  at  the  school  of  Besses- 
tedr. "Many  obtain  a  very  considera:ble  share 
of  knowledge  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan- 
guages, and  be<iome  good  scholars,  who  have 
never  entered  its  walls.  An  attachment  to 
reading  and  study,  if  not  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  the  long  winters,  which  for 
many  months  immure  the  natives  almost 
entirely  in  their  houses,  is  certainly  ma- 
terially increased  by  that  circumstance ;  it 
being  impossible  to  find  the  comforts  of  so- 
ciety in  so  scanty  a  population,  and  the 
enjoyment  derived  from  literary  pursuits 
being  the  only  resource  left  them  against 
the  tediousness  of  so  dreary  a  confinement. 
The  sagas,   or  traditional  histories  of  the 
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country^  are  well  known  to  the  lower  ranks 
of  people^  and  the  comparatively  few^  who 
are  not  able  to  read^  coinaiit  them  to  lae- 
mory ;  the  delight  of  a  winter's  evening  in 
Iceland  being  for  the  old  to  repeat  them  to 
their  infant  posterity^  by  which  means  tfa^ 
are  continually  handed  down  from  genera- 
tion  to  generation^  as  the  Poems  of  Ossian 
among  the  natives  of  the  Hebrides.  That 
learning  in  Iceland  has  been  in  a  state  ci 
decline  for  some  centuries  past  ia  allowed 
even  by  the  present  inhabitants;  but  there 
are  still  among  them  able  Scholars  and  great 
theolc^ans  who  would  do  honor  to  any  age 
or  country.  Poetry  is  to  this  day  much 
cultivated^  and  it  is  customary^  as  often  as 
strangers  of  rank  visit  the  island  and  confer 
upon  it^  or  upon  its  inhabitants,  any  s^nal 
benefit,  to  celebrate  their  actions  in  poems 
written  upon  the  occasion.  The  liberaEfy 
of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  which  I  have  so  re^ 
peatedly  had  occasion  to  mention,  has  en* 
abled  me  to  offer  to  my  readers «  some  of 
their  Latin  versions  of  poems  of  this  de* 
scription,  together  with  one  or  two  spe- 

*  See  Appei^jdix  D.      , 
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rttt^s  of  iimr  epistolarf  coiiipositioii«  How 
little  id^s  poetical  talent  has  sufiered  by  a 
lapse  0f  nearly  forty  years^  since  the  period 
cf  Sir  Joseph  Banks'  visit,  will  be  sew  bv 
the  last  article  of  the  same  Appendix,  where 
Captain  Jones  has  kindly  pertnitted  me  to 
inscirt  the  ode  written  and  presented  to  him^ 
by  an  eminent  scholar  of  the  present  day, 
Finnur  Magnnsen,  which  has  been  already 
noticed  at  page  41  of  this  journal. 

Previously  to  our  departure  from  Iceland, 
another  change  in  the  government  took 
place,  which  will  be  more  fully  detailed  iii 
the  Appendix  A.,  before  alluded  to;  yet, 
nevertheless,  as  I  haw,  in  the  eaHy  part  of 
my  narrative,  noticed  the  seizure  and  diepo*- 
sition  of  Count  Tramp,  and  the  elevation  of 
Mr.  Jorgensen  to  the  dignity  of  Stiftsampt*- 
man,  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  add^ 
that  an  agreement  was  now  entered  into  be^ 
tween  Captain  Jones,  Mr.  Phelps,  and  the 
principal  Icelanders,  by  which  it  was  settled 
that  the  former  government  sould  be  restored, 
and  that  it  should  be  held  responsible  for 
the  persons  and  property  of  all  British 
subjects.    It  was  still  farther  stipulated,  that 
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the  island  should  not  be  suffered  to  be  pat 
into  a  state  of  defence;  that  the  cohventioii 
with  Captain  Nott  should  be  in  full  force 
throughout  the  country;  and  that^  till  de* 
finitive  orders  were  received  from  the  British 
government,  the  chief  command  should  be 
vested  in  the  hands  of  the  two  persons  who 
were  next  in  authority  to  Count  Tramp,  the 
IStatsroed  Stephensen,  and  his  brpth^,  th^ 
Amptmanof  the  Western  Quarter  of  Iceland, 
These  affairs  having  be^n  brought  to  a 
conclusion  by  Friday  the  25  th  of  August, 
the  Margaret  and  Anne  and  the  Orion  were 
finally  ordered  to  prepare  to  weigh  apchor 
^,,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
Aoswt  25,  j„  jjjg  fonner  we  had,  in  addition 

to  the  party  we  brought  out  with  us.  Count 
Tramp,  who  was  to  go  to  Bnglapd  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  his  secretary,  and  Lieutenant 
Stewart  of  the  Talbot,  charged  with  dis- 
patches from  Captain  Jones  to  the  Admi- 
ralty.  The  Danish  prisoners  belonging  to 
bur  prize  were  divided  ia  the  two  vessels,  and 
Mr.  Jorgensen,  together  with  a  few  English, 
sufficient  to  protect  the  ship,  embarked  on 
board  the  Orion..  At  about  four  o'clock  in 
t^ie  afternoon  we  were  both  under  sail,  but 


/ 
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1/9^  i90  little  wind  that  it  was  evchikig  before 

Iff} , were  quite  dlear  of  the  small  ishtndB  of 

Aha^MB and  logle,  aadtbesajne  wea^thet con* 

Imq^d  till  noon  of  the  next,  day,  when  a  breeze 

iaturday,  Springing  Up  we  /56on  bade  farewell 
August  26.    ^^  tj,g  Q^i^^^  ^jjj^h  we  now  left  far 

Whimd,  obciecvipg  to  each  as  she  faded  fhim 
our  s^t  that  we  shbuld  ne?er  see  her  again ; 
and,  finding  we  were  n^t  near  enough  to  the 
land  .to  go  thrcmgh  the  most  usual  and  the 
aafert,  as  well  as  the  shortest,  passage  between 
Cape  Reikanes  and  the  first  of  the  rocks  called 
the  Fugle  Skiers,  we  miade  diir  course  between 
the'  second  and  third  of  them.  I  bdieye  not 
one  of  our  little  party  left  Iceland  with  feel*^ 
ings  of  regret.  The  ijv^eather,  which  had  at 
the  best  been  unfavorable,  was  now  dailf 
growing  worse,  3im1  not  only  rendered  our 
longer  abode  in  the  island  disagreeable,  but 
threatened  us  with  a  dangerous  passage 
homeward:  the  nights  were  rapidly  length- 
ening, and  time  hung  heavily  upon  our 
hands:  it  was  impossible  to  forbear  contrast- 
ing the  wretchednesa  and  poverty  of  every 
thing  about  us  with  the  comfort  of  our 
happy  homes;  and,  in  addition  to  these  and 
similar  considerations,  our  stay  at  Reikevig, 
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had  been  in  many  instanMs  rendered  im% 
pleasant  by  political  squabUee^  1^  eonf^ 
mercial  misfortunes^  and^  above  all^  by  tiie 
^  ill  conduct  of  some  of  the  persons  employed 
by  Mr.  Phelps  in  an  inferior  capacity.  A 
delightfol  wind  now  added  to  our  happiness^ 
and  we  congratulated  each  odier  on  the 
prospect  of  a  short  and  prosperousi  vojrage 
to  our  native  shores:  but  the  next  morning 
Sunday,  ^'  Other  ideas  crowded  upon  our 
August  27.  mtttds,  when  about  six  or  seven 
o'clock  we  were  awakened  by  a  smoke  snod  a 
strong  smell  of  burnings  that  issued  from 
the  di^r^it  hatchways^  especially  from  that 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  ship,  and  1^  ns  no 
room  to  doubt  but  that  the  vessel  was  on 
fire,  and  that  the  flames  would  soon  burst 
out!  No  one  who  has  not  been  in  a  similar 
situation  can  have  an  idea  of  what  we  felt« 
We  were  than  twenty  lei^es  distant  from 
the  nearest  shore,  a^  barren  and  inhoqritable 
coast,  and  the. wind  was  blowing  from  that 
quarter,  so  that  to  gain  even  this  was  im* 
possible.  We  were  also  unprovided  witb 
boats  sufficient  to  have  contained  one  half  of 
our  crew,  nor  could  any  boats  have  assisted 
Ds  in  such  a  tempestuous  ocean ;  so  that  our 


joy  was  ih<$dtieeii«M^  atidourastonilihfiieht 
tearcely  Ifese  ilo^  wbedi^  btit  a  few  mhliKes 
tfter  Ae'Skeovefy  of  oo^  iniiforttine,  a  dis^ 
tent  sail  wiir  deteoted,-  wlliieb>  itn])robabte  as 
it  seemed  to  ns^  we  knew  cdilld  be  no  o^er 
than  the  OlPton.  ^It  proved  that>  cotttMiy  t6 
the  oriars  enipressly-  given  for  her  to  fiillow 
oor  track  till  we  bad  cleared  the  ltieks>  fttr. 
Jorgensen  bad  insiMed  upon  the  niaii^ter^ 
taking  that  short  course  which  we  hiad  coii^ 
sidered  too  perilous^  and  steering  between 
Ib^  Cape  and  the  first  of  the  Fugk  Skiers; 
such  being  the  only  chance  of  his  not  b^ng 
compelled  entirely  to  quit  our  company* 
This  he  had  efl^ed  in  safety  by  his  courage 
and  superiority  in  seiimiinsbip,  Itnd  haviiig  by 
this  manoeuvre  gained  a  sufficient  length  <^ 
way  to  compensate  for  the  inferiority  of  his 
saiHng,  he  was  enabled  to  save  the  lives  erf' the* 
whole  ship^ii  erew^  who  must  otherwise  ihevi«^ 
tably  have  perished.  After  having  put  about 
our  vessel,  and  eome  sujfficiently  near,  we 
hoisted  signals  of  distress,  upon  which  the 
Orion  crowded  all  her  sail,  and  in  about  two 
or  diree  hours  Mr.  Jorgensen  himself  came 
on  board.  The  lire  had  by  this  time  so 
much  increased,  that  it  was  found  hecessary 
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to  bwe  all  the  boi^  ia  z^iaaflt  to  convey 
the  people  to  the  Oiion.  Eveiy  l^recantkm 
WHS  in  the  mem  while  used  to  a<iffooate  the 
flame  with  wet-^svrtbs^  sail-cloth9^  &c*^  and 
thus  at  lea$t  to  retard  the  disaster;  bvit  all  to 
so  pvrpose.  We  so  plainly  saw'  our  situ- 
ations that  it  was  but  a  little  time  before  the 
wiiole  of  us  had  left  the  Margaret  and  Anne, 
iexoept  a  few  who  remained  to  cut  open  the 
decks  and  make  a  last  effi>rt  by  throwing 
down  water  to  extinguish  the  flames :  such> 
however,  was  the  ascendency  they  already 
had  gained,  and  such  the  volumes  of  smoke 
and  fire  which  instantaneoudly^>  burst  forth, 
<that  delay  only  endangered  the  lives  of  the 
men,  and  it  was  found  necessary  almost  im* 
mediately  to  abandon,  the  attempt  and  give 
up  the  vessel  to  her  fate.  By  twelw  or  one 
'  o'clock  every  living  thing,  not  e^en  except- 
ing the  sheep,  cats,  and  dogs,  was  secured, 
but  of  our  property  it  w^u  impQssible  to  save 
any  thing,  excepting  only  a  very  few  articles 
that  were  with  us  in  the  cabin ;  for  the  fire, 
.at  the  time  of  its  first  discovery,  had  taken 
hold  of  the  pl^ace  in  which  every  thing  most 
valiJiable  was  kept.  We  were  but  b>o  happy 
to  escape  with  our  lives,  and  with  the  clothes 
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upon  our  btick$>  abd  ev^jfi  for  tbis  we  .#ce  in 
no  small  d^ee  indebted  tp  tbe.^Xtraordinary 
exertions  of.  Mr.  Jorgenamii:  a*?:a  time  whw 
nearly  the  whole  of  th<Q  jship's  qrevf  ^ej^med 
paralysed  with  fear.  H^^  too,  as.  .would  be 
expected  by  all  who  knew  his  chanM^eK,  vM 
the  last  to  quit  the  vesjseU  Juat  a^  tbU  time 
the  wind^  which  hwl  Uown  fv^,  iSfiddfsnly 
fell,  and  we  were  compelled  by  j^suQeeeding 
calm  to  be  the  near  and  melancholy  spectators 
of  the  destruction  of  a,  ship  of  five. hundred 
tons  burthen,  with  all  her  sails  s^,  and  a  cargo 
princ^ipally  consisting  of  oil  and  tallow, .  the 
whole  worth  not  less  than  ^H^fiOQ.  The 
flames  first  seized  the  sails  and  rigging  of  tlie 
foremast,  which  they  soon  destroyed^aijidcom- 
munieated  to  those  of  the  main  ti|)d  mu^en 
masts,  enveloping  the  whole  in  one!  general 
conflagration.  Shortly  afterward^i  they  $ub-' 
sided,  leaving  the  naked  masts  hem  and  theris 
on  fire ;  but  when  the  tallow  and  oil  boikd 
over  and  ran  in  wide  cataracts  of  fire  down 
the  sides  of  the  vessel,  blazing  over  every 
part  of  the  hull,  the  scene  was  awful  beyond 
description.  The  clouds  of  smoke,  greater 
by  far  than  those  of  steam  from  the  largest 
eruption  of  the  Geyser,  rose  to  an  almost 
inconceivable  height  in  one  steady  column. 
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whidi  was  only  at  interralt  disturbed  by  the 
disdiarge  of  one  or  other  of  the  gnns^  or  by  the 
fidling  of  the  masts.  It  was  not  long  before 
the  timbers  of  the  vessel  were  destroyed^  bat 
the  copper  bottom  continued  floating  abont^ 
like  a  great  caldron  filled  with  every  thing 
that  was  combustible  in  a  liquid  and  blazing 
•tate^  ttil  the  sad  spectacle  was  concealed 
from  4:Mir  view  by  a  dense  fog  at  four  or  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon^  when  with  a  fitirer 
breeze  we  steered  back  for  Reikevig,  the 
Orion  not  aflbrding  accommodation  for  so 
many  people  as  were  now  on  boards  nor 
/being  furnished  with  provisions  enough  for 
a  voyage  to  Ei^land.  It  had  been  whispered 
among  our  crew,  previously  to  their  leaving 
the  Margaret  and  Anne,  that  some  of  the 
Danes  bad  probably  set  fire  to  the  vessel, 
and  this  mspicion  was  now  confirmed  even 
by  their  own  confessions.  Two  of  them, 
therefore,  who  were  most  strongly  suspected, 
were  put  in  irons,  and  the  beds,  &c«,  of 
those  belonging  to  the  Orion  searched  for 
any  combustible  matter  by  which  a  similar 
act  of  villainy  might  here  be  committed. 
The  result  of  this  search  was,  that  a  large 
piece  of  touchwood  was  found  concealed 
under  one  of  their  hammocks,  and  it  was 
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ascertained  tihat  it  was  with  some  of  the 
same  substance  that  one  or  two  of  th($ 
I^nes^  in  the  Margaret  and  Anne^  went 
down  the  fore  hatchway  at  about  ten  o'clock 
on  the  Saturday  nighty  and  set  fire  to  the 
wool^  which5  owiirg  to  its  slow  mode  of 
burnings  was  not  discovered  till  the  follow- 
ing  morning.  In  the  Orion,  which  was 
now  on  many  accounts  so  uncomfortable,  we 
Taesday,  passcd  but  two  nights;  for  on  the 
August  2^.  Tuesday  morning  we  came  to  an- 
chor in  Reikevig  Bay,  where  we  landed  the 
whole  of  our  prisoners,  except  the  two 'in 
irons,  who  were  received  into  the  Talbot, 
and  in  two  or  three  days  the  Orion  again 
set  sail  for  England  with  Mr.  Phelps  and 
Mr.  Jorgensen.  Count  Tramp  and  myself 
were  left  behind :  the  former  at  his  own  re-» 
quest  was  received  on  board  the  Talbot,  and 
I  was  likewise  invited  in  the  most  handsome 
manner  by  Captain  Jones  to  take  my  pas* 
sage  to  England  in  the  same  vessel,  he 
knowing  the  poor  accommodations  that  the 
Orion  afibrded,  and  justly  supposing  that  I 
should  be  more  comfortable  with  him. 
I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  oj^rtunity  to 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  many  marks 
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of  attention^  and  the  uniform  kindness  which 
I  received,  both  from  him  and  the  whole  of 
his  officers,  not  only  during  the  voyage,  but 
also  previous  to  our  final  departure,  which 
was  delayed  for  a  week  after  our  return. 
They  were  unceasing  in*  their  endeavors  to 
afibrd  me  every  accommodation  and  assist^ 
ance  in  their  power,  of  which  I  stood  greatly 
in  need,  and  to  make  me  forget  what  I  nad 
suffered:  nor  must  I  pass  in  silence  the 
kindness  of  the  principal  Icelanders,  who 
pressed  upon  me  with  congratulations  for 
my  safety;  especially  the  Etatsroed  and  the 
Bishop,  both  of  whom  offered  to  do  what- 
ever they  were  able,  to  repair  the  losses  I 
had  sustained,  and  have  since  given  un- 
questionable marks  of  the  sincerity  of  their 
ofifers,  by  having  recently  setit  me  collections 
of  plants'*  and  minerals.  The  Bishop,  in  a 
letter  now  before  me,  says,  "  Cum  gravis- 
simo  san^  dolore  calamitatem  vestram  ac- 
cepi!     Paulsonius  noster  tibi  plantas  quas 

orientalis  insula  plaga  hoc  tempoi^  producit 

«  -J  •  •    • 

*  This  collection  contained  one  or  two.  plstots  not 
before  known  as  natives  of  Iceland^  which  I  have  there- 
fore inserted  in  the  list  of  the  vegetable  productions  of 
the  island^  contained  in  the  Appendix  £• 
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exhibebit.  /  Si  quid  in  ipea  potentate  erit> 
quae  atnisisti  aliquo  modo  restitue^e,  he, 
j^he,  hoc  grato  fungar  officio."  I  did  notj 
however^  then  avail  myself  of  his  icivilitys 
bul  spent  nearly  the  whole  of  my  tinie  oq 
board,  for  there  was^,  iadeed>  littje  that  could 
afford  me  amuaementon  shore;  as  it  was  too 
/  late  in  the  season  to  replace  my  lost  coU 
lection  of  the  veg^ble  productions  of  th^ 
island^  neither  had  I  materials  to  .enable  me 
to  preserve  any  subjects  of  natural  history : 
books,  too,  *were  not  to  be  procured  without 
much  time  and  trouble;  drawings  required 
still  more;  and  my  inclination,  it  may  be 
well  imagined,  was  not  fworable  to  any  of 
these  attempts. 

On  the  4  th  of  September  we  once  more 
left  these  unfortunate  shores.  It  was  the 
captain's  intention  to  have  entered  a  port 
^n  the  eastern  coast  of  Iceland ;  but^  after 
beating  about  for  several  days  within  sight 
of  th^  snow-mountains,  near  the  south  coa^t, 
making  at  the  same  time  but  little  progress, 
we  directed  our  course  straight  for  £ngland, 
proposing  in  our  way  to  touch  at  the  Ferroe 
Islands.     With  an  excellent  breeze  and  fine 
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weather  we  entered  the  cluster^  but  had 
barely  time  sufficientiy  to  admire  the  im- 
mensely steep  rocky  precipices^  and  strange 
shapes  of  the  Great  and  Little  Diamond 
and  others  of  these  singular  islands,  before 
the  clouds  rolled  down  their  black  sides^ 
and  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  enveloped 
us  in  so  thick  a  fog>  that  it  was  considered 
imprudent  to  endeavor  to  attempt  to  enter 
the  port  of  Thoreshavn.  We  accordingly 
made  all  sail  to  clear  the  islands,  which  was 
not  ftilly  accomplished  when  we  had  the 
misfisrtune  to  lose  our  foremast,  and  in  con* 
sequence  of  this  loss  to  pass  a  night  ci 
painfill  anxiety  in  a  severe  storm,  our  vessel 
almost  unmanageable  and  in  continual  dan* 
ger  of  striking  upon  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring rocks.  The  excessive  darkness  of 
the  night,  the  draadful  heaviness  of  the  sea, 
and  the  pelting  of  the  rain,  added  to  the 
^  unpleasantness  of  our  situation;  and  this 
was  still  ferther  increased  by  the  necessity 
we  were  under  of  cutting  aWay  our  first 
jurymast,  which  was  in  fact  no  more  thati 
the  stump  of  the  old  one  newly  rigged,  and 
proved  to  be  unsound.  Another  was  with 
difficulty  set  up,  and  by  dawn  the  next 
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morning  we  happily  found  ourselves  clear  of 
the  islands.  The  storm^  however^  continued 
with  almost  unabated  violence  for  two  nights^ 
in  one  of  which  our  jolly  boat  was  washed 
away  from  her  lashings^  and  broken  in  halves 
by  the  violence  of  the  sea.  On  the  20th  of 
the  same  month  we  thanked  God  on  finding 
ourselves  safe  at  anchor  in  Leith  Roads. 


« 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


4 


0 


« 


'f?      V 


%• 


Oi'V 


f 


I!::-:;:;} 


^^'L  i  ~  1930 


